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Do you have Good News to Share  
for the newsletter? 

 

About happenings at Dover UCC or celebrations in your life. Please send to Amy 
Storms (amy-storms@att.net or 314-704-7534). Pictures appreciated but not required.  

Congratulations and best wishes  
to Dan Read and Ashley Herzog, who have  
announced their engagement.   

Adam Jakubiak and Martin Ryan engagement  
Adam Jakubiak and Martin Ryan are engaged to be 
married. No date yet. We wish them every happiness.  

Georgeann Yonkers and Dave Fedak engagement   

 

Georgeann Yonkers and Dave Fedak are engaged to 
be married. No date yet. We wish them every  
happiness. 

mailto:amy-storms@att.net
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New Michael DeLauro film  
has Cleveland premier  

November 6 in Westlake  

Our own Emmy award winning producer  
Michael Angelo DeLauro has a new  

documentary set in Westlake.  
 

“Out of Bounds (No Penalty)” follows a 
group of men in a golf repair shop. More 

than a film about golf, it's a celebration of  
community, memory and the bonds that  

endure over time.  

The Fleshers welcome twins, Henry and Weston  
John, Kayleigh and big sister Emma Flesher are 
excited to welcome Henry and Weston to the 
family!  Grandma Loreen and great 
grandmother Carol Riordan are overjoyed, too. 
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Disaster supplies 
Disaster buckets - The congregation's response to our bucket 
boards was awesome! We have filled 10 buckets (with a few supplies 
still coming before the Aug 30 deadline) with supplies to spare.  
 
Disaster school supply bags- There is also a need for school  
supplies after a disaster. We have 25 bags and lists of what school 
supplies should be included in each bag. A church mouse went out ex-
plaining the bags and what we need. The deadline is Sept 12. Bags 
are in Thomas Hall. 
 
Hygiene kits and period packs-The  JP Mission team has ordered supplies to fill 
these kits and will pay for them with the Mission budget. After they arrive, an assembly 
line during coffee hour will sort them into bags. This would be a Sept (or later) project.  
 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace  

On Saturday Sept 12 at the Rocky River Home Depot, 21669 Center Ridge Rd, from 8-

11:15 am, Sleep in Heavenly peace will have a session to build bed parts to be  

delivered later. Heather Harris has more details. Register online at: 

OH-Cuyahoga W - Sleep in Heavenly Peace.   

We are hoping a group from Dover will be there.  

 

 

Greater Cleveland Congregations  
Dover has rejoined GCC. Their next meeting is Aug. 27.  

 

 

Peace, 
Judy Brizzolara and Amy Storms, co-leaders  
on behalf of 
Just Peace Missions Team 

https://shpbeds.org/chapter/oh-cuyahoga-w/
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Parlor Renovation 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
The Calling & Caring Committee is spearheading the effort to update the 
church parlor through memorial gifts we have received. Our church parlor 
is a special place where we gather for fellowship, celebrations, meetings 
and meaningful moments together, so we are excited to move forward. We 
plan to give this space a new, updated and  
welcoming look. 
 
To complete this project, we will need additional support. We are asking 
our church family to consider thoughtfully and prayerfully making a finan-
cial contribution to this project. Every gift, large or small, will help us 
create a more comfortable space for our church family and guests. 
 
If you would like to contribute, please designate your gift to the Parlor 
Renovation Fund. 
 
Thank you for your generosity, love and support of our church. Together, 
we can make the parlor an inviting, beautiful space. 
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We have two services every Sunday morning, one 
at 8:15 AM in our chapel, which is a more informal 
service, and the second at 10:00 AM in the 
sanctuary, where you will hear a variety of music 
styles from contemporary praise to traditional 
hymns.  Pastor Melinda Quellhorst’s message is sure 
to inspire.   
 
Our 10:00 AM service is also live-streamed on 
Facebook (Dover Congregational UCC) and on the 

home page of our website, https://www.doverucc.org.  Recorded services 
will be available on our website under the ‘Worship” tab immediately after 
the service. 

