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St. Bernadette Church June 21, 2026

Dear Parish Family,

In the children's book, "Dear Pope Francis" the late pontiff answered a great number of children's questions from throughout
the world. One child asked Pope Francis, what is the hardest thing to do in life? Pope Francis, in his traditional simplicity,
still gave the most profound answer... "To say goodbye." Saying goodbye is probably the hardest thing we have to do in life.

Saying goodbye is hard because we love. We say goodbye to people we cherish, to stages in life, to places, to certainty,
even sometimes to dreams. And the more the goodbye hurts, the more it means something mattered. A seemingly simple
answer from Pope Francis on the surface, it is far from simple, because this answer ties back to love... And God is love.

Fr. Racco's pastorate has been a pastorate grounded in NOTHING but the love of God. Indeed, every second of Fr. Racco's
entire priesthood, has been grounded in nothing but the love of God and seeking his presence in every aspect of our lives.
Fr. Racco didn't just visit the sick, he loved them, and prayed relentlessly for the dying. Fr. Racco never went through the
motions of a single baptism. In a deep state of prayer, he served as the very conduit through which Christ would envelop
every child into his life as a new creation. And in nearly 50 years of priesthood, Fr. Racco never once read the Roman
Missal. He served as a faithful presider over the People's sacrifice of the Mass. Unlike what so many of us heard growing
up, Fr. Racco never once asked us to check the box and attend Mass out of Catholic duty. Don't even attend in vain. By
virtue of his ordination, as a mediator between

Christ and his Church, Fr. Racco guided us to offer and completely surrender ourselves to Christ in the Holy sacrifice of the
Mass. Then, as an icon through which Jesus Christ would speak to us, in his homilies, and in the prayers of the Church, Fr.
Racco never let us forget that we do not leave our Christian mission at the doors of the church.

Fr. Racco has said many "goodbyes" to so much in his life. He said goodbye to family, to friends, to those who mentored
him, and to those occasions where he would sacrifice receiving love from family and friends, all to be faithful to the
promises he made when he laid his life down at the altar... For us, the people of God he would not have even known 49
years ago. James Aloysius Cardinal Hickey placed his hands on Philip's head, and with great courage, Fr. Racco stood up
changed, a priest of Jesus Christ forever.

Some years ago, Fr. Racco had to be brave and say goodbye to the people of St. John Bosco parish. Some years after that,
he had to say goodbye to the people of St. Margaret Mary Parish. Some years after that he had to say goodbye to the people
of St. Philomena Parish. Some years after that, his courage was tested, yet again, and he had to say goodbye to the people of
Holy Rosary Parish. Since that devastating goodbye, we, the people of St Bernadette's, would be blessed to have the most
loving, hard-working, dedicated, assiduous, diligent, AND grumpy, FAITHFUL priest of Jesus Christ in every way.
However this time, we are sharing the goodbye as well.

Father Racco, as the fifth pastor of Saint Bernadette's Catholic parish, your pastorate has been everything the people of God
could ever need to find the presence of Jesus Christ in our midst. Your pastorate mattered, and led us to a 75th anniversary
with so much to be proud of as the people of God, under the patronage of Saint Bernadette. Because of this, there is nothing
easy about this goodbye we are all sharing as a parish family. But just as Christ promised the apostles, "I Am with You
Always until the end of time", you are with us, Fr. Racco, and we are with you. You have taught us to learn, live, and love
the Mass, and this is what will make us a Eucharistic people forever, together as the body of Christ.

A painful goodbye indeed, Christ continues to make all things new, because as Fr. Racco remains with us in the Eucharist,
Christ still needs to impart himself to others through Fr. Racco's priestly ministry.

Thank you for being our Spiritual Father, Fr. Phil. Thank you for making us better Christians. Thank you for being Christ to
us. Thank you for making me a better organist and liturgist. We share this goodbye with you, with faith, hope, and love,
trusting that together in Christ, he continues to make all things new for His great glory.

[ remain your servant in Christ,

Brook Benedict
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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

You are cordially invited to a Celebratory Luncheon honoring
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on the occasion of his

“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Matthew 25:21

SUNDAY, JUNE 28™

10:30AM Mass
12:00pm-3:00PM Luncheon
St. Bernadette Dempsey Hall

Please join us as we give thanks for
Father Racco’s faithful service, dedicated ministry, and the
many blessings he has shared with St. Bernadette Parish.

