St. Jude the Apostle Church
Pastoral Council Annual Report for the Year July 2024 to June 2025

Dear Parishioners,

As we reflect on the blessings of this past year, the Pastoral Council of St. Jude the Apostle Church in Lewes, Delaware, is proud to share the vibrant life and ministry of our Parish. With 3,128 active families and a thriving community of engaged members, our Parish continues to grow in faith, fellowship, and service.

🙏 Supporting and Recognizing the Volunteers Who Support the Parish Mission
· A key focus of the Pastoral Council is to support our Parish volunteers.  Our parish continues to be a place filled with the Holy Spirit.  Many of our Parishioners participate in the Liturgy, and volunteer for the Parish, performing acts of Mercy through the Social Concerns Ministry, and enriching the community of St. Jude’s with social events and times to be together as a Parish Family.
· Each month, The Pastoral Council honors a volunteer group, lighting a candle in our Perpetual Adoration Chapel, raising prayers to honor the group for the work they perform.  
· Pastoral Council Members are easily identified by their green badges.  Members of the Parish can seek out a Pastoral Council member wearing a green badge and gather information about how to become more active in the Parish Community.

🧡 Parish Life & Community Events
· The Annual Parish Picnic, held in September, was a joyful gathering with over 300 attendees. Special thanks to Grace Glassen, Joanne Saltarelli, and Rosanne Gibbs for their leadership and planning.
· The Pastoral  Council hosted a Ministry Fair in October, with approximately 400 parishioners attending after all Masses that weekend. This event, planned and styled by Laurie Bowen, offers meaningful opportunities to connect with ministry leaders. 
· In May, we celebrated our dedicated volunteers with an Appreciation Dinner and Dance planned by Anne Marth, attended by 265 parishioners. It was a fun evening celebrating the volunteers who support the Parish programs. 

🏛️ Stewardship and Fiduciary Responsibilities
· All events and initiatives sponsored and supported by the Pastoral Council were budgeted and managed responsibly, coming in under budget thanks to careful planning and fiduciary oversight.

🏛️ Communicating with the Parish 
· Parish communications remain strong, with updates shared via our website, weekly bulletins, FlockNotes, and Mass announcements.  
· The suggestions prayerfully placed into the Suggestion Box are reviewed and become the basis of many improvements made within our Parish.
· Through the work of the Pastoral Council, St. Jude the Apostle Church has a presence in the Cape Gazette and has made regular contributions to The Dialogue.

🌿 Ministries in Action
· Social Concerns Ministries, led by Joann Giannola, continue to serve those in need through outreach, advocacy, and compassion.
· Parish & Family Life, under the guidance of Bev Tevnan, fosters community through events and other family-centered programming.  Bev will be stepping away from this leadership role.  Ann Dommes will take over on an interim basis.  See a member of the Pastoral  Council if you might consider taking on this important leadership role for our Parish Family.

· Here are the Committees and their leaders who work tirelessly for the Parish:

Social Concerns Ministry (Joann Giannola) 
Pastoral Council Liaisons –  Kathy Ragolia 
· Works of Mercy 
· Code Purple at St.Jude’s (Mike Agnew) 
· Feed the Hungry (Cindy Sciotto) 
· Respect Life (Carol Keith) 
· Advocacy (Ray Waugh) 
· Health and Wellness Ministry (Melissa Fraczowski) 
· San Marcos Health Center (Deacon Marty) 
· Prayer Shawl Ministry (Pamela Plaza, Christine Dieckhaus) 
· Prayer Blankets Ministry (Karen Wilkins) 
· Care and Comfort Ministry (Brenda Sparacino) 
· Gifting Ministry (Joann Giannola)
· Prison Prayer Ministry (Clare Johnson and Luke Williams) 

Parish & Family Life (Ann Dommes) 
Pastoral Council Liaisons – Matt McConnell 
· Welcoming (Lee Ann Augustine)  
· Prayer Line (Joan Gunther) 
· Parish Family Picnic and Priesthood Sunday (Grace Glassen, Joanne Saltarelli, Rosanne Gibbs) 
· BVM Sodality (Pat Walls) 
· Social Events (Bernadette Cajina) 
· Quilts of Love (Clare Johnson) 
· Separated & Divorced (Donna and Walt Pinkas) 
· Surviving Spouse Group (Kathy Taylor) 
· Grief Counseling (Deacon Barry) 

As we move into 2026, the Pastoral Council remains committed to listening, discerning, and responding to the needs of our Parish Family.

With gratitude and hope,
St. Jude the Apostle Church Pastoral Council
Lewes, Delaware

