
Day One 
Ke edy and Johnson 

Americans were surprised when JFK chose LBJ as his running mate. Read silently.
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“Johnson is Nominated for Vice President; Kennedy Picks Him to Placate the South,”

declared the newspaper headline in July 1960. Americans were stunned when John F. Kennedy

selected Lyndon B. Johnson to be his running mate. The two politicians were viewed as

striking opposites. Kennedy was youthful and charming, while Johnson was experienced and

brusque. Kennedy hailed from a wealthy family in the northeast, while Johnson grew up in

poverty in Texas. Kennedy attended an Ivy League university, while Johnson attended a local

teaching college. However, Kennedy believed Johnson could help him sway the south.

After their victory, Kennedy did not admit Johnson into his inner circle. Tip O’Neill, a

congressman at the time, said the Kennedys “had a disdain for Johnson that they didn't even

try to hide . . . They actually took pride in snubbing him." However, President Kennedy

endeavored to keep Johnson occupied, as he worried about Johnson undermining him. With

decades of experience in Washington, Johnson was a force to be feared. 

Upon President Kennedy’s tragic assassination, Johnson unexpectedly ascended to the

presidency. Johnson proceeded to win the following election and served as president for six

years. Although Johnson initiated his presidency with unusually high approval ratings, his

popularity faded by 1968. Following dismal results in the early Democratic primaries,

Johnson dropped out of the 1968 presidential race. The Republican candidate, Richard Nixon,

would go on to win the election and succeed Johnson as president. 


