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THE CELEBRATION OF THE GOOD NEWS
December 14, 2025
8:30 AM/11:00 AM

PRELUDE O Come All Ye Faithful

MacDonald

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Paul
INTROIT Ring Out Merry Bells Rentz

Jinglebellists

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 8:30 Gebrosky Family
11:00 Hudak Family

*OPENING HYMN #107 “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Wesley Weir(8:30)/Lucy Daller(11)
Disruptive God, you revel in reversing human orders. Inspire us to sing
with teenage Mary of tyrants toppled, and the last made first. Ignite our
hearts until we truly understand what this means. Embolden us to risk
everything for the chance to serve as midwives to your new creation, so
that, with Mary, our spirits will rejoice in God our Savior—Jesus Christ
her son—and magnify Christ’s love in all we do. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Wesley Weir(8:30)/Lucy Daller(11)
*GLORIA “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” Refrain of #113
CELEBRATION WITH CHILDREN Rev. Lori Bass-Riley
SMALL TALK “Jesus Loves Me” # 188
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Webster
OFFERING OF SELF AND SUBSTANCE Rev. Webster
Offertory Celebrating the First Noel Conely

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD THROUGH MUSIC



*Please stand if you are able

THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM

A Journey to the Newborn King arranged and composed by Lloyd Larson
Lyrics to "The Road to Bethlehem" by Lloyd Larson

The Road to Bethlehem

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains.
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Take the road to Bethlehem; Christ is born in Bethlehem.

In a manger stall is the Lord of all. Take the road to Bethlehem.
Take the road to Bethlehem; Christ is born in Bethlehem.
"Jesus is the King!" earth and heaven sing. Take the road to Bethlehem.
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Christ is born in Bethlehem!

A Highway for Our God

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord.

Make straight in the desert a highway, a highway for our God.

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord.

Make straight a highway for the coming King.

Ev'ry valley shall be lifted up. Ev'ry mountain and hill made low.

And the crooked paths shall be made straight and the rough places plain.
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. And the people shall see it
together.

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord.

Make straight in the desert a highway, a highway for our God.

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord.

Make straight the highway for our God, the coming King.

Come, Messiah!
O come, Divine Messiah, the world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph, and sorrows flee away.




O come, Desire of nations, whom priest and prophet long foretold,
And break the chains that bind us, redeem Your long-lost fold.
Come, Messiah! Dispel our night with the dawn of grace.

Come, Messiah! We long to see your face.

Come, Messiah, come!

O come, dear Child of promise, for lowly shall Your cradle be,
Though clothed in human likeness, we shall the Godhead see!
Come, Messiah! Dispel our night with the dawn of grace.

Come, Messiah! We long to see your face.

O Come, Messiah, come! Come Messiah, come!

Holy Child of Bethlehem

How long the road to Bethlehem for Mary, the mother mild;
And Joseph, righteous man of God, earthly father of this Child.
So faithfully they made their way for God had chosen them
To be the parents of the King, the Child of Bethlehem.
Bethlehem, Bethlehem! The Child of Bethlehem.

Bethlehem, Bethlehem! The Child of Bethlehem.

How long the road to Bethlehem for all who seek God's will;
For those who long to find the Christ, for all who journey still.
So faithfully they travel on for God has promised them

That heaven's gift, this holy Child, is found in Bethlehem.
Bethlehem, Bethlehem! The Child of Bethlehem.

Bethlehem, Bethlehem! Holy Child of Bethlehem.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.

Holy Child of Bethlehem.

Shepherds in the Field

There were shepherds in the field one night near Bethlehem, near
Bethlehem,

When suddenly the sky shone bright near Bethlehem of Judea.

An angel of the Lord appeared near Bethlehem, near Bethlehem,

And said to them, "You need not fear." Near Bethlehem of Judea.
"For unto you is born this night in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem,

A Savior; He is Christ the Lord, in Bethlehem of Judea."

Then suddenly the sky was bright as angels glowed with heav'nly light.
Gloria! Sing gloria! For Christ is born this holy night!




Songs of great joy, songs of great mirth, songs of our merciful King's birth.
There were shepherds in the field one night near Bethlehem of Judea.
And this shall be a sign to you in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem.

You will find the child in a manger bed in Bethlehem of Judea. The
shepherds journeyed to the town of Bethlehem, to Bethlehem, And there
they found the newborn King in Bethlehem of Judea.

