East Texas Council of Governments
3800 Stone Rd. Kilgore, TX 75662
[image: ]                                                  BID: CW-DDHCS2526
COGWORKS Disaster Debris Handling & Cleanup Services RFP2526

[bookmark: _Hlk524513905]David A. Cleveland, Executive Director, ETCOG
Wendi Horst, Director of Operations
[bookmark: _Hlk150174453][bookmark: _Hlk149656079]BID TIMELINE SCHEDULE (dates/times subject to change)
Bid Release                   Monday, December 15, 2025
Bid Due                          Friday, January 16, 2026 (11:00 AM)



INTRODUCTION

East Texas Council of Governments
East Texas Council of Governments (ETCOG) is a voluntary association of counties, cities, school districts and special districts within a fourteen-county East Texas region. ETCOG assists local governments in planning for common needs, cooperating for mutual benefit and coordinating sound regional development. Either directly or through contractors, ETCOG provides programs and services for East Texas seniors, employers, and job seekers.  ETCOG also builds the 9-1-1 emergency call delivery system, provides peace officer training and homeland security planning services; and delivers rural transportation services, business finance programs, grant writing services and environmental grant funding for the region.

[bookmark: _Hlk149655380]COGWORKS Purchasing Cooperative (COGWORKS)
ETCOG’S purchasing cooperative program, COGWORKS, serves both ETCOG and participating membership. The main goal of the purchasing cooperative is to alleviate the need for participating members to conduct individual formal competitive bid processes required by law for purchase thresholds over $50,000 aggregate to term of awarded contracts. In doing so, COGWORKS seeks to have a positive effect in reducing costs through interlocal agreements to procure goods and services at competitive pricing from participating vendors. The Multi-Award bid processes facilitated by COGWORKS satisfies all local, state, federal, and granting authorities bid law requirements and restrictions. ETCOG’s governing body(s) has governing authority over COGWORKS.

PURPOSE
[bookmark: _Hlk150171300][bookmark: _Hlk149654919][bookmark: _Hlk150171351]COGWORKS is soliciting proposals from qualified vendors with experience in disaster debris removal and disposal services and the preparation, response, recovery, and mitigation phases of any emergency situation or disaster. This will be a ‘Multi-Award’ bid process for the procurement of Disaster Debris Handling & Disposal Services , and all related disposal operations on an ‘as-needed’ basis on behalf of entities located within the multi-regional area and beyond. Vendors are expected to submit their most competitive bid pricing to all COGWORKS participating membership.


BID SUBMISSION SHEET 
Disaster Debris Handling & Cleanup Services RFP 2526 

This is a ‘Multi-Award’ procurement process and submitted pricing is expected to be the most competitive offered by participating Vendors which must be given to all COGWORKS participating membership, including ETCOG as a participating member, for a 1-year period, with an additional two- 1 year terms from the date of the initial resulting contract. In full disclosure, all submitted bid pricing, service details will be posted on the COGWORKS website and accessible for all COGWORKS participating membership, competing vendors, and the general public to view. 

Vendor/Company Name: ______________________________________________

Exceptions: ______________________________________________________________________

Advantages: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Territory Served __________________________________________________________________

Competitive Pricing: ______________  % off Current Market pricing per Cubic Yard ___________
(if % is different per category, please note below for each)
 
Debris removal event categories consist of minor to major natural disasters such as but not limited to, windstorms, flooding, tornadic destruction, and ice storms.    


Land-Based Vegetation Debris Removal

Work consists of all labor, equipment, fuel, and associated costs necessary for loading and transporting land-based waterway debris. This consists of removal of eligible hazardous leaning or hanging limbs to be moved to an approved site and to a final disposal facility. The contractor will be held responsible for returning the site to its condition prior to use in connection with the storm event. If debris is accessible by land, it shall be paid under this like item, even it is removed via water-based machinery. Tipping fees are to be included in this price.

								Per Cubic Yards  % off ___________



Waterway Land-Based Construction and Demolition Debris Removal				
	
Removal of all construction and demolition storm debris from all designated waterways 
assigned on a task order basis via land-based operations will be eligible under this pay 
item. The contractor will load, haul and dump this debris at an approved  contractor 
designated type landfill. The contractor shall load, haul and dispose vegetative debris 
at the designated approved vegetative disposal/processing site. Contractor shall perform all work in accordance with Federal, State, and local rules, regulations and laws and is responsible for thoroughly documenting the condition of the site prior to use in connection to the storm event. Payment will be made on a cubic yard basis for actual volume of waste at the contracted unit rate in accordance with the fee schedule identified in the proposal. If the debris is accessible by land, it shall be paid under this line item, even if removed via water-based machinery. Tipping fees are to be included in this price. 
								Per Cubic Yards % off ___________
 
