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Spring Cleaning Fire Safety

We're finally thawing out here in Ohio, and that means it's time for some spring cleaning! As you begin your
spring cleaning, remove clutter that may have built up over the winter months, including boxes, papers and
other combustible materials taking up space in your hamae.

Paper & Boxes

Maver store paper products near furnaces and water heatars. Move these items
away from those appliances or discard them in your community recycle bins.

Avoid burning boxes and other paper items in fireplaces, wood stoves, outdoor fire
pits and bonfires. Embers from paper products can be carried away by rising heat
from fire and spread to neighboring buildings and properties. Paper also adds layers
of crecsote to your chimney, which can build up over time and cause

chimney fires,

Clothes Dryers

While most people were taught to clean the lint trap inside their clothes dryer, it is
equally as important to clean behind and under tha dryar, as well. The tubing com-
ing from the back of the dryer — as well as the rigid vent pipes leading outside — can
clog with lint and dust, leading to a potential fire hazard.

If your dryer is taking too long to dry clothes or you smell something odd each time
you use it, immediately check all vents, pipes and tubes coming from the back of tha
dryer. Additionally, do not oparate vour dryer while you're not home or sleeping.

Smoke Alarms

Just because you've changed the batteries in your smoke alarm, doesn't mean it
cannot still malfunction. Dust can accumulate inside a smoke alarm, causing a mal-
function or leading to nuisance alarms. That means you should vacuum your alarms
to get rid of any dust. Use the soft brush attachment on a traditional vacuum cleaner
or a hand vacuum, to réach up and gently clean the alarm of any possible dust
buildup. While you’re there, make sure to check the date of the alarm to ensure it's
not more than 10 years old. Manufacturers recornmend replacing smoke alarms
before 10 years so you always have the protection your household needs.

Many hazards can easily be found and corrected if you take the time during your
spring cleaning efforts. Check out the Home Fire Safety Checklist for some helpl
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A residential fire oceurs every half hour in Ohio. How safe is your home from fira? To determine the safety of
yvour home from fire hazards, study these questions with vour family. Every "ves" answer indicates a positive
fire safety situation. However, every “no” answer points to a fire hazard that needs to be corrected.

Matches/lighters and Careless

Mo
Smoking Hazards
Do you keep matches and lighters away O 0O
from sources of heat?
Do you make sure matches and smoking O 0O

materials are out before disposing of theam?

Do vou have plenty of large, noncombustible O O
ash trays in every room?

Is "Ne Smoking in Bed™ arule inyourhome? O O

Do you use ash trays outside to avoid mulch
fires?

Electrical Hazards

Do you have qualified alectricians install or O 0O
extend your wiring?

When yvou buy elactrical equipmeant and O 0O
appliances, do yvou always look for the LIL label
of Underwritars Laboratories Inc.?

Are there anough electrical outlets in every [J O
room o avoid the need for multiple attachment
plugs and long extension cords?

Are there proper heat controls on your 0O 0O
electrical iron and all electrical appliances
usad for cooking?

Do you have adequate circuit breaker fuses O O
tor the eguipment used in vour home?

Are all extension cords of the right size, O O
in the open, not under rugs or through
partitions or openings, and are they for

temporary use only?

Is there adequate wiring in all room for -
today’s electronics?

Heating and Cooking Hazards

If you use oil heat or gas heat, is the equip- O O
ment listed by the proper laboratories, such as
UL or the American Gas Association?

Before the heating season begins, deyou 0O O
have your heating system inspected and
sarviced?

Heating and Cooking Hazards o B

{continued)

If you have a wood burning stove, hasitbeen [0 O
installed properly according to manufacturers instructions?

Do you burn seasoned wood and is it stored O O
in the proper place?

Are all vant connectors and flue pipes thatpass 0O 0O
through attics, floors, ceilings and walls properly installed?

Do you clean your chimney at leastonceavear? O O
{More often if it is used more regularky)

s your kitchen stove, including the ovenandthe 0O O
broiler, kept clean of grease?

Do all portable heaters in your home bearthe [ [
label of Underwriters Laboratories (UL} or
some other recognized safety testing agency?

If you use a portable heatar, is it placed well O O
away from any and all combustible materials?

Do you always refill the fuel tank of yourkerosene [ 0O
heater outdoors?

Since portable kerosene heaters use up O
oxygen when they burn, do you always have
adequate ventilation?

Do you always tum off the portable heater O
when you go to bed?
Do you make sure that the fuel is not cont- [ O

aminated prior to uging it in your kerosene heater?

If using kerosene heaters, do you have working 0O 0O
carbon monoxide detectors outside of each
slegping area?

Is your inside basement door at the head of O O
the stairs properly fitted and kept closed at night?

Has everyone in the family been warned never 0 0O
to use any flammable liguids to start a fire in
the stowve, fireplace or furnace?

