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STAFF SPOTLIGHT: SAMMY ATU

WHEN | WAS YOUNG, ABOUT 12 YEARS OLD, | WOULD COME TO THE PROGRAM. BEN
WAS THE COORDINATOR THEN, HE WOULD TAKE US OUT HUNTING AND WE WOULD
PLAY BASKETBALL, FOOTY AND VOLLEYBALL. IN MY LAST YEAR OF SCHOOL, | DID MY
WORK EXPERIENCE HERE AND IT LED ME TO THIS JOB THAT | STARTED IN 2021.

| LIKE TO HELP THE KIDS. TEACHING THEM DIFFERENT SPORTS. HELPING THEM FEEL
HAPPY.

| LIKE TO PLAY CHAIRBALL AND TAG GAME WITH THEM. THEY HAVE FUN DODGING AND
WE LAUGH AND HAVE A GOOD TIME TOGETHER.

IN THIS ROLE I'VE GOT GOOD AT BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS. | TALK TO THE KIDS. |
SEPARATE ANY FIGHTS THAT HAPPEN. | HELP THEM TO BE KIND TO EACH OTHER, NOT
TEASING, TO BE LIKE FAMILY AND FRIENDS. | TELL THEM THAT WE ARE ALL
CONNECTED HERE.

IN THE FUTURE, | WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE MY BASKETBALL COACHING AND
REFEREEING. | LOVED TAKING TRAINING LAST YEAR WITH LIZ FROM BASKETBALL NT -
WE WERE SWAPPING AROUND POSITIONS AND DRIVING TO THE HOOP. | WOULD LIKE
TO LEARN MORE BASKETBALL.

HERE IN GALIWIN’KU WE WORK AS A TEAM. MILIY PLANS AND TELLS US ALL THE
SMALL DETAILS. SHE ASKS US WHAT JOBS WE WANT TO DO AND WE ALWAYS GET IT
DONE.

WE HAVE FUN WITH THE KIDS. WE SET A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR THEM TO KEEP
THEM ON THE RIGHT TRACK. WHEN THEY GROW UP THEY KNOW THEY NEED TO
HELP THE NEXT GROUP OF KIDS COMING THROUGH AND HELP THEM AVOID THE

BAD THINGS THAT SOMETIMES HAPPEN.
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ACTIVITY PROVIDER REPORT

8-10 APRIL 2026
MILINGIMBI ART AND CULTURE - MILINGIMBI - BARK PAINTING
WORKSHOPS

LEAD FACILITATORS: LEON MILMURRU, DAVID ROY, JACINTA BURUKUMALAWUY, DARRYL YATJANY

OVERVIEW: THE BARK PAINTING WORKSHOP - SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM WAS DELIVERED OVER
THREE CONSECUTIVE DAYS. PARTICIPANTS WERE GUIDED BY SENIOR ARTISTS AND ARTS WORKERS
TO LEARN THE FOUNDATIONS OF BARK PAINTING, INCLUDING PREPARING BARK, MIXING NATURAL
OCHRES, AND APPLYING TRADITIONAL DESIGNS. THE WORKSHOP CREATED A LIVELY AND ENGAGING
ENVIRONMENT, WITH HIGH LEVELS OF PARTICIPATION AND ENTHUSIASM THROUGHOUT. IT PROVIDED
AN IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERGENERATIONAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING, WITH CULTURAL
STORIES, TECHNIQUES AND PRACTICES BEING PASSED ON IN A HANDS-ON, PRACTICAL SETTING.

ACTIVITIES: THE BARK PAINTING WS FEATURED A FULL SCHEDULE OF HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES THAT
KEPT PARTICIPANTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED THROUGHOUT. EACH DAY BEGAN WITH THE PREPARATION
OF MATERIALS, FIRING AND CUTTING BARK, SANDING SURFACES, AND APPLYING BASE COATS TO
CREATE A SMOOTH PAINTING GROUND. PARTICIPANTS WERE INTRODUCED TO NATURAL OCHRES,
LEARNING HOW TO GRIND, MIX AND PREPARE PIGMENTS USING TRADITIONAL METHODS. PRACTICED
BRUSH-MAKING TECHNIQUES AND EXPERIMENTED WITH LINEWORK, PATTERNING AND CLAN
DESIGNS. DEMONSTRATIONS ALLOWED PARTICIPANTS TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN PIECES WHILE
RECEIVING ONE-ON-ONE GUIDANCE. CULTURAL DISCUSSIONS WERE WOVEN THROUGHOUT THE
SESSIONS, WITH ARTISTS SHARING THE MEANINGS BEHIND DESIGNS, CONNECTIONS TO COUNTRY,
AND APPROPRIATE WAYS OF REPRESENTING STORY. THE COMBINATION OF PRACTICAL MAKING,
CULTURAL TEACHING AND GROUP INTERACTION CREATED A DYNAMIC AND IMMERSIVE LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT ACROSS ALL THREE DAYS.

-CONTINUED NEXT PAGE-




ACTIVITY PROVIDER REPORT

18-10 APRIL 2026
MILINGIMBI ART AND CULTURE - MILINGIMBI - BARK PAINTING
WORKSHOPS (CONTINUED)

PARTICIPANT ENGAGEMENT: PARTICIPANT ENGAGEMENT WAS CONSISTENTLY HIGH ACROSS ALL
THREE DAYS, WITH STRONG ATTENDANCE AND ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN EACH SESSION. CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE REMAINED FOCUSED AND ENTHUSIASTIC, PARTICIPATING IN BOTH INDIVIDUAL
AND GROUP ACTIVITIES WHILE RESPONDING POSITIVELY TO GUIDANCE FROM SENIOR ARTISTS. THE

HANDS-ON NATURE OF THE WORKSHOP, COMBINED WITH CULTURAL STORYTELLING AND PRACTICAL
SKILL-BUILDING, SUPPORTED SUSTAINED INTEREST AND ENCOURAGED CONFIDENCE IN LEARNING
AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION.

OUTCOMES
e ENCOURAGED THE NEXT GENERATION OF EMERGING ARTISTS AND SHARE FUTURE JOB
PATHWAYS
e PROVIDED MEANINGFUL FUTURE EMPLOYMENT PATHWAYS AND SUSTAINABLE INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES - PRESERVED TRADITIONAL CULTURAL PRACTICES
e BUILT POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS AND PROVIDED A CREATIVE SPACE FOR THE YOUNGER
GENERATION TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES

IMPACT: THE BARK PAINTING WORKSHOPS STRENGTHENED INTERGENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS AND
RENEWED ENTHUSIASM AMONG YOUNG PARTICIPANTS TO CONTINUE LEARNING AT THE ART CENTRE.
THE PROGRAM SUPPORTED THE CONTINUITY OF CULTURAL PRACTICE, PROVIDING SKILLS AND
CONFIDENCE THAT CONTRIBUTE TO BOTH CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY FOR
MILINGIMBI'S FUTURE ARTISTS.
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FOLLOW US ON YOUTUBE!

Active Communities
& Youth Services
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Yirrkala - One Big Family
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youndED « 3.5k views + 13 days ago

Build Up Skateboarding Workshops Ramingining September 2025
o Napurr Dja Dhuwal - Milingimbi
BREAK'N BARRIERZ GALIWIN'KU DHAPIRRK LIFESTYLE

Break'n Barrierz « 48k views * 7 months ago

Galiwin'ku is our home
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