MINUTES OF THE FORTY FOURTH
 ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF CLARK RURAL WATER SYSTEM, INC.

MARCH 24, 2026
     The Forty Fourth Annual Meeting of the Members of the Clark Rural Water System, Inc. was held at the Clark American Legion, Clark, South Dakota, at 12:30 P.M. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, pursuant to due action taken by the Board of Directors of the Corporation wherein the date, time and place of said Annual Meeting was selected by said Board of Directors.   

     Present at the meeting were 68 people.  President Steve Arnesen called the meeting to order.
     President Arnesen introduced the CRWS staff and Board of Directors as well as special guest Jeremiah Corbin SDARWS executive director, Loyd Poppen SDARWS President, and Stephanie Sauder SD State Senator.  Jeremiah presented Director Darrell Seefeldt with his achievement award for 45 years of service, Manager Terry Kaufman’s achievement award for his 25 years of service and Greg Marx his achievement award for his 10 years of service. Senator Sauder spoke briefly about the importance of Rural water and thanked the board and the employees for their great work.

    Secretary Seefeldt presented proof of the giving of due notice of the Annual Meeting of the Corporation in the form of an “Affidavit of Mailing” showing due mailing of the “Notice of Annual Meeting of Members” to each of the members of the Corporation as shown upon the records of the Corporation, at their respective post office addresses, as required in the By-Laws of the Corporation.  
     A motion to approve March 18, 2025, minutes was made by Karen Davis and seconded by Jim Kopriva.  The motion was unanimously passed and carried with all members present voting in favor.

     Manager Kaufman spoke to the membership regarding accomplishments over the past year as well as plans for the coming year. One of the major issues that we have been dealing with is the low-pressure area by Garden City. We can resolve this issue by adding one mile of 3” pipe from US HWY 212 to 172nd St.   The board approved the 1-mile extension project to help resolve this issue at their March 19th Board Meeting.  He also spoke of a project that would help maintain Henry’s tower in the warmer months when higher quantities of water are being used.   
      Director McHenry declared open, the vacancies of three Director positions currently held by Michele Birkholtz, Myron Hanson, and Mark Meland.  All vacancies are for a three-year term.  Director McHenry explained that Birkholtz, Hanson, and Meland are all seeking re-election. 

      Director McHenry declared open, the position currently held by Michele Birkholtz, Myron Hanson, and Mark Meland and expressed that the nominating committee, consisting of all other Directors that are not up for reelection, have made a motion to re-elect Birkholtz, Hanson, and Meland to this three-year term. Director McHenry asked three times for additional nominations from the floor.  There being none, Ralph Hurlbert made a motion that nominations cease and that a unanimous ballot be cast electing Michele Birkholtz, Myron Hanson, and Mark Meland each to a three-year term. Ken Davis seconded the motion and upon voice vote, all members voted in favor.
    President Arnesen called for a re-organizational meeting of the Directors following the distribution of door prizes and adjournment.

     The names of Curtis Lamb, Ken David, Larry Bergh, and Ralph Hurlbert were drawn for our door prizes. The names of Joslyn Reeves, Lyle Tschakert, Jack Kays, and Rod Steiger were drawn for our $35 Water Credit.  

     There being no further business to come before the Board, Russ Hurlbert made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Anita Voss seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned.
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