9 24 Pope Avenue
1966-2026 Hilton Head Island, SC 29928

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Christopher Loester, Pastor
frchristopher@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 229

O 543-785-2895

@ www.holyfamilyhhi.org

Fr. Gustavo Corredor, Parochial Vicar
spanish@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 223

Fr. Allan McDonald, Supply Priest

Dcn. Bill Garrett
deacon@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 251

Dcn. Thomas McGivney
Dcn. Don McArdle, Retired

PARISH STAFF

Dr. Pam Kane, Director of Music
music@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 227

Martha Rivera, Director of

Religious Education
education@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 226

Dcn. Dave Ritter, Business Manager
accounting@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 231

Merideth Johnson, Office Manager
and Safe Environment Coordinator
info@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 230

Elizabeth Jordan, Hispanic Ministry
Coordinator and Youth Minister
youthministry@holyfamilyhhi.org

spanish@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 223

Herb Wilkins, Property Manager
property@holyfamilyhhi.org, ext. 221

Steffen Kobleur,
Maintenance Assistance

RECURRING
MINISTRY MEETINGS

Ladies Guild
10:00 am | Parish Hall
3rd Wednesday of the month
(September - April)

Knights of Columbus
7:30 pm | Parish Hall
3rd Wednesday of the month

Young Adults
Wednesday | 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Parish Hall

Prayer Shawl Ministry
10:30 am | Parish Hall
3rd Thursday of the month
(September - May)

Youth Group
Thursday | 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Parish Hall
*on summer break

Rosary Making
Friday | 8:30 am | Parish Hall

PARISH INFORMATION

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Every first Saturday
at the 8:00 am Mass

Close to Death and
Emergencies
843-785-2895, ext. 225
to reach the on-call priest

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION
After the 8:00 am Mass

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION
7:30 am Rosary

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES SHOP
Located in the
Parish Office
Monday - Thursday
8:45 am - 4:00 pm
Friday
8:45 am - Noon
Saturday
4:30 pm - 5:15 pm
Sunday
Open after Mass

S

- TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY

MATTHEW

ey | e i 5 |

ADORATION CHAPEL

HOURS
Monday - Friday
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday
7:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday
Closed

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
& BENEDICTION

Wednesday
3:00 pm

FUNERALS & PRE-PLANNING
info@holyfamilyhhi.org
or visit www.holyfamilyhhi.org

SACRAMENT INQUIRIES
First Communion,
Confirmation & OCIA
education@holyfamilyhhi.org

Baptism & Marriage
If you are seeking to be baptized
or married
at Holy Family,
please visit
www.holyfamilyhhi.org

VINEYARD."
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IN ORDINARY TIME >

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:45 am - 4:00 pm

Friday
8:45 am - Noon

Closed on federal holidays
and holy days of obligation

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday - Saturday
8:00 am
Wednesday
7:00 pm en espanol
Saturday Vigil
5:00 pm
Sunday
8:00 am, 11:15 am
1:00 pm en espanol

CONFESSION
Monday - Friday
after the 8:00 am
Daily Mass
Saturday
3:30 - 4:30 pm

September 20, 2026



Please email content to be considered for the weekly bulletin, 9 days prior to the requested Sunday
to info@holyfamilyhhi.org. If sending an image, it must be in .jpg or .png format

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS

Saturday, 9/19: St. Januarius, Bishop & Martyr
1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49 | Luke 8:4-15

8:00 am: Mona Miso, OCDS + Mike Manglitz
Intentions of Nathan The Nickso Family
& Jenn Burke

5:00 pm: Intentions of
Florence Wilkins Kathy Doran

Sunday, 9/20: 25" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 55:6-9 | Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a | Matthew 20:1-16a
8:00 am: Mary Mendoni + Florence Mucci
11:15 am: Vincent Scerbo + Lucy Ann Scerbo
1:00 pm: en espanol: Pro Populo

Monday, 9/21: St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 | Matthew 9:9-13
8:00 am: Margaret Stupinksy Hagan + Marie Nicks

