


Pastor’s Pen Mass Intentions
Mon. 8/24 No Mass
“YOU ARE THE CHRIST” ... “YOU ARE PETER, |[Tues 8/25 Jackie Hermes
UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY (JR & Allinson Hermes)
CHURCH™ Wed. 8/26 Mary Ann Myers
This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to reflect on Simon Th ’/27 1(5 Oif[My ers)
Peter, the man whom Jesus calls the “Rock” and to - 0 Viass
. Fri. 8/28 No Intention

whom he entrusts the keys of the Kingdom of Sat 2/79
Heaven. 4:00 PM Pro Populo
As Jesus prepares the community that will continue 5:45 PM Archbishop A. Akuebe
his mission in the world, he gathers around himself
the Twelve Apostles. Among them, Simon Peter [Sun. 8/30
gradually comes to the forefront. He is not a scholar 8:00 AM Pro Populo
or a powerful man. He is a mere fisherman, familiar 10:00 AM Thereza Alfinito Cupelli
with hard work, rough seas and tired hands. He is (Linda Bedolli)
spontaneous, he is passionate and sometimes Jane Sullivan-Ishii
impulsive. Yet, it is precisely this ordinary man (Jodi Marr)
whom Jesus chooses for an extraordinary
responsibility.

At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asks his disciples two deeply personal questions: “Who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” and then, He goes direct and personal with them, “But who do you say that I am?” The disciples
repeat what they have heard from others: John the Baptist, some, Elijah, some others, Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets. It was the impulsive Peter, however, who gives an answer that goes beyond public opinion: “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16).

Jesus calls Peter "Blessed”, not because Peter has worked everything out by himself, but because the Father
has opened his heart to recognize who Jesus truly is by the power of the Holy Spirit. Peter’s profession of faith
becomes a turning point and his time of empowerment. Jesus then says to him: “You are Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my Church.” The fisherman is given a new identity and a new mission. His faith will be
tested, and at times he will fail badly, but Jesus still chooses him, forms him and entrusts his church and people
to his care as the “primus inter pares” (first among equals).

The same question Jesus asked at Caesarea Philippi comes to each of us today: “Who do you say that [ am?” It
is easy to repeat what others say about Jesus. It is much harder to answer from our own heart and from the way
we live. Is Jesus simply someone we know about, or is he truly the Christ, the Son of the living God, the one in
whom we place our trust, our hopes and our lives?

Peter also reminds us that God does not wait for perfect people before calling them. He calls each of us by
name at our baptism. He works through ordinary women and men, with their strengths, weaknesses,
hesitations, fears and failures. What matters is a heart willing to listen, to learn, to believe, to begin again and
to follow. This Sunday, may we renew Peter’s profession of faith as our own: “Lord, you are the Christ the son
of the living God.” And may that confession of faith not remain only on our lips; but become visible in the way
we love, interact with others, forgive, reconcile with others, serve others and live our lives each day as
intentional disciples.

Marriage on Tap STL — Join us on Thursday, September 17, 2026, at 6 p.m. for an evening of dinner and
marriage enrichment at Syberg’s on Dorsett in Maryland Heights, Missouri. Our guest speaker will be
Father Paul Hoesing, President Rector of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. Fr. Hoesing’s presentation is entitled,
“Lifting Each Other up Before God in Spousal Prayer.” The evening is sponsored by Worldwide Marriage
Encounter. Dinner is $70 per couple/$35 per person. Cash bar will be available. The deadline to register is
September 11, 2026. For more information, check out Marriage on Tap STL on Facebook or email us
at marriageontapstl@gmail.com.




Parish Offering As of 8/20/2026

Sacred Heart Coffee & Donuts will be
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St. Mary’s Sacred Heart Visitation St. Sebastlan V%%C on (Ne M

Important Dates
Aug 24-No Mass
Aug 31-Parish Council Meeting-6 pm-in Alexander
Sept 6-Catholic University of America Collection
Sept 7-St. Sebastian Cemetery Mass —10 am
Sept 7-Office Closed for Labor Day
Sept. 13-Mass on the Farm-Visitation lawn-9 am
Sept. 20-1st day of PSR for 2nd & 3rd grade-SM
Sept 27-1st group PSR-SM

S UNIDIARY S STEIRSIVEIMIBIE RIS O1216
MASS AT 9AM
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Mass Schedule for the Weekend of September 12-13
To allow for our annual Mass on the Farm, the
weekend schedule will be as follows:

Saturday: One Mass only, at St. Sebastian at the
normal time 5:45 pm. No Mass at Visitation.

