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Today we begin our new
liturgical year with the
First Sunday of Advent

NOVEMBER 30, 2025 « FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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SUNDAY, November 30—First Sunday of Advent
6:30 am  For Our Parish Family Living & Deceased
8:00am  George Danculovich by Leslie
10:00 am  Doreen Jurkash (Anniv.) by Jurkash Family
12:00 pm Deceased Members of the Urbanski Family by Bloker

MONDAY, December 1
6:30am  Sophie Jez (Anniv.) by Children
8:30am  Celia Garcia by Family

TUESDAY, December 2
6:30am  Rev. Chester P. Zurawiec by Family
8:30am  Bob “Rudy” Welsh by John & Andrea Mudro

WEDNESDAY, December 3—St. Francis Xavier
6:30 am  Anthony Di Paolo by Maria Di Paolo
8:30am  Alfred Bustamante by Garcia Family

THURSDAY, December 4
6:30 am  Poor Souls of Purgatory by Corrina Bravo
8:30am  Michael J. Riley by Ready Cousins: Jane, Julie, Bob,
Liz and Rose

FRIDAY, December 5
6:30 am  Jean Blozak by Daughter
8:30 am  Ralph McGrath (Anniv.) by Jim & Jackie Pietraszak

SATURDAY, December 6
8:30am  Mary Coman by Friends
5:30 pm  Steve & Katherine Mardjetko by Family

SUNDAY, December 7—Second Sunday of Advent
6:30 am  For Our Parish Family Living & Deceased
8:00am  James Rossi by Antoinette Mercier Family
10:00 am  Helen Pullen by Family
12:00 pm Lorraine Rescan by Peggy Holinga-Katona

Parish Office Hours
Monday to Friday: 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-Noon

Mission Statement:

The Roman Catholic Saint Thomas More Parish Family welcomes and invites every person to join us on our journey in faith and celebration.
With the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and through Sacred Scripture and Tradition, we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all,
especially in loving service to those in need.

As part of the Universal Church, we affirm the dignity of every person. All this we do to give glory and honor to God.

St Thomas More Church 8501 Calumet Avenue- Munster IN 46321 (219) 836 8610 wwwstm-church com




OPEN YOUR EYES AND EARS

“The object of a New Year is not that we
should have a new year. It is that we
should have a new soul and a new nose;
new feet, a new backbone, new ears, and
new eyes.” ~ G.K. Chesterton

There are always opportunities given to us to begin anew.
They happen to us in the classroom, in the workplace, in our
families, in our society, and in our Church.

When beginning anew, it is wise to look back and see what
we have accomplished as well as what we have failed to
accomplish, what we have said as well as what we have
failed to say. Only then can we make a plan for our new
beginnings.

Why all this talk of a new year since it is only the end of
November? Well, it is because today is New Year's Day, at
least in the liturgical life of the Church. Today, we begin our
new liturgical year with the First Sunday of Advent.

Where are we at the present moment in our own faith lives?
Where do we need to go? What do we need to do to get
there? Those are all questions that we should be asking
ourselves as we embark upon this New Year.

What areas need improvement in your life? Do you need to
pray daily? Do you need to set aside more time each day to
pray? Do you need to put your faith into action, becoming a
volunteer at a local soup kitchen or shelter? Do you need to
spend time with the poor and needy? Do you need to visit
the sick and shut-ins?

There are a myriad of ways that we could all improve. It is
up to us to reflect upon our lives, with total honesty, and to
discern what we need to do to grow spiritually.

Once we do that, we need to make a plan and stick to it.
Our spiritual resolutions should be something that we can
complete or else we will give up trying to accomplish them.
Do not make them too difficult or make too many resolutions
at once. That is, after all, how we usually fail in keeping our
annual New Year's resolutions.

A New Year dawns and, with it, new promise and new hope.
Throw away the cares and concerns of the past year.
Dismiss the mistakes that you may have made. Do not tie
yourself to the past; but, use the past to help yourself grow
into the future. My prayer for you is that you have a blessed
year, filled with rich graces from our loving God.