Is every fireplace equipped with a sturdy O 0O
meatal fire screen?

{over)



Housekeeping Hazards — Especially for Parents L

Do you keep your basement, closets and atticclear [0 O Do you extinguish candles when you leave the area? ] [
of rags, papers and other combustible materials?

Do you use noncombustible containers to set O O
If vou store paint, varnish, and other items, do O D candles on?
vou keap the containers tightly closed? :

Do yvou keep matches and lighters out of the ] D

Has sveryone in your family been warned neverta [ [0  reach of children?

use gasaline or other flammable liquids for cleaning : _
clothes, furnishings or floors? Are you careful never to leave children alone in O O

a room with a portable heater aor wood stove?
Do you clean the lint filter after every use of the dryer? O O

Do vou leave a responsible person with your O O
Do you vacuum and dust your smoke datectar? 0O O children when you go out, even for a little while?
When you employ babysitters, do you instruct O O
Yard and Garage Hazards them carefully on what to da in case of a fire?
Do you keep your yard cleaned of leaves, debris OO0 ope your children know their address? O
and combustible rubbish?
IMPORTAMT: Achild learns by example as well 0O 0O
If you keep gascling for use in a power mower or OO as by instruction. In regard to fire safety, do you
outboard motor, is it stored in a strong, clearly labeled always set a good exampla?
red gasoline safety-type can? .
In Case of Fire
If your garage is attached to the house, is it sepa- O o
rated by @ fire-retardant door which is kept closed? Do you know the telephone number of your fire a o
department or how to usa 8117
If you store kerosene, is it placed in an approved O O
blue and white container that is clearly labeled kerosana? Do you know how to call in a fire alarm? O O
Smoke Detectors Is there an extinguisher easily accessible inyour [ [
kitchen and do you know how to use it?
Do wou have a smoke detector installed on avery O 0O
level of your home and in sleeping areas? Do vou have an escape plan with at least two ways O 0O
out of every room in your home?
Do you test yvour detector manthly to ensure that it O O
i& In properworking order? Have you practiced that escape plan by holding fire [ [J
drills in your home during the day and night?
Do you change the batteries twice a year at 0O 0
the time change? Have you included caregivers in your drills? i1 B |
Have your replaced your smoke detector if it is O O Do you have a central meeting place? 0O 0O

10 years old or oldar?

Ohio Department of Commerce
Division of State Fire Marshal
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Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068
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WY hat You

Can Burn
in the Neighborhood

Is there less than 1,000 feet from
where you want to burn and the
nearest inhabitable structure?

w‘“’ﬂ 1,000

feet

g s )

Dhia law limits what and where vou can open burn. The
following fires are allowed if there is less than 1,000
feet from where you want to burn and a neighboring

inhabitable structure.

You may have a fire

for cooking, warmth,
pleasure, ceremonial or
similar purposes without
notification and,/or
permicsion fram the Chio

EPA as long as:

» burn only clean, dry,
seasoned firewood:

» the fire is no larger than
3 feet in diameter and 2
feet high; and

+ fire is not used for waste
disposal.

Larger ceremonial fires
are allowed with these
guidelines:

 use only clean, dry,
seasoned firewood,

= the fire is no larger
than 5 feet in diameter
and 5 feet high;

e the fire burns no
longer than 3 hours;
and

« fireis notused for
waste disposal.



If you live in a restricted area, generally within or just
outside a municipal boundary, you must provide written
notification to the Ohio EPA district office or local air
pollution control agency 10 days prior to the fire,

Fires for recognized horticultural, silvivulture,
prairie management, invasive species management
and wildlife control practices are allowed prior
notification to Ohio EPA,

+ The notification of intent for open burning
must be submitted in writing at least 10
working days before the fire is to be set.

» Forms and more information are located at:
epaohio.gov/dapc/general/openburning

» Please call your local Ohio EPA district, local
air pollution control agency and/or local fire
department for more information.

Local areas may have more restrictive open burning
requirements and local ordinances.

If there is at least 1,000 feet from the nearest
neighboring inhabitable structure and your fire
location, different regulations may apply.

For more information about Ohio Administrative
Code (0AC) open burning regulations please contact
your Ohio EPA district and/or local air agency.




Before You Light It... Know Ohio’s Open Burning Regulations

Why is open burning a problem?

Open burning can release many kinds of
toxic fumes. Leaves and plant materials send
aloft millions of spores when they catch fire,
causing many people with allergies bo have
difficulty breathing

The poliutants released by open burning also
make it more difficult to meet health-based air
quality standards, especially in or near large
cities, The gases released by open burning can
alze corrode metal siding and damage paint
on buildings

What open burning is never allowed?

Under Ohio Law, these materials may not be
burned anywhere in the state at any time;

« garbage—any wastes created in the process
of handling, preparing, cooking or consuming
fond;

»  materials containing rubber, grease and
asphalt or made from petroleum, such as
tires, cars and auto parts, plastics or plastic-
coated wire; and

»  dead animals—unless approved for control
of disease by a poverning agency.

