
TODAY’S READINGS 
Entrance Antiphon:                                              Cf. Ps 104: 3-4 
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; 
turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 
 
Collect: Almighty ever-living God, 
increase our faith, hope and charity, 
and make us love what you command, 
so that we may merit what you promise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First Reading:                           Sirach 35:15b-17, 20-22b 

‘The prayer of the humble pierces the clouds.’ 
The Lord is the judge, and with him is no partiality. He will 
not show partiality in the case of a poor man; and he will 
listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. He will not          
ignore the supplication of the orphan or the widow when 
she pours out her story. He whose service is pleasing to the 
Lord will be accepted, and his prayer will reach to the 
clouds. The prayer of the humble pierces the clouds, and he 
will not be consoled until it reaches the Lord; he will not 
desist until the Most High visits him and does justice for the 
righteous and executes judgement. And the Lord will not 
delay. 
R/   THE WORD OF THE LORD 
C/   THANKS BE TO GOD   
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:   Ps 34(33):2-3. 17-18. 19, 23. R7a 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
praise of him is always in my mouth. 
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast; 
the humble shall hear and be glad. (R) 
The Lord turns his face against the wicked 
to cut off their remembrance from the earth. 
When the just one cries out, the Lord hears, 
and rescues him in all his distress.  (R) 
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 
All who trust in him shall not be condemned. (R) 
 

Second  Reading:                                  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
‘There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness.’ 

Beloved: I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of                          
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all 
who have loved his appearing. 
At my first defence no one came to stand by me, but all 
deserted me. May it not be charged against them! But the 
Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the              
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 
mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
R/   THE WORD OF THE LORD 
C/   THANKS BE TO GOD 
 
Gospel Acclamation:                               2 Corinthians 5:19 
(ALL STAND)  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

Alleluia. 
 

 Gospel:                             Luke 18:9-14 
‘The tax collector went down to his house justified, rather 

than the Pharisee.’ 
At that time: Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and treated others 
with contempt: ‘Two men went up into the Temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, prayed thus: “God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes 
of all that I get.” But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified, rather than the 
other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 
R/   THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 
C/   PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST  

 
Prayer over the Offerings:   
Look, we pray, O Lord, 
on the offerings we make to your majesty, 
that whatever is done by us in your service 
may be directed above all to your glory. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon:                            Cf. Ps 19: 6 
We will ring out our joy at your saving help 
and exult in the name of our God. 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray, 
perfect in us what lies within them, 
that what we now celebrate in signs 
we may one day possess in truth. Through Christ our Lord. 
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A MERCIFUL GOD 
These two figures in today’s Gospel are stock characters, sketched with Luke’s 
brilliant wit and sensitivity. The gospels invariably give the Pharisees a bad 
press: after the destruction of Jerusalem they were the only surviving branch 
of Judaism and so, for the evangelists, they represent the vigorous opposition 
of Judaism to Christianity at that time. The Jewish historian, Josephus, paints a 
sympathetic picture of them, and Matthew’s picture of them as the                              
personification of hypocrisy may be a caricature of their scrupulosity                      
concerning the observance of the Law. Jesus played them at their own game 
in his careful interpretation of scripture, presenting them with a rich and                 
profound understanding of God’s Word. The question must be asked: was           
Jesus a Pharisee too? Pre-occupation with exact observance of rules can often 
appear to outsiders as hypocrisy. In Jesus’ time a tax-collector was the                  
epitome of malpractice and the abandonment of all decent standards: he 
worked for the hated Roman occupying power; he had to make his own living 
by extorting excessive tax. So this parable is one more example of Jesus’                 
reversal of expected values, and his outreach to those generally despised: to 
the woman notorious in the city as a sinner, to the woman taken in adultery, 
to Zacchaeus and to the ‘good thief’. It beautifully fulfils the first reading, 
demonstrating that the prayer of the humble ‘pierces the clouds’.  
Take some moments to reflect on these words from the Gospel: “God be 
merciful to me, a sinner”. Through these words, what is God saying to you? * 

  
 
* Wansbrough, Henry - The Wednesday Word  
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR & INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK  

SUNDAY MASS:   6pm (Saturday Vigil), 10.00am (Family) & 12 Noon (Solemn).  5pm (Portuguese).  
OTHER MASS TIMES:  
HOLYDAYS OF OBLIGATION:  As Announced. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Fridays: 12.30pm-1pm and Saturday: 5.15-5.45pm  
CONFESSIONS Friday 12.35-1pm, Saturday 11am-11.30 & 5.15pm-5.45pm and by appointment. 

G Sunday 

 
Vigil 

 
 6:00 pm 

 
10:00 am 
  12 Noon 

 
Richard Costello (ANN) and 
Margaret Costello (RIP) 
Pat and Eileen Famey (RIP) 
Mr. and Mrs Moriba (RIP) & 
People of the Parish 

G Monday Feria  12 Noon Joseph Lansana (RIP) 

R Tuesday 
Saints Simon and Jude,            

Apostles 
  12 Noon   Rosa Albuquerque (INT) 

R Wednesday
Blessed Martyrs of Douai 

(Diocesan) 

 
09:30 am 

Gertrude Ann Aherne (Get 
Well Int) 

G Thursday Feria  09:30 am 

G 
Friday    
abstinence 

Feria  12 Noon Martin Kielthy (ANN) 

W Saturday 
1st             

November 
Vigil   6:00 pm John Inayatullah (RIP) 

F O R  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  
 SICK, HOUSEBOUND, THOSE WHO RECEIVE COMMUNION AT HOME: 

Mike Power, Father Anthony, Margaret Quinn, Michael O’Brien, Christine Smith, Rachel Cottrell, Alice O’Neill, Janice 
Davidson, Jilly Taylor, Peter Cawdery, Pauline Guthrie, Maureen Lyden, Richard Ainsworth, Francesco Sesia, Joe           
Owen, Doreen O’Callaghan, Wesley Gilead, Henrik Sperlich, Allan & Lynne Mackintosh, Ray Norris, Morag & Raj Puri, 
Stephen de Winter          

 

RECENTLY DEPARTED:  We pray for all those who have died recently. 

DEAD ANNIVERSARIES: We pray for all who died around this time. 

 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

 

 