FAITH ACTION: Eyes wide open, let us go into our new

liturgical year looking for all the possibilities of
God in our lives. .
in ourliv Ta e

- \\~ ~ PLEASE REMEMBER THEM

\’f\  ~ Please pray for the priests and deacons who
\» have served the Diocese of Gary so faithfully
and whose anniversaries of death are this

\["

week:
December 1:  Rev. Wilfred P. Mannion (1959)
Rev. Francis M. Lazar (2007)
Deacon Edwin Gatons (2018)
December 3:  Msgr. Leo P. Hildebrandt (1979)
Rev. Chester P. Zurawiec (1993)
December 4: Rev. Anthony J. Suelzer (1995)

Msgr. Ralph Hoffman (2000)
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ADVENT HAPPENINGS

Advent is a busy time of the year for most people. Baking,
cooking, shopping, cleaning the house, and sending
Christmas cards are all some of the things that need to get
done sooner rather than later. We often feel overwhelmed
as Christmas gets closer.

Take some time, as it becomes available to you, to set
aside the frenetic activities in order to focus on the spiritual
nature of the Advent season.

To that end, there are some upcoming events that might
help you to prepare yourself spiritually for Christmas:

Sunday, December 7 - 6:00 p.m.

The Munster High School Chorale will be in the church
once again to present their Holiday Concert. This has been
well-received through the past years and | imagine that it
will be a wonderful experience yet again. We hope that you
might be able to attend.

Sunday, December 14 - 6:00 p.m.

A Taizé prayer service will take place in the church. This
service of quiet song, a scripture reading, and prayer is a
sure-fire method of calming the soul.

Tuesday, December 16 - 7:00 p.m.

Sometimes the “house” that needs to be cleaned for
Christmas is not our residence but our soul. Avail yourself
of the opportunity to go to confession as part of your
Christmas preparation. There will be several priests
available.

Sunday, December 21 - 6:00 p.m.

Lessons & Carols is a wonderful song, scripture, and prayer
service to prepare for Christmas. It traces and celebrates
God’s love for us by sending us a savior. This service is
slightly over an hour but, in my opinion and the opinion of
many who attend each year, every minute spent listening,
singing, and praying is well worth it!

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Funny quotes
» All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then
doesn’t hurt. ~ Charles M. Schulz
» | remember it like it was yesterday. Of course, | don’t
really remember yesterday all that well. ~ Dory, “Finding
Dory”
» Those people who think they know everything are a
great annoyance to those of us who do. ~ Isaac Asimov

5/ ARE WE ON THE WAY
— HOME FROMTHANKSGIVING
WITH YOUR FAMILY OR




Weis Center * Parish Ministry Center
8635 Calumet Avenue « Munster, IN 46321
Phone: (219) 836-2660

Ministry Schedule

Monday, December 1

5:30 pm  Parent Bible Study—Weis Center Room 101
5:30 pm  Ministry Leaders Retreat—Weis Center Main Hall
7:.00 pm  Emotions Anonymous—Weis Center Room 101

Tuesday, December 2
4:30 pm  Advent by Candlelight—Weis Center Main Hall
7:.00 pm  Boy Scouts #542—Weis Center Room 101

Wednesday, December 3
8:00am  Coffee with the Principal—Weis Center Main Hall
9:30 am  Morning Bible Study—Weis Center Room 101
1:00 pm  Seniors of STM Board Meeting—Weis Center Room 101
6:00 pm  St. Vincent dePaul Meeting—Weis Center Room 101

Friday, December 5
9:00am Gifts of Love and Warmth—Weis Center Room 101

Saturday, December 6
9:00am  Our Lady of Lourdes Secular Franciscans—
Weis Center Room 101

Add these dates to your calendar:

Monday 12/1

5:00-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration—St. Thomas More Chapel
Friday 12/5

9:00 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration—St. Thomas More Chapel
Sunday 12/7

9:15a.m. Before the Bell—St. Thomas More Chapel

6:00 p.m. Munster HS Chorale Concert—STM Church
Thursday 12/11

9:00 a.m. Millions of Monicas—St. Thomas More Chapel

Saturday 12/13

9:00 a.m. Live Christ, Share Christ—Weis Center
Sunday 12/14

11:00 a.m. Altar & Rosary’s Christmas Potluck—Weis Center
5:00 p.m. T.G.I.F. Teen Ministry—Weis Center

6:00 p.m. Taize Prayer Service—STM Church

Tuesday 12/16

7:00 p.m. Advent Penance Service—STM Church

Sunday 12/21

6:00 p.m. Lessons & Carols—STM Church
Wednesday 12/24

5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Vigil Mass—STM Church
Thursday 12/25