So let us all rejoice and sing for Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Rejoice and sing for Christ is born in Bethlehem of Judea!

Shepherds' Cradle Song

Sleep well, dear lovely heav'nly Babe; sleep well Thou holy Child,
While angels keep their watch by night in stable meek and mild.
We humble shepherds sing to Thee a lullaby so tenderly.

"Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, holy Child of heaven sleep."

Sleep well, O Gift of God's own heart; sleep well as night turns to morn.
Let all creation join in praise, for Christ the Savior is born!

With grateful hearts we sing to Thee a lullaby on bended knee.
"Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, holy Child of heaven sleep."

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

"Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, holy Child of heaven, sleep"

The Journey
Where is He, O where is He? His star blazes in the night;

As we trace the changing skies, He is hiding from our sight.

Can you tell us where He lies? We would worship Him tonight,

And will journey 'til we find, and our search is turned to sight.

Your guiding light shows us the way; we see your Morning Star ascend!
To you, dear Christ, all searchers come, in You our journey finds its end.
The star beams its golden ray over sleepy Bethlehem,

Where with joy we find the Child, and with gifts we worship Him.

While we thought we came to You in a little starlit place,

It was You who came to us, Christ, the glory of God's face.

Christ Is Born in Bethlehem

He is born, the divine Christ Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild.

Through long ages of our past, prophets have foretold His coming;
Through long ages of the past, now the time has come at last!

He is born, the divine Christ Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!




He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild.
Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a Child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us Thy heav'nly peace.

Take the road to Bethlehem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hear the angels sing, earth and heaven ring.
"Christ is born in Bethlehem." Take the road to Bethlehem.

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Christ is born in Bethlehem!

*BENEDICTION Rev. Paul
*CLOSING RESPONSE

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; Come,
adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Gloria in

excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

*POSTLUDE Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella Harris

Special thanks to The Sanctuary Choir, Seasonal Singers, Narrators, Actors
and Instrumentalists for sharing their talents with us this morning.



Choir

Lyn Bank

Stan Billings
Sue Billings
Kimberly Burch
Debbie Carlson
Cynthia Goff
Mitch Jarosz
Doris Lohr
Evelyn Makosey
Stephanie Makosey
Jon Moerdyk
Lois Nesbitt
Roger Schneider
Jeanne Streeter
Denny Wilson

Seasonal Singers
Kate Dawson

Aila Kase

Karen Kase

Kathy Leavy

James Lee

Kathie Lukitsch
Stephanie Mihleder
Kate Moerdyk
Amanda Neely
Judy Oates

Kevin Pokrzywinski

CANTATA PARTICIPANTS ‘25

Heather Rusiewicz
Vicki Schneider
Heidi Scriven

Jim Scriven

Diana Sterniak
Kevin Tomer
Valerie Wilson

Narrators
Alyssa Kemerer
Lane Paul

Actors

Miles Johnson, Shepherd

Connor Stewart, Shepherd
Adelaide Hand, Mary (8:30)
Violet Oster, Mary (11:00 am)
Richard Hudak, Joseph (11:00 am)

Instruments

Brendon Rusiewicz, percussion
Declan Rusiewicz, percussion
Kloe Jarosz, flute

Evelyn Makosey, trumpet
Roger Schneider, euphonium
Matt Klumpp, piano

Director

Bettie Jarosz



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS: Given by Susan Keaney “In honor and celebration of Connor’s 2nd
birthday. Praise be to God!”

JINGLE BELLS IN ADVENT Children who would like to jingle today, please come
up to the first pew on the left for instructions before the worship service begins
at approximately 10:55 am. Children will return to their families after they
finish their Jingling with the choir on the Introit.

HAITI ALTERNATIVE GIFTS PROGRAM CONTINUES: This year we want to
remember our mission partners at the New Testament Mission and schools in
LaCroix, Haiti. Donations made to Haiti Alternative Gifts this year will be used to
provide much-needed hunger relief. This morning, and December 21, Santa’s
elves will be in the narthex or outside Fellowship Hall where they can help you
purchase your gift of food for Haiti. In turn, you will receive a card to send to
someone announcing that you have purchased food in their name. Alternatively,
during the week, there is a table in the hallway near the office where you could
purchase your gift. Thanks for your generous support of this worthy program.