	Day Two
	Young JFK
	Part 1: Silent read
	Young JFK
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	Growing up, what was JFK’s family like?
	____________________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________
	What kind of student was JFK at Choate?
	____________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Young JFK
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	John F. Kennedy, / often called JFK, / was the second of nine children / in the wealthy and politically influential Kennedy family. // His father, / Joseph Kennedy, / placed high expectations on his children, / ensuring they attended prestigious schools / with every opportunity for success. //
	At age 15, / JFK enrolled at Choate, / an elite boarding school. // He was not the strongest student academically / and had a rebellious streak. // He and his cohort of friends, / who called themselves “The Muckers Club,” / frequently played pranks. // In one infamous stunt, / they exploded a toilet seat / with a firecracker. // Despite his mediocre academics, / JFK was voted “most likely to succeed” / by his peers. //
	After graduating from Choate, / JFK attended Harvard University. // He also traveled extensively, / visiting his father, / who served as ambassador to the United Kingdom. // Following the outbreak of World War II, / JFK joined the U.S. Naval Reserve, / eventually becoming commander / of a patrol torpedo boat in the Pacific Ocean. // During a mission, / a Japanese destroyer struck and sank his boat. // Despite being injured, / JFK rescued a wounded crew member / and led the survivors to safety. // When the public learned of his bravery, / he was celebrated as a hero. //
	Many historians believe / John F. Kennedy’s military service / helped prepare him for leadership. // He went on to become a U.S. congressman, / a senator, / and eventually president. // Tragically, / JFK only served as president for three years / before being assassinated in 1963. // His vice president, / Lyndon B. Johnson, / succeeded him as president. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Young JFK
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	in the wealthy and politically influential Kennedy family
	ensuring they attended prestigious schools
	In one infamous stunt
	Despite his mediocre academics
	Following the outbreak of World War II
	eventually becoming commander
	he was celebrated as a hero
	influential   in | floo | EN | chul
	prestigious   preh | STIH | juss
	cohort    KOH | hort
	infamous   IN | fuh | muss
	mediocre   mee | dee | OH | kurr
	Choate    CHOTE
	Decoding practice:
	We break words into syllables where we see two consonants in the middle of words.
	Underline the middle two consonants.
	Draw a line between the two consonants.
	Put a short vowel sign  ̆ over the first vowel.
	Say the word with your partner.
	The first one is done for you.
	success   despite   injured
	rescued   member   public
	Young JFK
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	Two-thirds of American presidents served in the military before entering politics. Do you think being in the military is a good preparation for becoming president? Why or why not?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Share your reasoning with your partner and listen to their thoughts.
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Kennedy and Johnson
	Part 1: Silent read
	Kennedy and Johnson
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	What are some ways that Kennedy and Johnson were opposites?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Who became the next president after President Johnson?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Kennedy and Johnson
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	“Johnson is Nominated for Vice President; / Kennedy Picks Him to Placate the South,” / declared the newspaper headline / in July 1960. // Americans were stunned / when John F. Kennedy / selected Lyndon B. Johnson / to be his running mate. // The two politicians were viewed as striking opposites. // Kennedy was youthful and charming, / while Johnson was experienced and brusque. // Kennedy hailed from a wealthy family / in the northeast, / while Johnson grew up in poverty / in Texas. // Kennedy attended an Ivy League university, / while Johnson attended a local teaching college. // However, / Kennedy believed / Johnson could help him / sway the south. //
	After their victory, / Kennedy did not admit Johnson into his inner circle. // Tip O’Neill, / a congressman at the time, / said the Kennedys “had a disdain for Johnson / that they didn't even try to hide // . . . They actually took pride in snubbing him." // However, / President Kennedy endeavored to keep Johnson occupied, / as he worried about Johnson undermining him. // With decades of experience in Washington, / Johnson was a force to be feared. //
	Upon President Kennedy’s tragic assassination, / Johnson unexpectedly ascended to the presidency. // Johnson proceeded to win the following election / and served as president for six years. // Although Johnson initiated his presidency / with unusually high approval ratings, / his popularity faded by 1968. // Following dismal results / in the early Democratic primaries, / Johnson dropped out of the 1968 presidential race. // The Republican candidate, / Richard Nixon, / would go on to win the election / and succeed Johnson as president. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Kennedy and Johnson
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	Kennedy Picks Him to Placate the South
	said the Kennedys “had a disdain for Johnson
	as he worried about Johnson undermining him
	Upon President Kennedy’s tragic assassination
	Although Johnson initiated his presidency
	Following dismal results
	placate   PLAY | kate
	brusque   BRUSK
	endeavored  in | DEH | vurd
	ascended   uh | SEND | id
	initiated   ih | NIH | she | ate | id
	disdain   dis  | DAYN
	Decoding practice:
	We break words into syllables where we see two consonants in the middle of words.
	Underline the middle two consonants.
	Draw a line between the two consonants.
	Put a short vowel sign  ̆ over the first vowel.
	Say the word with your partner.
	The first one is done for you.
	college   after   admit