12 Midnight Christmas Eve Midnight Mass—STM Church
6:30 a.m. Christmas Mass—STM Church

8:00 a.m. Christmas Mass—STM Church

10:00 a.m. Christmas Mass—STM Church

12 Noon Christmas Mass—STM Church

Celebrants

Saturday, December 6
5:30 p.m.  Fr. Mike Yadron

Sunday, December 7

V- 6:30a.m.  Fr. Mike Yadron
2’ : _7 8:00a.m.  Fr. Mike Yadron
= 10:00a.m. Carmelite Father

12:00 Noon  Carmelite Father

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Altar Servers

A ADA

Saturday, December 6 g .. » .. n

5:30 p.m. MC-Alex, AS—M. Moya & P. Werner
Sunday, December 7
8:00 a.m. MC—Abi, AS—B., E. & J. Rueth
10:00 a.m. MC—Reyna, AS—B. & T. Ogunyoye and E. Smola
12:00 Noon ~ MC—Jack, AS—J. Dye

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Greeters Schedule for the Week

Saturday, December 6
5:30 p.m. Mass
Main: Cathy Delgado
Chapel: Kimbely Eurley
Choir: Victor & Wendy Villarreal
Sunday, December 7
6:30 a.m. Mass
Main: Tanya Vasquez
8:00 a.m. Mass
Main: Knight Family
Chapel: Sandra Steele
Choir: Maria Rodriguez
10:00 a.m. Mass
Main: —-

Chapel: lvy Nguyen
12:00 p.m. Mass

If you would like to be a
Greeter, please contact
Lisa Mendoza
718mendoza@gmail.com

Main: —
............... B PP TP PSR TP PO R PP RR PP ORPPORY
SJ! 4!4” /! !’!‘! ;!I.’/! -
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First Sunday of Advent

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your
Lord will come.” MATTHEW 24:42

People who have had health issues or near-death experiences
generally have a greater appreciation for each day being a gift
from God. The rest of us usually take for granted that we will be
around tomorrow. But when you start to look at each day as a
gift, you realize all the little miracles that happen daily and you
begin to see God’s active presence in your life. You grow in

gratitude, each day, for all that we have been given.




Pray for the Sick of Our Parlsh

If you would like to add yourself or someone

else to this list and our Circle of Prayer Group, please go
to: https://tinyurl.com/42tadtyn, use the QR code

or call the Parish Office at (219) 836-8610.

Gospel Reflection
Matthew 24:37-44

A few years ago, my house was broken
into on Super Bowl Sunday. Turns out,

Antonio Belmonte
Diane Bochnowski
Linda Braun
Jack Brunetti
Diane Butler
Ursula Cichy
Kevin Clark
Loretta Clott
Charlotte Conn
Valerie Czapkowicz
Janice Devries
David Dull
Antonia Espitia
Gabriela Gallegos
Gary Gardner
Joan Glinski
Howard Gralewski
Margaret Gray
Christine Greenberg
Mary Ellen Gullicks
Jeffrey Gunning
Katie Kardes Hargett
Dick Hemingway
Elaine Herrmann
Robert Hesek

ecccccee

Steve James
Barbara Jamrose
Kelly Jean
Margaret Jones
Joseph D. Karulski
Dr. Greg Kelly
Mary Alyce Kelly
Susan Kolodziej

Gregory P. Koscielski

Crystal Kurek
Skip Lind
Paul A. Martin
Carolyn McGill
Sandi Merlo
Gino Michels
Madeline Mikolanis
Thomas Mordaunt
Bernadine Nemeth
Margaret Nickrent
Dawn Niebling
Don Noworyta
Clare O'Brien
Dennis Perz
Lucille Perz
Ruth Ramirez

Antonia Rodriguez
Valetine Rudakas
Paul Runick
Karen Rutz
Karen Sliwa
Steven Sliwa
Georgianne Suto
Michele Thomas
Rosemary Thomas
Russ Thomas
David Trotman
James Wachel
Kathy Wachel
David Wartman

“So too, you also must be prepared, for
at an hour you do not expect, the Son

of Man will come.”

MATTHEW 24:44

MATEO 24, 44

El';l!w from the Léction:
1976 Comision Episcopal de

“Tambien ustedes estén preparados,
porque a la hora que menos lo piensen,
vendra el Hijo del hombre”.

eeccccccccce

PREPARE
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it’s a great day for burglars. If the TV
isn’t on, people are probably watching the
game somewhere else, so ... easy
pickins’. I’ll never forget walking into my
bedroom and realizing someone had been
there. My stuff was thrown all over the
“ floor. The closet was torn apart. It was
disorienting and disturbing — someone had invaded the space I
thought was secure. After that, I bought an alarm system. And
every Super Bowl Sunday since, I’m extra careful to lock the
doors and keep the lights on. That experience made me more alert.
Not scared. Just attentive.