Water-Based Construction and Demolition Debris Removal

Removal of all construction and demolition storm debris from all designated waterways assigned on a task order basis via water-based operations will be eligible under this pay item. The contractor will load, haul and dump this debris at a contractor designated type landfill. The contractor shall load, haul and dispose vegetative debris at the designated approved vegetative disposal/processing site. Contractor shall perform all work in accordance with all Federal, State, and local rules, regulations and laws and is responsible for thoroughly documenting the condition of the site prior to use. Payment will be made on a cubic yard basis for actual volume of waste at the contracted unit rate in accordance with the fee schedule identified in the proposal. Tipping fees are to be included in the price.
								Per Cubic Yard % off ___________



Reduction of Debris through Grinding	

Work consists of all labor, equipment, fuel, and miscellaneous costs necessary to reduce disaster generated debris through grinding.
								Per Cubic Yards % off ___________




[bookmark: _Hlk150174654]
NOTE: Awarded Vendors will deal directly with participating members for their specific purchase requirements and needs, any required certificates/documentation i.e., bonds/insurance, (etc.) and for payment of goods and/or services procured by participating member. Awarded Vendors and COGWORKS members entering into an agreement will ensure compliance with the federal procurement regulations and with the Public Assistance Program’s eligibility criteria, to allow eligibility cleanup funding to be expedited by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)  staff. The COGWORKS member is responsible for initiating and managing any contractual obligations regardless of whether such services are eligible for public assistance or grant funding. 











INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS


The Proposer shall procure and maintain, for the duration of the contract, insurance against claims for injuries to persons or damages to property which may arise from or in connection with the performance of the work. Coverage shall be at least as broad as:

1. Commercial General Liability (CGL) insurance written on an occurrence basis, with limits no less than $1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate. The policy shall include the Client as Additional Insured using ISO Endorsement CG 20 10 and CG 20 37 (or equivalent).
2. Automobile Liability with limits no less than $1,000,000 combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage.
3. Workers’ Compensation as required by state statute and Employer’s Liability with limits of no less than $500,000 per occurrence.
4. Pollution Liability with limits of $1,000,000 per claim and $2,000,000 aggregate.
5. Umbrella/Excess Liability with limits not less than $2,000,000.

All policies shall contain a waiver of subrogation in favor of the client. Coverage shall be primary and non-contributory. Certificates must be provided .


PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

[bookmark: _Hlk150174703][bookmark: _Hlk149655065]Vendors are required to go online at https://www.cog-works.org/vendors to participate and submit a proposal for any of the available Multi-Award bid categories listed to be eligible to become an awarded COGWORKS vendor. 

In addition, Vendor understands:

1. They will submit pricing for products and services offered in this multi-award procurement process;

2. They may indicate bid pricing, exceptions, advantages, and territories served on the ‘Bid Submission Sheet’ (p. 2). 

3. Upon notice of award vendors are responsible to access the current participating member listing posted on the COGWORKS website at https://www.cog-works.org/participating-members to market their products and/or services to COGWORKS participating members, once a signed contract is finalized.

4. In the event, an entity who is not listed on the posted ‘COGWORKS Participating Members’ listing tries to procure products and/or services please contact the bid facilitator, Christine Weems, at cog-works@etcog.org to verify their membership before proceeding with a sale using the COGWORKS awarded pricing.

5. Submitted bid pricing and service terms will be guaranteed for twelve (12) months from notice of award and provided to all COGWORKS Members equally, regardless of size and location.
 
6. For product or merchandise delivery charges - freight, inside delivery, installation, are to be included in bid pricing. Delivery will be F.O.B. Designation.

7. A packing list is to be provided to the appropriate business office of the ordering participating member. 

8. Product or merchandise purchases and suitable shipping documents shall accompany each shipment and show:

a. Name and address of vendor;
b. name and address of receiving department;
c. the ordering entity Purchase Order number; and,
d. a description of the product or merchandise shipped, including item numbers, quantity, number of containers and package number.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk150174718]Samples may be requested from Vendors for testing by COGWORKS participating member entities. Samples that fail testing shall be sufficient reason to reject a bid or a bid item or constitute cancellation/reimbursement of product orders.

10. Vendor warrants any goods furnished to participating membership will conform to any applicable specifications, drawings, and descriptions offered by vendor in a submitted bid offer, and any sample(s) furnished by Vendor. In the event a conflict between submitted specifications, drawings, descriptions, and samples occur, the participating member will have final say.


11. Vendor shall not limit or exclude any implied warranties of products/services offered and attempt to do so may render this contract voidable at the option of the Buyer. 

