
TODAY’S READINGS 
Entrance Antiphon:                                                   Phil 4: 4-5 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 
Collect: O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, 
enable us, we pray,  
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 
and to celebrate them always  
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy  

Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
First Reading:                                       Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

‘God himself will come and save you.’ 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an 
anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He 
will come and save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a 
deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Sion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. 
R/   THE WORD OF THE LORD 
C/   THANKS BE TO GOD   
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  

 

Second  Reading:                                                 James 5:7-10 
‘Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 

hand.’ 
Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early 
and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that 
you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at 
the door. As an example of suffering and patience,             
brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 
R/   THE WORD OF THE LORD 
C/   THANKS BE TO GOD 
 
Gospel Acclamation:                       Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18) 
(ALL STAND)  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
Alleluia. 

 
 Gospel:                      Matthew 11:2-11 

‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for  
another?’ 

At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds 
of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’ 
And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’ 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 
out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those 
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 
written, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.” 
‘Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there 
has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the 
one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.’ 
R/   THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 
C/   PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST  

 
Prayer over the Offerings:   
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray, 
be offered to you unceasingly, 
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery 
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon:                                                  Is 35: 4 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 
Prayer after Communion: 
We implore your mercy, Lord, 
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults 
and prepare us for the coming feasts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
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Come           Lord    and    save---------     us. 
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Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Hal 
Camden Town 

WHO’S WHO AT OUR LADY OF HAL: 
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR & INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK  

SUNDAY MASS:   6pm (Saturday Vigil), 10.00am (Family) & 12 Noon (Solemn).  5pm (Portuguese).  
OTHER MASS TIMES:  
HOLYDAYS OF OBLIGATION:  As Announced. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Fridays: 12.30pm-1pm and Saturday: 5.15-5.45pm  
CONFESSIONS Friday 12.35-1pm, Saturday 11am-11.30 & 5.15pm-5.45pm and by appointment. 

RP/P Sunday 

 
Vigil 

6:00 pm 
10:00 am 

 
  12 Noon  

Constancio Denis (RIP) 

Lauriana Denis (RIP) &  
People of the Parish 
Peter Cajetan Denis (RIP) 

P Monday  Advent Feria   
 
 

12 Noon 
 

Pauline O’Sullivan (INT) 

P Tuesday Advent Feria  

 
 12 Noon   

 
Anthony Philip Denis (RIP) 

P Wednesday Advent Feria 
 
 9:30 am  Richard Denis (RIP) 

P Thursday Advent Feria  9:30 am 

P 
Friday    
abstinence 

Advent Feria  12 Noon Madge Lynagh (RIP) 

P Saturday 
20th             

December 
Vigil   6:00 pm Phil Carroll (RIP) 

F O R  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  
 SICK, HOUSEBOUND, THOSE WHO RECEIVE COMMUNION AT HOME: 

Mike Power, Father Anthony, Margaret Quinn, Michael O’Brien, Christine Smith, Rachel Cottrell, Alice O’Neill, Janice 
Davidson, Jilly Taylor, Marie Cawdery, Pauline Guthrie, Maureen Lyden, Richard Ainsworth, Francesco Sesia, Joe           
Owen, Doreen O’Callaghan, Wesley Gilead, Henrik Sperlich, Allan & Lynne Mackintosh, Ray Norris, Morag & Raj Puri, 
Stephen de Winter, George Spencer.          

 

RECENTLY DEPARTED:  We pray for all those who have died recently: Janice Davidson 

DEAD ANNIVERSARIES: We pray for all that died around this time. 

 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

 

 


