
Brightsparks Day Nursery Extreme Weather Policy 
 

At Brightsparks we have an extreme weather policy in place to ensure our nursery is 
prepared for all weather conditions that might affect the running of the nursery such as 
floods, storms, snow and heat waves.  

It is our policy to keep the nursery open if at all possible when there is severe weather.  
Parents have the responsibility of getting children to and from nursery safely and need to 
decide if the journey is safe when snow and bad weather affects transport and/or walking 
conditions. Parents should inform the nursery by phone or e-mail if their child is absent due 
to the severe weather conditions making the journey unsafe. Parents should ensure that 
their children have appropriate clothing and footwear for the conditions. Please ensure that 
you bring spares to nursery in the Brightsparks bag. 
 

Snow and other severe weather 
 

Staff are asked to always attempt their normal commute to work, allowing extra time if 
needed.  If they find their journey to be too difficult or dangerous, they are to report their 
situation to their manager and discuss their options, which might mean travelling to a 
different Brightsparks nursery, if it makes travelling options easier. 

 

If there has been extreme weather / snowfall overnight, parents should check their emails 
before starting their journey to the nursery, in case we need to delay our opening time to 
allow staff to arrive safely at work.  If we are unable to maintain statutory staff to child 
ratios, we will take the decision to close the nursery or part of the nursery, and parents will 
need to collect their children as soon as possible. 
 

If significant snowfall, or another severe weather condition such as dense fog or high winds 
/ storms is threatened during a nursery day, then the manager will take the decision as to 
whether to close the nursery early.  This decision will take into account the safety of the 
children, their parents and the staff team.  In the event of a planned closure during the 
nursery day, we will contact all parents be email to arrange for early collection of their child.  

Please note that if parents are delayed due to the weather conditions or for any other 
reason that your child will be kept safe until someone is able to collect them.  Please can you 
ensure that you have plans in place for your child/children to be collected by a friend or 
family member if you are unable to collect, or you are delayed. 

We will not take children outdoors when we judge that weather will make it unsafe to do so. 

Flood 
In the case of a flood we will follow our critical incident procedure to enable all children and 
staff to be safe and continuity of care to be planned for.  

Heat wave 
Please refer to our outdoor policy. 
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