
GENERAL INFORMATION

WELCOME TO COUNTRY 
We the Yuin people ask that when you are in this

country you respect this country,
We ask that you don't do wrong on our country 

and you look after this country,
And in return,

May the sun (our father) bring you new energy by day,
And the Moon softly restore you by night,

And the rain wash away your worries,
May the breeze from Biamanga blow new 

strength into your being,
May you walk gently through our sacred Yuin country 

and know of its beauty every day of your life,
We welcome you all here to our beautiful Yuin country!

Bega Local Aborignal Land Council

TRAIL DISTANCE
Approximately 27km with no side trails.

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS
In an emergency, Dial Triple Zero (000). 
There is limited mobile reception along 
the Walk, so ensure you download the 
Emergency Plus app before you walk, it 
helps emergency services locate you 
using your smartphone’s GPS. 

WATER
Water can be obtained in townsites, 
public toilets and from water tanks 
at Hobart Beach Campground. It is 
recommended that you plan to carry all 
necessary water with you.

CAMPING
Bookings for Hobart Beach Campground 
must be made in advance through NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(camping fees apply).

PLEASE TREAD CAREFULLY
Stay on the track
Remove all rubbish
Be courteous to other track-users
Respect private property
Do not disturb native plants and animals
Plan & prepare your walk carefully
Use the public toilets

A Lions Club Project - Lions Clubs of Pambula-Merimbula 
and Tathra, in cooperation with NSW National Parks and 

Wildlife Service and Bega Valley Shire Council. TR
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Tathra Wharf

Merimbula Wharfwww.wharftowharfwalk.com.au



Features of the Walk include: 

DEVONIAN ROCK 
The colourful 350 million-year-old Devonian 
red sedimentary rock of Long Point and Tura 
Headland is a local geological highlight, which 
marks a significant step in the evolution of life. It 
is representative of the world’s first forests, which 
caused a leap in oxygen levels, producing rust-
coloured iron oxide that stained the sediments. 
Roots of plants that grew on river floodplains 
can be seen in the red mudstones on the rock 
platform at Merimbula Wharf. 

MUNDOOI TRAIL
Mundooi means ‘to walk with your feet’ in the 
Dhurga language spoken by the local Djiringanj 
tribe. The track passes beneath dense stands of 
melaleucas (bracelet honey myrtle) and a raised 
freshwater lake, which has been used by the 
traditional owners, the Djiringanj.

BOURNDA ISLAND
The island is joined to the mainland by a tombola 
beach, which can be submerged by the tide 
to form a real island. Bournda Island is covered 
in low dune shrub vegetation species that are 
perched on top of the rocky island. 

BOURNDA LAGOON
The lagoon is a popular spot for a freshwater 
swim. It is fed by Sandy Beach Creek, which 
is often silted up at the southernmost end of 
Bournda Beach. The lagoon supports a variety of 
environments, including a rainforest.

WALLAGOOT LAKE
The wetland areas near the mouth of Wallagoot 
Lake provide valuable habitat for many local and 
migratory waterbirds and are also important in 
protecting the fish and prawn nursery grounds 
for which the lake is well known.

BOULDER BAY
Boulder Bay is a stunning inlet and beach, with 
the majority of it covered in round boulders. 
Boulder Bay Creek runs into the bay, but is 
usually a dry creek bed at the back of the beach.

WHALE WATCHING
From August to November, thousands of 
Humpback whales travel south along the 
‘Humpback Highway’ as they make their way 
to Antarctica for the summer. Vantage points 
include Long Point, Short Point, Tura Headland, 
Dolphin Cove and Tathra Headland.

MERIMBULA WHARF 
Merimbula Wharf was originally built by the 
NSW government in 1901 to support steamers 
transport produce (wool, beef, cattle, timber, 
horses, fish) and passengers from the south 
coast to Sydney. It served the district until 
the last steamer docked at the wharf in 1958. 
Following this it deteriorated and was eventually 
demolished in 1979. The local community raised 
funds in 1983 (matched by the NSW state 
government) to rebuild the current jetty for 
recreational fishing and swimming.