Join Us For Worship 

Faith Formation and Faith Explorers are in full swing.  
and our children are learning about prayer and 

kindness.  Come grow with us—there’s something for 
every age! 

 
  Any questions—please contact Jacquie DelMonte.  

440-463-6460. 
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Howdy partners! 
 

Join us Sunday, September 13 for  

Faith Formation kick-off.   

Ms. Jacquie has lots of great things 

planned for this year! 
 

After church will be our  

RODEO ROUNDUP picnic—lots of fun 

and games for everyone, and tasty grub 

at the chuck wagon.   
 

Bring a covered dish to share and a chair 

and be ready for a good time! 
 

Be sure to wear your cowboy hat and 

boots. 

YEE HAW! 
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Break The Stigma, Save Lives-  
September is National Suicide Prevention Month 

 
Every September marks National Suicide Prevention month– 
an opportunity to raise awareness and start difficult conver-
sations about preventing suicide, supporting those affected 
by suicide, and making mental health resources more acces-
sible. National Suicide Prevention Month sparks discussions 
and support, therefore saving lives. For those who are 
struggling with a mental health crisis, remember that you 

are not alone and that seeking help when you need it is okay! 
 
According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), suicide claims tens of thousands of 
lives each year, making it one of the leading causes of death in the United States. 
These unnecessary tragedies can be prevented as the stigma surrounding mental 
health lessens and support resources become more available.    
 
Why Suicide Prevention Month Is Important 
One of the most prominent challenges surrounding the topic of suicide is the stigma. 
Mental health issues are commonly misunderstood or minimized, leaving individuals 
feeling isolated, ashamed, and struggling in silence. Suicide Prevention Month promotes 
starting open and honest conversations that normalize asking for help when needed. 
Nobody should have to face their unseen challenges alone. 
 
Along with making suicide less of a taboo subject, it is important to identify common 
warning signs that an individual may be struggling with a mental health crisis. Things 
like mood changes, expressing negative thoughts or actions, feelings of hope-
lessness, and withdrawal from activities once enjoyed can all be signs of a 
mental health struggle. It is crucial to recognize these signs both in yourself and in 
others, and to seek the necessary help. 
 
What Does the Semicolon Mean For Suicide Awareness? 
You may have seen the semicolon icon associated with National Suicide 
Awareness Month. Project Semicolon is a non-profit organization built up-
on the idea that, in literature, a semicolon signifies the place where an 
author could have ended the sentence but chose to continue. This mean-
ingful idea has taken many forms, including tattoos, clothing, stickers, 
and more, as a reminder to those struggling that they are not alone. 
“A semicolon is used when an author could’ve chosen to end their sen-
tence, but chose not to. The author is you, and the sentence is your life.” 
– Project Semicolon  
 
How You Can Support the Cause 
Preventing suicide and mental health issues is a fight that involves every individual. 
Whether you are experiencing a mental health crisis, know someone who is struggling, 
or want to help support your community, you can make an impact on erasing the stig-
ma behind mental health.  
 
Below are some ways you can be an ally to those in need, share important resources, 
and participate in difficult conversations. 
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Educate yourself and others 
Being knowledgeable about the warning signs of a mental health crisis can help you 
recognize when someone needs support. Being aware can help you gently steer them 
in the direction of the support they need. 
 
Share helpline information 
Sharing information about helplines and resources on social media, with friends and 
family, and in your community can be a simple way to spread awareness about mental 
health. A silent share can be extremely helpful for someone who may not feel comfort-
able asking for help. Knowing the resources, including the free and confidential 988 
Suicide and Crisis Hotline can save a life.  
 
Listen without judgement 
If someone trusts sharing their inner thoughts and feelings with you, it is important to 
listen without judgment. It takes significant courage to open up and share internal 
struggles with another person, so it is important to practice active listening, empathy, 
and make them feel comfortable. 
 
Check in with loved ones 
Finally, frequent check-ins with loved ones show them that they have someone who 
cares about their well-being. Connecting with your friends and family can have a posi-
tive impact on your mental well-being and on those around you. For someone who is 
struggling mentally, small acts of kindness can make a big difference. It may 
take only a few minutes for a conversation, a smile, or a compliment to 
change a life.  
 

