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Hello TFDA Members & Friends, 

It’s hard to believe that Summer is coming to an end already! I hope you all 
have enjoyed it. This year’s convention was one for the books! Thank you 
to everyone that played a part in making it happen. The McNeeley’s were 
great hosts, and of course Bob, Dawn, Greg, Eric, Rosemary and countless 
others did not leave any detail unnoticed. I always look forward to seeing 
everyone, catching up and sharing stories of our amazing profession. The 
auction was the most successful it has ever been, and I truly appreciate 
everyone that donated as well as purchased items. This is our biggest fund-
raising event that plays a key role in keeping our PAC fund strong. The golf 
tournament was so much fun, and the best part was seeing Ali Ridgeway 
out drive all the men! I want to congratulate our incoming board members as well as the incoming 
TFSSC President, Matt Kreidenweis. I look forward to strategizing with you and the other board 
members to better what is already an amazing association. We have set the dates for our Fall 
District meetings, and I am looking forward to seeing you there. Middle: Monday, September 25, 
2023, Farm Bureau Expo Center, Lebanon, TN. West: Tuesday, September 26, 2023, Jackson Country 
Club, Jackson, TN. East: Thursday, September 28, 2023, The Chop House, Kodak, TN. The seminar 
will be presented by Brad Kuchnicki with the Independent Funeral Group.  The topic will be “OSHA: 
Bloodborne Pathogens and Ethics.” (TN State approved for 3 CEU’s). The district meeting program 
will be “Legislation Goals 2023 – 2024.” (TN State Approved for 2 CEU’s). We are so blessed to have 
Jay Bucy, with Capitol and 5th Public Strategies as our TFDA Lobbyist. He is very educated on what 
is going on with the ever-changing legislation and policies that can and do affect this great pro-
fession. We are often asked, “What can TFDA do for you?” Not only is it the best networking avenue 
for our profession, but it is also the best way to stay educated on the most current happenings in 
our profession as well as to know what is going on legislatively. Our Governmental Affairs 
Committee is very active, and they work very hard to protect this profession as well as the 
families we serve. I’m looking forward to working alongside them this year. In closing, it was truly 
an honor to be installed as your incoming President for the 2023-2024 year. Having my mother, 
Pam Stephens be there to install me will forever go down as one of the best days of my life. To 
follow in hers and my grandfather, Clyde Stephens footsteps, both former TFDA Presidents is an 
absolute honor. I know you all feel the same when I say that what we do for a living is not a job, 
but a blessing to be able to serve others and make a positive impact on people’s lives on a daily 
basis. May God bless each and every one of you. Thank you for allowing me to serve as your TFDA 
President.  See you all very soon!

Respectfully,
Mandi Goodrich, 2023 – 24 TFDA President

The Tennessee Funeral Directors Association Board of Directors and Staff are here for you.
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Weaver Funeral Home
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BOARD MEMBERS
Jack Farrar, CFSP
Farrar Funeral Homes
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Find us on Facebook

Our Mission:
To be the Tennessee Funeral Professional leadership advocate, through
communicatin, education and legislation, thereby empowering the
licensed funeral professional the ability to serve at the highest level. 

VICE PRESIDENT
Mandi Goodrich
Williamson Memorial 
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services
3009 Columbia Avenue
Franklin, TN 37064
Phone: (615) 794-2289
Email: mandi@
williamsonmemorial.com

DIRECTOR MIDDLE
Matt Sowell
Oakes & Nichols, Inc
P.O. Box 1015
Columbia, TN 38402
Phone: (931) 388-4711
Email: matthewsowell6
@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR MIDDLE
Jim Cortner
Moore-Cortner 
Funeral Home
300 1st Avenue 
North West
Winchester, TN 37398
Phone: (931) 967-2222
Email: jim@
moorecortner.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Taylor Moore
Dyersburg Funeral Home
420 Highway 51 Bypass
Dyersburg, TN 38024
Phone 731-285-3021
Email: dyersburgfh@
gmail.com 

SECRETARY-
TREASURER
Greg Rush
Jim Rush Funeral Home
220 Wildwood Avenue
Cleveland, TN 37311
Phone: 423-472-4555
Email: golfingfd@
gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT
Brent McNeeley
Brent McNeeley
Walters Funeral Home, LLC
509 E Central Ave
Lafollette, TN 37766
Phone: 423-562-2424
Email: Brentmcneeley@
bellsouth.net