THE LONGEST NIGHT: The Longest Night Service of Healing and Wholeness will
take place tomorrow, Monday, December 15, at 7pm in the sanctuary. Itis
called the “Longest Night” service because of its proximity to the winter solstice,
when we experience our shortest time of daylight and longest time of darkness
— a darkness that, for many, can seem as spiritual and emotional as it is physical.
For this reason, many churches claim this day as a reminder not just to
recognize peoples’ pain, but also to celebrate the healing grace of Jesus Christ,
whose birth we await. This will be a time of quiet music, prayer, and reflection
designed to help us acknowledge our pain and remember Christ’s love. The
service will include communion and will last about an hour. If you would like to
know more, or have any questions, please call or e-mail Travis (724-327-0061,
travis.webster@comcast.net). And, if you know someone who is sad, hurting,
or simply would like some time of quiet and peace, please invite them to come!

CLUB 45 DECEMBER 17th 6pm-8pm For kids in 4th and 5th grade! December 17
Christmas Party! Play crazy Christmas games and make Christmas cards for our
church family. Make sure your child is registered! S5/donation for dinner.
https://onrealm.org/NewlonsburgPres/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=M
WU4MzQwNijltY2NiNiOOYTU2LTk3ZTItYiM1MzAXxMTI4NGY3
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING: This beloved NPC tradition reminds us of the reason for
the season as we share the joy of Christmas with friends unable to get out
during the holidays and those who need some extra joy. We'll meet up at 3pm
on Saturday, December 20th in the Fellowship Hall and divide into groups to
deliver cookies, sing carols, then meet up at the home of the Babich family for
pizza and other goodies. Friends and family are welcome! Please sign up on the
sign-up sheets or through Realm.
PS: We need cookie bakers! Can you share 3 dozen cookies to delight those
we sing to? We'll use leftovers from the cookie walk but we always need
more. Cookies can be dropped off in the church kitchen before Wednesday,
12/17 @ 6pm when our youth will help our Care of Members Committee
assemble these special deliveries.

JESUS BIRTHDAY PARTY! December 21 9:45 Sunday School will be in the ARC
for fun as we have a birthday party for Jesus! There will be cake, songs, birthday
games, and more as we celebrate Jesus' birth!

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING, CHRISTMAS EVE, 2025: Since the 1930’s,
Presbyterians have given to the Christmas Joy Offering, of which half is given to
the Presbyterian Board of Pensions and half to Presbyterian-affiliated Racial
Ethnic Ministries. The Christmas Joy Offering recognizes the faithfulness of
current and retired church workers through its gifts to the Assistance Program,
which in turn helps these individuals and families through difficult times by
providing shared, emergency, and other types of grants. The Board of Pensions
assistance program also provides emergency assistance grants and nursing
home care assistance as needed for individuals and families that have served
the church in mission around the world.

The other half of your gifts helps students at the racial ethnic schools and
colleges find their calling by providing scholarships to deserving students, as
well as help with basic operating costs. The Christmas Joy Offering supports the
following schools this year: Menaul School, a private Christian high school in
Albuquerque NM (www.menaulschool.org); Presbyterian Pan American School,
a Christian college preparatory school in Kingsville, TX (www.ppas.org); and
Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, AL (www.stillman.edu). Our gifts allow these
schools and colleges to evolve their ministries in response to changing needs




and circumstances. Please see this morning’s bulletin insert for more
information. Our usual options are available to make your contribution: by
check, online at our website or by text. Give by check: Checks can be
made out to “Newlonsburg Presbyterian Church” and mailed to 4600 Old
William Penn Highway, Murrysville, PA 15668 or placed in the offering
plate. Please include your envelope number and “Christmas Joy” on the
memo line. Give online: https://onrealm.org/NewlonsburgPres/-
[form/give/now or click the Give button on the website. You can select
“Christmas Joy Offering” or multiple funds when making your donation. Give
by Text: Text NEWLONSBURG to 73256. You will receive a giving link and
can then select a specific fund for your donation.

NEW YEAR’S POTLUCK BRUNCH: Come and enjoy fellowship with your NPC
family at our annual simple, continental-style New Year’s Potluck Brunch on
Sunday, January 4th, 2026. We will meet in Fellowship Hall between worship
services. Bring some fruit or breakfast pastries to share!

