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	CALIFORNIA GOLDEN STATE SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM
Scoring Rubric






Directions
Review each evidence item listed under every element. Award 1 point when the specific evidence item is submitted and demonstrates the identified requirement. Award 0 points when the evidence item is not submitted or does not demonstrate the requirement. Add the evidence-item points to determine the element score. The maximum possible score is 46 points.
Scoring: Met = 1 point per evidence item  |  Not Met = 0 points per evidence item








	Element
	What This Element Means
	Evidence to Review
	Met
1 Point
	Not Met
0 Points
	Link Evidence 
	School 

	CATEGORY 1: PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELOR DEVELOPMENT

	1A
Leadership
	Effective school counselors emphasize leadership in the creation of comprehensive school counseling programs. School counselors exhibit leadership qualities through collaboration, advocacy, utilizing measurable student outcomes, and a dedication to social justice and equity.
	Annual Administrative Conference
	☐
	☐
	
	




____ / 5

	
	
	Annual Calendar
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	School Presentation about the School Counseling Program
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	District, Regional, State, or National Presentation about the School Counseling Program
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	School, District, Regional, State, or National Committees
	☐
	☐
	
	

	1B
Reflective & Ethical Practice
	Effective school counselors emphasize the importance of upholding ethical mandates and developing a critical reflective practice.
	Certificate of completion within the application school year for Ethical Guidelines Training or Mandated Reporter Training for each school counselor
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Ethical Dilemma and Self-Care Reflection 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	1C
Professional Development
	Effective school counselors continuously refine their skills, expand their knowledge base, and enhance their effectiveness in supporting the academic, personal, and social growth of their students through ongoing professional development.
	Professional Development Plan for Each School Counselor
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 3

	
	
	One or more School Counselors are a member of CASC 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	School Counselor Led Professional Learning Presentation for Staff, Parent/Guardian, or other School Counselors 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	1D
Culturally & Linguistically Responsive School Counseling
	Effective school counselors recognize and leverage the cultural assets and resources of students of diverse backgrounds, rejecting biased or stereotypical materials and enhancing the curriculum to embrace their heritage.
	Evidence of a culturally relevant lesson, presentation or activity, or cultural event 
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Student Input regarding School Counseling Program/School Culture 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	CATEGORY 2: SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH

	2A
School-Wide Mental and Behavioral Health Promotion
	Effective school counselors focus on preventive care rather than reactive care. Activities associated with this standard include preventing academic and/or social problems by building a healthy learning environment for students. This includes building systems and addressing policies where mental and behavioral health are valued and prioritized, and by employing inclusive and culturally responsive strategies that reduce stigma and remove systemic barriers.
	Mental Health Classroom Lesson or Presentation, including Pre/Post Results
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Evidence of School-wide Wellness Campaign
	☐
	☐
	
	

	2B
Comprehensive Mental Health Services for Identified Students
	Effective school counselors play a vital role in early identification of students or subgroups who display early signs and symptoms of mental health problems through specialized support services.
	Screener or Needs Assessment Findings & Reflection 
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Counseling Referral
	☐
	☐
	
	

	2C
Addressing Acute and Chronic Mental Health Needs
	Effective school counselors are at the intersection of education with intensive support systems to address acute and chronic mental health needs of students. This includes conducting suicide assessments and working as a conduit for therapeutic treatment of students.
	Crisis Response Protocol
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 1

	CATEGORY 3: SCHOOL COUNSELING DOMAINS

	3A
Academic Development
	Effective school counselors foster academic excellence and success for all students by considering individual strengths, needs, and challenges. School counselors collaborate with various educational partners to provide appropriate support, eliminate barriers, and guide students on their educational pathways, contributing to a positive and empowering learning experience for all students within the school community.
	Academic Classroom Lesson or Presentation, including Pre/Post Results
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 3

	
	
	Individual Course/Postsecondary Plan or Academic Goal Setting Plan

	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	One set of Academic small-group (4 or more sessions) Lessons or Presentations, including Pre/Post Results
	☐
	☐
	
	

	3B
Postsecondary Development
	Effective school counselors work within a cradle-to-career support system. In a scope and sequence frame, they educate students at all grade levels and prepare students to access various postsecondary options and provide comprehensive information regarding career pathways and financial aid to support informed decision-making. Additionally, they educate students and caregivers on the sequential steps needed to prepare for admission into postsecondary institutions and workforce opportunities.
	College/Career Classroom Lesson or Presentation, including Pre/Post Results
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 3