Information taken from UnitedCareInstitute.edu 
Please see attached PDF for more information on Suicide Facts from SAMHSA 

 
Blessings and Prayers, Julie Kiefer RN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: I will be checking blood Pressures on 9/13 

this month- Picnic Day!! 
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September 2026 

 6 13 20 27 

Altar  
Flowers 

 Dody 
Chadwick 

  

 
Coffee  

DiLauros PICNIC  Shaughnessy 
English 

Liturgist Eileen 
Schultz 

Joan 
Brickley 

Judy  
Brizzolara 

Gary  
Burkey 

ARTICLES / PICTURES FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION 
OF DOVER VOICES ARE DUE: 

MONDAY, September 21st 

Please send all submissions to: 

doverucc44145@gmail.com  before that date. 

                       Mark your calendar! 
 
 
9/12:  Sleep in Heavenly Peace bed building; 
           Rocky River Home Depot 
 
9/13:  Rodeo Roundup—Faith Formation kick- 
           off and church picnic 
 
9/27:  Greater Cleveland Congregation meeting 
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My Friends 
By 

Fredrik Backman 
 

Monday, Sept. 21, 2026   
7:00 PM   Dover Parlor 

 
 
  

“...an unforgettably 
funny, deeply 
moving tale of four 
teenagers whose 
friendship creates a 
bond so powerful 
that it changes a 
complete stranger’s 
life twenty-five 
years later.” 

 

We Need No Wings 
By  

Ann Davila Cardinal 
 

Monday, September 14, 2026 
12:30 PM     Parlor 

 
  
 
“We need more novels 
that deepen our 
understanding of 
these later stages of a 
woman’s life and put 
wings of hope on our 
hearts. . .” 
Julia Alvarez 
 

Monday Afternoon Book Group Evening Book Group 

 

SOME SEPTEMBER READING SUGGESTIONS 
  

September is like a second New Year—it is not fall in full. . .not yet!  
September is for books for reset season, campus life, ambition, work,  
cultural re-entry, sharpened weather, and the first edit of fall.  Enjoy! 

 
Autumn by Ali Smith:  Friendship, aging, political fracture, art, memory, 
language, and the strange sensation of living through a country changing 
shape beneath one’s feet. 
 
This One is Mine by Maria Semple:  a September book because it begins 
where many beautiful lives begin to fail: not in deprivation, but in  
dissatisfaction.  A life that appears to have solved everything—naturally, it 
has not. 
 
Old in Art School: a Memoir of Starting Over by Nell Painter:  Painter, 
a distinguished historian and retired Princeton professor, enrolls in art 
school in her sixties, pursing a FBA and MFA and entering a world that 
does not always know what to do with an older Black woman who refuses 
to ask permission to become an artist. 
 
The Displacements by Bruce Holsinger:  A novel about class, race,  
bureaucracy, family and the terrifying speed with which one’s idea of 
“home” can be erased. 

 



 16 

 

Rev. Mindy Quellhorst ................................. Pastor 

Rev. Scott Patterson ...................... Pastor Emeritus 

Jamie Kunselman ........................... Music Director 

Nichole Fehrman ....................................... Organist 

Julie Kiefer, R. N.  ............................. Parish Nurse 

Serving the Church 

Judy MacKeigan ...................... Council Moderator 

Terry Chadwick .............. Council Vice Moderator 

Sharron Wilkins ............................... Council Clerk 

Liz Emmer ................................ Council Treasurer 

Jane Coil ................................ Office Administrator 

 

                                     For Your Information 

The generosity of our congregation is evident every single day.   If 
you are mailing in your pledge to the church office or a donation to 
another ministry, please indicate on the “Memo” section of the 
check, e.g. pledge, Denison food pantry, Calling & Caring, etc. 
 

