
 
 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
August 9, 2026 – The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

8:30 Bulletin 
 

 

OPENING HYMN: God Is Calling Please stand as you are able 

  

LITURGICAL SEASON EXPLAINED 
The Season after Pentecost is not actually a liturgical season with a common focus, rather, it is just the 
weeks between the Day of Pentecost and the First Sunday of Advent. This period is often referred to as 

“Ordinary Time” and the liturgical color is green. These are the ordinary days in which we live our 
Christian faith in the regular routine of daily life. This seems simple enough, but the way the Sundays 
are counted on the calendar gets a bit confusing. It begins with the First Sunday after Pentecost and 
then counts sequentially until the 24th Sunday after Pentecost which is Christ the King, the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving. If it stopped here that would be clear, but each Sunday during this time is also 
given another title: Proper 7-29 where the numbers do not coincide with the numbered Sundays after 

Pentecost. This proper numbering system is based on the moveable date of Easter. Honestly, there is no 
need to be concerned about this numbering framework, just focus on the ordinary daily life of Jesus as 

he goes about teaching, healing, and loving people as you live your ordinary life each day! 
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ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 

 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 

AMEN. 
 
Celebrant continues: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 
 
GLORIA  BCP p. 356 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you 
alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. AMEN. 
 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always 
those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without 
you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

This Week’s Reader: Karen Davenport  Next Sunday: Cheryle Kahl 
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FIRST READING  1 Kings 19:9-18 Please be seated 

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent 
the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I 
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, 
for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, 
so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks 
in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, 
the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, 
to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on 
your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, 
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall 
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 
your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu 
shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha 
shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.” 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 85:8-13 
Verses read alternately by the reader and the people, breaking at the * 

8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,* 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,* 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10Mercy and truth have met together;* 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11Truth shall spring up from the earth,* 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,* 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13Righteousness shall go before him,* 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 10:5-15 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from 
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by 
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, 
to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it 
say? 

“The word is near you, 
on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, 
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“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there 
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!” 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL HYMN: Wade In The Water 
Please stand as you are able 
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GOSPEL  Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but 
by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 
the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the 
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid.” 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 
to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of 
the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” 

 Celebrant The Gospel of our Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
SERMON Please be seated 
 
 
NICENE CREED  BCP p. 358 Please stand as you are able 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
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from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. AMEN. 
 

 
 
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 
The Leader and people pray responsively: 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those 
who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world, especially 
Ukraine, the Middle East, Haiti, Sudan, Congo, Venezuela, and 
Japan; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and 
the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the 
Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, Bonnie our diocesan Bishop, 
and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of our Grace family, and 
for those on our prayer list. Are there others you would like to 
add? 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your 
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING COLLECT 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
AMEN. 
 
 
THE PEACE 

 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People And also with you. 
The Celebrant and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS Please be seated 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please stand as you are able 

 
 Celebrant May God be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 People We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant continues: 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, O God, Creator of heaven 
and earth. 

And now we give you thanks because you prepared the way 
of your Son Jesus by the preaching of your servant John the 
Baptist, who proclaimed him as the Lamb of God, our Savior. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus our 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
Jesus took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
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unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus our Christ. For it is by him, with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, that all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  BCP p. 364 
Celebrant: 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 Celebrant The Gifts of God for all of us, the holy People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died and rose 
for us, and feed on him in your hearts by faith and 
with thanksgiving.  
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COMMUNION Please be seated 
Communion at Grace is Open to Everyone 

Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, there 
is a place for you at God’s table. You may choose to receive bread (gluten 
free wafers available upon request). You may choose to receive wine in the 

silver chalice or grape juice in the white and blue chalice. You may drink 
from either cup or intinct (dip) the bread into the chalice. You may refrain 
from the bread and chalice and just receive a blessing by crossing your 

arms over your chest. 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 366 
Please stand as you are able 
After Communion, the Celebrant says: 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People: 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart through 
Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 
 
BLESSING 

May the blessing of God Almighty—God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit—be with you this day and 
forevermore. AMEN.  
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CLOSING HYMN: All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name! 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

 Celebrant Our worship has now ended; go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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The Prayers of this Congregation 

Sean Rowe, our Presiding Bishop; our Bishop, Bonnie Anne Perry; 
Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican 

Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, 
ELCA Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Julie E. Schneider-Thomas, ELCA 

Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod. Our retired bishop, Wendell Gibbs; 
our retired community, spouses, and companions. Our diocesan 

household: Committees, commissions, ministries, agencies, priests, 
deacons, lay leaders, volunteers, and staff members; Steven 

Steinberger–Domienik; Grace Church Mt. Clemens; Bonao, DR Church 
of the Pentecost. 