12. Continuing non-performance of Vendors in terms of products/services offered shall be a basis for the termination of any contract award term. Cancellation by any participating membership may be made upon thirty (30) calendar days written notice to the awarded vendor;

13. Participating membership shall not pay for work, equipment, or supplies which are unsatisfactory. Vendors will be given a reasonable opportunity (30 calendar days) before termination, to correct the deficiencies. This, however, shall in no way be construed as negating the basis for termination for non-performance.

14. Vendors must provide references upon request by participating membership at any time during the bid process and at any time during the award term period.

15. [bookmark: _Hlk150168228][bookmark: _Hlk150173617]W-9 must be returned with submitted bid proposal and also provided whenever requested by participating members at any time.

16. Any questions regarding this bid process should be directed to COGWORKS, Christine Weems by email at cog-works@etcog.org or by phone at 903-218-6479.
[bookmark: _Hlk24464005]


VENDOR PARTICIPATION

[bookmark: _Hlk150169293]Vendors must participate in a formal competitive bid submission process to become a COGWORKS vendor. The available bid categories may be found by going online to COGWORKS website at https://www.cog-works.org/vendors for viewing. Vendors may also participate in more than one available bidding opportunity if they choose to do so.  Please contact Christine Weems at 
cog-works@etcog.og or by phone at 903-218-6479 for assistance if needed.


VENDOR INVOICES

Important Notice: Awarded vendors will submit invoices directly to the participating member placing the order for products/services. Payments will be processed after each business office has been notified the items have been received in good condition and shipments are complete. Invoices must detail the items delivered and must reference the participating member’s purchase order number for speed in processing. Payment is NET30 unless otherwise advised by a participating member.

ETCOG Invoices: (ETCOG purchases only)
ETCOG purchases for products/services are NET30 upon receipt of invoice by the ETCOG Operations/Finance department. Email invoices to a.p@etcog.org. 




VENDOR BID FEES 

Vendors are required to pay a $25.00 processing fee for any submitted bid proposal by going to the COGWORKS website at https://www.cog-works.org/payments to do so. In addition, Awarded vendors will pay a 3% fee on any orders placed with them by COGWORKS participating members, which includes ETCOG as a participating member. 


Awarded vendors must report any 3% fees owed to COGWORKS every quarter, to be invoiced for payment by ETCOG at a time of their choosing.

Note: To ensure proper payments of both the bid proposal processing fee and the 3% fee off retail sales, awarded vendors are asked to identify the purchasing member name and the corresponding bid category name at the time of submitting any vendor fee payment(s). Vendors may contact Christine Weems at cog-works@etcog.org or by phone at 903-218-6479 for further assistance if needed.

COGWORKS PARTICIPATING MEMBERSHIP

Vendors understand that East Texas Council of Governments (ETCOG) is a participating member of COGWORKS in addition to the participating members who have submitted the interlocal documentation required to confirm membership which makes them eligible for all awarded vendor pricing.

COGWORKS Participating Members: 


MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBLE FOR PARTICIPATION

The following entity types are eligible to become a participating member in the COGWORKS program by returning interlocal documentation. 

· Cities, Towns, Counties, and other Local Governments
· Political Subdivisions and Planning Commissions
· Schools, School Districts, Colleges, and Universities
· Emergency Medical Services and Fire Districts
· Hospitals and Hospital Districts
· Special Law Enforcement Jurisdictions
· Judicial Courts and Districts
· Utility Districts
· Special Districts
· State Agencies
· Nonprofit 501(c)(3) Corporations

Note: Vendors may also visit https://www.cog-works.org/participating-members for a listing of ETCOG member counties and cities.



ETCOG REGIONAL MAP



[image: map of 14 county East Texas Region]













                                                                            Source: https://www.etcog.org/membership


VETHUB & NONDISCRIMATORY BEST PRACTICES

ETCOG shall ensure veteran-owned businesses are considered as sources for acquisitions whenever possible by:

· soliciting these businesses whenever they are potential sources;
· when economically feasible, dividing total desired services into smaller components to permit maximum participation by these businesses;
· if the requirement permits, establishing delivery schedules that will encourage VetHub  to participate; and
· using the services and assistance of the VetHub list on the Texas Comptroller website, as needed.
· [bookmark: _Hlk150169528]Vendors are encouraged to make a good faith effort to consider VetHubs when subcontracting.    
· utilizing the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts website Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts ;
· utilizing Web sites or other directory listings maintained by local Chambers of Commerce.
· advertising subcontract work in local veteran and minority publications; and/or contacting the contracting state agency for assistance in locating available VetHubs. 

