
Illustrative Mathematics, in a recent case study,
focused on the implementation of its high school
curriculum in Des Moines Public Schools (DMPS) for
the 2022-2023 school year. While there are several
important lessons throughout the case study for both
leaders and practitioners, there are also a number of
stand-out themes echoing the use of Derivita.

DES MOINES PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Illustrative Mathematics' report states
“Instead of showing students how to solve a
problem, teachers must let students try it
first and then orchestrate a discussion
which leads to a clear conclusion. Students
who were accustomed to passively learning
were now expected to actively participate in
partner conversations and whole-class
discussions. They needed to share their
thinking even when their ideas were not yet
fully formulated. This was a major change,
and DMPS educators soon realized it was for
the better.”  

T H E  R E P O R T

Derivita’s SpotCheck is an outstanding
vehicle for orchestrating discussions within
Illustrative Mathematics lessons. By sharing
an item with the entire class with screen
projection and using a web URL so that the
item could be shared to the students’
devices, the in-class practice allows math
teachers to use students’ shared responses
to sort, select, and discuss problem-solving
as a class. Algebra 2 teachers in DMPS
successfully piloted this with the Derivita
platform. 

D E R I V I T A ' S  R O L E

When a high-quality curriculum is
paired with Derivita for in-class
discussion, formative assessments,
and additional practice, students'
comfort with and achievement in
mathematics grow significantly. 
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The report shares, “[M]any educators point to
student engagement - the ability of the
curriculum to get students who would otherwise
not be interested in math actively participating
- as a key way to measure success. [The
teacher] says he looks to see if ‘kids are willing
to do math and are willing to improve’." 

Students who unsuccessfully work out formative
assessment tasks through SpotCheck and the
Derivita platform are provided with in-depth,
personalized instruction. Students regularly
share with their teachers how helpful and
engaging they find this personalized instruction. 

T H E  R E S U L T S

Learn more:  www.derivita.com/k-12-math-courseware

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBTFsu4FNLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjYQHLVa3io
https://www.derivita.com/k-12-math-courseware