Tuesday, 9/22
Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13 | Luke 8:19-21
8:00 am: Spiritual Children

of Padre Pio

Wednesday, 9/23: St. Padre Pio
Proverbs 30:5-9 | Luke 9:1-6
8:00 am: Rita McLaughlin +

Thursday, 9/24
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 | Luke 9:7-9
8:00 am: Intentions of

Mike & Carolyn Solly

Friday, 9/25
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 | Luke 9:18-22
8:00 am: Joan Shea +

Sandra Abatemarco

Tony & Rose Molinaro

Marie Nicks

Florence Wilkins
& Mary Schwarz

Saturday, 9/26: Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs
Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8 | Luke 9:43b-45
8:00 am: Nancy Gulick + Philip & Jackie Paczkowski
5:00 pm: Intentions of Mary Ann Pogoda
Keith Pogoda

Sunday, 9/27: 26" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ezekiel 18:25-28 | Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 | Matthew 21:28-32

8:00 am: Luis Beltran + Elizabeth Jordan
Rodriguez Tomas +
11:15 am: Eileen Lynch + Michael Leahy

1:00 pm: en espanol: Pro Populo

Ladies Guild Rosary
Monday

Divine Mercy Chaplet &
Patriotic Rosary

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL FOCUS !'

Reflection for September 20, 2026 C}ff’fjﬁg&ly
Twenty Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time : | gr-

Lectionary 133

‘Are you envious because our God is generous (Matt 20:15b)?
How many times have you heard the Parable of the Vineyard
Workers and missed the lesson that Jesus is teaching us?
Have you asked yourself why didn’t the workers who were out
in the field the longest get more pay? It is a reasonable
question for someone who lives in this world. That is why we
need to be aware of the questions we ask ourselves and how
our own conditioning might be blinding us to the Word of God.
Anyone who thinks that they are looking forward to the
kingdom of heaven but is wondering how much more a reward
they will be getting than the thief on the cross, (Luke 23:43),
isn’t really looking forward to the kingdom of heaven. The
thief on the cross, who came to faith at the last hour, couldn’t
even go out into the fields to work. The fact that he is one of
the first people we are assured who went to heaven is
consistent with this parable. Unless you change and become
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven
(Matt 18: 3). A child simply wants to please his parents and
does not compare himself with his neighbor. A smile and a
“well done,” is all he will ever desire.

What pay did we sign up for when we gave our hearts to the
Lord and went out into the mission fields all around us? “What
eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not
entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those
who love him,” 1 Cor 2:9). A smile from our God will be
infinitely more than we could ever imagine. He who is Love is
everything we will ever want.

We must be willing to stop, think with, and be taught by our
God. Seek the Lord while He may be found, call Him while He
is near (Isaiah 55.6).

STEWARDSHIP

Your financial support funds all ministries
and daily operations at Holy Family. Your
contributions enable us to maintain a safe,
spiritual, and inspiring environment. If you
wish, you may register for online giving by
scanning the QR code with your
smartphone’s camera, or you may place
your gift in the offering basket each week.
If you have any questions, please contact
the Parish Office. Thank you for your
generosity!

WEEKLY NEED: $19,821.11

Basket Online TOTAL DIFFERENCE
9/6/2026 $30,461.00 $6,72255 $37183.55 $17,362.44
SECOND COLLECTION
Reserve Fund

$299.85

Online —
Monday - Friday E:L : ‘ﬁq‘u@‘,

10:00 am | Church Wednesday

Join Rick Kane on YouTube &%’%@;ﬁ
3:00 pm | Adoration Chapel R L

as he prays the daily .
Rosary along with original
scripture-based
reflections on each
mystery

Daily Rosary

Monday - Saturday
7:30 am | Church

Pa b FEITE G Bty
@R

R

Pro-Life Rosary
Wednesday
4:45 pm | Adoration Chapel

Our Lady of Sorrows Rosary
Saturday
8:30 am | Adoration Chapel

Scan with your
smartphone’s
camera to join!



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/48?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/leviticus/19?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/leviticus/19?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1kings/8?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/4?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/48?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/48?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/48?1

HOLY FAMILY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
PRESENTS...