All vendors and their contractors and subcontractors shall comply with all applicable nondiscrimination and equal opportunity provisions of federal and state law and all regulations implementing the laws. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150175030]


BID SUBMISSION GENERAL TERMS

1. [bookmark: _Hlk150169549]It is the Vendor’s sole responsibility to prepare the bid submission with all required exhibits and materials included by or before the referenced ‘BID DUE’ deadline (p.1).

2. ETCOG will not bear liability for any costs incurred in the preparation of bid submissions or any responsibility in the transmission or delivery of responses to this bid.

3. The ETCOG lobby clock will be the factor in determining the Bid submission time of receipt. 

4. It is the Vendor’s responsibility to ensure any addenda or additional materials pertinent to their bid submission are included in or with their bid submission. ETCOG will not be held liable for missing addenda or materials at the time of the ‘Bid Due’ (p. 1) and said addenda or additional materials will not be accepted past the bid submission deadline date and time.
[bookmark: _Hlk149654030]













[bookmark: _Hlk150173727][bookmark: _Hlk150175053]SUBMISSION OF BIDS

Submission options: (Only ‘one’ option method is required, not both)

[bookmark: _Hlk150169601]HARDCOPY INSTRUCTIONS:
 Hardcopy bid submissions must be clearly identified on the outermost return envelope or packaging and must be received by the ‘Bid Due’ date/time (p.1) of 11:00 A.M., Friday, January 16, 2026, regardless of if by mail, courier/delivery services, or hand delivered, at:

East Texas Council of Governments (ETCOG) 
Attn: Christine Weems, Strategic Procurement
3800 Stone Road, Kilgore, TX 75662

Write:  Company Name, Bid# CW-DDHCCS2526, Friday, January 16 , 2026, in bottom left-hand corner of the outermost Return Envelope/Package

[bookmark: _Hlk150169659][bookmark: _Hlk150169638]NOTE: Emailed, telephone, facsimile, or late bid submissions are not allowed in this bid process.

1. Vendors are to submit one (1) hardcopy marked ‘Original’ along with (1) one additional copy marked ‘Copy’ and must also submit one (1) USB drive with the proposal and all related materials on it. Please do not use 3-ring binders.

2. It is the Vendor’s sole responsibility to prepare, submit, and deliver or arrange delivery of the bid submission with all required exhibits and materials to the designated location on or before the ‘Bid Due’ deadline (p. 1).

3. ETCOG will not bear liability for any costs incurred in the preparation of bid submissions in response to this bid process.

4. ‘Bid Due’ deadline time will be determined by the ETCOG lobby clock.

5. Courier or delivery services may not deliver directly to the specified department location; therefore, it is strongly recommended:

· [bookmark: _Hlk150249308]Vendors should allow sufficient time for delivery of proposal prior to the referenced deadline (p. 1) to the location specified above.

· Vendors understand that failure to submit a bid submission by the designated deadline, for whatever reason, may not be grounds for disputing the procurement solicitation process or any resulting award.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk150249329]Submitted bids may be withdrawn at any time prior to the official bid due date. Alterations made before that time must be initialed by Vendor guaranteeing authenticity. After the bid due date, bids may not be amended, altered, or withdrawn.

7. If submitted bid pricing includes more than one Vendor location, then Vendor is required to identify location name, address, phone number, or website URL address.



[bookmark: _Hlk150173782]DIGITAL UPLOAD INSTRUCTIONS

1. [bookmark: _Hlk149656057]Vendors must email Christine Weems at christine.weems@etcog.org to request an ‘Access Link’ by 11:00 A.M., Thursday, January 15, 2026, if not sooner, to receive an access link for digital upload purposes. 

2. ‘Access Link’ requests by phone, voicemail, or past the referenced deadline date/time above will not be accepted, no exceptions.

3. Once an access link has been acquired, it is the Vendors’ sole responsibility to upload their bid submission digitally with all required exhibits and materials by the ‘Bid Due’ deadline (p. 1), if not sooner.

[bookmark: _Hlk150249446][bookmark: _Hlk150172532]BID DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL
[bookmark: _Hlk150169943][bookmark: _Hlk150175234]The bid document, bid updates, and any other related materials, if needed, will be posted on the COGWORKS website and may be retrieved by clicking on ‘Disaster Debris Handling & Cleanup Services RFP 2526’ at https://www.cog-works.org/vendors#BidCategories.
[bookmark: _Hlk150169986]In addition, Vendors may also request a bid document copy through email to Christine Weems at: christine.weems@etcog.org.
COMMUNICATION
Vendors may contact Christine Weems by email at christine.weems@etcog.org or by phone 903-218-6479 at any time for a response to questions regarding this bid process and/ or COGWORKS if needed.
[bookmark: _Hlk150173878]
BID OPENING
[bookmark: _Hlk150170013]Bid submissions will be received until the ‘Bid Due’ date/time as stated on page one (p. 1) of this bid document. Public attendance is allowed. Bid submissions will be opened and made available for those in attendance to review. 