NFDA AT-LARGE 
REPRESENTATIVE
Chris Christian
Christian Sells 
Funeral Home 
P.O. Box 775
Rogersville, TN 37857
Phone: 423-272-0555
Email: chris@
christiansells.com

NFDA AT-LARGE 
REPRESENTIAVE
Bobby Steven Spann
Spann Funeral Home
1961 Highway 48 North
Dickson, TN 37055 
(615) 446-1123
Email: spann@
guptoncollege.edu

DIRECTOR WEST
Terry McCreight
McCreight Funeral 
Home
160 Hornbrook Street
Dyersburg, TN 38024
Phone: (731) 286-4810
Email: tmccreight2000@
yahoo.com

DIRECTOR WEST
Joseph Thomas
Shackelford Funeral 
Directors
340B Monroe Avenue
Memphis, TN 38103
Phone: (731) 607-0549
Email: joseph.thomas@
shackelfordfuneraldirec
tors.com

DIRECTOR EAST
James Staton
Decatur Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services
163 Arrants Avenue
P.O. Box 605
Decatur, TN 37322
Phone: 423-334-3661
Email: Decaturfuneral-
home@gmail.com

DIRECTOR EAST
Dennis Bridges
Bridges Funeral Home
5430 Rutledge Pike
Knoxville, TN 37924
Phone: (865) 523-4999
Email: dbridges@
bridgesfuneralhome.com

                            

Exclusive Premier PartnerFuneral Fund Financing

Tony W. Hysmith, CFSP
Shackelford Funeral Directors - Casey Chapel
P.O. Box 66
Henderson, TN 38340-0066
Phone (731) 989-2421
Fax (731) 989-9213
twhysmith@bellsouth.net

Brad Ridgeway
Ridgeway Funeral Home
201 Dunlap Street
P.O. Box 788
Paris, TN 38242
Phone (731) 642-2121
Fax (731) 642-4833
Ridgewayfh@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Robert W. (Bob) Batson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ASSISTANT
Dawn Elliott

Tennessee Funeral Directors Association
1616 Church Street, Suite A, Nashville, TN 37203

(615) 321-8792
Bob@tnfda.org • Dawn@tnfda.org

office@tnfda.org

TFDA LOBBYIST
J.A. Bucy

CAPITOL & 5TH PUBLIC STRATEGIES
615-417-3826

https://matthewsaurora.com/
mailto:office%40tnfda.org?subject=
http://www.tnfda.org
https://www.securitynational.com/


3

A Salute to Service
Sunday, June 25, 2023
REVEREND ZACH LLOYD
Interfaith Service with Rev. Zack Lloyd, Sponsored by

Thank you, Reverend  Zack Lloyd, for your time in being our 2023 TFDA Convention Chaplain. Rev. Lloyd 
was such an asset to the TFDA Convention as the Convention Chaplain.

VALERIE WAGES
Valerie Wages, “PERCEPTION BY YOUR COMMUNITY IS EVERYTHING IN DETERMINING IF YOU WILL 
SELCECTED OR NOT”,  HERITAGE FAMILY SERVICES SPONSOR 

Valerie Wages was such a benefit last year, we had to have her back. Thank you, Heritage 
Family, for sponsoring Mrs. Wages.

TERRY CAIN
“BEST PRACTICES FOR RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION WHILE 
ACHIEVING YOUR GOALS” SPONSORED BY THE MESSENGER 
CO. Everyone knows and loves Terry Cain. Thank you Terry and 
The Messenger for providing a great presentation. 

REVEREND ZACH LLOYD, CONVENTION CHAPLAIN 
Pastor of East LaFollette Baptist Church, LaFollette, 
Tennessee Motivational Speaker 
“IT’S AMAZING HOW GOD WORKS THINGS OUT”
Sponsored by TENNESSEE DONOR SERVICES

https://tennesseedonor.org/
https://tennesseedonor.org/
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TFDA Memorial Service, MESSENGER SPONSORING CANDLES, TUKIO’S SPONSORING THE 
MEMORIAL SERVICE VIDEO

Thank you Tukio’s for sponsoring the TFDA Memorial Service video. 

Exhibit Hall Grand Opening 
2023 Director’s Answering Service won the best decorated booth space! Thank you, Cindy Hutchinson, for 
sponsoring the convention lanyards and wallets! Director’s Answering Service earned a free booth space 
the TFDA 2024 Annual State Convention. Congratulations Director’s Answering Service!

