
1

Project Analysis
Education Survey

We had 137 responses with:
• 12% early years sector
• 70% primary
• 12% secondary 
• 6% post 16.

88% of respondents worked in a maintained 
mainstream setting.

53% of the respondents were the SENCo or 
SEN lead for their setting.  

51 of respondents stated they would be willing 
to speak to us further about their answers.

Project Analysis
Survey profile

The majority of respondents stated they are 
supporting 4-10 children with SEN support and/or an 
EHCP.  
Of those children, the same average was recorded for 
those pupils with ASC diagnosis being supported.

98% Respondents believed that they had additional 
pupils in their settings with undiagnosed ASC or SCN.

Length of time in role
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Project Analysis
Confidence levels

Confidence levels around identifying and supporting Autistic CYP

Project Analysis
Confidence levels – reason behind feeling confident 

Parental 
support

Support 
from special 

schools

External 
agency 
support

SMT 
supportExperience TrainingExpertiseMain 

Themes

“I have ASC myself 
and am able to use 
my own experiences 

to support.”
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Project Analysis
Confidence levels - reasons for lack of confidence

Time to plan, 
support and 

train.
Lack of 

experience
Knowledge 

and 
understanding

Training needs
No clear 

Pathway to 
diagnosis

Need for 
Signposting

Main 
themes

We are struggling 
to recruit and 

finance sufficient 
support staff to 

meet need

Whole school 
approach

Specialised services

Regular and specific 
training sessions

Increased knowledge 
on the various 

pathways  - EHCP 
process, CAMHS, 

diagnosis etc

Realistic funding for 
services

More multidiscipline 
approaches to 
support CYP 

including child and 
parents voice

Practical strategies

Project Analysis
Confidence levels

Examples of what could help increase confidence:
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“I manage an autism 
resourced provision 

attached to a 
mainstream secondary. 

The PAATHS course 
many years ago was 

exceptional training and 
alongside other wide 

ranging training I 
benefited form it. we 
undertake whole staff 
and individual training 
every year and brief all 
new staff and ECTs in 
particular on ASC.”

“In my previous authority we 
were supported by Specialist 
Teacher Advisors. They would 

come in and work with 
teaching staff and support 

staff to implement strategies 
for specific children. This was 
supportive in developing a 

whole school approach and 
developing staff confidence. 
It was also useful in ensuring 

that there was an 
understanding that every 

child with autism has different 
needs and not all strategies 
are appropriate or useful.”

“SEND is a whole school 
priority and is lead from 
the top. School believes 
in inclusive education, 
high aspiration for all 

children and provision 
starts in the classroom 
with high quality first 

teaching. Adjustments 
and adaptations to meet 
pupil needs is expected 

practise.”

Whole school approach examples:

Confidence levels around transitions and information provided:

Project Analysis
Transitions
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Examples of what has been most beneficial in 
supporting transitions for Autistic CYP:

"The truth from parents, staff not just a nicely worded document."

Key strategies do and don’t work for the CYP.

Student passports which give details of triggers, 
strengths and strategies without having to ask 
CYP/parent/teacher for every detail constantly.

Time 

Educational Psychology reports

Increased visits with CYP to build rapport and trust

“Preferred communication methods”

Examples of what could improve the support 
in transitions of Autistic CYP:

More consistent approaches

1-1 opportunities for future LSA’s doesn’t happen 
enough

Earlier notification from LA of a CYP coming to 
setting

Increasing shared knowledge from all agencies 
involved with child

Sufficient preparation time

Lack of information about diagnosis or suspected 
diagnosis 

More EYS before entering school

Project Analysis
Transitions

Project Analysis
Inclusion

• 79% stated they strongly agreed or agreed to having 
appropriate strategies to manage inclusion for Autistic CYP.

• 70% stated they strongly agreed or agreed to being able 
to manage an Autistic CYP’s social inclusion issues with 
peers

• 77% stated they strongly agreed or agreed they could 
support neurotypical CYP to increase positive peer 
engagements

• 6% stated they disagreed to having appropriate strategies 
to manage inclusion for Autistic CYP.

• 10% stated they strongly disagreed or disagreed to being 
able to manage an Autistic CYP’s social inclusion issues 
with peers

• 7% stated they disagreed they could support neurotypical 
CYP to increase positive peer engagements
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Project Analysis
Inclusion

• 75% stated they were either very confident or confident 
in accessing strategies to manage an Autistic CYP’s 
inclusion into a setting.

• 61% stated they were either very confident or confident in 
supporting neurotypical CYP to understand Autism.

• 57% stated they were either very confident or confident 
in accessing additional support.

• 60% stated they were either very confident or confident 
in managing social inclusion and bullying issues Autistic 
CYP may face.

• 5% stated they were either very unconfident or unconfident 
in accessing strategies to manage an Autistic CYP’s inclusion 
into a setting.

• 9% stated they were either very unconfident or confident in 
supporting neurotypical CYP to understand Autism.

• 18% stated they were either very unconfident or unconfident 
in accessing additional support.