Note: Email, telephone, and facsimile bid submissions are not allowed in response to this bid.

· All bid submissions become the property of ETCOG after the ‘Bid Due’ deadline, (p. 1).
· [bookmark: _Hlk150249515]Bid responses submitted shall constitute an offer for a period of ninety (90) calendar days, or longer if agreed upon by ETCOG and awarded proposers, if needed.
· All programs and employers under the auspices of ETCOG are following EEO. Auxiliary aids and services are available, upon request, to individuals with disabilities.



NOTICE OF AWARD

Vendors will be notified of their award status upon approval by ETCOG governing bodies. Awarded vendors are responsible to access the most current participating member listing posted on the COGWORKS website at https://www.cog-works.org/participating-members to begin marketing awarded vendor products and/or services to COGWORKS participating members, which includes ETCOG. Please feel free to recommend non-participating entities to contact Christine Weems at, christine.weems@etcog.org for membership details. 


ETCOG GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS

A. [bookmark: _Hlk514164760][bookmark: _Hlk149655112]ETCOG programs served and all participating member governments reserve the right for any contract or service agreement resulting from this multi-award bid to be contingent upon the continued availability of funding.

B. ETCOG reserves the right to accept or reject any bid submission received, as well as cancel the bid process, vary, or waive any provisions set forth in this multi-award bid if deemed in the best interests of ETCOG and participating member governments. 

C. This multi-award bid does not commit or obligate ETCOG or any participating member governments to allow any costs incurred in the preparation of a bid submission.

D. [bookmark: _Hlk150172660][bookmark: _Hlk150174027]Conflict of interest is a serious issue. Vendors must sign and submit ‘Conflict of Interest’ form (p. 15).

E. [bookmark: _Hlk150170100]ETCOG reserves the right to have final say in any resulting bid award to include any terms & conditions, essential clauses, and/or certifications referenced in this multi-award bid on behalf of participating membership. 

F. The bid submission must have original signatures of the person having the authority to bind the organization to a contract or it may be rejected for non-compliance.

G. Vendors should not include proprietary information or trade secrets. Information submitted may be subject to disclosure under the Texas Open Records Act, it will be the responsibility of the Vendor to seek an exemption from disclosure and file any necessary documents with the Attorney General.

H. Pursuant to protocol to advise of the right to appeal, a protest must be submitted to the lead agency, ETCOG’s Executive Director, within ten (10) calendar days of the time the basis of the protest became known and said protest(s) limited to: 1) violations of federal law or regulations; 2) violations of State or local law under the jurisdiction of State or local authorities; and 3) violations of ETCOG’s protest procedures for failing to review a complaint or protest. The protest must be submitted in writing and must identify the protestor, the solicitation being protested and specifically identify the basis for the protest, providing all pertinent information regarding the solicitation, contract and/or actions of ETCOG.

I. All programs and employees under the auspices of ETCOG are in compliance with EEO.  Auxiliary aids and services are available, upon request, to individuals with disabilities.





[bookmark: _Hlk149654343]ESSENTIAL CLAUSES AND CERTIFICATIONS 
(where applicable)

The following essential clauses and certification statements must be acknowledged and affirmed by original signature of an authorized official or representative with full signing authority to affirm respondent’s standing in regard to: (1) certification for lobbying, (2) certification for debarment, (3) certification for Texas Corporate Franchise Tax, and furthermore, respondent must also be in full agreement and compliance of general essential clauses. Failure to return any pages requiring authorized signature(s) may cause bid submission or proposal to be null and void.

Funding Out
Funding is contingent upon the continued availability of funds as appropriated by state and/or federal sources. If funds become unavailable through lack of appropriations, legislative or executive budget cuts, amendment of the Appropriations Act, state agency consolidations, or any other disruption of 
current appropriations, Vendors will not hold liable ETCOG for payment or damages other than payment owed to Vendors for service already provided at the time of said notice.

Equal Opportunity
ETCOG is an equal opportunity employer. All programs under the auspices of the ETCOG are equal opportunity entities. Contractor represents and warrants that it shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, age, and disability in the performance of this Contract.   

Antitrust
Neither Vendors nor firm, corporation, partnership, or institution represented by Vendors or anyone acting for such firm, corporation, or institution has (1) violated the antitrust laws of the State of Texas under Texas Business & Commerce Code, Chapter 15, or the federal antitrust laws; or (2) communicated the contents of this REQ either directly or indirectly to any competitor or any other person engaged in the same line of business during the procurement process for this bid.