	inner   disdain  dismal
	Kennedy and Johnson
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	Why do you think the Kennedys “snubbed” or “disdained” Vice President Johnson?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	What does your partner think?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Our Nation’s Oldest Militia
	Part 1: Silent read
	Our Nation’s Oldest Militia
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	What is the role of the National Guard?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	When and where did the National Guard originate?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Our Nation’s Oldest Militia
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	The National Guard is a state-based military force. // Every state in the U.S. has a National Guard force, / and so does the District of Columbia, / home of our nation’s capital, / and the U.S. territories of Guam, / Virgin Islands, / and Puerto Rico. // The National Guard serves a dual mission, / protecting and defending America both overseas and at home, / and they can be called up at any time, / by either the Governor of their state / or the President of the U.S. //
	The National Guard predates the U.S. Army, / and counts November 13, / 1636 / as its origin day. // On that day, / the militia in the Massachusetts Bay Colony / were organized into regiments / and tasked with defending the colony. // Today those first regiments still exist: / they are the 181st and 182nd Infantry, / the 101st Field Artillery, / and the 101st Engineer Battalion of the Massachusetts Army National Guard. // More than 300 years later / the Air National Guard was formed / as a reserve component of the Air Force, / on September 18, / 1947. //
	The National Guard has played / crucial roles in many overseas conflicts, / including the Persian Gulf War in the 1990s / and peacekeeping efforts in countries around the globe. // They have also fulfilled support roles / to help communities after devastating events / like the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center in 2001 / and Hurricane Katrina in 2005. // During the COVID-19 pandemic / more than 19,000 Guard members / were deployed in 45 different states, / helping in schools, / hospitals, / and nursing centers. // This unconventional mobilization / was one of the longest-lasting domestic missions / the National Guard has ever completed. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Our Nation’s Oldest Militia
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	The National Guard predates the U.S. Army
	the militia in the Massachusetts Bay Colony
	Today those first regiments still exist
	played crucial roles in many overseas conflicts
	This unconventional mobilization
	was one of the longest-lasting domestic missions
	Guam   GWAHM
	dual   DOO | ul
	militia   muh | LIH | shuh
	regiments   REH | juh | mints
	crucial    KROO | shul
	Persian   PURR | zhun
	unconventional  un | kun | VEN | shuh | nul
	mobilization  moh | buh | luh | ZAY | shun
	Decoding practice:
	Underline the single middle consonant.
	Draw a line before the middle consonants.
	Put a long vowel sign  ¯ over the first vowel.
	Say the word with your partner.
	The first one is done for you.
	¯
	Our Nation’s Oldest Militia
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	Which of the National Guard missions described in the passage would you most like to have done?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Versatile Leaders for Military and Civilian Life
	Part 1: Silent read
	Versatile Leaders for Military and Civilian Life
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	What is the college ROTC program designed to do?
	___________________________________________________________________
	What is the mandatory service obligation for ROTC participants?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Versatile Leaders for Military and Civilian Life
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	The Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) / is a comprehensive college program / designed to prepare students for commissioned military service. // While pursuing their academic degrees, / ROTC participants simultaneously engage / in specialized military training. // The program offers branches affiliated with the Army, / Navy, / Marine Corps, / and Air Force. //
	ROTC candidates must meet specific eligibility criteria. // Applicants must be at least 17 years of age / and demonstrate sufficient physical fitness. // They must possess a high school diploma / or equivalent. // And they must pass a criminal background investigation, / and be either a United States citizen / or lawful permanent resident. //
	ROTC participation offers numerous advantages. // Many cadets receive substantial scholarships /to fund their education. // The curriculum integrates leadership development / and military science coursework / alongside traditional academic studies. // Upon graduation, / participants receive officer commissions. // Army, / Air Force, / and Marine Corps graduates / enter service as Second Lieutenants, / while Navy graduates commission / as Ensigns. // These commissions require mandatory service obligations / ranging from four to eight years of active duty. //
	A principal objective of ROTC / is the cultivation of versatile leaders / who are proficient in both military operations / and civilian affairs. // Established in 1916, / the program has produced officers for all major military conflicts / since World War I. // The program expanded to include / female participants in 1972. // Distinguished ROTC alumni include Walmart founder Sam Walton, / Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito, / and Iowa Senator Joni Ernst. //
	ROTC programs are the largest source of military officers / for the Department of Defense, / and diversity among ROTC cadets has increased in recent years. // However, / a 2023 review by the Government Accountability Office / found that actions were needed in order to / better monitor diversity progress in the ROTC. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Versatile Leaders for Military and Civilian Life
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	designed to prepare students for commissioned military service