An Evening of Wine, Dinner and Music,
featuring a Live & Silent Auction to benefit
our World Youth Day Pilgrims

Saturday, October 17, 2026

L
I:)b 6:00-9:00 pm in the Parish Hall

SEOUL 24 Pope Avenue, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
2027 This event is limited to those 21 & Older
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itz féwtictvny RAY HERRMANN & DR. PAM KANE
Haction cuclioaingh VARIETY OF ITEMS AND SURPRISES!

'I‘ICK];FIWQ, Available for purchase online (credit card), at the Parish
'+ ~+ Office or after Mass on the weekends of 9/12-13; 9/26-27;

10/10-11 (cash or check)
SCAN FOR TICKETS OR

SINGLE-TICKET: $40.00 VISIT: HOLYFAMILYHHI.ORG

VIP TABLE FOR 8: $§550.00 @] i g ]

INCLUDES PERSONAT ™™™ : -
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HELP THE HOLY FAMILY
FOOD PANTRY FEED
LOCAL FAMILIES

TOGETHER, WE CAN PUT FOOD ON THE TABLE

( HOW YOU CAN HELP: )
+ Needed food items are
listed each week in the
bulletin
* Please provide items that
are on the list, as we keep
an accurate inventory of our
needs
.« NO boxed macaroni and
@ . cheese or canned spaghetti

at this time J,l

QUESTIONS?

Leave a message for Margie at
the St. Vincent de Paul Office:
843-785-2895, ext. 222

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

We serve 40 local families each
week at the Holy Family Food
Pantry, and our supplies are
becoming critically low.

-

ITEMS:

+ Bags of oranges

« Bags of apples

« Canned black beans

« Canned whole kernel corn

MOST NEEDED FOOD f
7

A
L =

Canned fruit cocktail
Dried lentils
Gift cards to purchase

fresh produce

J

DROP OFF LOCATION:

+ Church narthex (preferred)
» Parish Office during the week

SUNDAY, 9/27 | 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
... While Supplies Last!

+ FIDOLE LEAF FIGS
= ELEPHANT EARS
+ POTHOS

» MONSTERA

+ BIRD OF PARADISE
« HANGING FERNS

» PEACE LILY

» PALMS

+ FOX TAIL FERNS
- BAMBDO TREES

+ AND MORE!

CASH OR CHECK

24 POPE AVENLUE
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 29928

Speclal thanks to Circle of Life 6ardening!
Allproceeds benefitour World Youth Day Pilgrims

WELCOME HOME!

Our parishioners have returned from Ireland and had a blast!
Thank you to Fr. Christopher and Jamie from Nobile Travel for
coodinating this amazing trip.

. — BIB TU
STARTING TUESDAY, OCTOB
6:30 PM | PARISH HALL
CONTACT
DEACON BILL DEACON@HOLYFAMILYHHI.ORG

TO JOIN OR TEXT/CALL: 404-680-9054
SCAN THE QR CODE

H

TO STAY
ONLINE!

ented by Norman Galloway
from the Hilton Head Island Computer Club

Thursday, September 24, 2026
at 9:00 am in the Parish Hall
...join us for refreshments prior

ALLARE

WELCOME!

Norman Galloway will share highlights of a powerful

presentation given by Carolyn “Carri” Lybarker, SC Cabinet
Member & Administrator of the South Carolina Department
of Consumer Affairs to 60 computer club members in July.

What we'll learn:
* Real world examples of common
scams & the dangers they present
» How to recognize scams
* How to stay safe when threatened
+ Steps to take to prevent loss

What to do when it's too late:

« Will provide ways to stay safe
when scammers have already
taken our information

In today's digital world, being connected means being
responsible. Online safety protects your identity,
your privacy, and your peace of mind.
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TO OUR NEWLY
REGISTERED
FAMILIES AT

HOLY FAMILY!

Maria Gonzelez
Edward & Maureen Kennedy
Diane Reilley

JOIN OUR PARISH!
MW
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CONNECT
WITH US!

Are you receiving our
email newsletter,
“Holy Family Happenings”?
If not, please contact
info@holyfamilyhhi.org
to be added to our
distribution list so you can
be up-to-date on
important parish news!

