


Want to Throw a Totally
PAWsome Children’s Event?

A
Hi, my name is Jen Bleakley. I'm the author of the Pawverbs® devotional series (Tyndale House
Publishers), and | am celebrating the release of the two newest books in the series - Pawverbs for
Kids and More Pawverbs for Kids - by offering a free resource to your children’s ministry: a guide for

throwing a Paws and Praise Party at your church.

Pawverbs combines true stories about animals with biblical wisdom from the book of Proverbs. My
goal in writing the series is to help people “Paws and Ponder” the goodness, grace, wisdom and
love of God. The books inspire readers to explore the many lessons we can learn from animals
about God, about faith, and about ourselves and others.

And the Pawverbs for Kids books do all the same things, just in child-friendly language and with
adorable, kid-approved photos!

Knowing how much kids love animals - and knowing how desperately children need to be introduced
to the God who loves them more that they could PAWSsibly imagine - | wanted to create an easy,
approachable, and completely free resource that your church can use to plan a Paws and Praise
Party for the animal-loving kids in your community.

Included in this packet is:
« a sample format for creating a Paws and Praise Party for kids in your church community;
« a story from one of the Pawverbs for Kids books; and
« printables, craft templates, and links to additional resources.

| pray you receive this as the gift it is intended. If you are not interested, or able to use it, | pray that
you would gift it to someone else.

My journey towards becoming a published author started with me writing curriculum for the
children’s ministry at my church. And as a result, children’s ministry and children’s curriculum will
always have a special place in my heart.

I hope this resource is helpful, but most of all I hope you (and the kids you serve) know how
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PAWsitively loved you are by God! -

With gratitude and love, \ f d

Jen Bleakley -‘k.‘.,'



Some PAWsible Questions You Might Have

What is Pawverbs for Kids?

The Pawverbs® devotional series is based on the premise in Job 12:7 to “ask the animals,
and they will teach you” (NLT). The true stories that make up the devotional series seek to
answer the question, What can animals teach us about God, ourselves, and others?

Pawverbs for Kids and More Pawverbs for Kids were written with children ages 5-11 in
mind. Each entry (a.k.a Pawverb) consists of a true story about an animal and a child; child-
friendly questions to help them draw out a lesson from the story; and a child friendly prayer.

What’s the purpose of a Paws and Praise Party?

To provide a fun, safe and engaging opportunity for children to discover that animals - in
addition to being cute, funny, furry and adorable - can teach us important things about
ourselves, about each other, and, most importantly, about God!

How much time is required?

The suggested time frame for the event is about 2-2.5 hours, but everything here is
customizable. Pick and choose, add or subtract - whatever you need to make it work for
your event!

What’s the financial investment?

As little or as much as you'd like! You will find suggested activities, snacks and decorations,
but all of them can be easily - and inexpensively - sourced at any party supply store or
online through Amazon.

(_":}.'.3:: ‘?\
Do I need to buy a bunch of books for this event?

You can run this event without having to buy a single book! A sample story from the More
Pawverbs for Kids book is included in your event planning kit, but there is no expectation for
you to buy any books. However, if you would like to provide books to your attendees,
you can do so at a special discount, which you can access here:

Bulk discounts for individual titles are available through Tyndale.com and are automatically
applied for the following quantities:

» 10 - 49 units = 10% discount

e 50 - 99 units = 20% discount

» 100+ units = 30% discount

e
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Buying in bulk for your church? Sign up for a free Church Connect account for additional
discounts, offers, and ministry resources.


https://www.tyndale.com/about-church-connect
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Preparing for the event

-‘“ % Consider having a working dog at your event (i.e., emotional support/therapy dog, service
)

4° dog and/or law enforcement K9).

« You can reach out to https://k9forchrist.org/ for help finding a therapy dog in your area,
and to your local law enforcement agency for a K9 officer contact.

» Ask dog handlers to speak for a few minutes about the specific jobs their dogs do and
how they see God working through their dog.

Consider using the event as a way to bless the community.

« Families could bring stuffed animals to donate to a local children’s hospital, Ronald
McDonald house, or local ministry that supports children and families.

» Attendees could make paw-print-themed cards at the Arts and Crafts station to send
to nursing home residents, hospice facilities, or children’s hospitals. (A link to card
templates is provided in the Resources section.)