	ROTC participants simultaneously engage
	and demonstrate sufficient physical fitness
	These commissions require mandatory service obligations
	is the cultivation of versatile leaders
	a 2023 review by the Government Accountability Office
	Corps   KOR
	sufficient   suh | FIH | shunt
	Lieutenant   loo | TEN | ent
	Ensign    EN | sun
	obligations   ah | bluh | GAY | shunz
	cultivation   kuhl | tuh | VAY | shun
	versatile   VUR | suh | tul
	Decoding practice:
	Versatile Leaders for Military and Civilian Life
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Shirley Chisholm and the Cost of War
	Part 1: Silent read
	Shirley Chisholm and the Cost of War
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	What did Shirley Chisholm think about Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird's desire to stay fighting for two more years?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	What is Shirley Chisholm known for? ___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Shirley Chisholm and the Cost of War
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	Shirley Chisholm opposed the Vietnam War— / not just because of the violence, / but because she believed it robbed Americans / of support they desperately needed. // While others criticized the war’s politics / or rising death toll, / Chisholm focused on how war spending / harmed people at home. //
	She was born in Brooklyn, / New York, / in 1925 / to immigrant parents. // Her father, /from Guyana, / worked in a factory. // Her mother, / from Barbados, / was a seamstress. // In 1964, / Chisholm was elected to the New York State Legislature. // Four years later, / she became the first Black woman / elected to the U.S. Congress. //
	As a former teacher / and early childhood advocate, / Chisholm was outraged when programs like Head Start / were cut due to “lack of funds”— / while $9 billion was approved for war. // She saw this as deeply unfair. //
	She spoke out in Congress. // When Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird / said the U.S. was prepared to fight for two more years, / Chisholm responded. //
	“Two more years of hunger for Americans, / of death for our best young men, / of children here at home suffering the lifelong handicap / of not having a good education… / It must stop— / this year— / now.” //
	Her courage helped define her career. // Throughout her time in Congress, / Chisholm remained independent and principled. // She introduced more than 50 pieces of legislation, / co-founded the National Women’s Political Caucus, / and became the first Black woman / on the House Rules Committee. //
	Chisholm retired in 1983 / and passed away in 2005. // Today, / she is remembered as a fearless leader / who spoke truth to power / and never backed down from a fight for justice. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Shirley Chisholm and the Cost of War
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	of support they desperately needed
	While others criticized the war’s politics
	Chisholm was elected to the New York State Legislature
	of children here at home suffering the lifelong handicap
	Chisholm remained independent and principled
	Chisholm   CHIZ | uhm
	Guyana   guy | AH | nuh
	Barbados   bar | BAY | dohs
	legislature   LEH | juh | slay | chur
	advocate   AD | vuh | kit
	principled   PRIN | suh | puld
	caucus   KAW | kus
	Decoding practice:
	criticized   politics  focused
	later   became  legislation
	Shirley Chisholm and the Cost of War
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	How do you think people responded to Shirley Chisholm?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Check with your partner. What does your partner think?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Students for a Democratic Society
	Part 1: Silent read
	Students for a Democratic Society
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	Why didn’t SDS have strong leadership?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	What did SDS want universities to stop doing?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Students for a Democratic Society
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	“Make love, / not war!” / shouted student protesters. // These protestors / were members of Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), / a student activist organization / during the 1960s and 1970s. //
	SDS was originally an offshoot / of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee / and they participated in the Civil Rights Movement. // But as the war in Vietnam ramped up, / SDS became focused on protesting the war, / and particularly the draft. // University administrations were supplying the draft boards with class rankings, / letting them know which students were doing well in school / and who might drop out. // SDS attacked the universities, / saying that they were complicit in the war. // In 1965, / SDS led a three-day sit-in / at the University of Chicago. // Later that year, / over 20,000 members of SDS /  joined the National March Against the Vietnam War / in Washington DC. //
	From the beginning, / SDS deliberately did not have strong leadership. // The founders said / the organization was an exercise in “participatory democracy,” / where everyone had a direct voice in decision making. // There were over 300 chapters / and 30,000 members / at campuses all across the country. // But the lack of clear direction / led to the movement’s eventual breakup. // Some SDS members / formed a more radical and violent group / called the Weather Underground. // Others joined with the Revolutionary Youth Movement, / to expand their organizing / off college campuses and into the community. // By 1974, / the SDS was no more. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Students for a Democratic Society
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	a student activist organization
	of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
	University administrations were supplying the draft boards with class rankings
	the organization was an exercise in “participatory democracy,”
	But the lack of clear direction
	led to the movement’s eventual breakup