Thanks in advance to our New Year’s Brunch Hospitality Chairs (Dodie Hagan &
Judy Oates) and Team Members: Ken & Beth Ann Bobish, Amanda Bobish,
Michael & Barbara Carroll, Todd Caughey, Ben Caughey, Ron & Caren
Donaldson, Beverly Evans, Mitch & Bettie Jarosz, Susan Keaney, Bill & Kathy
Lukitsch, Tom & Billie Moser, Anne Nevin, Michael & Rachel Oates, Amelia
Oates, Lucas Oates, Jill Oster, Janice Rehwald, John & Diane Schaupp, Scott &
Beth Sherman, Dave & Betty Trout, Debbie Wallisch, and Christy Weir.

FUTURE EVENTS: Save the dates for these other
events so you don’t miss out on the fun.

® Hoss’s Lunch: Sunday, 2/1/26 immediately
following the second service

® Puzzles & Pizza Night on Wednesday,
2/25/26 @ 6pm

® Hoss's Lunch on Sunday, 3/8/26 after the
11lam service

e Export Moose Fish Fry on Friday, 3/20/26 at
5:30pm

e Easter Brunch Potluck on Sunday, 4/5/26 between services

e River City Brass Band "Les Mis N'At" on Saturday, 4/11/26 at 7:30pm at
The Palace Theatre (preceded by dinner at 5:30pm location TBD)

e Senior Celebration on Sunday, 4/26/26 after the 11am service
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FAMILY PLAYDATE SATURDAY JAN. 10 10:30AM-12PM Get out of the cold and
run off some energy! Bring friends and neighbors! Join us for open gym, a few
silly family games, arts and crafts, and snacks! Sign up so we have enough
supplies!
https://lonrealm.org/NewlonsburgPres/PublicReqistrations/Event?linkString
=NzNINWFIMGYtYTVmMCO0YZzNILWEKMmUtY]M5NTAXN]V]Y2Vh

CHILD WORSHIP LEADERSHIP! We want our children to know that they are an
important part of our community! We love that our children can begin
developing leadership skills at an early age! We are looking for child
acolytes(people who light the worship candles) and liturgists (people who read
in worship)! Acolytes should be at least 4 and liturgists need to be very good
readers and be willing to practice previous to their participation. Sign them up
for a date that works for you!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10CO0F44AEA82CA2F8CF8-59246032-
children

"O GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD; FOR HIS STEADFAST LOVE
ENDURES FOREVER” Psalm 136: Thankful Thoughts. Please consider sharing
one or many (there is no limit) of your favorite things (big or small, specific or
general) about Newlonsburg (from chocolate sprinkle donuts during the early
service to the Cantata). Where have you seen and felt God’s presence? You can
sign your name or submit anonymously (these will be shared in a section of the
website and a physical display at NPC. What about NPC makes you feel blessed?
Your “thankful thoughts” can be returned with your stewardship commitment
card or dropped in a box in the Narthex.

EMERGENCY MEALS AVAILABLE: If you or someone in our church family is
facing a short-term challenge that makes it hard to prepare meals, we'd love to
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help. Emergency meals are available for anyone in need. Please reach out to
Pastor Travis, Pastor Curtis, or Carol Byers (412-841-5508) to let us know how
we cah support you.

YEAR END GIVING: As we approach the end of the year, let's remember the
importance of giving to NPC. Your generosity supports the upkeep of our place of
worship, children and family programs and the outreach initiatives that help
those in need within our community. As of November 30th, our Common Good
expenses exceed giving by $28,000. Every gift, no matter the size, makes a
difference. Let's come together and give with a joyful heart, knowing that our
collective efforts can bring about positive change and spread God's love. The last
day of 2025 giving is Sunday December 28th. Thank you for your continued
support and faithfulness.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE: If you forgot to make your 2026 commitment, there is still
time. Thank you to the 100 families and individuals that have made their 2026
commitment. As of December 9th, these families and individuals have pledged
$416,013. Last year there were 115 pledges totaling $473,034. You can (1)
return a commitment card by mail, with your offering, or to the church office,
(2) Email: You can email your commitment to giving@newlonsburgchurch.org,
or (3) Online: www.newlonsburgchurch.org/give. Thank you for your continued
support and faithfulness.