Restrictions on the use of Certain Public Subsidies 
Pursuant to Texas Government Code § 2264.051, the Proposer certifies that the business does not and will not knowingly employ an undocumented worker as defined in Texas Government Code § 2264.001(4). Revised 8-16-2024. 

Prohibition on Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance Equipment or Services 
As described in 2 CFR § 200.216, recipients and subrecipients are prohibited to obligate or spend grant funds (to include direct and indirect expenditures as well as cost share and program) to: (1) Procure or obtain, (2) Extend or renew a contract to procure or obtain, or (3) Enter into contract (or extend or renew contract) to procure or obtain equipment, services, or systems that use covered telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial or essential component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any system. As described in Pub. L. 115-232, section 889, covered telecommunications equipment or services means any of the following: i. Telecommunications equipment produced by Huawei Technologies Company or ZTE Corporation (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities). ii. For the purpose of public safety, security of government facilities, physical security surveillance of critical infrastructure, and other national security purposes, video surveillance and telecommunications equipment produced by Hytera Communications Corporation, Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Company, or Dahua Technology Company (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities). iii. Telecommunications or video surveillance services provided by such entities or using such equipment. iv. Telecommunications or video surveillance equipment or services produced 

or provided by an entity that the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Director of the National Intelligence or the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reasonably believes to be an entity owned or controlled by or otherwise connected to, the government of a covered foreign country. 

(b) In implementing the prohibition under Public Law 115-232, section 889, subsection (f), paragraph (1), heads of executive agencies administering loan, grant, or subsidy programs shall prioritize available funding and technical support to assist affected businesses, institutions and organizations as is reasonably necessary for those affected entities to transition from covered communications equipment and services, to procure replacement equipment and services, and to ensure that communications service to users and customers is sustained. 

(c) See Public Law 115-232, section 889 for additional information. 

(d) See also § 200.471.

Conflict of Interest Questionnaire (p. 15)
Chapter 176 of the Texas Local Government Code requires Vendors and consultants contracting or seeking to contract with ETCOG to file a conflict of interest questionnaire (CIQ) if they have an employment or other business relationship with an officer of ETCOG or an officer's close family 
member. The CIQ must be completed and filed with the bid/quote response if an employment or business relationship defined in the law exists.  

Abandonment or Default
If the successful Vendors defaults on a contract resulting from this bid, ETCOG reserves the right to cancel the contract without notice and either re-solicit or re-award the contract to the next best responsive and responsible respondent. The defaulting Vendors will not be considered in the re-solicitation and may not be considered in future solicitations for the same type of work unless the specifications or scope of work significantly changed. The period of suspension will be determined by the agency based on the seriousness of the default.

Buy Texas
In accordance with Texas Government Code, Section 2155.4441, the State of Texas requires that during the performance of a contract for services, Contractor shall purchase products and materials produced in the State of Texas when available at a price and time comparable to products and materials produced outside the state.  

Liability for Property Damage
Successful Vendors shall be liable for all damages to ETCOG owned, leased, or occupied property and equipment caused by Vendors and its employees, agents, subcontractors, and suppliers, including delivery or cartage company, in connection with any performance pursuant to a Contract as a result of this bid. The Vendors shall notify ETCOG Contract Manager in writing of any such damage within one (1) calendar day.

Limitation on Authority; No Other Obligations
Vendors shall have no authority to act for or on behalf of ETCOG except as expressly provided for in a contract or agreement resulting from this bid; no other authority, power, or use is granted or implied. Successful Vendors may not incur any debts, obligations, expenses, or liabilities of any kind on behalf of ETCOG.


Liability for Taxes
Successful Vendors represents and warrants that it shall pay all taxes or similar amounts from any contract or agreement resulting from this bid, including, but not limited to, any federal, State, or local income, sales, or excise taxes of successful Vendors or its employees. ETCOG shall not be held 
liable for any taxes resulting from the Successful Vendors executing the performance of any contract or agreement.
 
Force Majeure
Neither Vendors nor participating membership shall be liable to the other for any delay in, or failure of performance, of any requirement included in a contract resulting from this bid caused by force majeure. The existence of such causes of delay or failure shall extend the period of performance until after the causes of delay or failure have been removed provided the non-performing party exercises all reasonable due diligence to perform. Force majeure is defined as acts of God, war, fires, explosions, hurricanes, floods, failure of transportation, or other causes that are beyond the reasonable control of either party and that by exercise of due foresight such party could not reasonably have been expected to avoid, and which, by the exercise of all reasonable due diligence, 
such party is unable to overcome. Each party must inform the other in writing, with proof of receipt, within three (3) business days of the existence of such force majeure or otherwise waive this right as a defense.