The Parish Pastoral Council will be hosting this farewell on behalf of the parish.

+ Intentions for the Week +

Monday, June 22, Weekday

9:00 Paul O’Donnell

Tuesday, June 23, Weekday

8:00 Special Intention-Barbara Gomes
Wednesday, June 24, The Nativity of Saint John the
Baptist

9:00 Special Intention— The Keller Family
Thursday, June 25, Weekday

8:00 Noreen Sweeny

Friday, June 26, Weekday

9:00 Mary and Ted Cahill

Saturday, June 27, Weekday

8:00 Laura Radca

5:00 Judith Cattani

Sunday, June 28, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time

8:30 For the Parish

10:30 Special Intention— The Evans Family

Please Note: The Parish Office will close on
Monday, June 22nd at Noon for the day.

Catholic Charities Appeal You may have noticed Catholic
Charities envelopes in the pews. If you have not yet made a
donation, please consider supporting this important ministry.
Your generosity helps provide vital assistance and hope to
those most in need in our community. Thank you for your
prayerful consideration and support.

Please pray for: Ron Monyak; Mary Stepic; Bev Pasko;
Mickey Gallagher; Cailyn Wagner; Linda Mencke; Dan
Curran; Fr. Lanning; Gerri Popovich; Nancy Thorn; Bobbie
Corrigan; John Dawson; Natalie (Partee) Hallis; Mackenzie
Miles; James Tunney; Mandi Petonic; Mercedes Aemilia
Scullion & her Da; Bernadette Andrews; Roberta Werner;
James Faddoul; Herbert Hastings; Lynda Arth; The Bartko
Family; Vicki Gannon; Lydia Caroline Milligan; Ellen
Burch; Rob Geszler; Betty Logue; Evan; Janice Thomas;
Mary Burich; Michael Coyne; McKayla Coyne; Tom Seltel;
John Keys; Mary Mertus; Leslie Ann Kosenta; Greg
Harrison; Carol Brown.
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SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND Next week
we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection to support the
Universal Church and the work of the Holy See, including
the charitable works of Pope Leo XIV. These works benefit
our brothers and sisters on the margins of society, including
victims of war, oppression, and disasters. Be a sign of hope
with your generosity. *Please make checks payable to St.
Bernadette Parish. For more information, visit Attps.//
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html.

First Friday Adoration, July 3, 2026

Mass 9:00 AM; Adoration 10AM-5PM;
Benediction 5:00 PM

Two guardians are needed each hour between 10:00AM-
5:00PM. Please call the Parish Office to sign-up.

There will be NO First Saturday devotions on July 4th
due to the holiday.

This weekend, June 20-21, our brothers and
sisters representing the Land of Peace mission-a
nonprofit organization- will be with us speaking
about the Christian situation in the Holy Land
and selling Crucifixes, religious art work, and
rosaries-all made of olive wood which is native to Israel and
Bethlehem. Since tourism has greatly depleted, Christian
families in the Holy Land, who depend on tourists, have
been greatly affected. The goal of this mission is to help the
poor and needy families in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Sale
of these goods will help them very much and also give you
the opportunity to have “something” authentic from the
Holy Land. Please browse and buy some articles. It is for a
good cause and also a help to your personal devotion.

Before You Wave Goodbye... Please remember to consider
St. Bernadette Parish in your Estate Planning! “75 Years” is a
graced achievement in the life of a parish, but the hope remains
that the generosity and commitment of our parishioners will
continue for generations to come! Any gift you consider builds
the Perpetual Endowment Fund and provides for sustaining this
beautiful testament to God’s Glory and our Faith. May St.
Bernadette Parish always continue God’s Work!

Christ Present in Action Committee Sandwich Making
Please Note: During the summer we will start our
activity at 12:00PM in Dempsey Hall. Feel free to bring
sandwiches from home noting their contents. Qur next
sandwich making days are June 24th and July 8th.

St. Bernadette Parish Silver Rose Prayer Service

The Knights of Columbus Council at

St. Bernadette Parish warmly invite all
parishioners of St. Bernadette Parish, along
with friends and neighboring communities, to
attend a special Silver Rose Prayer Service on
Friday, June 26 at 7:00 PM in the church.

