
DIY BACKCOUNTRY HUNT GEAR LIST
This is a self-guided backcountry hunt. Hunters are fully responsible for food, personal gear, field dressing and quartering of game, and daily camp responsibilities. Please review this list carefully and come prepared.

HUNTING EQUIPMENT
· Rifle (properly sighted in) or bow
· Ammunition / broadheads (extra recommended)
· Weapon sling (bow sling strongly recommended)
· Binoculars (10x recommended)
· Rangefinder
· Elk calls 
· Headlamp (with extra batteries)
· Valid hunting license, tag & hunter education card

GAME CARE & PROCESSING
· 2 quality hunting knives
· Knife sharpener or replaceable blades
· Bone saw (optional)
· Heavy-duty breathable game bags
· Paracord (50–100 ft recommended)
· Lightweight tarp (for clean processing area)
· Disposable gloves
· Citric acid spray (optional)
· Flagging tape or GPS

FOOD & COOKING
· All personal food for duration of hunt
· High-calorie snacks
· Coffee & drink mixes
· Personal cooking items (if desired beyond camp setup)
· Cooler at trailhead for meat transport

CLOTHING (Layering System Required)
Base Layers
· Moisture-wicking tops & bottoms
· 3–4 pairs wool socks
· Waterproof, broken-in boots
Insulation
· Fleece or wool mid-layer
· Insulated jacket
Outerwear
· Waterproof rain jacket & pants
· Durable hunting pants
· Lightweight gloves + insulated gloves
· Warm beanie
· Brimmed cap
Recommended
· Gaiters
· Camp shoes
· Extra socks

PERSONAL CAMP ITEMS
· Sleeping bag (rated 0°–20° depending on season)
· Pillow
· Toiletries & medications
· Towel
· Baby wipes
· Personal first aid kit (include blister care)
· Portable Power Bank

DAY PACK ESSENTIALS
· Internal frame pack (for hauling meat if necessary)
· Water bottles or hydration bladder
· Trekking poles (recommended)
· Sunscreen & lip balm
· Sunglasses
· Satellite communication device (strongly recommended)

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
· This is a physically demanding hunt in rugged terrain.
· You are responsible for cooking, firewood, and proper field care of your animal.
· Weather conditions can change quickly — be prepared for rain or snow.
· Pack efficiently but do not leave out essential safety gear.