-SACRAMENTS-
(@5& F+ \Q\wh&; D:[\L\\lfg,
& ZS TN @ é
MANY BLESSINGS TO THOSE THAT RECENTLY
CELEBRATED SACRAMENTS AT HOLY FAMILY:

MARRIAGE

September 18, 2026
Mr. & Mrs. Brad and Charlotte (Ruhlin) Thompson

BAPTISM

September 20, 2026
Matias Evelio Ramirez Perez
Thiago Arce Landa

JOIN
HOLY FAMILY &
ST. FRANCIS BY THE SEA
FORA NIGHT OF FUN!

TIGKET LINK

COMING SOON!
ROSARY MAKERS oy
Meetings take place on Fridays following 8:00 am & ig‘;f%s
Mass. Please join this great group, as they are in .# e _pf""‘a-:.
need of more volunteers! Supplies are provided!

S Sunday Scripture
Bible Study /

et with other men to delve into
scriptures for the upcoming
Sunday readings.

-Thursdogs after 8:00 am Mass
 Parish Hall

Please contact Rick Kane at
rtkane563@gmail.com to register
| receive the weekly notes

Welarelin
Please bring your donations mﬁ% ofithe
to the baskets in the church ollowing;
item'ss

narthex, or to the SVDP office
Monday-Friday, before noon,
located next to the Parish
Office.

bags of oranges
bags of apples

canned black beans
canned whole kernel corn

canned fruit cocktail
dried lentils
Gift cards to purchase
fresh produce

We appreciate your
generosity!

Questions?
Please call the SDVP office
at 843-785-2895, ext. 222

Prayer
Chain
The Prayer Chain Ministry is
an email group that prays for
the intentions of Holy Family
parishioners. Submit a
prayer request by visiting
our website, calling the

Parish Office, or scanning
the QR code below.

PRAYER INTENTIONS

For those that have
recently died, especially:
Marion Gorczynski
Rev. Robert Spriggs
Robert Wolfe

For the sick in our
community, especially:
Brian Burke
Margaret Donnelly
Fr. Ron Farrell
John Fitzpatrick
Angel Gerena
Ed Gruchacz
Violet Kopicky
Soralla Leyva
Bob & Claudia MacDonald
Nancy Mahoney
Jodie Marinello
Brendan Reilley

For Communion to the Sick
requests, please contact
the Parish Office.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Fresh altar flower
arrangements may be
donated:

¢ to honor a friend or
family member

e to remember a loved one

e to celebrate an
anniversary or for any
reason you wish.

To donate and dedicate
altar flowers, please contact
info@holyfamilyhhi.org



SEMINARIANS 2026-2027
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"Mo one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
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r. Kane is grateful to MOLLIE NICHOLS & KAREN BARTLETT for covering on 9/19 & ‘-J.-‘E[ﬂ
to enable her to head to NJ to play a benefit recital for the Diocese of Paterson seminarians in

her native Morristown on f"n;-u.nnr.nti-.m’.q new [’c:ragﬂlln organ.
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Many inquired about the origins of the Choral
Prelude *0 Love of God” which was sung by
the choirs at the 913 Masses. The text was

his text “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.” "0
Love of God" is reprinted here along with a
link/QR code to the musical setting of the
prayer composed by Dr. Kane.

written by 19" ¢, Scottish minister/hymn writer
Horatius Bonar who is perhaps best known for

“© Love of God”

@ love of God; how strong and- trued
Eternal; and yel ever new

Uncomprehended and unbought

O love of God; how deep and. great!
Fav deeper thaw man'y deepest hale
Self-fed; self-kindled like the lLight

@ heavenly love how preciowuy still
Inv dayy of wearinesy and- il
Ine nighty of pain and helplessnessy
To-heal;, tor comyfort, and. to- bless!