Mgy of ot
Silver Rose

The Silver Rose program is a cherished Knights of
Columbus tradition that honors Our Lady of Guadalupe and
celebrates the sanctity of every human life through prayer,
devotion, and reflection. As the Silver Rose travels
throughout North America, it serves as a powerful symbol
of faith, unity, and our call to protect and cherish life at
every stage.

Please join us for this meaningful evening of prayer and
fellowship as we gather together in devotion to Our Blessed
Mother. A brief reception will follow the service.

SUMMER PRAY & PLAY
Wednesdays, 9:00 am Mass

ADORATION XLT AT SUNSET
Wednesday, July 22 - OQutdoor Altar - 8:00 pm

1

@ Sunday, August 23 - 10:30 am Mass
' Supply Drop Off 9:30 am to 10:30 am, Cookout following Mass

chair or blanket.

BACK TO SCHOOL MASS + COOKOUT

HEART & HARVEST FESTIVAL
Friday, September 11 and Saturday, September 12

Save the date! Can't wait to see you there!

Playtime following, begins June 10th, check social media for updates

Saturday, July 11 - for 21+, for Singles, Dating, Married, and Discerning
5:00 pm Vigil Mass, Cookout with the Clergy at the Rectory, BYO Lawn Chair

Join us for Adoration and song as we praise God until dusk! Bring your own

at St. Bernad&
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Get all of your car care needs here |2/ IN LOVING Mike & Joan Aerni McG -

Erank & Debbie Costanzo MEMORY OF Parishioners CLorray-rianna
L AR 6’9/)6‘&%7’ Residential Funeral Homes
440-779-7755 Commercial
22690 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park R usse | | V for All Your Heating In Coving Memory- GIL HANNA
info@drellishaksfairview.com S m | t h Heating & Air Conditioning & Air Needs. Debbie Patton, Funeral Director & Parishioner

o Ity s G £ " Since 1980 216-889-8800 14133 Detroit Ave., Lakewood

216-226-5356
25620 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

A Carnovic CemeTERIES ASSOCIATION 440-899-5356
% % DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND

Faith, Hope, and Remembrance WWWw. mcgorray-hanna.com
ILATES

Pre-Planning * Headstones ® Grief Support Dr. Carly Catanese ¢ PT, DPT, DMT, MEd 3 ng=
Personalized Pilates with a Doctor of Physical Therapy WESTLAKE I; ll { ’ ‘s I: I_I_ y

www.clecem.or 216_641_‘7575 Westside Location: 24700 Center Ridge Rd Suite 240 Westlake, OH CLASSIC — = I —
g | s | TRADE, ESTATE

@ 440-570-5502 @ carly@crcpt.com @ www.crcpt.com FIREARMS
: 1 MANAGEMENT

emailed to you
‘ Y 26314 CENTER RIDGE RD

every week. WESTLAKE, OH 44145
Simply go to 440-385-7025
www.DM.CHURCH/2321 mrxE WESTLAK'ECLASSICFIREAR MS.COM

"

HEATING - COOLING - PLUMBING ¢ ELECTRIC ...0r sean » ]

= DISCOVERMASS closetfjactory

440-937-9134 . STACKHEATING.COM

Free Design Consultation ¢ 216.362.4660

«Custom Closets <Home Office/Media
C g WE[K[ND WARR")RS N[[D[D AT [WRU -Pantry/Mud Rooms +Murphy Beds & More!
&/:/’ Over 30 areas in your Home! - www.closetfactory.com
j JOIN THE CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY Michael Dougherty « Owner Organized@closetfactorycleveland.com
A SANCTUARY OF PEACE, COMFORT AND FAITH DINING TEAM ON SATURDAYS AND/OR SUNDAYS!

LR T R R R N

SKILLED NURSING CARE
AND ASSISTED LIVING

ADVERTISE HERE

$20/hour! 2
13315 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 greaﬁ eraw) BON . A P Pc ET IT Promote your Business AND support your Parish.
216 '22’6 -3858 flexible shifts! ety Edward Diehl ~ 614-309-7261
-enniscourt.com Contact parishioner Jim Boland: jim.boland®cafebonappetit.com ediehl@diocesan'com

CORRIGAN CRACIUN
FUNERAL HOME

14768 Lorain Ave., Cleveland | 20820 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park | 23040 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
216-251-7000 440-331-0500 440-331-0999

Everge Detait Ermsmirerd” | Digniy

VETERAN
OWNED

% BASEMENT & DRAIN

PLUMBING - BASEMENT WATERPRROFING - SEWERS - DRAINS

WATER HEATERS - EXCAVATION - VIDEO INSPECTIONS - BACKFLOWS

WWW.RELIABLEDRAIN.COM (440)324-2380

NEED PLUMBING?? CatholicMatch.com/goOH

The Businesses listed make this bulletin possible.
Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe
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27051 Detroit Rd. « Westlake, Ohio 44145

Complete Car t:are.'_.

