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“Saved by the Bell”

An expression from the 
17th century that describes
people saved from being
buried alive by using a coffin
with a bell attached. If they
were buried but later revived,
they could ring the bell and
be saved from an unpleasant
death, thus, someone would
be "saved by the bell". The
devices were real; "safety
coffins" were registered in
the 19th century.