Dther restrictions:

*  [(pen burmning is not allowed when air
pollution warnings, alerts or emergencies
are in effect.

»  Fires cannot obscure visibility for roadways,
railroad tracks or air fields.

¢ Mo wastes generated off the premises may
be burned. For example, a tree (rimming
contractor may not haul branches and limbs
to angther site 1o burn,

Does Ohio EPA ever allow
exceptions to the rules?

Under certain circumstances, yes. Howevey,
o burn a prohibited material or set a fire jp
a restricted area, you must receive writtey
permizsion from Ohio EPA before you begip
burning. This may take two weeks.

Can a community
regulate open burning?

Yes, However, local ordinances cannot be jege
strict than the state law,

What happens if I'm caught
illegally open burning?

Othio EPA has the authority to enflorce the siape's
open burning laws, Violations can resull iy
substantial penalties. If you have any queskions,
or would like ko report a suspected open huming
incident, contact your Ohio EPA district office or
vour lecal air pollution control agency. See (he
imap i this brochure for the agency 1o contct in
YOI Aread.

Health Concerns

Burning housshold waste produces many goxic
chemicals anc iz one of the largest known
sources of dioxin in the nation. Other air
pollutants from open burming include partieulate
rnatter, sulfur dioxide, lead and mercury,

These pollutaits have been linked (o s8vepy)
health problems, including asthma, respitaory
lnesses. nervous system damage, kidney

and liver damage, and reproductive or
developmentzl disorders,

What You Can Do
Instead of Open Burning

« Heduce the amount of
waste you generate,

»  Heuwss items in another way.

¢  Recycle - Contact your
waste disposal provider
about curb-side pickug or
drop-off locations for bulky
or hazardous items.

»  Compost vard trimmings
and food scraps, while
creating a natural, free
fertilizer.

Protection Agercy

For a complete capy of Ohbe's open burning
l'r.*gﬂ'lrﬂ‘innl:.mn.rnrt!

Ohi EFA

Diivisiom of Air Pollation Contrel
P, Box 1045

Columbos, OF] 432 16-1049

[6E4] G44-2270

epa.chiogow dape/general gpenburming

@hio

' riw e b Sy

Before You Light It... /

Open burning is any time you
light an outdoor fire without
a chimney or stack,

When burning refuse in
burn barrels or open piles, the
potential cost to your health, your
home, your neighbors and your
environment far exceeds the price
af adequate collection services.
Protect yourself, your neighbors and your

wallet by kinopwing the rules—what you can
burn and where,



What can | burn?

The following open fires are alfowed in Ohio sl

Local Air Pollution Control h_gen:les

A A
oYy

) Portsmouth Air Pollution Control

"'.-_.-
o

Akron Regional Air Guality Management Districl

Thie fivivion of Air Pollution Cortrsl '.'z_,l'l.lrl"m'l'i.'l.'l'ﬂrm!
firtiita Ales for disseicr offices aed focal air ngencias are

nit the same os Gkie EFA §stonderd district heandares.
Startard district boundories, indicnted by e dark s,

[HOG] 589-24R0 ks b Btk
aragemadorg
Canton [vision of Alr Pollution Control Lf.',..,.. Ll 7

(330) 409-3385
cantonhealthorgfapeyf

Sothrerest Ohio Air Quoaslay Agency

[E00) BRG-0474
sothwestchioairomg

Eegional Alr Pollution Contred Agency
(HHI} 458-2115

FapiLong

Lake County Alr Pellution Confrol
(440} 150-2543
leghdergFpape_id=36E8T

(740} 353-5156
portsmcuthoh.orgshealth air-division,!

Toledo Division of Envircnmental Services

(A1) 936-3015

toledeoh o fservices public-uclities,
environmental-services airf
Mahoning-Trumbwull Air Pellution Controd Apgency
[330) T43-3333
yehd.comServices/ Al ollutionasps

Cleveland Division of Adr Qualicy
[216) 664-2297
clevelandhealth,rrg/network fair_guality fair_quality.php

Dhio EPA District Offices

I¥PE OF FIRE

INSIEPE A VILLAGE OR CITY"
H genbraied on property

Woos ackao arger fian 21 hgh % 3# woe

May 2018

DUTHDE A VILLAGE OF CITY
if genorated on progorty

GO Centeal District Gffice

‘BOD) 6BE-2330°  (614) T26-3778

NEDD  MNortheast District Office

B0 GEA-6330°  (330] 963-1200
WWD0 Yorthwest District e

BOU) 6EG-6930°  [419) 352-B461

SEDG  Southeast District Office
BOD) 6BA-7IA0Y  (740) 3A5-8501

* Toll-fiee sinbers are for calls within (e,
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