Texl: Hovativs Bonasr (1808-1889)
Music: PM Ko

https:/fdrive,
Pl lIUI: [#FELaMIOCyyxd AbarhDAg

Beyond all knowledge and- all thought

pogle.com/drive/folders/1SEphn
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September 26 & 27, 2026: 26th Sun. Ord. Ti
Prelude
“Sweet Hour of Prayer”
William B. Bradbury (1516-1868)
setting by Dale Wood (1934-2003)

“0 Master Let Me Walk with Thee”
H. Percy Smith (1825-1898)
setting by Gilbert M. Martin (at 5:00 Mass)
Kurt Kaiser (at 8:00 & 11:15 Masses)

“What Wondrous Love Is This”
American folk melody
setting by John Carter (b. 1930)

Choral Prelude
“Christ Has No Hﬂdy Mow but Yours”

Text: Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
Music: Liam Lawton/arr. Chris de Silva
sung by the Holy Family Choir at 8:00 & 11:15

Postlude
“The Golden Trumpet”

Lam Smith {I 934-2015

Dir. Kane was happy to

welcome her new friends

from Richmond Hill to try |
out the organ!
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AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

CORNERSTONE

Y CHURCH

FREE

o A

OCTOBER 3RD | 2-5PM
[lIll B()YS & GIRLS (,LLB

MTREE ROAD HILTOXN HEAD ISLAND, 5C 20

HOLY FAMILY

CATHOLIC CHURCH
WELCOMES

SPEAKER:
IMMACULEE ILIBAGIZA

» Daily Mass

+ Fellowship

» Prayer

+ Confession

+ Consecration
to Qur Lady

+ Refreshments

NOVEMBER 6-7, 2026

ReeiC) Tickets Available Now!

frisd Scan the QR code for
S nckets & itinerary, or

24 Pope Avenue
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

Questions? Comact the Parish Office X
843.785.2895 | info@holyfamilyhhi.org

i TRUCK #17
RIBBON CUTTING

joir) Sesoomad Heeipeings s we Celebrade Bhe reweect additon Bo our food

resooe feed and
FeCognine the peneyous gonors snd parine s who mude § pottibie Trosdk 817 will Feip
resoe mone fresh food. strenghen support for cur pantry partreers. and put mone

rugfritacnr, Soned o Laksies oo The Lowe oty

Wednesday

SEPT 30th
9:30 AM

Sams Club Eq_rking Lot

THANK YOU TO OUR HOST
sumsclub

Thubil g © S (o il Pt Papiligl o ofwtnll

As a reminder, in the event of severe
weather ALL updates regarding the parish
o Jischedule will be communicated via
4’6‘ Flocknote emails to your inbox and shared
on our website: www.holyfamilyhhi.org

SNERe

Y
ATV

GOSPEL EXAMINATION ST. FRANCIS
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
identify one person or WEEKLY HOWL

grievance you are still
holding a grudge against
and consciously release it
through active forgiveness

Scan the QR code with
your smartphone’s
cameraq, to learn all

about the latest

happenings at
St. Francis

Catholic School!

Spend five minutes in
quiet prayer. Ask the Holy
Spirit to bring to mind
someone who has hurt,
offended, or disappointed
you—someone whose
offense you replay in your
mind.




MINISTERIO HISPANO 20 DE SEPTIEMBRE, 2026

(M343-785-2895, ext. 223 ()spanish@holyfamilyhhiorg Ewww.holyfamilyhhi.org PESHE Huren

ORIEE e el e | [
Fy o] ; registracda su & en la parm I
iz : %“' HORARIO DE ACTIVIDADES DE HOLY FAMILY SE
;Erj : -:-r-‘:-tE]vsiegméece, Eﬂj&? C'E%'ﬁ escgnean OESLe | |comuNICARAN MEDIANTE UN MENSAJE DE FLOCKNOTE
. . e ENVIADO A SU CORREQ ELECTRONICO ¥
[EY Necesano Para o ?El' I"EC|[t:'|r Una carta o E:‘?!ELII:&{EEN Er-ﬂ:L EEIDWEIE:'D =
®is hacersus sacrarhentos ef la parroguia. WWW.HOLYFAMILYHHLORG

HORARIO DE OFICINA

DEL MINISTERIO HISPANO
Lunes, Martes, Juaves

Sacramentos

—~L o7 T —R—

8:45am - 4pm
Miércoles Z2pm - Tpm
Viernes B:45am - 12pm

Bautismos para menores de 7 anos

~ *Acta de nacimiento del nifio
*Formularios para el bautismo y para los padrinos (en la

oficina o sitio web de la parroguia) *Flatica pre-bautismal
Proxima Platica I.!l de Octubre Spm enp tEmn:?;
Llame a la oficina para registrarse.