• 7% stated they were unconfident in managing social inclusion 
and bullying issues Autistic CYP may face.

• 5% stated they were either very unconfident or unconfident 
in accessing strategies to manage an Autistic CYP’s inclusion 
into a setting.

• 9% stated they were either very unconfident or confident in 
supporting neurotypical CYP to understand Autism.

• 18% stated they were either very unconfident or unconfident 
in accessing additional support.

• 7% stated they were unconfident in managing social inclusion 
and bullying issues Autistic CYP may face.

Project Analysis
Respondence about best inclusion approaches

Adult support

Elements such as 
more adults in the 

classroom and 
modelling social 

interactions

Environmental 
accommodations

Such as safe places, 
buddying, longer 

transitions

External agency 
support 

Such as Outreach, 
EP service C& I team

Interventions

Uses of zones of 
regulation, Lego 
therapy, nurture 
groups some of 

ideas put forward.

Links with 
parents/carers

Elements such as 
managing expectation 

and whole child 
approach and working 

with families as a 
team.

By far the most common was 
‘Understanding/awareness’ which 
appears to be built via a mixture 
of general equality and diversity 
whole-school approaches and 

more specific use of 
presentations/tutorials.  

Quite a few referred to supporting the 
young person themselves to share with 
their classmates about autism and what 

it means for them; this is a great 
example of how to support self-

advocacy skills.

Themes:

Overarching views
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Project Analysis
Quotes about best inclusion approaches

Inclusion
“Seeing each child as an 
individual and getting to 

know their interests/ strengths 
and weaknesses before 
deciding on how best to 

support them.”

“Realising each 
student has different 
requirements, it’s not 

one plan for all”

“Allowing the children 
with ASC who are 

able, to explain their 
struggles and needs in 

their own words to 
their peers”

“To explain to peers 
that brains are wired 

differently, so this 
impacts on the way 
they learn/interact”

“Talking directly to the class, 
(sometimes with the ASD child, if they 
would like to), to explain the needs of 

the new child. At this time, we also 
recap on the celebration of all of our 

differences. We share the visual of 
the child trying to look over a wall 

and ask how we could support 
them.. This could be emotionally, 

verbally or physically.”

Project Analysis
Awareness of services

60% of respondents stated they felt they knew where to go when struggling to meet a CYP’s need 
and 32% stated they sometimes knew.
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Most used 
services for 

EHCP 
learners

• SEN caseworkers (57%)
• SENCo/Internal specialist (40%)
• Therapies (34%)
• HIEPS (33%)

Most used 
services for 

SEN support 
learners

• PBS (59%)
• Other settings/professionals (40%)
• HIEPS (39%)
• Therapies (36%)

Most 
underused 

services

• IFT (77%)
• SfYC (63%)
• DCT (57%)
• Local community/voluntary orgs (51%)
• HIAS (50%)

Additional 
support 

accessed 
was from

• CAMHS
• Outreach
• Early help hub 
• Autism Education Trust
• ISSO’s
• Portage
• MHST
• Physiotherapists
• Variety of private therapies

Project Analysis
Awareness of services

• 38% of respondents stated they had no Autistic CYP on Reduced hours provision in their setting (9 out of 128 didn’t know).  

• Of those that did state they had a children on RHP, the average amount of Autistic CYP’s was 1.13

Project Analysis
Reduced hours provision

• 52% stated they strongly 
agreed or agreed in their 
awareness of how many 
RHP learners they should 
be supporting in their class.

• 24% stated they strongly 
agreed or agreed they felt 
able to appropriately 
support learners not in 
school.

• 38% stated they strongly 
agreed or agreed they 
have appropriate 
information about barriers 
and notice of return.

• 45% stated they strongly 
agreed or agreed they feel 
confident in support their 
return.

• 10% stated they strongly 
disagreed or disagreed in 
their awareness of how 
many RHP learners they 
should be supporting in 
their class.

• 21% stated they strongly 
disagreed or disagreed 
they felt able to 
appropriately support 
learners not in school.

• 11% stated they strongly 
disagreed or disagreed 
they have appropriate 
information about barriers 
and notice of return.

• 8.4% stated they strongly 
disagreed or disagreed 
they feel confident in 
support their return.

Stated the neither agreed not disagreed:

• 46% to first question.
• 52% to second
• 55% to third
• 38% to last
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Project Analysis
Quotes from respondents about the support received for those on reduced hours provision

• Had 12 support agencies or people sought for children on RHP.
• 11 people stated they had no additional support.
• 6 stated there was very little support.

SEN team
21%

Behavioural 
support team 

(PBS) 
9%

SENCO 
13%

Inclusion Team 
9%

EP team 
4%

ASD consultant 
(EXTERNAL) 

2%

SLT
15%

Family
17%

EY service 
4%

Private tutors 
2%

Portage 
2%

FSS 
2%

SUPPORT AGENCIES USED FOR CHILD ON RHP

Project Analysis
What would you like to see in Hampshire's Autism Strategy in relation to education? 