Shuttle service for Westlake area
For an appointment
Please call 440-871-1133 oz
Email westlakeappts@gmail.com

Services offered: Car, Light Truck, Hybrid Repair and Maintenance, Drivability Issues,
Electrical/Electronic Repairs, Heating & Cooling Systems/HVAC, Air Conditioning,
Tires and Alignments, Failed E-check Repairsand Diagnostics.
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CAHOON NURSERY
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440-871-3761
27630 Detroit Rd., Westlake
www.cahoonnursery.com

Brian Corrigan, Parishioner

PLEASE SUPPORT
KNIGHTS OF

COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 16376
Compliments of Paul & Wendy Etzler

Parishioners
7/

nssn
ENDODONTICS
MD, MSD

Detroit Road
Westlake, Ohio 44145

THE

: CATHOLIC RADIO

Parishioners

ALEXANDE|
440-583-6677
www.DiMassaEndo.com

<elebrating 26 years of
providing quality service!

KILLEEN

PLUMBING COMPANY
WEDO .\'TALU

440.871.1112

www.kpcohio.com

bring this coupon for

20% Off

your next Scramblers visit

6:30 am- 3:00pm
your best local breakfast, lunch and brunch

D
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SCRAMBLERS | St

Vi for e oy, ok valet cbver digrcus o romakos

|| Westlake, OH 44145

*
ICHIBAN
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440.356.9988
ICHIBANSALON.COM

23550 CENTER RIDGE RD. SUITE 108 WESTLAKE, OH 44145

God Bless!

Your fellow parishioner,

vt WELSH

HOME
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Judge Colleen Ann
Reali

—— Cuyahoga County —
Domestic Relations Court

22199 Center Ridge Rd.
Rocky River, OH 44116

440-331-0420

NEW HOMES - REMODELING - ADDITIONS

KATIE MANGAN
ATTORNEY & ALUMNI

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
John R. Blakemore, D.D.S.

ROOFING
SIDING
WINDOWS
DOORS
GUTTERS

“THE EXTERIOR HOME MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS”
MARTY@WAGNERHI.COM WWW.WAGNERHOMEIMPROVEMENT.COM

(440} 734-2473

William S. Blood, D.D.S., M.D.
Raymond P. Plona lll, D.D.S., M.D.
Gregory A. Plona, D.M.D.

4350 Crocker Rd., Suite 100 ¢ Westlake

440-871-3131
www.northcoastjawcenter.com

Westshore Handyman & Contracting Co. [ -=fishioners

Darrin Radatz-Owner/Parishioner _
26367 Rechner Dr.

216-647-4269

dradatzi@gmail.com

JOHN BALLRICK, DDS, MSD « REBECCA PETTS, DMD, MSD

www.hallrickandpettsorthodontics.com

McNAMEE AND COMPANY
Estate Planning
and Tax Expertzse
Your: Pathway to Peace
(440) 572 3420

24610 Detroit Rd, Ste. 150 « Westlake
www.mcnameecpalaw.com

=
l
:
L
C
I

Michael McNamee

440-835-6113
BALLRICK & PETTS
ORTHODONTICS

28885 Center Ridge Rd. Unit 203
Westlake, OH 44145

7\ — - BERRY——
"& 4“ ) Mc_(jreevecL
DO\]ALD MARTENS & SONS

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

WESTLAKE
(440) 617-1911

April L Roberts-Vassel
440-202-1580 x103

SSDI Claims & Appeals

VA Compensation Claims & Appeals

Aid & Attendance Applications

-

oward
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.V Aaria-Connect
1V'_ Disability Advocates

Layla George-Khouri
www.HowardHanna.com

Free consultations!

Your Catholic Disability Lady

www.aaria-connect.com

Realtor® / Notary Public / Parishioner

laylageorgekhouri@howardhanna.com - 2055 Crocker Rd Suite IOI Westlake

Layla Gearge-Khiouri

Cell: 440-724-3584
=R
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