TATHRA WHARF 
Tathra Wharf is the only surviving wharf and 
building combination on the eastern seaboard 
of Australia from the period of the coastal 
shipping dating from the 1860s. It is listed on 
the State Heritage Register as an excellent 
example of a marine building, constructed 
entirely from hardwood. The wharf was marked 
for demolition in 1973 and saved by the local 
community with support from the National 
Trust of Australia NSW. Tathra Wharf remains a 
key historical feature for the town and the Bega 
Valley region.

A walk through history, crossing the ancient lands of the Yuin people, between two historic wharfs on the 
Sapphire Coast, NSW Australia. Wharf to Wharf Walk is a 27 kilometre coastal walk along rugged cliffs, 
spectacular headlands, secluded bays, lakes, freshwater lagoons and long, isolated beaches. The walk links 
existing trails through public coastal reserves, flora reserves, beaches and Bournda National Park.

Merimbula Wharf and Tathra Wharf are icons of 
the Sapphire Coast, two historical timber wharfs 
built to service the famous Steam Navigation era 
of the 1800s that ultimately linked the New South 
Wales far south coast to the rest of Australia. 

While on the Walk record your flora and 
fauna sightings on ‘iNaturalist’ and be a part 
of this exciting citizen science project! 
For more information visit: 
www.atlasoflife.org.au
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Merimbula Wharf to Short Point Reserve (1.5km) – 
from the Wharf follow Lake St to Wharf St (turn right 
up the hill), second right on Yarai St, left at Cliff St.  

Follow Cliff St keeping the reserve on your right. Turn right 
before houses, on unmarked lane (Cliff St) and continue 
through no-through road to Cliff St. (At the corner of Cliff and 
Apoona St, there is a trail into the reserve and viewing point 
with an outlook on Middle Beach and Long Point.) Turn right 
at caravan park fence and follow Cliff St to Short Point Rd 
roundabout. Turn right at roundabout to Merimbula Caravan 
Park (no street sign) and Short Point.
SIDE TRAILS
Long Point (2km return) – turn right from Yarai St on to Cliff St 
and follow the walking trail out to the end of Long Point.
Middle Beach (500m return) – 25m to the right of the corner 
of Yarai and Cliff St is the car park and the only access stairs 
to Middle Beach. There is no through way for hiking. 

Short Point to Short Point Beach car park (2km) - 
walk down onto Short Point Beach and immediately 
connect with the Mundooi Trail on the far left near the 

lake (look for interpretive sign). A Lion’s sign and a Mundooi 
trail marker signal the way between the lake and sand dunes. 
As you leave the lake there is a junction on the left with the 
Back Lake – Mirador trail (the alternate trail if the Lake is open 
to the sea). Keep right. Climbing up through the tea trees you 
come to a viewing platform that looks back over Short Point. 
The trail parallels the back of the vegetation in the dunes 
through a coastal reserve below housing through to Short 
Point / Tura Beach car park.

Short Point Beach / Tura Beach car park to Tura 
Headland car park (2.5km) –  from the car park which 
is off Surf Circle, head straight past the Lion’s sign 

along the promenade of trees for about 100m and descend 
onto Short Point Beach / Tura Beach. Walk 2km north towards 
the far end of the beach. (Ignore the set of stairs 1 km up the 
beach). Just before the final bay of sand a rocky cliff meets 
the beach on your left. The gully before it marks the steps 
to the Coastal Reserve trail up the ridge to Headland Drive. 
There are trails that connect on the right and left – ignore and 
continue in a direct line up the ridge. At the road turn right on 
Headland Drive for 100m to Tura Headland car park.
SIDE TRAILS
Tura Headland (1.6km return)  – this scenic return walk takes 
you to one of the most rugged headlands on the Sapphire 
Coast. There is a natural rockpool on its northern side.

