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YWCA Week Without Violence - Peace Tree Activity Guide

The Peace Tree is a creative and interactive way to inspire reflection and conversation about peace. Children, parents and teachers are invited to write or draw their vision of peace on a paper dove. These doves can be hung on a tree branch or displayed on a large poster in a classroom, lobby, or info booth area. This simple but powerful activity sparks dialogue between children and adults, encourages artistic expression, and celebrates the values of kindness, respect, and non-violence. In classrooms, students and teachers can also write the name of someone they feel has acted in a peaceful way.

How to Use This Activity
The Peace Tree can be set up as a stand-alone activity or as part of a YWCA Week Without Violence information booth. It works well in:
· School classrooms
· Community centres
· Libraries
· YWCA program spaces
· Public events or fairs

Organizing Timeline & Hours
Estimated time required: 30 hours total

Planning timeline:
1. 1–2 months before – Confirm venue, draft sponsorship letters to local businesses, and begin outreach.
2. 1–2 weeks before – Collect any donations (supplies, small giveaways) from local businesses.
3. Day of event – Set up Peace Tree display and materials in chosen location.

Materials Needed
· Paper doves (pre-cut or templates for participants to cut)
· Tree branch in a bucket or a very large poster for display
· Crayons and markers
· String or tape for attaching doves
· Small giveaways: stickers, crayons, temporary tattoos, lollipops, etc.
· Cups or bags for giveaways
Tip: Make the space inviting — a colourful tablecloth, clear instructions, and friendly volunteers will help encourage participation.
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