« If your event is scheduled in the fall, you could fill animal-themed shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child.

« Families could bring wishlist items or donate money to a local animal rescue
organization.
0 . : : .
-“' 00 Use animal- or paw-print-themed decorations to create a PAWSitive and playful
&° atmosphere.

« This could be a fun outdoor event—especially if you plan to have working/therapy
dogs at the party.

« Any party supply store will have animal and/or paw-themed decor. Amazon offers a
wide array of inexpensive paw-themed party supplies.

Create a fun graphic/invitation to advertise your Paws & Praise Party (or use the one
provided in the Resources section).


https://k9forchrist.org/
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Totally PAWsome Stations Leader Guides

.\ Visit with Working Dog(s)

*Supplies needed: Check with dog’s handler to see what requirements they may have for
their time with the children (i.e., Will the dog need a bowl of water?)

» Before the event, ask the dog’s handler if the children are allowed to pet the dog and
how many children can approach the dog at a time.

« Welcome children and give clear instructions on how they should (or should not)
interact with the dog.

« Introduce dog and dog’s handler.

« Invite dog’s handler to explain what their dog does to help people; a lesson they have
learned from their dog; and how their dog helps point people to God.

« Invite dog’s handler to give demonstration on how their dog does his/her job.

« Invite children to ask questions.

« If time (and dog’s handler) allows, invite children to gently pet the dog.

«’\\

“. Snack Time

*Supplies needed: animal-or paw-print-themed snacks. These can be served in animal- or
paw-print-themed bags or on themed plates or napkins. If children are decorating cookies
or cupcakes, you will need frosting, plastic knives, and any extra embellishments to add to
the cookies or cupcakes.

» Provide animal and/or paw-print-themed snacks
*Animal Crackers
*Cupcakes with Paw Print on Top (Make paw print from icing or from a Hershey’s Kiss
as the pad and four chocolate chips as the toes.)
*Goldfish Crackers
*Motts Animal Fruit Snacks
*Puppy Chow (You can find the recipe at https://joyfoodsunshine.com/puppy-chow-
reciper.)
- If decorating cookies or cupcakes, help the children who need assistance.
« As the children are eating (or after they have finished) ask the following questions,
inviting each child to answer:
- What animals live at your house?
- What pet do you wish you could have?
/ - What animal would make a good math teacher? A good PE teacher?
2 - What is something you have learned from an animal?
e - What do you think animals can teach us about God?
il ‘w " . Iftime remains, review the Animal Mascots Fun Facts about Animals (found in the
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WV Resources section).
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https://joyfoodsunshine.com/puppy-chow-recipe/
https://joyfoodsunshine.com/puppy-chow-recipe/

Totally PAWsome Stations Leader Guides

® Arts and Crafts

Supplies needed: Card templates, markers, colored pencils, stickers, or other
embellishments for decorating cards; construction paper; additional coloring
sheet/worksheet printables (for those who finish quickly). *If choosing an alternate craft,
supply lists will differ.*

Make animal/paw-print-themed cards to give to a loved one or to collect and give to a local
ministry, shut-ins from your church, or a local hospital.

« Print out the card templates from the Resources section.

« Invite children to use markers, colored pencils, stickers or other available
embellishments to decorate their cards.

« Discuss the joy of giving and receiving cards.

« Lead the children in a prayer for those who will receive their card—that they will feel
God’s love for them.

« If time remains, show the children how to draw a paw-print and write “God thinks I'm
PAWsome” on a sheet of construction paper.

*Alternate craft options (and coloring sheet/worksheet printables) are included in the
Resources section.

Here are some animal-themed games to play:

« Four Corners: Assign each corner an animal name. One person will stand in the
middle of the room and count down from 10 with their eyes closed while children
quietly move to the different corners of the room. When the countdown is done, the
person in the middle will call out an animal name. All the children in that corner need to
sit down. The game continues until one person is left standing and becomes the new
person standing in the middle.

« Hot Potato: Pass a stuffed animal around the circle while playing animal-themed
songs.