That’s much like the spiritual place Jesus wants us to be on this
first Sunday of Advent. He doesn’t start the season with soft
candlelight and cozy manger scenes. He starts with two brutal
images: a flood and a thief. In other words, chaos and violation.
Why? Because life will flood us. Chaos wil/ come. And in the
midst of it, Christ will come like a thief — not to steal from us,
but to steal us back. He is the intruder we should want. The one
who breaks in, not to ransack, but to rescue.

Christ presents himself as the thief but also the new Noah. He
builds the ark of the Church to carry us through the flood. And he
invites us to join him. How? By participating fully in our parishes.
By making our homes places of prayer. By guarding our hearts
with truth. By refusing to let spiritual complacency leave us ex-
posed. By repentance.

This Advent, don’t just stay vaguely “awake.”
Watch. The flood will come. But so will he.

— Father John Muir ©LPi1

Prepare. Build.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Readings Week of November 30

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44

Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/
Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/
Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8

Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/

Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12

Prayer of the Faithful
We pray...

That we don’t take each day for granted, but see the little
miracles that occur in our daily lives each and every day.



2
-

g Knlghts of Columbus
Chmstmas Tree & Wreath Sale

Friday: November 28th, 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Monday-Friday: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. M
Saturday 900am -8:00 p.m. * Sunday: 9:00 a.m.-6: OOpm

Christmas Trees

Fraser Fir Tree 6 to 8 Feet |$65- %85

Fraser Fir Premium 8 to 9 Feet $120

Fraser Fir Premium 1 |10 to 12 Feet |Available

Blue Spruce 6 to 7 Feet $60

Wreaths & Garlands

Wreath w/Bow Small (287) $25
Wreath w/Bow Large (307) $30
Wreath—Noble w/Bow | Small (287) $35
Wreath—Noble w/Bow | Large (307) $40

Wreath—Bow Only 44> $80
Wreath —Decorated 44> $90
Wreath — Bow Only 567 $95
Wreath —Decorated 56” $110
Fraser Garland Sold in Per Foot $2

5’ increments

Wreath Stands - $10
Tree Bags - $2

Cash or Check Only

=, Please make checks payable to:, AL
© oo Msgr. Weis Council #10596 Co.. ;

~ Join the Knights: https://kof010596.c011]/ ¥ gt

Page 5




A Celebration to Remember

A huge Thank You to everyone who came to celebrate at the Mass and
the brunch for our 80th Anniversary. The committee worked very hard and
it paid off with a fantastic feast and fellowship at the Center for Performing
Arts in Munster. Thank you to 1040 Catering for their care and attention to
our party.

L =

L |

We were so honored to have Bishop
McClory give the blessing and opening
remarks. Fr. Mike shared his heartfelt
gratitude for our parish family.

Parish Historian, Claudia Pernal,
gave an excellent presentation
on our history! Dr. Samantha
Francis, Noreen Bickel and P.J.
Caraher shared memories and a
vision for an inspired future.

™ Several Carmelite fathers,
prior parish priests and our
deacons celebrated Mass
with Fr. Mike at 12 noon.

(Photos from Rob Mangus)

It was a packed room at the hall.
Truly a testament to how much
St. Thomas More means to our
parish family.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Altar & Rosary’s Christmas

Pot Luck Luncheon
December 14th at 11 a.m. in the
Main Hall at the Weis Center.

Doors will be Open at 10:00 am for
Volunteers to help Set Up.

We will begin reciting the Rosary at 11:15 am and then en-

joy our Luncheon. Women are asked to bring a Main Dish,

Salad or Dessert. We will be collecting New Children’s
Winter Hats, Scarves and Gloves.

Our Guest Speaker is Parishioner Jennifer Anderson. Jen-
nifer’'s presentation is on Winter Wellness, Sit and Stretch,
which we will be able to participate in. So wear comfortable
clothing. Jennifer is a Certified Instructor and teaches clas-

ses at Fitness Point, the Cancer Research Center and the

Shanti Wellness Center.