ESTUDIO DEI
CATECISMO DE
LA TGLESIA CATOLICA

Uncién de los Enfermos

Llame al (843)785-2895, ext. 223
Emergencias Sacramentales

Llame al (B43)785-2895; ext. 225

Ministerios —<>—

TEMA: ESPIRITU SANTO E IGLESIA

Martes | Septicmbre 22 | Despuss & La -I,.Tﬂ staria unirte a un LPOR QUE
St " inisterio de la glesia? o BIBLIA?
@ St. Francis by the Sea () Tus dones y talentos son

- - ::I AUH CTTY REN, DR, 00 2k - = _;ﬁ |mpﬂl't HIT'.'ES. '.."1,""".""\-. ﬂ::::h‘.‘::

3 Contacta a la oficina para k dos contec ‘:‘
Ora con Mariay recibe mas informacién. eyl
ala Virgen Peregrina en La bendicidn y el envio de
tu hogar! llvl:ls myt?:tt:as ;erwdﬂrei_s zgreﬁ O Germncingn @) Gato ey
o . : 0s ministerios se reali pobeirrriphed e
8137852805 ot 225 [PVENBIIG, e i
' 18 de octubre, DOMUND, A bt d s i
L Domingo Mundial de las e e i, e pan o,
Drﬂﬂiﬁﬁ — Miﬁ'l.ﬂﬂes | CISBILAFL, HE —lEE

ESCUELADE LAFE ¢

LUNES - VIERNES Las ultimas clases de este afio,

7:00AM - 6:00PM lunes 21 de sept & 5 oct
SABADO a las 7pm en el Salén Parroquial.
7:00AM - 4:00PM
DOMINGO
= dCerdradg _ Qucéur:sn;: Vida en cﬂshlggre .
uede adquirir urna ICa GUe SQmos 5
llave para gntrar ala . gi.']ltélgm 1‘:'.-‘.:r hay entre un

capilla a orar 24/7.



SABADD, 9/26 | 10:00 AM - EEEI PA
EI[]MIHEI] WET | 8:30 AM - 2:30 P

jMasta agotar!

-'1-1-1-.!
b E N

. NE.IM DE ELEFANTE

= POTOS

= MONSTERA

« AVE DEL PARAISD

+ HELECHOS COLGANTES “HANGING
FERNS™

= LIRID OE LA PAZ

& 24 POPE AVEMUE

HILTOM HEAD ISLAKD, 5C 23%:28

jUin ogradecimiento especial a Cirele of Life GCardening!
Todo lo recoudado se destinard @ nuestros peregrinos de la
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	RELIGIOUS ARTICLES SHOP
	Monday - Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday
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	Twenty Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time
	Lectionary 133
	‘Are you envious because our God is generous (Matt 20:15b)? How many times have you heard the Parable of the Vineyard Workers and missed the lesson that Jesus is teaching us? Have you asked yourself why didn’t the workers who were out in the field the longest get more pay? It is a reasonable question for someone who lives in this world. That is why we need to be aware of the questions we ask ourselves and how our own conditioning might be blinding us to the Word of God.
	Anyone who thinks that they are looking forward to the kingdom of heaven but is wondering how much more a reward they will be getting than the thief on the cross, (Luke 23:43), isn’t really looking forward to the kingdom of heaven. The thief on the cross, who came to faith at the last hour, couldn’t even go out into the fields to work. The fact that he is one of the first people we are assured who went to heaven is consistent with this parable. Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven (Matt 18: 3). A child simply wants to please his parents and does not compare himself with his neighbor. A smile and a “well done,” is all he will ever desire.
	What pay did we sign up for when we gave our hearts to the Lord and went out into the mission fields all around us? “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him,” 1 Cor 2:9). A smile from our God will be infinitely more than we could ever imagine. He who is Love is everything we will ever want.
	We must be willing to stop, think with, and be taught by our God. Seek the Lord while He may be found, call Him while He is near (Isaiah 55.6).
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