
 
 
 
To:  Pastors and Parish Administrators 
 
From:  Monsignor Robert Kinnally  
 
Re: Venezuela Earthquake Relief 
  
Date:  June 30, 2026 
 

Many parishioners have been asking about ways to assist our brothers and sisters who are 

suffering from the effects of the earthquake in Venezuela. I suggest that you provide the link 

below on your parish website, email messaging, social media, and weekly bulletin.  Because 

this coming weekend is a holiday weekend and summer vacation time is upon us, a second 

collection would not be as effective. The link to Catholic Relief Services (CRS) will enable 

parishioners to contribute immediately to the Venezuela efforts of CRS. 

Thank you. 

https://www.crs.org/donate/venezuela-

earthquake?ms=agigoo0926veq00gen00&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23976913328&

gbraid=0AAAAAD_IvJZkrA5QQoDVx5SmgfJWRCvBT 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crs.org%2Fdonate%2Fvenezuela-earthquake%3Fms%3Dagigoo0926veq00gen00%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D23976913328%26gbraid%3D0AAAAAD_IvJZkrA5QQoDVx5SmgfJWRCvBT&data=05%7C02%7Castrid.alvarez%40diobpt.org%7C134dc646d54e427812c808ded6b2a258%7Ce7a05e97b561488ea0de70b80d9a69ac%7C0%7C0%7C639184259928021771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T6ZfuE2s30SmWThcentBt9Nn54SbT%2B6uTIXwfk%2FTyVk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crs.org%2Fdonate%2Fvenezuela-earthquake%3Fms%3Dagigoo0926veq00gen00%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D23976913328%26gbraid%3D0AAAAAD_IvJZkrA5QQoDVx5SmgfJWRCvBT&data=05%7C02%7Castrid.alvarez%40diobpt.org%7C134dc646d54e427812c808ded6b2a258%7Ce7a05e97b561488ea0de70b80d9a69ac%7C0%7C0%7C639184259928021771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T6ZfuE2s30SmWThcentBt9Nn54SbT%2B6uTIXwfk%2FTyVk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crs.org%2Fdonate%2Fvenezuela-earthquake%3Fms%3Dagigoo0926veq00gen00%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D23976913328%26gbraid%3D0AAAAAD_IvJZkrA5QQoDVx5SmgfJWRCvBT&data=05%7C02%7Castrid.alvarez%40diobpt.org%7C134dc646d54e427812c808ded6b2a258%7Ce7a05e97b561488ea0de70b80d9a69ac%7C0%7C0%7C639184259928021771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T6ZfuE2s30SmWThcentBt9Nn54SbT%2B6uTIXwfk%2FTyVk%3D&reserved=0


Context  
On June 24, 2026, two powerful earthquakes 
struck northern Venezuela just seconds apart, 
causing widespread destruction across Caracas 
and surrounding states. The twin earthquakes—the 
strongest to strike the South American country 
in decades—flattened buildings, damaged roads 
and left families searching for safety. Within the 
first 12 hours, more than 160 deaths were reported, 
nearly 1,000 people were injured, and thousands 
of families were displaced. These numbers are sure 
to rise as the full extent of the damage becomes 
clearer. As aftershocks continued, the president 

declared a state of emergency, schools and non-
essential services were suspended, and Caracas’ 
airport was temporarily closed after sustaining 
heavy damage.

As search and rescue e!orts continue, Catholic 
parishes in Venezuela have opened their doors to 
shelter displaced families and provide emergency 
assistance. Through its longstanding partnership 
with Caritas Venezuela, CRS is supporting rapid 
assessments and preparing to deploy additional 
humanitarian workers to expand lifesaving relief 
for people who have lost homes, livelihoods and a 
sense of security.  

Emergency Relief Priorities  
The earthquakes have intensified humanitarian 
needs in a country already facing one of the 
region’s worst humanitarian crises. An estimated 
7.9 million people were already in need of 
assistance due to years of economic crisis, food 
insecurity and weakened public services. 

People walk past a collapsed 
building following powerful, 
deadly twin earthquakes in 
Caracas on June 24, 2026. CRS 
is supporting its Church partner 
Caritas Venezuela to provide 
urgent relief. The earthquakes 
are considered the country’s 
worst in more than a century.
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Getty Images

Global Emergency Update June 2026

CRS and Caritas Venezuela 
Respond to Twin Earthquakes

Donate online: crs.org/donate/
venezuela-earthquake

Donate by phone:  
 1-877-HELP-CRS

Donate by check:  
CRS/Venezuela Earthquakes   
P.O. Box 5278, Tipton, IA 52772-0517

How to Help

Donate by scanning 
the QR code:

http://crs.org/donate/venezuela-earthquake
http://crs.org/donate/venezuela-earthquake
http://crs.org/donate/save-lives%0D
http://crs.org/donate/save-lives%0D


http://crs.org
http://crs.org/espanol
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