                                  Director’s Answering Service

							              Music City Mortuary Service

http://www.tukios.com


888-336-8421     •     ambulanceandcoach.com   

1212 Jo Johnston Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

New • Pre-Owned • Leasing • In House Financing • Parts

Amb&Coach SalesAAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach Sales
Service Since 1964

AAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach SalesAmb&Coach Sales

Ambulance & Coach is proud to carry the  
best professional funeral vehicles built in the  
industry. It is an honor to assist you in choosing 
the funeral coach or limo that best serves your  
funeral home and  families. View Preowned  
vehicles on our website, contact us with  
your questions today. 

Cadillac XT6 S&S Presidential Six Door

Ellis Galyon 
615-481-8021 

Randy Garner 
479-459-3641 

Proud member of 

TFDA

w

TFDA Winter - Convention Ad 9-2022.qxp_Layout 1  9/29/22  4:47 PM  Page 1

http://www.ambulanceandcoach.com
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Make It Personal
At Batesville, we don’t cut corners. We personalize them.  

Choose from Image medallions, LifeSymbols® designs and more.

Shown: Montgomery casket with Butterfly 
decorative panel and Image medallion.

Make it personal at Batesville.com/FamilyChoices    
©2021 Batesville Services, Inc.

Clear Laminating Pouches
For Funeral Home 
& Cemetery Needs
•  I.D. & Business Cards
•  Prayer & Holy Cards
•  Memorial Folders
•  Bookmarks in Many Sizes
•  Body Tags and I.D. Inserts
•  Documents and Signage

Since 1974lamcraft.com   800.821.1333

Director's Answering Service;We allow you 
TIME to enjoy life outside of the funeral  home.

877-452-3857
cindy@1eca.com
www.directorsanswering.net

C i n d y  H u t c h i n s o n
D i r e c t o r  o f  S a l e s

HELPING YOU MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE

shop.dodgeco.com  800-443-6343
                            Connect with us                                          

Ken Collins
931-510-5015 

kcollins@dodgeco.com

https://www.batesville.com/
http://www.lamcraftdigitalmemories.com
https://www.directorsanswering.net/
http://www.bluffcityms.com
http://www.dodgeco.com
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Monday, June 26, 2023 
TFDA Business Meeting, honoring 50 Years of Service plaques.
Congratulations to the recipients of their 50 Years of Service:
Charles Higgins, Higgins Funeral Home, Fayetteville, TN 
Daniel Howard Ewton, Sr., Ewton Funeral Home, Dunlap, TN

Jimmy G. Swift, Hunter Funeral Home, Sparta, TN                          Keith D. Pettit, Murphy Funeral Home, Martin, TN

Donald S. Haynes, Stevens Mortuary, Knoxville, TN                         Charles M. Jenkins, Weatherford Mortuary, Oak Ridge, TN

TFDA Joint Luncheon
Presented by Glenn Jacobs, Knox County Mayor presenting “LIGHTING THE WAY FOR OUR FUTURE.” 

Mr. Glenn Jacobs, “Kane” did an excellent job with his presentation. His 
perspective on being a WWE superstar to the Knox County Mayor. 

