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Bishop Thomas John Paprocki was born on August 5, 1952 in Chicago.

He attended Niles College of Loyola University in Chicago and St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein
before his ordination on May 10, 1978 in the Achdiocese of Chicago.

After ordination, he studied law at DePaul University College of Law and was admitted to the Tllinois Bar in
1981. Working as a parish priest at St. Michael Church in South Chicago, Fr. Paprocki co-founded the South
Chicago Legal Clinic to help answer the need for legal services for the poor. He still serves in a volunteer ca-
pacity as President of the organization, which is now known as the Chicago Legal Clinic.

In November, 1985, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin appointed Fr. Paprocki Vice-Chancellor to assist in the ad-
ministration of the Archdiocese of Chicago. To further prepare for these responsibilities, in 1987 the Cardinal
sent Fr. Paprocki to do post-graduate studies in canon law at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He
completed his doctoral degree in 1991. Father Paprocki then returned to his previous position in Chicago as
Vice-Chancellor and was appointed Chancellor in March, 1992, Francis Cardinal George retained Father Pap-
rocki in his position as Chancellor when Cardinal George became the Archbishop of Chicago in 1997, follow-
ing Cardinal Bernardin's death in 1996.

Pope John Paul II appointed him to serve as Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago on January 24, 2003,

Pope Benedict XVI appointed Bishop Parocki as Bishop Lucas' successor on April 20, 2010 and on Juhe 22,
2010, Bishop Paprocki was installed the ninth Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The law of the Heart is Love.
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S‘qmbols of the bishop

Bishop Thomas John Paprocki

Mitre the proper liturgical headdress for all bishops of the
Latin rite, including the pope.

Stole acape or cloak worn over the chasuble.

Chasuble outer liturgical vestment worn when celebrating Mass.

Alb Long, white linen tunic-like robe worn under the
Chasuble.

Crosier shepherd's staff

Vimp Veil or scarf worn around the shoulders of the servers
who hold the miter and crosier.

Zucchetto askullcap. pope - white; cardinals - red; bishops -
purple; else - black.
Cassock Floor-length garment worn by clergy. The Roman style
has 33 buttons, representing Christ's 33 years on Earth.

Collare White collar and short bib-like material worn around
the neck under the cassock.
Simar a short shoulder-cape worn by bishops over the choir

cassock.
Fascia Wide belt worn around the waist with the cassock.

Pectoral Cross gets its name because it is worn over the breast, or
pectus, hanging from a green cord intertwined with
gold threads.

Episcopal Ring It signifies the bishop's symbolic marriage to the church
or Christ. The bishop's ring is usually made of gold with
an amethyst.
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