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It isn’t easy for me to get new life birds in Maryland or Delaware. I have been actively birding in almost 

every corner of these states for over 40 years. I have also birded extensively in the Lower 48, so it is 

pretty difficult for me to get something I have never seen in my life here on the Delmarva. 

 

If I were an extreme lister, twitcher, chaser of birds, 2021 would have been a great year to empty the 

bank account and travel, but as luck would have it, I didn’t have to. The vagrants came to us instead. 

Sure, we didn’t get the Steller’s sea-eagle that has been traveling North America on vacation from its 

usual home in eastern Asia, but if we wait long enough in 2022, we still might get to see it here. I was, 

however, lucky enough to see three long-ranging vagrants from far-flung regions of the globe. 

 

The first were the three roseate spoonbills that made Bombay Hook 

National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) home for the better part of the summer. I 

got to see them in late-July with my partner, Tara, and my brother. They 

were lifers for all three of us. The usual range for spoonbills is far-

southern, coastal Florida and the Gulf coast of Texas. 

 

 

 

 

The next bird that I added to my list was tropical kingbird. This bird was 

found at Blackwater NWR and was present for much of the early winter 

though the holidays. Tara and I were able to see it in the refuge 

headquarters parking lot on a cold, windy day in November. Needless to 

say, tropical is not what I would have called the weather conditions. 

 

 

The last rarity of the year for me was also from the greatest distance. 

Late this winter a northern lapwing, a large shore bird from Europe, was 

found in a farm field in Queen Anne’s County not far from Centreville. 

This bird usually spends its winters in Portugal, so finding one on the 

Delmarva is unexpected to say the least. As of this writing, the lapwing 

was still being seen by birders from all over the east coast. 

 

 

As some saying surely goes, you rarely find something if you don’t look, so get out there and do some 

looking as you never know what you might find. 
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