
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church

ASH Wednesday



Welcoming all people, Emmanuel Lutheran Church and schools 
 love, teach and serve through Christ. 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude 

 
Please stand  

 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.                       
 

Gathering Hymn ~   ELW 601 “Savior When in Dust to You” 

 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins 
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of 
our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Please be seated  
 

                                                 WORD 
 
First Lesson                                                                          Joel 2:1, 12-17 
1Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 2a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the 
mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, 
nor will be again after them in ages to come.  
 
12Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to 
the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 14Who knows whether he will not turn and 
relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for 
the LORD, your God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
16gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, 
even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a 
byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their 
God?’ ” 

Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 51:1-17 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 



5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, 
  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 
  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  
 
Second Lesson                                                     2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
 
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of 
salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of 
salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found 
with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: 
through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, 
riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,  

holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the  
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in 
ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, 



and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

Lector:    Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand  
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel                                                  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to 
be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So 
whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your 
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.                     
 
Please be seated                                                           



Message ~ Pastor Rick Hall 
 
Please stand 

 
Hymn of the Day  ~  ELW 325 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" 

 
 
 
Brief silence 
 

Invitation to Lent 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ 
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s 
mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, 
and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our 
neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the 
discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving 
and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen.  
 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Amen. 
 
Brief silence for reflection 

 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

Amen 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 

Amen 
                                                 



Imposition of Ashes 
 
People may come forward to receive ashes. 

After all who desire have received ashes the minister continues. 
 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
eternal life.  

Amen. 
 
Please stand 
                                                

Prayers of Intercession 
 
The presiding minister invites the assembly into prayer. 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 
 
After each petition of the prayers…  

Leader:  Hear us, O God., 
People: Your mercy is great 

 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Peace 
 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say  
Peace be with you or similar words. 
 
Please be seated                                                                   

 
 
 



Offering 
For those not worshipping in person, please mail your tithe or offering to the church, 
give online at our website, or use the link here to 
give.   https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/d491ee0f-8efd-4459-97c5-fa8df58e33b1 
 

Musical Offering  ~   “Lamb of God”              Twila Paris 
            Mark Longfield, guitar 
 
Please stand  

 
Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is kept. 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 
self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen.                                                 
                                                            

                                          SENDING 
 
Blessing 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen.    
 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/d491ee0f-8efd-4459-97c5-fa8df58e33b1
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/d491ee0f-8efd-4459-97c5-fa8df58e33b1


Sending Hymn ~ ELW 592 “Just As I Am, without One Plea” 

 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Take care of each other. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns & music are reprinted with permission. All Rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706018, 
CCLI License #540222 or other appropriate license. 



Worship Team 
 

  Message                                       Pastor Rick Hall 
                 

Minister of Music        Mark Longfield    
 
 Organist       Andy Gladbach   
  

Greeter        Darlene Michner 
  

Lector                   Liz Rickertsen  
 
Usher #1       Tom Reilly 
 
Gaffer                  Marshall Bowen 
       
Sound                             Ted Akin 
     
Live Stream      Bob Akin 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Visitors and Members!  On our elcnoho.org website, please click on 
“Member/Visitor Form” to give us feedback. 

 

http://elcnoho.org/


Announcements 
 
 

12 Disciples of Jesus” continues in the Adult Bible Study 

Join our Adult Sunday morning Bible Study/Sunday School, as we gather every Sunday 
at 9:00 a.m. sharp and conclude at 9:45 to get ready for worship.  We meet in the 
Conference Room on the first floor of the Administration building.  Our upcoming topics 
include: 

Sunday, February 22 – James the Less, but wait there is more to him than that! 

Sunday, March 1 – Simon the Zealot, really one of Jesus’ disciples? 

Sunday, March 8  – Judas (not Iscariot) the Apostle with Three Names 

Sunday, March 15 – Judas Iscariot   

Our lively group always has room for more, as we learn about those closest to 
Jesus.  Some pass by our room during class and ask “how can you be laughing?”  I 
reply with “because it is fun to learn more about Jesus and who he chose as 
disciples!”  See you on Sunday morning.  Liz 

 
LENT 
Join us in the reception room on  
Wednesday, February 25, and March 4,  
11, 18 and 25 at 6:30 PM for midweek Lenten Soup Suppers 
(soup, bread, coffee, etc.) with worship following at 7:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

CABARET RETURNS 
 

Emmanuel Friends of Music 
Sunday, February 22, 4pm  •  Cabaret is back! 
The Parish Hall will be transformed into a family-friendly nightclub to present some of your 
favorite performers from Emmanuel, Laurel Hall and ELATE with live band, small tables, 
and yummy sweets and non-alcoholic beverages. A wide variety of acts will be presented, 
including excerpts from this year’s Laurel Hall school musical Frozen! There will be new 
faces this year so don’t miss out. It will be a great chance to come together for fellowship, 
camaraderie and some wonderful entertainment. Another fun show presented by 
Emmanuel Friends of Music. 



 
 

 
 

 



You are Invited  
 March 18-22, 2026 

Feed My Starving Children MobilePack 
• Join us to pack 132,000 meals for hungry children.  

• 900 volunteers are needed.  Use QR code to sign-up or donate. 

• Help us raise $40,000 for the ingredients. 

• Anyone 5-105 can participate. 

• Students can earn service-learning hours. 

Hosted by Salem Lutheran & Bethel Lutheran Churches, 1211 N. Brand Blvd. Glendale  
Info: karenrjosephson@gmail.com 

 

mailto:karenrjosephson@gmail.com