Sunday: A single outdoor Mass at 9:00 AM in
Alexander, on the lawn beside Visitation. No
Sunday Masses at Sacred Heart or St. Mary'’s.

Parent letters and registration forms for St. Mary’s
PSR were mailed last week. We kindly ask that you
return the completed forms to the parish office as
soon as you receive them so we can confirm our
headcount and place our book order. PSR will begin
on September 20 for 2nd and 3rd graders
preparing for sacraments, and on September 27 for
all other students.

Pray for our sick Parishioners
Janet Blankenship, Sarah Simpson, Louise Lenn,
Sue Lowder, Kathy Gordon, Barb Johnson, Mary
Lee Staley, Joe Gaston, Lisa Richardson, Mary
Hemberger, Roseanne Hartley, 1Calyssa Richie,
Mary McCray, Heather Bou
Donna Reichart, Joyce Henn,
Bold, Nancy Blankenship, Jacki
Norman, Kathy Piel, Russ Ada
Carol Peterson, Alice Gree
éqvin Howell.

amilton, Kathy
Suzanne Berry,

We are looking for new members
who are male Catholic gentlemen,
18 years of age or older, who have
an interest in enhancing their
church and local communities.
Contact Kevin Kirsch at 217-685-
1819.

Do you have a sick family member who would
like to receive Communion at home? Please call
the parish office and leave your address and we will
be happy to schedule a visit.

Visitation Parish will be cleaning the church on
Monday August 24 at 10:00 am. If you’re able to
lend a hand your help would be greatly appreciated!

Are you a graduate of the Catholic University of
America? We would like to recognize our parish
alumni on September 6, the day of the special
collection for CUA. Please call the parish office
before then so we can add you to the list.

Vocations Corner
Continue building the habit of a simple
bedtime prayer routine with your child/
ren or grandchild/ren. Take time to have /7
each child tell God 'thank you' for one = )
thing, 'sorry' for one thing, and one person |
they want to pray for.
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Franklin Scottville Orleans
(217) 675-2393 (217) 484-4879 (217) 478-2000

HELPING YOU SAY GOODBYE
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TON TRIBUTE CENTER

217.544.4646

Proudly Owned and Operated by S.C.|. |llinois Services, LLC

(A . WarrenBoynton
/  State Bank esaishedin 157

Local Decisions, Personal Service

(217) 488-6091
702 W. Illinois Street, New Berlin wbsb.com

Locations in Springfield, Mc,,,,,g,
Modesto and Palmyra ~ NMLs #410615 n

BRENNAN

www.BrennanSheetmetal.com

FOLLOW USON

CALL Hhnee 1947 FACEBOOK
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217-245-7181

RESIDENTIAL « MMECIAL * INDUSTRIAL
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
PLUMBING & SHEETMETAL FABRICATION

License #: 055-045034

619 E. MORTON » JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS

www.brennansheetmetal.com

The Wright Touch
Bathe in the light of spirit
Joyce Wright(Owner])
Licensed Massage Therapist
Business line (217) 478-2401
302 West Old Rt 36 PO Box 174
Alexander IL. 62601

Cell# (217) 371-0711

"At Your Service Since 1913"

Catering Service, Incorporated

Amy McDann d - Event Planner

Phaone 217-675-2720

217-478-4341

Jay 217-473-7285

J. O.
Sales LLC JAY@JOHARRISSALES.COM
www.joharrissales.com
NEW&USED FARM EQUIPMENT
1789 HWY 123 ALEXANDER, IL 62601

20 Miles West of Springfield, 3 Mi North of I-72 Exit 76

THOSE WHO SUBSCRIBE TO THE JOURNAL
CONFER AN HONOR UPON US. WE HOPE
WE MAY PROVE WORTHY OF IT.

WAVERLY JOURNAL

TO ADVERTISE, SUBSCRIBE OR SUBMIT
NEWS ITEMS FROM THE QUAD PARISH
COMMUNITIES, EMAIL MEP338@YAHOO.COM

The Witty Farmer
Indoor Farmers Market
) 501S Lyons Road-Waverly
Fresh and Local Meats,
Local Milk, Bread, and more!

Yates Feed Service
13925 Old Jacksonville Rd.
New Berlin, IL 62670
217-652-6869

Knights of Columbus #4372
4 Parties—Receptions
JKercg:  Banquets & More!
\/ To book your next
event, call Jim Huffman
217-899-6061