The Dover website (doverucc.org) 
provides an easy link for making 
online donations--one-time, recurring 
or to special funds.  You can make a 
notation in the “Note” field:  if you are leaving a memorial--
who the donation is in memory of, etc.  OR -- you can scan 
this QR code with the camera on your phone or a QR reader 

app and be directed to our giving page on our website.  Contact Jane Coil if you have any 
questions how to use the online giving feature.  doverucc44145@gmail.com 

Hospital/Home Visits 
 
Please notify the church office at 440-871-1050 if you are admitted to the hospital so a 
phone call or visit from  our parish nurse Julie or a member of the Calling & Caring 
committee can be arranged.  When you are recovering, Julie and members of the Calling 
& Caring committee  are available to give you a call; just call the church office to let 
them know you desire a call.  We are not notified by hospitals of admissions.  

Please notify the church office if you have a change of address, telephone number(s) or a 
new email address.  A church directory is emailed quarterly to congregation members, and 
we would like to have the correct information for you! 

Have a concern or question for Church Council?   
Meet your Church Council Members. 

 
                           Moderator - Judy MacKeigan 
                      Vice Moderator - Terry Chadwick 
                               Clerk - Sharron Wilkins 
                                 Treasurer - Liz Emmer 
 

Members at Large: 
Lucy Bufkin, Judy Brizzolara, Sandy Burkey, Reggie Pratt, Noreen Thompson, Scott Thompson 

 Ex-oficio Members: 
Rev. Mindy Quellhorst 
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Open and Affirming Statement 
 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.  We affirm that 
God’s grace is available to all.  We welcome people of all ages, genders, races, views, abilities, sexual 
orientations, expressions and identities, ethnic, educational and economic backgrounds into the full life 
and ministry of our church.  We declare this in the name of God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, welcomed all 
people into God’s circle of grace. 
 

Approved by the congregation September 21, 2008 
Additions approved by the congregation April 13, 2014 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened 

 
~ Prayer Requests---Please pray for God to be with these individuals, and for them to feel God’s presence in 

the midst of their concerns: 
 

Sandy Aber, Amanda & Elizabeth (Ruth Kroll’s daughters), Karen Bellebuono (Friend of Mary Ann & Joe 
Brizzolara and Judy Brizzolara), Janet Leopold-Caden (friend of Judy & Dave MacKeigan), Mark Chomoa 
(Rae-Rita Chomoa’s son), Russell Choma (Rae-Rita Chomoa’s son), Gail Cordy, Betty Correll (Sandy 
Burkey’s mother), Gerard (Friend of Kevin Kurth), Katie & Kristi, Nick & Sue Keserich (Friends of Peggy 
Montgomery), Gary Mitchell (Friend of Kevin Kurth), People of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, Gaza, Myanmar/
Middle East, Venezuela, and Haitian people of Springfield, OH, Roger Polefko (Friend of Kim & Ken 
Delfing), Bob Pozwick (Pat Houser’s brother), Jeff Stewart (Roger Stewart’s brother), David Stewart (Roger 
Stewart’s brother), Holly Stout (Mother of friend of Carolyn Emmer), Kathleen Tuthill, Family of Kurt Wiant 

Matthew 11:28 

2239 Dover Center Road 
Westlake, OH  44145 

440-871-1050 
doverucc.org 

                                                                     Just Peace Covenant 
 
As a Just Peace church continuing the work of Jesus, we commit to work toward a world where all persons are 
treated with dignity and equality, where societies are structured in ways that promote the well-being of all 
people, and where conflicts are resolved through communication and negotiations, without resorting to 
exploitation or violence.  We strive to embody these principles in our lives and witness as individuals and as a 
congregation. Our specific focus is: Just Peace in the community- so that all may live free from fear. Just 
Peace with the Earth – so that life is sustained.  Just Peace in the marketplace- so that all may live with 
dignity.  Just Peace among nations- so that human lives are protected.  Through our worship, programs, and 
outreach we seek to be a community of reconciliation, hope, and courage as we work for peace and justice in 
our world. 
 
                                                Adopted and approved by congregation September 14, 2025 