2026 GIVING ENVELOPES: The giving envelopes for 2026 will be put in the hall
on the table near the office on Friday. October 31st. Please pick them up at
your earliest convenience and let Ginny Rygg (412-491-7937) know if you no
longer need envelopes. As always, thank you for your continued generosity.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY: Thank you to all those who give in gratitude for what
God has given to us. As of the end of November 2025:

COMMON GOOD

November- YTD - Common YTD Spending- YTD Budget-
Common Good Good Giving Common Good | Common Good
Giving

S 55,040 $544,008 $572,001 $ 614,750

Common Good giving includes offerings, short term investment interest and
facility usage.
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SPECIAL GIFTS

November-Special YTD — Special Gift YTD Spending-
Gifts Giving Special Gifts

$7,571 $254,804 $223,129

Special gifts include Haiti Kids support, Hunger Offerings, Youth Fund-Raising,
Legacy Endowment Fund Gifts, 2025 Property Improvements, Reserve Account
Giving, Memorial Gifts, and others.

JOIN REALM: NPC continues to roll out Realm as a new church management
system. This system provides better donation tracking and accounting programs
while giving NPC expanded management capabilities and resources for events,
volunteer scheduling, small groups, etc., (and it is a cost savings to NPC!) Realm
Logins : Everyone should have received an email invitation from Realm to join
Realm. You can use the link in the email to sign into the system and create a
password. This will give you access to your profile’s basic information and your
giving information.

If you did not receive an email (perhaps it went to spam, your email wasn’t in
the church system, etc.), you can request a Realm login
https://onrealm.org/NewlonsburgPres/Account/Start

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please have all articles for the bulletin to the church office
no later than Wednesday at noon.

THIS WEEK AT NPC
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Sunday December 14 8:30 AM Worship — Sanctuary
11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary
Monday December 15 2-9:30 PM 208 - Sanctuary

3:30 PM- 8:00 PM

Music Academy- Room 101

4:00 PM- 6:30 PM

Music Academy- Room 102/103

4:30-7:30 PM

Music Academy —Rooms 202/203

5:00 PM- 8:30 PM

Music Academy- Room 201

7:30 PM- 8:30 PM

Music Academy- Sanctuary

5:30-6:30 Advent Study - Gathering Place
6:30-8:30 PM Boy Scouts — Rooms 104, 106, ARC
7:00 PM Longest Night Service - Sanctuary
Tuesday December 16 8:30-9:30 AM Men’s Breakfast — Dicks Diner
11:00 AM Leadership Programming
1:00 - 3:00 Crochet Group - Gathering Place
1:15PM Leadership Meeting — Offsite
2:00-3:30 PM Rehearsal — Sanctuary
3:00-4:45PM RAM - Arc
2:30 PM- 3:30 PM Music Academy- 208
3:00 PM Music Academy —Rooms 101, 102, 103, 201,

Nursery

3:30 PM- 7:30 PM

Music Academy- 202/203

7:00-9:00 PM Session - Gathering Place
7:00 -9:00 PM NA —Common Ground
Wednesday December 17 8:30 AM Women’s Breakfast
10:15 AM - 12:15 Along the Way Church History Class - Gathering
PM Place
3:00 PM Music Academy —Rooms 101- 103, 201, 208,
Nursery
6:00 - 8:00 PM Club 45 & Youth Group - Fellowship
Hall/Common Ground
6:00 - 8:00 PM Girl Scouts - Room 204
7:00-9:00 PM Stephen Ministry - Gathering Place
Thursday December 18 10:00 AM - 8:00 Music Academy
PM
3:00 - 4:45 PM Ram - Arc
4:30-7:00 PM Mintec - Arc/Common Ground
5:30-6:15PM Beginning Bells - Choir Room
6:00 - 7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall
6:15-7:15PM Bell Choir - Choir Room
7:30-8:30 PM Choir Practice - Choir Room

8:30 PM-9:30 PM

Music Academy- Sanctuary

Friday December 19

9:00 AM -2:00 PM

Quilters - Fellowship Hall

4:00-5:30PM Music Academy - 101/102
Saturday December 20 8:30- 9:30 AM Newlonsburg Music Academy — 205
11-1:00 PM AA — Common Ground
Sunday December 21 8:30 AM Worship - Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary




NEWLONSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM
The Rev. Curtis Lane Paul ll, Pastor
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The Rev. Lori Bass-Riley, Director of Children and Family Ministries
Joshua Kenst, Youth Director
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Beth Ehrlich, Chair, 25 Robin Pokrzywinski, Chair, 27
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