The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 17, 2025
10:00 am, The Holy Eucharist, Rite II



Welcome to the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd!

Visitors Welcome! We're glad to have you worship with us. If you'd like to learn
more about this community of faith and our different ministries, fill out one of our
visitor cards (in the pews) and hand it to an usher.

Children & Youth A staffed nursery is available each Sunday from 8:30 - 11:30 am
and at other times as needed. The nursery is the closest Early Learning Center
classroom to the pool. It is the first room on the right after you go through the
gate. Infant through 4 years old.

Restrooms Exit through the courtyard and walk straight through the double glass
doors.

Stay Connected

Our Facebook page is “The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd - Jacksonville,
Florida” and we’re on Instagram as “goodshepherdjaxchurch.” Our website is
www.gsjax.church.

® Sign up for “This Week at Good Shepherd,” our weekly e-newsletter,
by using the QR code or by emailing welcome@gsjax.church.

Looking for another link?

Bulletin cover art by John Bunker, Good Shepherd parishioner.



OPENING VOLUNTARY Chorale #1 César Franck (1822—1890)
Peter DeWitt, Guest Organist

OPENING HYMN Holy God we praise thy Name  Grosser Gott  Hymn N2 366
(Verses 1-4 only.)

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
COLLECT FOR PURITY

Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA Glory to God Robert Powell (b. 1932) Hymnal S-280

(Hymn numbers preceded by an “S” are found in the front of the hymnal.)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.



Celebrant

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also
an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Reader: A reading from Jeremiah.

Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off! Who can hide in secret
places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says
the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, "l have dreamed, I have dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the prophets
ever turn back~ those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own
heart! They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell
one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who
has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully.
What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says
the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord. People  Thanks be to God.



PSALM 82

Celebrant and the People read responsively by half verse.

" God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:
*"How long will you judge unjustly, *
and show favor to the wicked?

’ Save the weak and the orphan; *
defend the humble and needy;

* Rescue the weak and the poor; *
deliver them from the power of the wicked.

> They do not know, neither do they understand;
they go about in darkness; *
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

® Now I say to you, 'You are gods, *
and all of you children of the Most High;

" Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
and fall like any prince."

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *

for you shall take all nations for your own.

THE EPISTLE: Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Reader: A reading from Hebrews.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell
after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.



And what more should I say! For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to
obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart
from us, be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding

its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Reader  The Word of the Lord. People  Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN  They cast their nets in Galilee Georgetown Hymn N2 661

Please stand.



THE GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "l came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
[ have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is
completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,

mother against daughter

and daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately
say, It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind
blowing, you say, " There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time!"

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON The Rev. Gee Alexander

Please stand.



THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Leader

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who
confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ
in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially for Dale,
Dean, Mike, Klara, Glenn, Doug, Evelyn, Richard, Patrick, Katrina, Ruthee, Don,
Kurtis, Cory, Jacob, Kathleen, Greg, Arleen, George, Pat, Habib, Jack, Peggy, Susan,
Vera, Pat, Pat, Sperry, Megan, Mona, Robin, Bobby, Paul, Jesse and Ed, Charlotte,
Patti, Skye, Missy, Constantine, Yevgeniya, Jennifer, Gail; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, remembering especially Sally, that
your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints
in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

CONCLUDING COLLECT

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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CONEFESSION OF SIN

Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY MUSIC from Chorale #3: César Franck (1822—1890)

54O

Scan the
QR code to

give online.

THE DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth Hymn N©@ 380 (vs. 3)

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A

Please stand as you are able.

The Celebrant says
The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

The Celebrant offers the proper preface which celebrates God’s action in the world for this
season.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
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SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy Lord ~ Robert Powell (b. 1932) Hymnal S-129

Celebrant and People sing

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

THE FRACTION

Celebrant and People say

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

You may either take communion by intinction (dipping the host into the chalice) or you may
drink from the common cup. Please let the priest know if you desire a gluten free wafer. If you
would prefer to receive a blessing rather than communion, please cross your arms over your
chest as an indication to the priest.

THE SENDING

(When lay eucharistic visitors are present)

Celebrant In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us
in the Communion of Christ's body and blood.

People We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.
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With this prayer we joyfully send our lay eucharistic visitors to take communion to people
who are not able to be with us today due to health or other infirmity.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

People and Celebrant

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
A blessing is offered and the people respond Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
If thou but trust in God to guide thee Wer nur den lieben Gott  Hymn N2 635

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
from Piece Heroique César Franck (1822—1890)
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Altar Flowers

Given to the glory of God & in loving memory of
Arthur D. Draper & Colton Jackson
by Elaine Draper.
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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

A Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Florida

Contact Us
The Rev. Elyse Gustafson, Priest Gina Olson, Parish Administrator
egustafson@gsjax.church golson@gsjax.church
The Rev. Gee Alexander, Priest for Pastoral Care Laura Ammons, Bookkeeper
galexander@gsjax.church lammons@gsjax.church
Donald McCullough, Organist & Choirmaster Kip & Ann Strasma, Pool Directors
dmccullough@gsjax.church pooldirector@gsjax.church
Clifford Parrish, Organist & Choirmaster Tristen Smith, Pool Assistant
parrishch4@gmail.com pool@gsjax.church

Shannon Dell, Children, Youth, & Families Director
sdell@gsjax.church

Leadership
Kate Medill, Sr. Warden at srwarden@gsjax.church.
Cookie Rogers & Keith Sands, Junior Wardens at jrwarden@gsjax.church
Keith Sands, Treasurer at treasurer@gsjax.church

Matt Wolfe, Chancellor

Vestry
Russ Collins, Laura Lane, Kate Medill, Cookie Rogers, Keith Sands,
Juan Vegega, Shannon White, Matt Wolfe, & John Zell.
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Weekly Calendar

Sunday, August 17" The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

11:20 am “Being With”: Session #8 (Prayer) in Parish Office
2:00 pm-6:00 pm  Private Event in Betsy Lovett Hall
Wednesday, August 20"

8:00 am Men’s Bible Study in Craig Lounge
5:30 pm Evening Prayer in Chapel

Thursday, August 21*

9:00 am Lay Weeders Workday in Courtyard
Saturday, August 23"

9:00 am Lay Weeders Workday in Parking Lot
Sunday, August 24™ The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am The Holy Eucharist, Rite I in Chapel
10:00 am The Holy Eucharist, Rite Il in Nave

For the full calendar, scan this QR code:

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
1100 Stockton Street

Jacksonville, Florida 32204
Parish office: (904) 387-5691
Email: welcome@gsjax.church
Church website: www.gsjax.church
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 am - 4 pm; Fri. 9 am- Noon
Pool office: (904) 387- 4298

Pool website: www.gsjaxpool.com
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