Please make your Reservation at the Church Office
at 1-219-836-8610 by December 11th. Question?
Call Kaaren at 1-219-836-5079

Fifth week—Nov. 30

Daniel Maul, Director of Discipleship

I remember watching the sitcom,
Gimme A Break!, when I was a kid,
and there was this one episode in
which one of the teenage daughters
told her father to “Get a life!” He
was just giving her guidance and
some necessary punishment, for her
bad decisions. She wanted him to
get off her back and mind his own
business. Well, God tells us the very
opposite: lose your life. However,
despite the opposite message, I think we usually have the
same reaction to God, as the teenage character had to her
father. We want God to get off our backs and, kind of, mind
His own business, though, of course, EVERYTHING is
God’s business, especially the lives of His children — us.

We all want a life. We want meaningful activity, fulfilling
work, accolades — especially for our hard work — rewarding
relationships, appreciation, healthy attention, care, progress,
fun, and renewing relaxation. Is anything wrong with that? I
wouldn’t think so, unless we put all of that before God
(remember the first Commandment?) and neglect what He
wants us to do with our lives. So, what on Earth does Jesus
mean, when he says, “Whoever seeks to preserve his life will
lose it, but whoever loses it will save it” (Luke 17:33)? What
could it mean to “preserve his life”? What does that actually
look like? And, how can we lose our lives, in order to save
them? In actual behavior, what does that look like? Of
course, these are metaphors. We don’t have to become literal
martyrs, in order to be faithful Christians. We don’t have
actually to die for Christ (or another person), though we
probably should be willing to, if necessary.

We preserve our lives, when we protect and maintain them,
at all costs, and act as though these are the only lives that we
get (YOLQ!) and we must not risk losing them, not even for
a great cause and certainly not for other people. We want
nice, neat, comfortable, and prosperous middle-class lives.
What does that have to do with Christianity? We’re going to
leave these lives; we have to remember.

Yes, we have work to do, here on Earth. We are to build the
peaceable kingdom. We’re to alleviate the sufferings of peo-
ple. Yet, we have to remember that this life is fleeting and
will come to an end.

We lose our lives when — because we trust God and try to
discern the promptings and guidance of the Holy Spirit — we
don’t have life goals of our very own — when we don’t have
a “five-year plan” that we have personally crafted. Hand
your very life over to God, and He will save it.
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Celebrating Fr. Mike

This past week St. Thomas More School celebrated our Pastor by hosting a special “Dress Like Fr. Mike” out-of-uniform day, in which all students
and staff were invited to have a little fun to honor our fabulous pastor for a donation to the school’s ongoing Legacy Fund.
Our students definitely know him well! The building was filled with students (and staff) dressed as priests, in cruise wear with all the accessories and
like Disney characters. Each Saint House earned participation points and a generous $1,200 was added to our Legacy Fund. Thank you all!

—

If you are looking for a great return on your
investment, look no further than
contributing to the
St. Thomas More
School Legacy Fund
and capitalizing on
the bright, values-
driven leaders of
tomorrow:

Our St. Thomas More School Students!

GI¥ING
TUESDAY

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Funds from this year’s Legacy Fund Drive
will be used wisely to benefit students:

« Installation of a
Security Door
between the church &
school for added
students safety Ay

« Additional E‘# i i o
equipment for our :
Maker’s Space Tech Lab & more

8th Grade Friendsgiving
Breaking bread in thanksgiving for loving families, good heath, a
great education and classmates to share our days with were just a
few of the things our 8th grade students expressed during their

Friendsgiving Lunch. Thanks to parent volunteers, students enjoyed
several Thanksgiving-related activities, games and a delicious meal
with plenty of food for seconds.

We are abundantly thankful for our students, their families,
our parishioners and all in our community who care for, protect and

support our school! God bless our STMS family. Happy Thanksgiving!

= — — I =

“Pope Leo” Visits  .:,
Students -
Each week, St. Thomas More School ]
students in Preschool to 8th meet together in /\'
their “House”.
Recently, students learned about the hierarp&
of the Catholic Church and the role the  /
Pope plays in Church structure. gf
In honor of Pope Leo the Great’s
Feast Day, students dove into
the history of the very first
Pope Leo and all the Pope Leos
who have followed, including
our present day Pope,
Pope Leo XIV.
As a special surprise, 4
and to everyone’s
delight, our very A
own STMS baby £ &
“Pope Leo” made
the rounds to all T&
the classrooms, visiting
students and staff in
his little Pope Mobile.
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A CELTIC
CGLEBRATION

MUNSTER HIGH SCHOOL CHOIRS
HOLIDAY CONCERT

Sunday, December 7th at 6:00 p.m.
St. Thomas More Church

Join the Munster High School Choirs for a special
evening of Christmas Spirit and Cheer.

