EAST BRENT PARISH COUNCIL
Jim Murray (Clerk) Hillcroft, Bristol Road, Brent Knoll Somerset TA9 4HL Tel: 07714 300981

Minutes of the meeting of East Brent Parish Council, held at the Village Hall on
Monday 2" February 2026, when the following business was transacted.

1 Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest and dispensations — Clirs present at
meeting: Clirs Bray, Carter, Chrisfield, D Dover, A Dover, Champion. In attendance the Clerk,
Unitary ClIr Filmer and 3 Parishioners

Apologies from: Unitary ClIir Grimes - Clirs A Gilling, Wall
There were no Clirs interests declared

2 Minutes of the last meeting— Monday 5™ January 2026 - these were agreed unanimously and
signed as a true record, then signed by the Chairman

3. Presentation by Axe/Brue Drainage Board — due to the severe flooding with the extreme rain, the
Drainage Board contacted the Clerk cancelling their visit, as all members of staff were on emergency
call out duties. Another date will be arranged as soon as possible

4. Planning - 24/25/00020 - Change of use of agricultural land to provide a yard for travelling show
people comprising a mixed storage and residential use including 6No. caravans for occupation
by travelling show people, and erection of stables for private use ancillary to Sunnydale
(Retrospective)

The Parish Council agreed unanimously to object to this application

5. Financial Matters

a) Clerks Salary January £467.32
b) Clerks PAYE January £142.10
c) Clerks expenses January £ 24.82
d) PGC Contracts — 7/9 + extra strimming at

Joseph’s Pound and hedge at Cemetery £915.60
e) Somerset Council — emptying dog loo bin at

Cemetery — Oct/Nov/Dec 25 £202.80
f)  Keith Hooper — installing concrete base bench

(Colin Loader) £500.00
g) Maxwells — payroll cost Oct/Nov/Dec £96.00

All invoices include VAT where applicable

The above invoices will be paid by the Clerk through the Parish Council’s Unity Trust online banking
facility — as agreed unanimously by the Clirs

Finance update Budget/Year to /date as at 31.01.2026

The Clerk informed the meeting that with two months of the financial year to run, that it had come in
under the budget. These extra small funds will be placed in the PC reserves

5. Ramblers Rights of Way East Brent — the Clerk had received an email enquiring if some old
numbered footpaths were still in use as per the latest OS Map. After checking the Somerset Council
footpath portal, it was identified that the footpaths in question no longer existed. The Clerk to reply to
the group



6. Old Bristol Road Inspectors Comments — the Chairman had looked at all the new files that had
been submitted onto the Somerset Council planning portal. He highlighted a concern that a date
from the Planning Inspectorate for work to begin had run out. CliIr Filmer stated that he would look
into what has happened and report back to the Clerk. The Council thanked CliIr Filmer.

7. Public Spaces Protection Order Consultation (Dog Control) — the PC had received a consultation
document re the review of Dog Control in public spaces. At present we have two enforcements in
place (Childs play areas at Orchard Close and East Brent Park). It was agreed that the Clerk to
investigate a couple of other areas, along with the enforcement to be possibly added. He will report
back at the March meeting

8. Cemetery Car Park ramp resurfacing — the Clerk had received 2 of 3 requested quotes from local
contractors. It was agreed to wait until the next meeting so that the missing quote would be given
more time

9. Local Community Network (LCN) — representative required — the LCN Link Officer had sent an
email to all the local Clerks, re the low turnout of Clirs to the meetings. To that extent, Clir Chrisfield
agreed to our representative for all future LCN meetings. The Clerk to update him on the file sent
asking about timings/formats etc.

11. Footbridge into East Brent Park — the Clerk had sent yet another email (December 29t) to
Somerset Council asking for a reply to all his emails. A reply had been received, which the Clerk
read out — “ unfortunately SC are still trying to figure out who owns the bridge” in the meantime, they
will place their new lock on the gate. The Clerk to make contact again, as information given to him,
clearly shows that SC own the bridge

12. Parish Maintenance quote — the Clerk had received a quote from Steve Chick re his work to cut the
playing field and the grassed areas at Orchard Close. The Clerk informed the meeting that his
quotes had only increased by £95 year on year. It was agreed to ask him to continue for this year.

MATTERS OF REPORT

ClIr Carter - informed the meeting that the new Vicar Rev Robyn Golden-Hann will be formally
licensed in the Parish of Three Saints on March 30t 2026.

Clir Filmer - stated that Somerset Council has been ranked among the top 30 authorities for road
condition and maintenance. The new budget for Somerset Council has been delayed until a decision
from Government on whether can impose an 11% increase in Council Tax.

Clerk — had received an email asking about a renewal of rent of the field above the Cemetery. A
contract for the next 3 years would be drawn up. This was agreed unanimously that the rent would
stay the same for that period.

The ongoing communication with Somerset Council’s Park & Open Spaces re the East Brent Park
was discussed, and as of today’s date still waiting for a reply from 8" January 2026

Chairman — asked the Clerk to chase, yet again, the Bridges Department at Somerset Council re the
state of the bridge at White House Lane. The last request made by the Clerk was 2" December
2025

The meeting closed at 7.55 pm

Date of next Parish Meeting to be held in the Village Hall -

Monday 2" MARCH 2026 starting at 7.00 pm
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