Tura Headland car park to Dolphin Cove (1.5km) - 
from the northeast corner of the car park connect with 
the Coastal Reserve Track north through the tea trees 

to Dolphin Cove and viewing platform. Midway there is a small 
stand of tea trees in the middle of the track with some side-
tracks that lead up to houses on your left. Keep to the right 
downward track. 

Dolphin Cove to North Tura Rd car park (1km) - 
descend the stairs onto North Tura Beach and walk 
north towards Bournda Island. About two thirds of 

the way along the beach, behind the first small dunes and 
400m from Bournda Island, find the set of timber stairs that 
climb off the beach up to North Tura Rd car park and viewing 
platform. (If you miss them, there are another set closer to 
Bournda Island.)

North Tura Rd car park to Hobart Beach Campground 
(3km) - walk north along the trail to the headland 
overlooking Bournda Island. Descend to Bournda Beach 

and walk 200m on the beach. Behind the dunes on the left, 
fencing and a wooden ramp indicate the trail to Bournda 
Lagoon car park. From the car park walk up the road 50m and 
turn right on the road towards Bournda Beach car park. After 
50m, turn left past the locked gate on the wide trail to Hobart 
Beach Campground for an overnight camp, or pick up point.
SIDE TRAILS
Sandy Creek Trail (6km return) – access from North Tura car 
park or Bournda Lagoon car park. The trail passes through 
coastal habitats that fringe Bournda Lagoon and crosses a 
small creek. The trail can also be an option if Bournda Lagoon 
is flowing out to the sea and too deep to walk across.
Scotts Bay (3.6km return) – follows west along the shores of 
Wallagoot Lake from Hobart Beach Campground to Scotts 
Bay picnic area and Scotts Hut. The reconstructed hut was 
built in 1890 in slab cottage style with a corrugated iron roof 
and wooden walls and flooring.

Hobart Beach Campground to Wallagoot Gap (2.5km) 
- from Hobart Beach Campground follow the trail east 
back to Bournda Beach and north to Wallagoot Beach 

(the northern corner of this long beach). The trail heads up a 
set of stairs through the dunes mid way back on the northern 
headland, towards the lake. 

Wallagoot Gap to Kianinny Bay (9km) - connect with 
Kangarutha Track past Games Bay, White Rock, Boulder 
Bay and onto Kianinny Bay. In a number of gullies you 

may need to seek out cairns or markers to find the trail. At 
White Rock you meet the access road and the trail continues 
left off the road 50m down the hill.

Kianinny Bay to Tathra Headland (1.8km) - behind 
the Kianinny boat ramp area climb the metal stairs and 
trail to Chamberlain’s Lookout. 50m up the road from 

the lookout on your right connect with the Tathra Walking Trail. 
This follows the coast to Tathra Headland arriving at an open 
grassed area that is the Pig & Whistle Lookout.

Tathra Headland to Tathra Wharf (500m) - connect 
with the fully accessible Tathra Headland Walk and 
follow it to Tathra Wharf.
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LAKE CROSSINGS
Note – after heavy rain lakes can be flowing out to sea. Hikers should 
consider tides and big seas in crossing any flow from Back Lake and 
Merimbula Creek at Short Point and Bournda Lagoon and Sandy Point 
Creek at south Bournda Beach. There are trail options to walk around 
these potential outflows.

Short Point Back Lake / Merimbula Creek - if unable to cross the 
outflow walk via Short Point Road, Spencer Park to Munn St where a 
bridge crosses the creek and a trail goes around the back of Back 
Lake connecting to the Mundooi Trail and continuing north. 

Bournda Lake / Sandy Creek outflow - the Sandy Creek Trail goes 
around the back of Bournda Lagoon and connects with the Bournda 
Lake car park.

Merimbula

Public toilet

Car access

Campground