Texas State Sales and Use Tax
Pursuant  to§ 2155.004,   Government  Code,  a state  agency  may not accept a bid proposal or award a contract to any individual not residing in this state or business entity not  incorporated in or whose principal domicile is not in this state unless: the individual or business entity holds a permit issued by the comptroller to collect or remit all state and local  sales and use taxes that become due and owing as a result of the individual's or entity's business in this state or certifies that it does not  sell tangible personal property or services  that are subject to the state and local sales and use tax.

The undersigned (p. 14) for the above individual or entity conditions certifies they:

_______Hold a permit  issued  by the comptroller  to collect  or remit all  state and  local sales and use taxes that become due and owing as a result  of the individual's,  or entity's  business in this state; or does not sell tangible personal property or services that are subject to the state and local sales and use tax;
_______ Do not  sell tangible  personal  property  or services  that are subject  to the  state  and  local  sales and use tax. 
Texas Corporate Franchise Taxes
Pursuant to Article 2.45, Texas Business Corporation Act, State agencies may not award grants to for-profit corporations that are delinquent in making state franchise tax payments.  

The undersigned (p. 14) certifies that the designation marked below applies to its business entity:

The entity is a non-profit corporation or is otherwise not subject to payment of franchise taxes to the State of Texas.
The entity is a for-profit corporation and certifies that it is not delinquent in its franchise tax payments to the State of Texas.



Lobbying
This certification is required by the Federal Regulations, implementing Section 1352 of the Program Fraud and Civil Remedies Act, Title 31 U.S. Code, for the Department of Agriculture (7 CFR Part 3018), Department of Labor (29 CFR Part 93), Department of Education (34 CFR Part 82), Department of Health and Human Services (45 CFR Part 93).

The undersigned (p. 14) certifies that:
1. No federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any federal grant, the making of any federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any federal grant award, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

2. If any funds other than federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Agency, a Member of Congress, and officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 

Congress in connection with this federal grant award, grant, loan or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form -LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying", in accordance with its instructions.

3. The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all sub awards at all tiers (including subgrant awards, subgrants, and grant awards under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all sub recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.  

Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters
This certification is required by the Federal Regulations, implementing Executive Order 12549, Government- wide Debarment and Suspension, for the Department of Agriculture (7 CFR Part 3017), Department of Labor (29 CFR Part 98), Department of Education (34 CFR Part 85), Department of Health and Human Services (45 CFR Part 76).
 
The undersigned (p. 14), certifies that neither it nor its principals:
1. Are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any federal department or Agency.

2. Have not within a three-year period preceding this grant award been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State or Local) transaction or grant award under a public transaction, violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property;

3. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in Paragraph (2) of this certification; and,

4. [bookmark: _Hlk150174210]Have not within a three-year period preceding this grant award had one or more public transactions terminated for cause or default.

[bookmark: _Hlk150170217]REQUIRED
[bookmark: _Hlk149654393]SIGNATURE PAGE


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ESSENTIAL CLAUSES AND CERTIFICATIONS

The Essential Clauses and Certifications are a material representation of fact upon which reliance is placed when entering into any contract or service agreement resulting from this ‘Multi-Award’ procurement for COGWORKS participating membership to include East Texas Council of Governments (ETCOG). 

The return of these required documents signed by an authorized representative of the Vendor are prerequisites for finalizing the award and must be returned with the bid submission. Failure to return this signature page will deem a submission null and void.


VENDOR SIGNATURE

The undersigned hereby certifies and warrants that he/she has been fully authorized to execute this bid submission on behalf of their firm and to legally bind the firm to all the terms, performances, and provisions as herein set forth.


_________________________________________________________________________________
Vendor/Company Name					Phone Number



________________________________________________	_______________________________
Signature 	Date



_______________________________________________	_______________________________
Printed Name and Title of Authorized Representative	Email 


[image: ]


[bookmark: _Hlk150170280]IMPORTANT: Vendor must return this page fully executed and complete with proper signatures and signature dates for current/active Bid process or the submitted bid will be marked ‘Rejected/No Bid’ due to non-compliance.
19 | Page  BID# CW-DDHCS2526 Disaster Debris Handling & Cleanup Services RFP 2526	

	[bookmark: _Hlk149654603]	CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE                                 FORM CIQ
For vendor doing business with local governmental entity

	This questionnaire reflects changes made to the law by H.B. 23, 84th Leg., Regular Session.
This questionnaire is being filed in accordance with Chapter 176, Local Government Code, by a vendor who has a business relationship as defined by Section 176.001(1-a) with a local governmental entity and the vendor meets requirements under Section 176.006(a).
By law this questionnaire must be filed with the records administrator of the local governmental entity not later than the 7th business day after the date the vendor becomes aware of facts that require the statement to be filed.  See Section 176.006(a-1), Local Government Code.
A vendor commits an offense if the vendor knowingly violates Section 176.006, Local Government Code. An offense under this section is a misdemeanor.
(Enter ‘N/A’ where not applicable, leave boxes unchecked, and sign form where indicated)
	OFFICE USE ONLY

	
	Date Received

	1
	Name of vendor who has a business relationship with local governmental entity.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Check this box if you are filing an update to a previously filed questionnaire. (The law requires that you file an updated completed questionnaire with the appropriate filing authority not later than the 7th business day after the date on which you became aware that the originally filed questionnaire was incomplete or inaccurate.)