Monday Night Event with Auctioneer, Randy Nash, Sumner Funeral & 
Cremations, Gallatin, TN. Randy did an excellent job raising money for the 
TFDA PAC Fund.  Eric Carpenter, Auction Chairman, also did a wonderful 
job bringing in the items and organizing it all. We raised record numbers! 
Thank you all who donated! 
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2023 TFDA SILENT AUCTION
Item							       Donated by			   Winner	
Hand Carved Wooden Cross				    Ridgeway Funeral Home		  Danny Hurt		
Hand Carved Kitchen Utensil Basket #1		  Ridgeway Funeral Home		  Dale Layne		
Hand Carved Kitchen Utensil Basket #2		  Ridgeway Funeral Home		  Terry Cain		
Craftsman Drill Set					     McCreight Funeral Home		  Guy Winstead		
Clifty Farms Country Ham				    Ridgeway Funeral Home		  Sharron Jeffers	
“Bowls of Fun” Basket				    Oaks & Nichols Funeral Home	 Mattie Moore		
Kitchen Basket						     Oaks & Nichols Funeral Home	 Mandi Goodrich	
“Cup of Comfort” Basket				    Yarbrough Mortuary Service		  Sharon Jeffers		
Florida Sunshine Basket				    Director’s Answering Service		  Terry McCreight	
Wooden Mini Casket					     Cripple Creek Casket Co		  James Staton		
Wooden Welcome Sign				    Ridgeway Funeral Home		  Lisa Toombs		
Holiday Cooler & Drinks				    Karnes & Son Funeral Home		  Emily Layne		
Christmas Table Set					     Karnes & Son Funeral Home		  Michael Smith		
Doggie Basket						     Karnes & Son Funeral Home		  Mattie Moore		
“Let’s Get Cooking” Basket				    Williamson Memorial FH		  Addison Jeffers	
Choice of Size - 3 Cosmetic Bulbs			   Applied Lighting Solutions		  Bob Bell		
YETI Cooler (White)					     Precoa Insurance			   Justin Jeffers		
Olive Oils & Popcorn Basket				    Bob Childress				    Leslie Yates		
Eagle Statue						      Jerry Griffey				    Wilson Thomas	
Ladies Purse						      Mike Black / Crain Sales		  Holly Cortner		
Ladies Clutch (Brown)					    Mike Black / Crain Sales		  Wilson Thomas	
Men’s Card Wallet (Black)				    Mike Black / Crain Sales		  Lisa Toombs		
Men’s Card Wallet (Brown)				    Mike Black / Crain Sales		  Lisa Toombs		
“Fun at the Pool” Set					    Williamson Memorial FH		  Bob Bell		
“Tennessee’s Best” Goodies Basket			   Pam Stephens & Tim Kalthoff		 Sharon Jeffers		
“A Day in the Garden” Package			   Pam Stephens & Tim Kalthoff		 Pam Stephens		
Soft Cooler / Snacks					     Shields					    Leslie Yates		
$50 MasterCard Gift 					     Tukios					     Langley Marlin		
“Don’t Lose Your Cool” Package			   Taylor Moore Family			   Addison Jeffers	

2023 TFDA LIVE AUCTION
Item							       Donated by			   Winner	
One Week Condo Stay - Panama City Beach, FL		  Jim Cortner				    Marc Sims		
 							       Jim Cortner				    Guy Winstead		
Rocking Chair 						     Cripple Creek Casket Co		  Justin Jeffers		
Side Table						      Cripple Creek Casket Co		  Paula Womack		
Bat							       Cripple Creek Casket Co		  Marc Sims		
Wooden Easel						     Cripple Creek Casket Co		  Dale Layne		
Commodore Hotel & Kayak Package			  Young Funeral Home			   Bob Bell		
Matthews Aurora 18ga / Freedom Midnight Blue		  Matthews Aurora			   Marc Sims		
50” Television						      Matthews Aurora			   Dale Layne		
58” Television						      Wilbert Vault of TN			   Fred Adomat		
Casket Spray & Flower Urns - #1			   Karnes & Son Funeral Home		  Jim Cortner		
Casket Spray & Flower Urns - #2			   Karnes & Son Funeral Home		  Briley Bell		
YETI Cooler (Red)					     Precoa Insurance			   Marc Sims		
YETI Cooler (Blue)					     Precoa Insurance			   Tony Sowell		

We would like to thank EVERYONE that participated in this year’s auction! 
Not only did we have fun, but raised money for the TFDA PAC Fund 
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Tuesday, June 27, 2023
Golf Tournament at Towhee Golf Club, Sponsored by: 
SECURITY NATIONAL LIFE 

WILBERT VAULTS OF TN SPONSORS LUNCHEON

The 2023 TFDA Golf Tournament was a great Ali Ridgeway, Brad Ridgeway’s daughter, pictured below was a 
golfer to be reckoned with! She won the Longest Drive! Congratulations Ali!

The annual TFDA Convention Golf Tournament was held 
at Towhee Golf Club in Spring Hill this year. Over 40 
golfers enjoyed a beautiful day thanks to Jay Slatton 
of Security National and a wonderful lunch afterwards 
thanks to Danny Hurt of Wilbert Vaults. The team of 
President Brent McNeely, Eli Ridgeway, Greg Rush, 
and Jay Bucy shot 13 under par to win the event while 
Ali Ridgeway won the prize for longest drive on the day. 
A special thank you to our sponsors and all those that 
participated this year.
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“CREMATION: THE NEW EMBALMING”, Brad Kuchnicki, Executive Director, 
and Christi Moon Robbins, The Independent Funeral Group SPONSORED 
BY THE INDEPENDENT FUNERAL GROUP