Training & 
Acceptance

Consistency

Parental 
support

Specialist 
support

Access to 
support

TransitionsResources

EHCP 
support

Clearer 
pathways

Funding

Multiagency 
approaches

Main themes
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Project Analysis
Autism strategy

Consistency
• More than one visit to gain better picture
• Consistent approach with practical solutions
• More consistent support offer
• Whole child approach
• Research informed practice
• Realistic expectations

Parental support
• Support for parents post diagnosis
• Clear accessible formats
• Training for wider family members
• Supportive parent training rather than parent 

blaming
• Support on how processes work/what teams do

Specialist support
• Support with and without EHCP
• Specialist advisory teachers in schools
• Specialist targeted support
• More specialist provisions
• Schools being listened to about ability to meet 

needs

Access to support
• More OT support
• Outside of school support for children
• More SALT support
• Sensory support/resources
• SENCO support - on their shoulders alone
• Support for autistic staff, as well as pupils.
• Quicker support - EYS especially

Training
• Specific AS qualification
• Solution circles for staff
• Key stage specific understanding
• RHP understanding
• School refusal training
• Calming techniques after and 

before melt downs.
• More training around unpicking 

ASC in girls.
• Training to NT children also
• MH training
• More free training
• AAC access
• Quality Interactive training like AET 

or Kieran Rose
• Attachment aware training
• Creating Autism friendly schools.

Project Analysis
Autism Strategy

Transitions
• Earlier liaison
• For EYS, better transition knowledge
• EHCP post 16 phase updated information 
• SEND tracking tool

Resources
• Joint voice of family/child/healthcare
• Better advertisement of services
• Approved support list/ verified resources
• Better analysis and response from the 

Inclusion team 

EHCP
• Quicker EHC process
• Support for those without EHCP
• Schools beng listened to

Funding
• Better capital pot use
• More funding 
• More targeted funding - EYS especially
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Project Analysis
Quotes from Autism Strategy in relation to education question

Project Analysis
Quotes from Autism Strategy in relation to education question

“Take away the 
compliance factor 

in education.  
Respect the 

differences and 
accommodations 

required.  

“More options 
for social 

communication 
support.”
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Project Analysis
Quotes from Autism Strategy in relation to education question

Confidence
• The majority of respondents had good confidence levels in identifying and supporting Autistic CYP. 
• Ways to improve confidence focused on having a whole school and multidisciplinary approach that includes children's voices, with regular and specific 

training sessions to build knowledge on ways to support pupils but also knowledge around the various pathways such EHCP process. There was also a 
desire to see more realistic funding for services and practical strategies.

Transitions
• The majority of respondents felt they had sufficient information about an Autistic CYP when they transitioned to different settings and they were able to 

engage with the CYP and their family.  
• A large proportion strongly agreed that they shared appropriate information when an Autistic CYP moves and will directly engage with the setting to 

share support needs.
• The main ways respondents felt this could be improved as a whole was honest and detailed information about key strategies that support that 

pupil/student.  It was also felt important to give sufficient preparation time for the teacher as much as the CYP.
Inclusion

• Over ¾ of respondents were confident  they had appropriate strategies in place to ensure inclusion for Autistic pupils and were able to support 
neurotypical children have positive peer engagement.

• Over ½ felt confident in accessing additional support where required and managing social inclusion including bullying.
• Ways felt inclusion could be improved were mainly  understanding/awareness and supporting self-advocacy skills for Autistic pupils/students.

Project Analysis
Summary

Sample note - within findings it should be noted the majority of responses were from primary and mainstreams and 
over ½ were SENCo’s or the SEN lead with most having 5-10 years experience so this may have influenced results.
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Awareness of services
•60% of respondents stated they felt they knew where to go when struggling to meet a CYP’s need and 32% stated they sometimes knew.
• There was mixed knowledge around knowing support services without a EHCP in place or what professionals outside of the SEN team that could 

provide support.
• The majority were aware of the process of requesting SEN support or an EHC assessment however confidence levels would suggest a deeper 

knowledge of this would be beneficial.
• The most used services for EHCP learners was SEN caseworkers, SENCo/Internal specialists
• In contrast the most used services for SEN support learners was the Primary Behavioural Service and other settings/professionals
• The most underused services were IFT, SfYC, DCT Local community/voluntary organisations and HIAS.

Reduced Hours Provision
• Only 38% of respondents had any children on RHP so noted this is a smaller sample
• The SEN team was the main place settings sought support with family and senior leaders next most used.
• Over a 1/3 of those that had a child on RHP stated they had no or very little support.

Improvements from the strategy
• Quality training to aid in building acceptance within settings 
• More consistency in approaches, processes and guidance
• Increased parental support in place
• Improved access to support especially specialist support and support around EHCP’s
• Improved transitions processes with age relevant information/guidance
• Clearer pathways for elements such as diagnosis, CAMHS and support referrals
• Improved funding to meet increasing demand with more targeted funding being utilised
• More multiagency approaches and increased transferable resources

Project Analysis
Summary

Thankyou to all that participated and 
analysed this survey