« Animal Races: Divide children into two teams and have them race from one line to
another while pretending to be different animals (i.e., bunnies who hop to finish line,
elephants who swing their arms as a truck while running, snakes who slither instead of
run, dogs who run on all fours, and lions who roar while they run).

- Animal charades: Have children act out various animals.

» Freeze Dance to “Who Let the Dogs Out”



Paws and Ponder (Pawverbs Lesson)

Supplies needed: “A Friend for Trevor” story from More Pawverbs® for Kids (included in
the Resources section), Write Your Own Pawverb template (which can be found under
Resources), pencils, and markers

*Read this section as written or customize the lesson to make it better fit your event.

Did you know that the Bible has lots of stories involving animals? Can anyone think of
some animals that we read about in the Bible? (Allow time for answers.)

From Noah’s ark to David’s sheep and Daniel’s lions, to donkeys and horses and whales,
the Bible has lots and lots of stories about animals. And while it's great to read those
animal stories, God doesn’t just want us to read the stories, he wants us to learn

from them. In fact, he tells us many times in the Bible to watch certain animals and learn
from them.

| have three verses from the Bible that we can read together to see which animals God
wants us to learn from. (Read the following verses, or invite older children to read them
from the Bible.)

« Luke 12:24 “Look at the ravens. They don't plant or harvest or store food in barns, for
God feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than any birds!” (NLT)

» Proverbs 6:6 “Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their ways and
become wise!” (NLT)

« Job 12:7 “Just ask the animals, and they will teach you. Ask the birds of the sky, and
they will tell you.” (NLT)

Which animals did God tell us to learn from in those verses? What do you think God wants
us to learn from a raven? What can we learn from an ant? What do you think he wants the

animals to teach us?

God loves us so much that he filled our planet with animals that can teach us things about
ourselves, about each other and, most importantly, about how much God loves us.

’’’’’’
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Paws and Ponder (Pawverbs Lesson)

(Cont.)

Can you think of a time when your pet, or other animal, did something funny, silly, sweet,
or frustrating. Do you think there might be something you could learn from that?

There is a book called Pawverbs® that is full of lessons we can learn from our animal
friends. Pawverbs uses animal stories to teach us things from the book of Proverbs in the
Bible. | have a story from Pawverbs that | would like to read to you. While I'm reading, see
if you can think of a lesson or something you can learn from the animal in the story. (Read
“A Friend for Trevor” from More Pawverbs for Kids. Read the questions and invite children
to discuss them, then lead them in prayer.)

Now, it's YOUR turn to create a Pawverb story! | have some paper, pencils and markers
here. Think about your own pets, or animals you’ve seen, and write down a lesson or draw
a picture of something that animal has taught you. And if you can’t think of one, you can
just turn the paper over and draw a picture of an animal that you're really glad God made.

* Consider providing little journals for the kids to take home to record their own Pawverbs
as God teaches them things through their animals.

* |f the children would like to share their Pawverb with the author of Pawverbs for Kids
(Jen Bleakley) she would LOVE to read them! They (with their parents’ permission) can
email their stories to Pawverbs4Kids@gmail.com, and she will write them back!
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Paws and Praise Party Resources

Totally PAWsome Kid’s Event Invitation Template
(click here)

Card Templates (click here)

Alternate Crafts:

Raven Craft

“Look at the ravens. They don't plant or harvest or store food in barns, for God feeds
them. And you are far more valuable to him than any birds!” (Luke 12:24, NLT).

https://juneau.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/4-Raven-craft.pdf

*Customize by writing Luke 12:24 on the raven’s wings (or craft stick).

Ant Craft:

“Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their ways and become wise!”
(Proverbs 6:6, NLT).

https://kidscraftroom.com/walking-ant-craft/

*Customize by writing Proverbs 6:6 on ant’s body.