	
	

	3
	Name of local government officer about whom the information is being disclosed.

        Name of Officer

	
	

	4
	Describe each employment or other business relationship with the local government officer, or a family member of the officer, as described by Section 176.003(a)(2)(A).  Also describe any family relationship with the local government officer. Complete subparts A and B for each employment or business relationship described.  Attach additional pages to this Form CIQ as necessary. Is the local government officer or a family member of the officer receiving or likely to receive taxable income, other than investment income, from the vendor?
	  Yes	  No
A. Is the vendor receiving or likely to receive taxable income, other than investment income, from or at the direction of the local government officer or a family member of the officer AND the taxable income is not received from the local governmental entity?
	  Yes	  No

	
	

	5
	Describe each employment or business relationship that the vendor named in Section 1 maintains with a corporation or other business entity with respect to which the local government officer serves as an officer or director or holds an ownership interest of one percent or more.

	
	

	6
	Check this box if the vendor has given the local government officer or a family member of the officer one or more gifts as described in Section 176.003(a)(2)(B), excluding gifts described in Section 176.003(a-1).

	
	

	7
	
              
Signature of vendor doing business with the governmental entity (must sign/return with bid submission)	                    Date
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE
For vendor doing business with local governmental entity

A complete copy of Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code may be found at htp:/wwstatutes legis.state-br.us/
Docs/LGMmILG.176.ntm. For easy reference, below are some of the sections cted on this form.

Local Government Code § 176.001(1-a): "Business relationship® means a connection between two of more parties
based on commercial actity of one of the parties. The term does not include a connection based on:
(8) a transaction that s subject to rate or fee regulation by a federal,state, o local governmental entity or
an agency of a federal, state, or local govemmental entity
(8) a transacton conducted at a price and subject to terms available to the public; or
(C) @ purchase o lease of goods or services ffom a person that is chartered by a state or federal agency
‘and that is subject to regular examination by, and reporting 1o, that agency.

Local Government Code § 176.003(a)(2)(A) and (B):

(a) A local govemment offcer shallfle a conflcts disclosure statement with respect o a vendor i

(2)the vendor:
(8) has an employment or other business relationship with the local government offcer or a
family member of the offcer that results in the offcer or family member receiving taxable
income, other than investment income, that exceeds $2,500 during the 12-month period
preceding the date that the officer becomes aware that
(1) a contract between the local govemmental entity and vendor has been
executed; or
(@) the local govemmental enty is considering entering into a contract with the
vendor;

(B) has given to the local government offcer or a family member of the offcer one or more gifs
that have an aggregate value of more than $100 i the 12.month period preceding the date
the officer becomes aware that:

() a contract befween the local govermmental entiy and vendor has been exceuted; or
@) the local govemmental entity is considering entering into a contract with the vendor.

Local Government Code § 176.006(a) and (a-1
(a) A vendor shal flea completed confict of nterest questonnaire i the vendor has a business relationship.
with a local govermental ety and:

(1) has an employment or other business relationship with a local goverment oficer o that local
govemmental entiy, or a family member of the officer, described by Section 176.003(a)2)(A);
(2) has given a local govemment officer of that local govemmental entity,or a family member of the
offcer, one or more gifis with the aggregate value specifid by Section 176.003(a)2(B).
exclucing any git described by Section 176.003(a-1); or
(3) has a family relationship with a local government officer o that local govemmental entiy
(a-1) The completed confict of interest questionnaire must be filed with the appropriate records administrator
ot later than the seventh business day aftr the ater of
(1) the date that the vendor:
(A) begins discussions or negofiations to enter into a coniract with the local government entiy;
(8) submits to the local govemmental entity an appiication, esponse 1o a request or proposals
or bids, correspondence, or another wiiting related {0 a potential contract with the local
govemmental entity; or
(2) the date the vendor becomes aware:
(A) of an employment or other business relationship with a local govermment offcer, or a family
member of the officer, deseribed by Subsecton (a);
(B) that the vendor has given one or more gits described by Subsection (a); o
(€) (€) of a family reationship with a local govermment offcer

o provasd by Tors Bl Commason e T TIET




