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Fairness 4 Santa Barbara County 

Hope. Alerts. Response. 

 

 

Why Santa Barbara? Why Now? 

Santa Barbara has always been a place where the world looks for inspiration. 

 

• In 1969, when an oil spill blackened our coast, we rose up and created the modern 

environmental movement. 

• In 2017 and 2018, when fires and floods struck, we came together as neighbors and 

survivors. 

• Today, we face a new choice: do we wait for the next disaster, or do we build something 

stronger — together? 

 

Fairness 4 is about giving our people, our businesses, and our environment a fair chance at a 

safe, thriving future. 

 

And it begins here, in Santa Barbara County. 

 

 

What is Fairness 4? 

Fairness 4 is a new community framework built on three simple but powerful pillars: 

 

Fairness 4 Hope 

• Hope is where everything begins. 

• Just like Sylvia Earle’s “Hope Spots” in the ocean, we propose Santa Barbara County as 

the world’s first Fairness 4 Hope Spot — on both land and sea. 

• A place where truth still matters, where we protect what we love, and where the future 

can still be fair. 

Fairness 4 Being Alerted 

• Alerts are about trust and survival. 

• When a fire spreads, when rain turns to flood, when State Street closes and we clog the 

heart of our city — alerts matter. 

• Fairness 4 proposes a stronger, citizen-driven alert system that builds on Alert 

California and brings timely, accurate information to every household. 
• Being alerted is the difference between danger and safety. 
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Fairness 4 Our Response 

• Hope alone is not enough. Response is action. 

• Santa Barbara’s past disasters have shown us where response worked — and where it 

failed. 

• Fairness 4 Response means clear coordination, accountability, and community-based 

action so that no one is left behind. 

 

 

What This Means for You 

• For Families: Trusted alerts to protect your loved ones. 

• For Businesses: Smarter systems that keep Santa Barbara thriving. 

• For Students & Youth: A model of resilience and fairness you can carry forward. 

• For All of Us: Pride in making Santa Barbara the first place in the world to show what 

true fairness looks like. 

 

 

Our Vision 

Imagine this: 

 
• A Santa Barbara where every resident is alerted in time. 

• A Santa Barbara where responses are swift, coordinated, and transparent. 

• A Santa Barbara that once again inspires the world — just like we did in 1969, when 

Earth Day began here. 

 

This is our chance to build a new kind of fairness — for our streets, our seas, and our future. 

 

 

Proposed Actions 

1. Fairness 4 Hope 

• Declare Santa Barbara County the first Fairness 4 Hope Spot. 

• Partner with UCSB, Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary, and community 

organizations. 
• Build education and storytelling initiatives to engage citizens. 
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2. Fairness 4 Being Alerted 

• Conduct an audit of the county’s current alert systems. 

• Integrate with Alert California and expand with citizen-based sensor networks. 

• Launch a pilot program to monitor: 

o Traffic congestion and State Street vitality. 

o Disaster risks (wildfires, floods, storms). 

o Environmental health indicators (coastal water quality, air quality). 

3. Fairness 4 Our Response 

• Create a unified response coalition that includes fire departments, law enforcement, 

county agencies, and community leaders. 
• Establish benchmarks for response times, coordination, and recovery outcomes. 

• Leverage UCSB research capacity and local nonprofits to evaluate performance and 

publish results. 

 

 

Funding & Resources 

Fairness 4 will seek a public-private partnership model: 

 
• County of Santa Barbara: policy adoption, integration, oversight. 

• State of California: disaster resilience and climate funding streams. 

• Federal Grants: FEMA, NOAA, DOE resilience programs. 

• Private Sector & Philanthropy: partnerships with tech companies, foundations, and 

local businesses. 

• Concerned Citizens: The heart of Fairness 4. Every program begins and succeeds with 

engaged, informed, and empowered community members. 

 

 

Call to Action 

Step in. Speak up. Join the Fairness 4 movement. 

Let’s show the world that fairness isn’t just a dream — it’s real, it scales, and it spreads. 

 

Together, we can make Santa Barbara the world’s first Fairness 4 Hope Spot — and prove that 

fairness changes everything. 
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Learn more, share your ideas, and stand with us at: 
https://www.fairness4.com/contact 
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