Qu

ADVE NT

Sunday, December 14th

St. Thomas More Church
6:00 p.m.

Taize is a French tradition of repetitive hymns, songs,
scripture and silent reflection. It is a beautiful and quiet V="
way to reclaim some peace during the holidays.

Before the Well

Join Us the First Sunday of
Every Month at 9:15 am

In the Chapel
(Before 10:00 am Mass, We End at
9:45 am, Before the Bell)

Lively Discussion with Your Fellow Parishioners
Monthly Topic for Friendly Conversation

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ANGEL TREE GIFTS

Gift Drop Offs:
At the Church
Nov. 29-30 and December 6-7

Weis Center Drop-Off Saturday
Dec. 6th, 9am-Noon

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Pause & Prepare

Advent Retreat

Hosted by the Catholic Churches of Crown Point
Saturday, December 13, 2025

The Carmelite Shrine, Munster

10am registration 4:30pm Vigil Mass

$50/person includes lunch With reflections from:

Sr Moana Grace

Call St Matthias Church to Register
219-663-2201

Or Register Online at :

https://www.zeffy.com/en-us/ticketing/
pause-and-prepare-advent-retreat




St. Thomas More Religious Education
1Ist -8th Grade * Classes: Wednesday or Thursday 4:30-6:00 p.m.

Religious Education Office Hours:

Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. « Wed & Thurs 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Director: Emily Hackett; Ext. 2232 « ehackett@stm-church.com

December Schedule
December 3/4 Class
December 10/11 Class
December 17/18 Class
December 24/25 No Class—Merry Christmas!

Dec. 31/Jan. 1 No Class—Happy New Year!

January Schedule

January 7/8 Class
January 14/15 Class
January 16th— CONFIRMATION RETREAT

GROW'NGQ/
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Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.
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Advent by Candlelight

Tuesday - December 2nd,
6:00 - 8:00 PM

St. Thomas More Weis Center
(8635 Calumet Avenue, Munster)

Reservations Requested by Nov. 25th
A complimentary light
dinner will be served.
Program to follow with prayer, songs
and guest speaker.
Goodwill offerings are welcome.
Please use this QR Code or register with
the parish office (219)-836-8610

“Waiting & Praying in Joyful Hope”
with Cindy Keilman

St Vmcent DePaul Pantry Needs:

Peanut Butter Or Hash Browns, etc.
Jelly Rice
Pasta Sauce Hamburger Helper
Canned Pasta Pork & Beans
Canned Vegetables Frosting

Canned Meats

(Chicken, Beef Stew, Spam & Tuna) Shampoo
Canned Fruit Toothpaste

Instant Mashed Potatoes Dish Soap

We appreciate your contributions to help us carry out our mission.

Note: Parishioners wishing to make a monetary donation should use their
“green envelope” (make checks payable to: St. Thomas More/SVDP)

Thank you for helpmg our nelghbors in need. God bless you!




Sacramental Information

Parish
Information

Confessions
Saturdays: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
First Friday: Half hour
before the 6:30 a.m. Mass
Marriage
Must be a registered, practicing member
of the parish at least six months before
beginning the six month program.

| Communion Calls

Baptisms

First & Third Sundays immediately
following the noon Mass. Parents
must be registered parishioners &

regularly attending at least six

months before the Baptism.
At least one of the godparents
must be a practicing Catholic.

St. Thomas More Parish Website: www.stm-church.com

Pre-Baptism Class
2nd Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
Parents must call the

Parish Office to schedule class
and/or Baptism.

2025-2026 Pastoral Council

Chairperson: Michael Popovich
Vita Ayala « Mike Englert « Deborah Gena ¢ Elaine Herrmann
Christi Kordeck « Bill McCullough « Lisa Mendoza « Claudia Pernal
Patty Queroz « Michael Sajn « Cindy Thompson

Visits to Hospitals & Homes:
Call the Parish Office to schedule
Sacraments for those in the hospital or
homebound.

