
STARI Literature List
Series 1
Unit 1.1 - Stand Up for Yourself Unit 1.2 - What Makes A Family? Unit 1.3 - Disaster Strikes!

The Skin I’m In (Sharon Flake) 
Middle School Confidential: Be 
Confident in Who You Are (Annie 
Fox)  
Local News (Gary Soto) 

Locomotion (Jacqueline Woodson) 
How to Eat a Poem (The American 
Poetry & Literacy Project and The 
Academy of American Poets, eds.) 
(1 book/pair) 
Foster Families (H.W. Poole) 
Local News (Gary Soto) 

Hurricane Katrina (Peter Benoit) 
Ninth Ward (Jewell Parker 
Rhodes)

Series 2

Unit 2.1 - Bearing Witness Unit 2.2 - In War Time Unit 2.3 - Telling Our Stories

Ghost Boys (Jewell Parker Rhodes) 
The Murder of Emmett Till 
(Henrietta Toth) 
A Wreath for Emmett 
Till (Marilyn Nelson) (optional, 1 
per class) 

The Big Nothing (Adrian Fogelin) 
Soldier (Simon Adams) 
The Man Who Walked Between 
the Towers (Mordicai Gerstein)

When I Was Your Age: Volumes I 
and II: Original Stories about 
Growing Up (Amy Ehrlich, ed.)  
What the World Eats (Faith 
D'Aluisio) (1 book/pair) 
The Story of Muhammad Ali 
(Leslie Garrett) 
Champion: The Story of 
Muhammad Ali (Jim Haskins) (1 
book/pair) 
Various Muhammad Ali 
biographies

Series 3

Unit 3.1 - They Got Game Unit 3.2 - Between Two Worlds Unit 3.3 - Harlem Renaissance 

Game (Walter Dean Myers) 
Roberto Clemente (Jonah Winter) 
Real Kids, Real Stories, Real 
Change (Garth Sundem)

Hot Topics: Immigration (Nick 
Hunter) 
Ask Me No Questions (Marina 
Budhos)

Bronx Masquerade (Nikki Grimes) 
Harlem Stomp! (Laban Carrick 
Hill) (1 book/pair) 
The Great Migration (Jacob 
Lawrence)

Series 4

Unit 4.1 - Strength and Struggle Unit 4.2 - Working for Change Unit 4.3 - Truth, Lies, and Memory

Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your 
Ass (Meg Medina) 
Mario and the Hole in the Sky 
(Elizabeth Rusch) 

Fifteen and Change (Max Howard) 
Kids on Strike (Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti) 
Fresh Ink (Lamar Giles)

Kent State (Deborah Wiles) 
The United States and Vietnam: A 
Complicated History (Kyle 
Johnson)