	Coordinating   koh | OR | duh | nay | ting
	complicit   kum | PLIH | sut
	participatory   par | TIH | suh | puh | tor | ee
	eventual   ih | VEN | choo | ul
	Revolutionary   reh | vuh | LOO | shuh | nair | ee
	Decoding practice:
	Students for a Democratic Society
	Part 3: Last read             WPM ___________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Dynamic and Unconventional: The Rolling Stones
	Part 1: Silent read
	Dynamic and Unconventional: The Rolling Stones
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	Who are the Rolling Stones?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	What was one of their songs from the 1960s?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Dynamic and Unconventional: The Rolling Stones
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	The Rolling Stones, / an English rock band established in 1962, / rose to prominence during the mid-1960s. // They were significant figures in the British Invasion— / a cultural phenomenon characterized by British music and culture / exerting substantial influence across the U.S. // The Rolling Stones distinguished themselves / as one of the pioneer British bands to achieve / substantial recognition and acclaim in America. //
	The band's original configuration / included Keith Richards and Mick Jagger, / former classmates and childhood companions from the 1950s. // By 1961, / they had established a quintet with three additional musicians, / initially identifying themselves as the Blues Boys. // The ensemble evolved / with the incorporation of new members. // When questioned by a journalist, / they adopted the name "the Rollin' Stones," / derived from a composition by blues musician Muddy Waters. //
	The Stones' early musical foundations incorporated blues, / rhythm, / and elements of Black culture. // They temporarily ventured into psychedelic rock / before reverting to rhythm and blues-oriented rock / during the late 1960s. // Their management initially attempted to present them / in matching suits with choreographed dance steps, / but ultimately authorized an alternative strategy. // Their debut album cover features the unsmiling band members / with long hair and mismatched wardrobes. // Their rebellious reputation was intensified / by numerous drug-related charges. // In 1969, / a live concert was marred / by the fatal stabbing of an attendee / by a member of the motorcycle group providing security. //
	Nevertheless, / the Rolling Stones maintain their popularity / and creative output / more than six decades after their formation. // Their most acclaimed compositions from the 1960s / include "I Can't Get No Satisfaction" / and "You Can't Always Get What You Want." // They have continued touring well into the 2000s, / classifying themselves as / "theatre and reality at the same time." //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Dynamic and Unconventional: The Rolling Stones
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	rose to prominence during the mid-1960s
	a cultural phenomenon characterized by British music and culture
	exerting substantial influence across the U.S.
	as one of the pioneer British bands to achieve
	substantial recognition and acclaim in America
	initially identifying themselves as the Blues Boys
	derived from a composition by blues musician Muddy Waters
	They temporarily ventured into psychedelic rock
	prominence   PRAH | muh | nuns
	phenomenon   fih | NAH | muh | nahn
	substantial    sub | STAN | shul
	configuration   kun | fih | gyuh | RAY | shun
	ensemble    ahn | SAHM | bull
	psychedelic   sy | kuh | DEH | lik
	choreographed   CORE | ee | uh | graft
	debut    day | BYOO
	Decoding practice:
	Circle the base word and underline the verb suffix in the words below. The first one has been done for you.
	Dynamic and Unconventional: The Rolling Stones
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	What is one thing a musician would have to do to stay famous for over 60 years?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	What does your partner think?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	Part 1: Silent read
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	How did Ken Kesey describe psychiatric hospitals?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Why did Ken Kesey believe many patients had been hospitalized?
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	Ken Kesey was an author / who identified himself / as a link between the Beat Generation of the 1950s / and the hippies of the 1960s. // His most famous novel is called / One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. // The novel takes place / in a psychiatric hospital, / where medical methods are used / to control patients. // For example, / some patients are given a lobotomy. // This is a surgery / where some connections in the brain are cut. // Lobotomies made people lose their personality / and ability for complex thought. //
	Prior to writing this book, / Ken worked the night shift / at a mental health facility. // He believed that many of the patients there were not insane, / but instead had been hospitalized / because they refused to conform / with conventional expectations for appropriate behavior. // In One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, / Ken characterized psychiatric hospitals / as oppressive and prison-like. // One character, / Nurse Ratched, / personified the cruel and controlling nature of society. //
	Ken Kesey also used hallucinogenic drugs. // He used LSD, / often called acid, / and wrote detailed accounts / of his experiences with the drug. // He also organized “acid tests,” / parties where people would take LSD / accompanied by music, / strobe lights, / and other effects. // The goal was to popularize LSD among hippies. //
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest / is one of the most challenged and banned books / in American history. // But it is also very popular. // In 1975, / it was made into a movie / which won five Academy Awards. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	as a link between the Beat Generation of the 1950s
	where medical methods are used
	but instead had been hospitalized
	with conventional expectations for appropriate behavior
