Council Meeting City Council 
145 S. Main	
Mason City, IL  62664
May 11th, 2026 6:00 P.M.

Call to order by Mayor Kevin Snyder at 6:00 P.M. 
Council members physically present were Julie Mize, Scott Whitehead, Shari Klassen, Gerald Mahin, and Danny Mason. Superintendent Don Osborn, Ben McCormick, Clerk Michele Whitehead and Chief Sean Kelly also attended the meeting. Alderman Brian Durbin and Treasurer Mike Griffin were absent.  Guests present were Troy Dubois, Chris Akin and Frank McMahan.

Alderman Scott Whitehead spoke to the Council on behalf of Dave Grim from the Thirsty Barrel.  The Thirsty Barrel is expecting a Gold Star Motorcycle Run on May 23rd.  Approximately 60+ motorcycles are expected to arrive sometime between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m.  The Thirsty Barrel would like to close the alley behind them to allow for motorcycle parking
R26-30 Alderman Mason moved, seconded by Alderman Mize to approve the alley closure behind the Thirsty Barrel for the afternoon of May 23rd, 2026.
Ayes Mize, Whitehead, Klassen, Mahin, Mason
Nays: None
Absent: Durbin	
Chairman declared motion carried.

Troy Dubois addressed the Council regarding a property located at 521 N. West Ave that he is purchasing.  He would like to annex that property into the City.  He asked what the expense might be for hooking up to City sewer.  The Public Works department will figure up a cost and bring it to the Council.  The Council is welcoming of Mr. Dubois wanting to annex said property into the City and will work with him on what needs to be done to get that task accomplished.

R26-31 Alderman Mason moved, seconded by Alderman Klassen to approve the minutes, treasurer’s report and bills.
Ayes Mize, Whitehead, Klassen, Mahin, Mason
Nays: None
Absent: Durbin	
Chairman declared motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alderman Shari Klassen brought up the subject of the water main extension across Rt.29 to the IDOT facility for discussion.  The City still has apprehension regarding the expense of installation and how much revenue it would actually generate for the City.  The consensus seems to be that it would be a great expense (even split with the State) to the City and probably minimum return for the City on such an expensive investment. The City is apprehensive to spend the money on this project when there are other things to spend the money on that may be more beneficial to the City.  The actual benefit vs. expense to the City is still under consideration.

Alderman Whitehead reported that he is working with the police and public works departments on getting new signs for the downtown area regarding what is prohibited on the sidewalks, ex: bicycles, e-bikes, skateboards, etc.

Chief Sean Kelly reported that he cleaned out a gun safe at the police department.  He traded several guns that were no longer in use and bought two new rifles for the department.  The new rifles totaled about $4,000, but with the trade in of the old guns the cost remaining of the $4,000 is $425.00.  The Chief also reported that Officer Donovan spoke at an assembly at the school regarding bicycle and road safety.

Mayor Snyder spoke regarding the 100ft law regarding bars and churches.  The law reads that no bar may operate within 100ft of a church.  Governor Rauner on August 2, 2018 signed into effect Public Act 100-0663 that allows local municipalities to grant exemptions to the State’s distance requirements for bars and churches, meaning that liquor retailers can be located within 100 feet of churches with an exemption granted by the local liquor control commissioner and or liquor board aka Mayor/City Council. There has been some inquiry regarding the 100ft rule if an establishment was to be sold or a new establishment opened within the 100 feet.  The City decided to also amend the city ordinance regarding the 100 ft. rule.
R26-32 Alderman Mason moved, seconded by Alderman Mize to approve amending the City’s liquor ordinance, section21-2-7 Nature of License to add “Said license may be transferable with the local municipality’s (City of Mason City) liquor commissioner and liquor commission board approval aka Mason City Council.
Ayes Mize, Whitehead, Klassen, Mahin, Mason
Nays: None
Absent: Durbin	
Chairman declared motion carried.

R26-32 Alderman Klassen moved, seconded by Alderman Mize to approve cancelling the May 25th, 2026 Council meeting due to the Memorial Day holiday.
Ayes Mize, Whitehead, Klassen, Mahin, Mason
Nays: None
Absent: Durbin	
Chairman declared motion carried.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

___________________________                                    _______________________________
Michele L. Whitehead, City Clerk                                                                          Kevin M. Snyder, Mayor









