
The Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate Challenge is a commercial
competition for beef producers which assesses cattle
performance through the grainfed, MSA graded, domestic
supply chain in Western Australia. Beef producers from all
around Western Australia entered a team of three owner-bred
cattle, one heifer and two steers, that they felt were good
representatives of their breeding program. 

The challenge aims to reflect as closely as possible the real l ife
situation of cattle entering the grainfed, MSA graded, domestic
supply chain and reward those animals that not only meet
requirements for carcase quality but are also profitable at each
stage.

Cattle breeders receive detailed feedback throughout the
challenge, so are able to compare the performance of their own
cattle against other breeds and crosses on a level playing field,
while assessing the suitability of their cattle for the intended
market. Cattle receive points for objective, measurable
performance traits which are important for profitability at each
stage of the supply chain.

During the 2022 challenge, 142 cattle completed the trial, which
included 20 crossbred representatives for the Limousin breed.
All other major breeds were also represented. This year John
and Rodney Galati of the John Galati Family Trust came 4th
overall with their team of Limousin x Angus scoring 229.143 from
a maximum of 375.00. This team also came 2nd in the Team with
the Best Processor Performance. The Galati ’s have had a
number of successes in this challenge over the years with their
crossbred Limousin cattle, including being overall winners of
the inaugural Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate Challenge. The official
results of the 2022 Gate 2 Plate Challenge can be found here.

A breed comparison analysis of all the data from the
competition determined that Limousin clearly had the highest
average dressing percentage of all breeds at 52.93%. In this
analysis, Limousin came 4th for both the average number of
feedlot points awarded and in the average feedlot profit per
head out of the major breeds entered. Overall for the major
breeds, Limousin came 4th, tipping Angus who came 5th. 
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https://gate2platechallenge.com.au/
https://gate2platechallenge.com.au/results_year/2022/


The table below shows the average key commercial results across the major breeds entered in the 2022
Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate Challenge. Note the data shown excludes minor breeds entered with fewer than
6 entrants, and any entrants who did not complete the challenge due to various reasons. It is important to
note that this challenge did not measure the exact feed intake, therefore feed efficiency, of the cattle
entered. This will hopefully happen in the future.

The Gate 2 Plate Challenge is a wonderful example of a highly relevant commercial competition for cattle
breeders to assess and benchmark the performance of their cattle through the supply chain, evaluating
whether their breeding objectives are aligned with the requirements of the domestic grainfed market.
Entries are now open for the 2023 Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate Challenge and interested Limousin breeders
are encouraged to enter. Similar initiatives from across Australia should also be sought out and supported,
particularly those that also accurately capture and measure feed efficiency data.

Table: The average key commercial results across the major breeds entered in the 2022 Harvey Beef
Gate 2 Plate Challenge (Source: Gate 2 Plate Challenge)

https://gate2platechallenge.com.au/challenge-entry-form/

