
Carolina Sea Lavender – J. Parks 
ID”d using SEEK App. 

 

Sachem Butterfly – J. Parks 
ID’d using SEEK App. 

Bird Beat #68 
Not Just Birds 

 

 

As the regular reader may have gathered by now, I love me some birds. I really do. With the exception of chickens, 

which aren’t really birds anymore than cows are aurochs, I love them all… even cowbirds, grackles, house sparrows, 

and starlings. But to say that I only love birds is very far from the truth. 

 

As a youngster when I was just beginning my trek down Bird Lane and long before I turned onto the great Avian 

Interstate, I began to look at trees in a different way. As I read my way through the Golden Guide, I realized that 

knowing tree species would be helpful not only to understand which birds I might find at a given location but also as 

a way to help others find the bird I was seeing. It certainly is hard to find a pinyon jay if you don’t know what a 

pinyon pine is, but it is equally tough for a birder friend to locate the bird “on that branch in that tree with the green 

leaves”. Later in life a good friend of mine made another great point about trees, they don’t move around like birds, 

so it is easier to study them. I just wish he had told me that 

identifying an oak to species is like trying to separate the 

empidonax flycatchers. They all look the same, but oak trees don’t 

have a call note to help you separate them. Decades later I still 

have a lot to learn, but I surely get more out of my time in the 

woods than I did previously. 

 

When I was in college in Wisconsin and later when I lived in central 

Missouri, I was exposed to something not particularly prevalent on 

the Delmarva… wildflowers. Sure, we have a few here and there, 

but our woods are deer-browsed to the dirt and not as diverse in 

the understory as forests in western Maryland or the Mid-West. I 

remember the first time I saw a creek-bottom in full Virginia Bluebell bloom. I thought I had walked into a different 

world. When I went back just a few days later, the bluebells were done but the trout lily and spring beauties were 

starting to dot the ground with color. It seemed that every few days, weeks, or months brought a new whorl of color 

to the woods that I had never seen before. I was hooked.  

 

Then came the butterflies. It is hard to notice wildflowers in the woods, 

meadows, roadside ditches without also noticing the flitting bursts of color that 

float here and there from flower to flower. Really, how had I not seen these as 

plainly as I had seen the birds? Then I realized that butterflies had cousins. 

Moths! How had I not noticed them at the light by the back door every night 

from spring to fall. The only ones that I had seemed to notice were the ones 

that got in and circled the kitchen light when I left the door open too long. 

 

 

 

 



Great Blue Skimmer Dragonfly – J. Parks 
ID’d using SEEK App. 

Then I discovered dragonflies, damselflies, mushrooms, frogs, salamanders, 

frogs, toads, snakes, ferns… I think I need an App! And what do you know, 

there is an App for that… for all that. Really, all of that and more: iNaturalist 

and Seek are two great applications for your mobile device for general 

species identification. What took me years to notice, much less learn, is I 

can now identify most species I encounter with my phone and a bit of cell 

service. And, thanks to the good people who started the Maryland 

Biodiversity Project (https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/), I can see not 

only every species that has been documented in Maryland, but every 

species that has been documented in the county where I live or just 

traveled to. 

 

The digital world may have its uses after all… 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/