Printables

*See attached bookmark, animals facts, maze, word search, coloring sheet,
and Write Your Own Pawverb template.


https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCx1shIZk/pjFcYnjJYqgFE7j9ztGSlQ/edit?utm_con%20tent=DAGCx1shIZk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sh%20arebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCx2lk99s/LbzW6OXX9kKLk_2d4lgfVQ/edit?utm_c%20ontent=DAGCx2lk99s&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=%20sharebutton
https://juneau.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/4-Raven-craft.pdf
https://juneau.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/4-Raven-craft.pdf
https://kidscraftroom.com/walking-ant-craft/
https://kidscraftroom.com/walking-ant-craft/
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HELP AUTUMN FIND HER WAY TO THE TREE/

Trace your path from Autumn the squirrel to the tree in the park

1 W

v 2
)
/

You can print this out and use a pen or crayon to solve the maze.
You can also work on it right here by using the Draw tool in the apps tab.
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HELP AUTUMN FIND HER WAY TO THE TREE/

Trace your path from Autumn the squirrel to the tree in the park

ANSWER KEY




Printable Bookmarks

gront
| | | I I

%; %,: %; %;

G God 4 God 4 God 4 God
loves you loves you loves you loves you
more than more than more than more than
you can you can you can you can
imagine! f imagine! i imagine! i imagine! ;

WIDS KiDs KiDS

Print out bookmarks (front and back) and copy on printer using the “front and back”
setting. Cut out each bookmark using the dotted lines. You can also take to your local
printer shop for printing in color and for cutting.
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Print out bookmarks (front and back) and copy on printer using the “front and back”
setting. Cut out each bookmark using the dotted lines. You can also take to your local

printer shop for printing in color and for cutting.
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My PAWverb * »:
Which animal did you learn a lesson from?

If your animal is a pet, what is your pet's name?

What did your animal teach you? Or help you learn?

What is something your animal might teach you about God?

Who can you share your Pawverb with?

Write a short prayer asking God to help you remember the lesson you learned from your
animal friend:

“Just ask the animals, and they will teach you. Ask the birds of the sky,
and they will tell you.” Job 12:7 (NLT)
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A Friend for Trevor

A friend is always loyal, and a brother
is born to help in fime of need.

PROYEREE 1517

TREVOR SAT BY HIMSELF. He didn't want to be
at summer camp. He folded his arms over his stom-
ach. The other kids were playing, and their happiness
made him mad. Everything seemed to make Trevor
mad these days.

All the other kids ran over to the basketball court to
play four square, but Trevor didn't move.

He picked at some tall blades of grass. He kicked a
rock. When he looked up, a big dog was standing in
front of him.

A kind-looking lady was holding the dog's leash.
she said her name was Ms. Sandee, and her sand-
colored dog was Tesla. They would be spending the



JENHIFER MARBHALL BLEAKLEY

week at camp too. Trevor had never heard of a dog
going to camp before.

“This is Tesla's third time at camp,” Ms. S5andee
said.

Tesla sat down and put her head in Trevor's lap.
Trevor touched her forehead with his finger.

“It's my first time, " Trevor told Tesla.

Tesla held her paw up.

Trevor looked at Ms. Sandee.

“Tesla wants to shake your hand,” she said.

Trevor shook Tesla's paw. “INice to meet you, Tesla,”,
he laughed.

Ms. Sandee asked Trevor If he would like to take

her dog for a walk. He did. He took Tesla's leash and
walked her over to a big field. He asked Ms. Sandee if
he could run with Tesla. She said yes. Trevor started
running, and Tesla ran too. She was really fast.

Trevor and Tesla spent every day of camp together.
They went for walks, played fetch, and showed the

other kids all the tricks Tesla could do. Tesla made

camp a lot of fun. 50 much fun that Trevor wanted to
come back next year.

“Ms. Sandee,” Trevor asked as he helped her get
Tesla in the car to go home, “do you think Tesla will
remember me next year?™

..d



MORE FAWYERES FOR EIDE

Ms. Sandee's eyes got shiny as she answered, @ 3
“I know she will remember. Tesla never forgets her @
friends.”

“I lowe you, Tesla,” Trevor whispered. “Thanks for
being my friend.”
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I'd like to offer a special thanks to the following people for helping me create this
PAWS & PRAISE curriculum —

Summer Harsch from Every Season Digital Marketing
www.summerharsch.com

The talented editors at Tyndale House Publishers:
Karen McGraw

Erin Gywnne

Stephanie Rische

My amazing marketing team at Tyndale:
Michelle Polsley
Emily VanderBent

lllustrator: Faith Schuch

And my dog, Gracie, for laying at my feet at while | typed and taking me for walks
when | needed to brainstorm!
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