	Ken characterized psychiatric hospitals
	personified the cruel and controlling nature of society
	Kesey   KEE | zee
	Cuckoo   KOO | koo
	psychiatric   seye | kee | AH | trik
	lobotomy   loh | BAW | tuh | me
	personified   purr | SAH | nuh | fide
	society   suh | SY | uh | tee
	hallucinogenic  huh | loo | suh | nuh | JEH | nik
	Decoding practice:
	Circle the base word and underline the verb suffix in the words below. The first one has been done for you.
	identify      hospitalize
	characterize  personify  popularize
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	Why do you think One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest was so popular?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Check in with your partner. Why do they think the story was so popular?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Truth Behind the Gunfire
	Part 1: Silent read
	Truth Behind the Gunfire
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	Why was the dump truck set on fire?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	What was the aftermath of the shooting?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	Truth Behind the Gunfire
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	As tensions rose across the country / in response to the Vietnam War / and civil rights struggles, / college campuses became a critical space / for protest and police action. // But what happened on the evening of May 14, / 1970, / at Jackson State College / remains a powerful and often overlooked / part of American history. //
	The previous night, / police roped off Lynch Street / to contain traffic. // Lynch Street ran directly through campus / and sometimes White commuters / would speed through campus / endangering pedestrians / and hurling racial insults. // To express their frustration, / a group of young people / exported a dump truck / from a neighboring construction site, / drove it onto Lynch Street / and set it ablaze. //
	The fire truck / was imported to campus / by the Mississippi Highway and Safety Patrol. // This angered the students / who made their feelings known to the officers. //When the fire was doused, / officers marched toward the center of campus / and towards Alexander Hall— / where an unsuspecting crowd of students convened, / just laughing and hanging out. //
	When the police reached Alexander Hall, / the scene was quickly transformed into chaos. // Police turned to face the dorm and students / and opened fire, / unleashing a 28-second barrage / of gunshots that killed two— / Phillip Gibbs and James Earl Green— / and injured twelve others. // Gibbs was a student at Jackson State, / and Green was a high school student / just days shy / of his high school graduation. //
	In the aftermath, / the highway patrol falsely claimed / that they saw a sniper / in one of the windows / of the dorm. // No evidence of a sniper / was ever discovered. // The officers actions’ / violated basic protocol, / as they sprayed the students out front / with over 150 rounds of ammunition. //
	I read the passage in phrases out loud to my partner.
	Truth Behind the Gunfire
	Part 1: Tricky phrases and words
	As tensions rose across the country
	remains a powerful and often overlooked
	endangering pedestrians
	where an unsuspecting crowd of students convened
	unleashing a 28 second barrage
	violated basic protocol
	pedestrians    puh | DEH | stree | unz
	doused    DOWST
	chaos    KAY | ahs
	barrage    BAR | ij or buh | RAHZH
	protocol     PROH | tuh | kawl
	ammunition   am | yuh | NIH | shun
	Decoding practice:
	Truth Behind the Gunfire
	Part 2: Last read             WPM ___________
	Why do you think the officers stayed on campus after the fire was put out?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	The Cost of Conviction
	Part 1: Silent read
	The Cost of Conviction
	Part 2: First timed read                WPM ___________
	What event was canceled at USC as a result of student protests?
	___________________________________________________________________
	What were the students at UC Irvine protesting?
	___________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________
	Part 3: Comprehension and discussion
	The Cost of Conviction
	Part 4: Phrase-cued reading
	Throughout recent history, / student activism has been a driving force for change. // From the United States to Europe, / students have interjected their voices to challenge injustices. // In 2024, / many students protested the war in Gaza— / and in doing so, / gave up major academic and personal milestones / for the cause they believed in. //
	At the University of Southern California (USC), / students convened in a peaceful encampment / to demand reforms from the university. // They wanted the school to divest / from companies linked to Israel. // An encampment, / from the Latin root campus (field), / is a temporary protest site / made up of tents or other structures. // Despite the protest being nonviolent, / the university canceled its main graduation ceremony, / and over 90 students were arrested / and transported to jail. //
	At the University of California, / Irvine, / students also built an encampment / to call out the violence in Gaza. // The university declared the protest unauthorized, / and soon after, / officers dismantled the site. // However, / students still refused to conform to expectations. // Instead, / they occupied the campus science building. // Nearly 50 protesters were arrested, / and many were suspended from school / for 14 days. // Along with their suspensions, / some students faced disciplinary hearings, / lost access to campus housing, / or were banned from participating in future campus events. // Others reported feeling unsafe / returning to campus / due to harassment or backlash. // Despite these personal costs, / the protests continued to grow / in size and support. //
	These are not isolated events. // Over 140 colleges / across the U.S. / have seen encampments, / sit-ins, / or teach-ins— / a method rooted in dialogue and dissent. // Many students have lost scholarships, / been expelled, / or missed graduation. //
	Yet through the disruption, / students continue to believe / that the fight for justice is worth the cost. //
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