For our Wednesday and Sunday supper guests; Donna Hanes; Frankie 
Dion; Elliott Belair; Charlotte Kalligeros; Jennifer Holland; Joan Walsh; 

Elizabeth Gage; Logan & Teresa Davidson; Jeanne Nowak; Donna 
Powell; Pamela Sherry; Linda Fields; Michael Woodard; Sara Mattocks; 

Gene Skladnowski; Sherie Borsa; Joan Donald; Rob Haynes; Scott 
Kadets; Brenda Steinberger-Domienik; Laurisa; Pat Ruditis; Jean & 
Terry Hitchcock; Laura Mary Lake; Allen Clay; Martha Wehba; Jody 

Gorney; Tammy Murphy; Eka & Kiana Bassey; Suzanne LaMontagne; 
Vito Fontana; Christa Carpenter; Nancy & Bob Johnson; Rick Ghersi; 

Rory Heinz; Carole Schwertman; Tish Germain; Shirley & Nelson 
Rumpel; Helen Fitzgibbon; Joyce & Roy Schafer; Danielle; Betty 

Brogan; Ulrike Lamb; Debbie H.; Beverly Wolff; Beth Jarvis; Dave 
Salyer; Al Gazoul; Sharon Fedchenko; Joyce Geiger; Steve Burns; 

Betty Moore; Sandy Krell; Bobby Couts; Sharon Potter; Rita 
Vermeersch; Sallie Coffer; Frank Davis; Shelly Volpe; Bud Denham; 
John Schober; Tish Mastro-Burns; Gary Cynowa; Linda Hurley; Fran 

Merlo; Betty Gillis; David Schihl; Martha Houser; Stacy Wagenknecht; 
Matthew Smith; Robert Tuten; the Stotz family; Daniel Ranger; Gary 

Keranen; Leslie Sasges; Louise Lambert; Norris Satterly. 
Do you know someone who can use our prayers? 

Please contact the office to add them to or keep them on the prayer list.
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CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please send all bulletin submissions to 
bulletins@gracechurchmtclemens.org 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Please sign up for altar flowers on the bulletin board in the 
hallway leading to the sanctuary. 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
Please volunteer to host a coffee hour; the sign-up sheet is in the 
hallway. The host(s) makes and sets up the coffee and any snacks 
and then cleans up afterwards. You may also be reimbursed for 
any money you spend for snacks—just let Marchea (in the office) 
know! Thank you for sharing in the hospitality ministry of our 
parish! 
 
BIBLE STUDY 
Please join us on Sundays at 9:30 AM in the Guild Room for our 
Bible study. No preparation needed; just come and listen and join 
in the conversation. Each session is self-contained so you do not 
have to attend each week; come when you can. We learn a great 
deal about Scripture, our faith, ourselves, and each other! Hope 
to see you there! 
 

BOOK CLUB 
The book club will meet at Grace on Thursday, September 10 
at 6 PM to discuss The Shadow Box by Luanne Rice. Reviews of 
this book describe it as a thriller mystery with multiple and 
seamless twists and turns. If you have any questions, please call 
Ann Strevel. Looking forward to seeing you!



16 
 

For Love Over the Spirit of Hatred 

God of reconciling love, who created every per-
son in your image and calls us to love one another, 
we mourn every act of violence born of hatred, 
especially when people are targeted because of 
who they are. We grieve especially the fear and 
suffering left in the wake of violence against the 
LGBTQ+ community. We pray for those who 
were harmed in the attack at the Pride event in 
Berlin. Comfort the grieving, heal the injured, 
and give your angels charge over those who live in 
fear. O Lord, turn all hearts from hatred and 
break the cycle of any type of radicalization. Give 
your holy wisdom to leaders, faith communities, 
and families as they seek to recognize and inter-
rupt violence before it takes root in their homes 
and communities. May your peace, through the 
power of your Holy Spirit, take root wherever fear 
seeks to divide your people. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  


