






Cremation 
The Catholic Church strongly encourages the burial of the body of the deceased, but it permits cremation unless it 
is evident that cremation was chosen for anti-Christian motives. The cremated remains of the deceased are due the 
same respect as the full body of the deceased, and they must be placed in a worthy vessel and buried in a cemetery, 
entombed in a columbarium or buried at sea (in the urn). Cremated remains may never be scattered. When 
cremation is chosen one of the following options is used. 

Cremation after the Funeral Liturgy 

Even when cremation is chosen, the Church recommends that the body of the deceased be present for the funeral 
rites. The presence of the body helps to more clearly express the dignity of the human body which the Church 
affirms in the liturgy. 

Funeral Liturgy in the Presence of the Cremated Remains 

The Holy See authorized the bishops of the United States to allow the celebration of a Funeral Liturgy in the 
presence of the cremated remains of the body. The cremated remains of the deceased are to be treated with the 
same respect given to the full body. Prior to the Funeral Liturgy, the urn containing the cremated remains is 
placed on a suitable stand or table in the place normally occupied by the casket. The Funeral Liturgy begins with 
the sprinkling of holy water. The Funeral Liturgy is celebrated as usual. At the end of the Funeral Liturgy the 
final commendation takes place. The text for the Sprinkling rite, Dismissal, and Committal are adapted using the 
approved texts for cremated rema.ins. 

Cremation and Committal Prior to the Funeral Liturgy 

When the body is cremated and/or buried soon after death, the rites of final commendation and Committal are 
used at the appropriate times, even though occurring prior to the Funeral Liturgy. The Vigil and other rites are 
also adapted, as necessary. The Funeral Liturgy may be celebrated, but the sprinkling rite and final 
commendation are omitted and the Liturgy concludes with the blessing and dismissal of the assembly. 

Civic and Military Honors 
Only Christian symbols may be placed near the casket or urn during the funeral liturgy. Any other symbols, for 
example, national flags, or flags or insignia of associations, have no place in the Funeral Liturgy (Order of Christian 
Funerals, #38). Because of the coherent structure of our Catholic funeral rites, it is recommended that military 
honors take place at the conclusion of the Committal Rite. 

Music 
Music for the funeral rites should be chosen in consultation with the parish liturgy coordinator and should be 
suitable for Catholic worship as outlined in the U.S. Bishop's document, Sing To The Lord (#246-248). 

Minister of the Funeral Rites 
Priests, as teachers of faith and ministers of comfort, preside at the funeral rites, especially the Mass. When no 
priest is available, deacons, as ministers of the Word, of the altar, and of charity, preside at funeral rites. When no 
priest or deacon is available for the vigil and related rites or the rite of committal, a lay minister commissioned by 
the pastor presides. (Order of Christian Funerals, #14) 

For more general information: 

The Office of Worship 
Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero, Director 
Phone: (808) 585-3342 or 
Email: alguerrero@rcchawaii.org 

Or contact your Parish Office:
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