Formation/Education

Parish Organizations

Altar & Rosary Society
Cindy Keilman: (219) 923-9862

Boy Scout Troop 542
Dustin Anderson: (219) 712-8752
dustincoryanderson@gmail.com

Circle of Prayer
Carolyn Cenko: (219) 741-2509
carolynrealtor@sbcglobal.net

Cooking for the Homeless
Steve Resler: (219) 765-9228

Cub Scout Pack 542
Kandace Mack: (708) 415-4133
kandacemmack@gmail.com

Finance
Barbara Shaver: (219) 838-9200

Gabriel Project
Denise Jones: (219) 616-5413

Gifts of Love & Warmth
Bernadine Nemeth: (219) 513-6544

Girl Scouts
Cynthia Navarrete: (773) 726-2411

Pastoral Ministries

Altar Servers
Kathy Tolnai

Environment & Art
Helen Jaworski &
Jim Landowski

Eucharistic Adoration
Mona Hernandez

Eucharistic Ministers
James Kaspar

Hospitality/
Greeters
Lisa Mendoza

Lectors
Richard Gard

Holy Name Society
PJ Caraher (219)680-6775

Knights of Columbus
Daniel Straka:
(219) 427-6563

Mental Health Ministry
Dr. Jean Nanos
drinanos@stm-church.com

Parish Garden Ministry
Bob Thomas
(630) 363-7978

Pastoral Care Coordinator
Jim Kaspar, Ext. 2310

Respect Life
Leslie Dernulc: (219) 741-3739

Seniors of STM
Judy Hamer: (219) 836-7916

SVDP
Terry Oprinovich
Vocations

Guidance
PJ & Margaret Caraher

Live Streaming
Joann Hajduch

Nursery
Ann Harkenrider

Ushers
Al Gallagher

Pastoral Commissions Chairs

Tim Jevyak

Parish Life

Peace & Social
Justice
Mari Casas

Spirituality Worship
Joe Dubczak
Stewardship
Paul Liszewski

New Parishioner Registration

New parishioners may register at any time in the Parish Office.
You may also visit the Information Table in the Narthex
before or after Mass on weekends.

Please contact Daniel Maul with additional questions:
219-836-8610, Ext. 2415, dmaul@stm-church.com

Pastoral & Parish Staff

Pastor: Reverend Michael J. Yadron, KCHS
Ext. 2312 « myadron@stm-church.com
Senior Deacons: David Kapala, KHS < Dr. Napoleon Tabion, OFS
Deacon: Joseph Stodola, KHS

Website: stm-church.com
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. * Saturday 9:00 a.m.-Noon
(219) 836-8610 * eFax: (219) 533-4280 « Email: parish.office@stm-church.com

Dir. of Parish Mission
Noreen Bickel, Ext. 2330
nbickel@stm-church.com

Dir. of Finance & Operations
Charles Schimpf, Ext. 2329
cschimpf@stm-church.com

Dir. of Music

Angie Van Manen: Ext. 2338
avanmanen@stm-church.com

Dir. of Ministries & Comm.
Krystal Quagliara, Ext. 2414
kquagliara@stm-church.com

Dir. of Religious Education
Emily Hackett, Ext. 2232
ehackett@stm-school.com

Dir. of Discipleship

Daniel Maul, Ext. 2415
dmaul@stm-church.com

Parish Office Receptionist
Phyllis Krizmanic; Ext. 2300
pkrizmanic@stm-church.com

Bulletin Editor
Krystal Quagliara, Ext. 2414
bulletin@stm-church.com

Building Maintenance
Contact the Parish Office or
Charles Schimpf at Ext. 2329

Custodial Supervisor
Kim Smith, Ext. 2331
ksmith@stm-church.com

St. Thomas More School

National Blue Ribbon School * Preschool to 8th Grade
School Office: (219) 836-9151 « M-F: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. « stm-school.com

Principal Administrative Business Manager
Dr. Samantha Francis Assistant Maria Vega
Ext. 2258 Jennifer Gonzalez Ext. 2339
. Ext. 2200
Admissions . .
Pam Pasyk Receptlon_IOfflce
Ext. 2309 Associate
ppasyk@sth-school com Nereida Harretos
: Ext. 2201




Automatic Offering Sacrificial Offerings
Make Life Easier with

Automated Contributions to Our Parish November 16, 2025
Rather than weekly envelopes, you may find it easier to make your Regular $20.740.00
regular parish contributions via our online system. Loose $1’984.00
Each time you donate, St. Thomas More Parish benefits from Children ’ $8.00
contributions to support our ministries, programs and facilities. Automated $6,310.89
Follow the instructions below if you, too, would like to utilize e
our online system. TOTAL $29,042.89

Make a Payment Online:
Donate online through our parish website by using PayPaI/deblt/credlt Please remember St. Thomas More in your
You may also scan the QR Code or Link Directly at Will and Estate Planning.
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=TQTQJV2KT2UKS Thank you for your generosity.

