
PURPOSE
The California Association of School Counselors (CASC) has received questions regarding the implementation of Assembly Bill (AB) 665 and whether the legislation changes the practice of credentialed school counselors in California public schools. This advisory provides guidance regarding the relationship between Family Code section 6924 and the statutory authority governing California school counselors.

CASC POSITION
The California Association of School Counselors believes that Assembly Bill 665 did not alter the statutory authority of credentialed school counselors to provide educational counseling services within California public schools.
Credentialed school counselors should continue to practice within the authority of their California Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Credential in School Counseling, maintain student confidentiality in accordance with Education Code section 49602, and comply with all other applicable federal and state laws governing student services.
Family Code section 6924 and Education Code section 49602 address different legal questions and should be understood within their respective statutory frameworks.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
· AB 665 did not amend the Education Code provisions governing credentialed school counselors.
· School counseling services remain part of California's educational program.
· Education Code section 49602 continues to provide confidentiality protections for communications between credentialed school counselors and students.
· Family Code section 6924 addresses a minor's authority to consent to certain outpatient mental health treatment and does not specifically govern educational counseling services provided by credentialed school counselors in public schools.
· School districts may adopt local operational procedures for wellness centers and behavioral health programs; however, those procedures do not change the statutory responsibilities of credentialed school counselors under the Education Code.

BACKGROUND
Effective July 1, 2024, Assembly Bill 665 amended California Family Code section 6924, expanding the circumstances under which a minor who is 12 years of age or older may consent to certain 

outpatient mental health treatment or counseling when, in the opinion of the attending professional person, the minor is mature enough to participate intelligently in those services.
Since the law became effective, questions have arisen regarding whether these changes affect counseling services provided by credentialed school counselors in California public schools.

SCHOOL COUNSELING SERVICES REMAIN EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
School counselors serving under a California Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Credential in School Counseling provide educational services authorized by the California Education Code and regulated by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing.
These services include:
[image: ]ADVISORY (2026)
Assembly Bill 665, Family Code Section 6924, & Confidentiality for California School Counselors
California Association of School Counselors (CASC)
· 
Page 2 of 2

· Academic counseling
· College and career planning
· Social-emotional development
· Individual student planning
· Crisis response
· Short-term individual counseling
· Group counseling
· Consultation with parents, educators, and community agencies
· Coordination of student supports

For decades, these services have been delivered as part of California's comprehensive educational program rather than as outpatient mental health treatment.
AB 665 did not modify the statutory authority of credentialed school counselors or the services authorized under a PPS School Counseling Credential.

CONFIDENTIALITY UNDER EDUCATION CODE SECTION 49602
Education Code section 49602 continues to govern confidentiality for California credentialed school counselors.
The statute provides significant confidentiality protections for communications between school counselors and students while recognizing limited exceptions established by law.
Education Code section 49602 distinguishes between students under 12 years of age and students 12 years of age and older, recognizing developmental differences when determining whether confidential information may be disclosed to a parent or guardian.
Credentialed school counselors should continue to follow Education Code section 49602 together with mandatory child abuse reporting requirements, laws addressing threats of serious harm, and other applicable legal obligations.
Nothing in AB 665 amended these confidentiality provisions.


UNDERSTANDING FAMILY CODE SECTION 6924
Family Code section 6924 addresses a minor's authority to consent to certain outpatient mental health treatment.
The statute does not specifically address educational counseling services provided by credentialed school counselors employed by California public schools.
Accordingly, these statutes address different legal questions:
	FAMILY CODE § 6924
	EDUCATION CODE § 49602

	Addresses when a minor may consent to certain outpatient mental health treatment.
	Governs confidentiality for communication between credentialed school counselors and students.

	Focuses on consent to treatment.
	Focuses on confidentiality after a counseling relationship exists.

	Applies to qualifying outpatient mental health treatment.
	Applies to credentialed school counselors practicing under a PPS Credential.


Understanding this distinction is essential when interpreting these statutes.

LOCAL DISTRICT PRACTICES
School districts may establish local procedures regarding:
· 
· Student wellness centers
· Parent notification
· Parent consent
· Licensed mental health providers
· Interns and trainees
· CYBHI Fee Schedule implementation
· School-based behavioral health services


These procedures often reflect local legal advice, program design, funding requirements, or operational considerations.
Local procedures may therefore differ across California.
While school counselors should follow district policies, those operational procedures should not be interpreted as altering the statutory confidentiality protections established in Education Code section 49602.



CASC GUIDANCE
CASC encourages credentialed school counselors to:
· Practice within the scope of their PPS Credential.
· Continue providing educational counseling services consistent with California law.
· Protect student confidentiality in accordance with Education Code section 49602.
· Comply with mandatory reporting requirements and all other applicable laws.
· Seek clarification from district leadership or legal counsel regarding district-specific implementation questions.
· Stay informed as additional statewide guidance becomes available.

LOOKING AHEAD
California continues to expand school-based behavioral health services through initiatives such as the Children and Youth Behavioral Health Initiative (CYBHI). As implementation evolves, additional questions regarding consent, confidentiality, interdisciplinary practice, and reimbursement may emerge.
CASC will continue to monitor legislative developments, administrative guidance, and legal interpretations affecting California school counselors and will update members as new information becomes available.

REFERENCES
· Assembly Bill 665 (Chapter 338, Statutes of 2023)
· California Family Code § 6924
· California Education Code § 49602
· California Commission on Teacher Credentialing, Pupil Personnel Services Credential Standards
· California Department of Education. California Standards for the School Counseling Profession (2023)

Disclaimer: This advisory is intended to provide professional guidance for California school counselors. It is not legal advice and should not be construed as a substitute for legal counsel. School counselors should comply with applicable federal and state law, local board policies, collective bargaining agreements, and district procedures, and consult district legal counsel regarding district-specific legal questions.
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