	
	
	College/Career Workshop
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	Career Day, College/Career Tour, Fair, College Representative Visit Evidence  

	☐
	☐
	
	

	3C
Transformative Social-Emotional Development
	Effective school counselors provide grade-level appropriate Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons, fostering emotional intelligence and well-being in students. This comprehensive approach integrates SEL principles into a schoolwide skill-building system, aligned with grade-level standards and SEL benchmarks, ensuring a positive and lasting impact on students’ lives both inside and outside the school environment.
	Classroom SEL Lesson or school-wide activity, including Pre/Post Results
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 3

	
	
	One  set of SEL  small-group (4 or more sessions) Lessons or Presentations, including Pre/Post Results
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	Staff Training on SEL Topic
	☐
	☐
	
	

	CATEGORY 4: MULTI-TIERED SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT

	4A
CA MTSS Framework
	Effective school counselors design and deliver programs and services aligned with the California MTSS framework.
	MTSS Menu of Services
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 3

	
	
	One piece of evidence linked for each tier and each domain
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	Reflection on how data is used to determine, adjust, and monitor student supports within MTSS. 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	4B
Data-Informed Decision-Making
	Effective school counselors utilize data to inform decision-making and drive improvements in student outcomes.
	California Data Priorities Tracker
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 4

	
	
	First Outcome Goal Plan and Results
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	Second Outcome Goal Plan and Results
	☐
	☐
	
	

	
	
	End-of-year Tiered Results Infographic that is shared with educational partners
	☐
	☐
	
	

	4C
Systems
	Effective school counselors foster a school-wide approach aimed at enhancing and refining MTSS to better meet the needs of all students through establishing collaborative partnerships.
	MTSS Team and Documentation 
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Reflection on School Counselor Collaboration with the MTSS Team and Other School or Community Partners
	☐
	☐
	
	

	CATEGORY 5: INDIRECT SERVICES

	5A
Coordination & Collaboration
	Effective school counselors emphasize working together with various partners within the school and the broader community to enhance school-based services.
	Community Resource List
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Fall and Spring School Counseling or Community Schools Advisory Presentations
	☐
	☐
	
	

	5B
Consultation
	Effective school counselors engage with consultees (parent, teacher, administrator, etc.) with the primary objective of fostering positive change in students.
	Parent or Teacher Presentation
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 1

	5C
Supervision
	Effective school counselors take on the responsibility of overseeing and guiding various professionals, agencies, volunteers, paraprofessionals, and pre-service school counselors who provide pupil personnel-related services within the school setting as required in law (80049.1(c)).
	List of Individuals Supervised by School Counselors (e.g., Practicum Students, Interns, Peer Leaders, Volunteers, Club Advisors)
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Supervision Reflection
	☐
	☐
	
	

	CATEGORY 6: CREATING AND MAINTAINING SAFE, SUPPORTIVE, AND INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR STUDENT WELL-BEING

	6A
School Climate
	Effective school counselors foster a positive school climate promoting inclusivity, empathy, and respectful interactions among students and staff in order to reduce conflict.
	School Climate Survey Results & Reflection
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Anti-bullying or School-Climate Activity 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	6B
School Safety
	Effective school counselors contribute to a safe and secure learning environment by being accessible for reporting threats, intervening with students involved in unsafe behaviors, and incorporating substance abuse prevention measures.
	Suicide/Threat Assessment Protocol 
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	Safety Plan 
	☐
	☐
	
	

	6C
School Engagement
	Effective school counselors foster academic, social, and personal engagement through strategies that promote involvement, collaboration, and a sense of belonging within the school community.
	Peer mentorship, transition supports, attendance campaign, or college-signing day evidence  
	☐
	☐
	
	____ / 2

	
	
	National School Counseling Week activities
	☐
	☐
	
	



	Evidence Items Met
	Evidence Items Not Met
	Total Score
	Maximum Score

	________
	________
	________ / 46
	46



	Recognition Level
	🔵 Applying
	⚪ Integrative
	🟡 Innovative

	Points Required
	32–35 points
	36–40 points
	41–46 points
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