Questions?
Contact Maria Vega, Business Manager:

(219) 836-8610, #2339 or
mvega@stm-church.com

No matter how you give, your contributions to STM
are appreciated

Family Owned and Operated since 1941
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Place Your Ad Here

Indiana and Support Our Parish!
MDMedAlert!™ 5o

CONTACT ME Steve Naida
« Ambulance/Police  caL| NOW! $19 mo. -t‘

s 800.808.9294 ,mdmeda,mm' s A snaida@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x8833
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Catholic
Calendar

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! » UNBEATABLE

SERVICE \
&PRICES  4f\:s

724 Hoffman St. | Hammond, IN 46237
19-853-1900 - tortillasnuevoleon.com

% O.M. Distributors, Inc.
2

9809 INDIANAPOLIS BLVD, HIGHLAND - 219-924-3400 - WEBBFORD.NET

Manufacturers of Quality Tortilla Products since 1975

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-99521;al ngWYVIAlpi.com St. Thomas More, Munster, IN C 01-0364



Parishioners: Denise Knapp, Michael Mellon
__AveRoAN__ Bank Local. MUNSTER 230 Hohman/ve. 836-5870
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.-I"-'_cﬁtzh Has No Bounds nREANIZATI“N NEED ; -4 '
MOONCROSS.ORG A N[WSlmER?

FERREE MOVERS p s
Somesne You Can Toussl Engaging, ad-supported

Dog Walking ¢ Drop-Ins
Pet Sitting * Nail Trims alisongargas@aol.com

http://www.AlisonGargasSellsHomes.com

Gabi Vega
- 219-628-6146 || (GLuTHH BROTHERS

Pack » Move  Store » Deliver print and digital newsletters ] A o
Thomas Ferree to reach your community. See My RooriNG 40., INc.
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www.ferreemoving.com Page
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Your All-Around Helping Hands
FEARS

= 3 844-5536  FREE ESTIMATES

Fix the Old/Create the New
Affordable, Guaranteed Service
Charity Contributions Through Proceeds
St. Thomas More Parishioner

SEE THE DIFFERENCE!
pavid Kelly 303-283-5560
9809 Indianapolis Blvd, Highland * 219-924-3400 - WEBBFORD.NET VISIT: daves-handyman.com

UNBEATABLE SERVICE & PRICES

oo o fhomas More,, e StateFarm ~%_ We Are Family Home Care

!
We need y.oll. Kevin Bednarek Companion and Personal Care Services
Msgr. Weis Margaret (nee Ulinski) & Jason Bazarko
Knights of Columb 219-836-1640 — STMS Alumni & Diocese Parishioners
mgnts o olumbpus 8000 Calumet Ave, Ste. 2 - Munster, IN 46321 Licensed / Bonded / Insured/Independent
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//Good at either Munster 888- 924 4822 Serving Northwest Indiana ® 219-669-5730

+ or Hammond locations wwwreli net- net www.wearefamilyhomecare.com | care@wearefamilyhomecare.com
Alcohol excluded, not valid with other offers .| RELIABLE COMFORT - UNMATCHED QUALITY
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Stop by to Experience Munster, IN
Chicago’s finest Hand-Dipped
Chacolates and Homemade Next to

N KISH, Owner

FE-LONG PARISHIONER

lee Cream since 1920! McShane’s ‘
The helpful place.

708-251-5351 | eatmychocolates.com

Find us on Facebook! Gus Bock’s Ace Hardware
ALUMET AVENUE « MUNSTER 3306 Ridge Rd - Lansing, IL 60438 1820 45th Street » (219) 934-9500
K}[SH ) 924-3333 BARBARA M. SHAVER
.kishfuneralhome.net Attorney at Law
FUNERAL HOME Wills ~ Trusts ~ Probate ~ Elder Law ~ Medicaid
CREMATION SERVICES FILIATED WITH BURNS-KISH-FH 2929 Carlson Dr,, Hammond, IN 46323 (219) 931-0560

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 ® www.4lpi.com St. Thomas More, Munster, IN A 01-0364