TFDA Grand Banquet 
ATLANTIC COAST SPONSORING 
DJ Darren B with Photo Booth 

Tennessee Funeral Directors Wall of Fame Award
2023

It has been stated successful funeral professionals unselfishly 
care for the communities they serve. This type of caring cannot 
be taught or learned; it is a natural talent with which they were 
born. Funeral professionals compare as a light in the dark for 
grief-stricken community members. TFDA considers recognizing 
members displaying these attributes, a true honor, an honor we 
have bestowed since 2006. TFDA proudly commemorates those 
who exhibit the traits of professionalism. Characteristics such 
as exceptional reliability, accountability, positive attitude, and 
respect for others, are always qualities to be celebrated.

While there are others with similar skills, this year’s recipient has 
given his time and talents by serving as District Director of the 
TFDA, TFDA President, has also devoted his time by serving as 
a board member on the TN Funeral Security, Inc., the for-profit 
branch of TFDA. This year’s recipient also recognizes the impor-
tance of the TFDA legislative effort and has been a major con-
tributor for many years. He has also raised his family to under-

stand what it means to be a funeral professional.  He went on his first call at 15 years old. His father had just 
opened his own funeral home and when the new firm received its first call, the new funeral homeowner had 
not yet hired an employee so his sleeping 15 year old son was his only option for assistance. They worked 
side by side for the next 56 years.

He is a graduate of John A Gupton College.

He is also a cemetery owner. His first monument sale was too big for him to set, he traded the monument to 
a recent widow for her husband’s septic tank truck. 

He is a United States Army veteran.

Later he and his wife bought a 30-acre hay field and started the County’s 2nd perpetual care cemetery from 
scratch.  

Jayden Avery, Terry and Patricia 
McCreight’s grandson, helping 

them move out of the hotel, 
after a great convention!

http://www.atlanticcoastlife.com
http://www.tifg.net
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Like many in this industry, his selflessness to serve his community has been his life’s work, always referring to 
it as his calling. Many years of leaving family vacations early because someone needed him or sitting on the 
phone for an hour in the middle of the night because a widow couldn’t sleep in her suddenly lonely house, 
walking hand and hand with a mother to view her unidentifiable son that was killed on a Navy Ship, watching 
his family go off to church without him because he had a Sunday funeral to prepare for, because that is who he 
is.   If you drive his truck around town, you better just go ahead and wave at everyone because they are going 
to wave at you. A good friend and fellow funeral director who has known and loved our recipient for many 
years, refers to him as the governor of his home county. Being his town’s funeral director is just who his is. Most 
of his pictures as a young dad are with a white shirt and tie on because he was coming by the game in between 
visitations or the 5th grade graduation before a morning graveside but he always found a way to be his town’s 
funeral director and still show up for his own family. And now he carries his favorite title of all, Papaw.

The generosity shown for his profession is only surpassed by the kindness shown to his professional  
colleagues. This year’s recipient and his entire family are prime examples of people who care about their 
neighbor in need. No matter what the condition, always willing to shed any available light on the darkest 
situation. He and his family support TFDA and are always present at our annual convention.  They are TFDA 
true! Yes, this year’s recipient is an extraordinary individual. It is indeed my privilege to present the TFDA 
2023 Funeral Professionals Wall of Fame award to Mr. Richard Jeffers, of Jeffers’ Funeral Home & Cremation 
Care of Tennessee, in Greeneville, TN.

Presented by Tony Hysmith and Jack Farrar at the TFDA Annual Convention, June 27, 2023

Tennessee Funeral Directors Wall of Fame Award
2023

The Tennessee Funeral Supply Sales Club would like to thank TFDA 
for allowing the TFSSC time to recognize a very special member of 
our Sales Club. This member we recognize tonight is a Past President 
of the TFSSC and permanent “Honorary Member” of the TFSSC. This 
member has been seen by his peers as being a person of high integrity, 
superior trust and an impeccable standard for being helpful to all those 
around him. He is a person that has been of great service to those 
that serve for many, many years. He now joins the Sales Club’s ranks as 
“One of the Best”. The Wall of Fame Recipient 2023 is:  
Mr. JAMES “JIM” BYRD

Born in 1944, Jim grew up in his home State of Mississippi. He started 
working in the late 19602s after serving his country in Vietnam. After 
returning home, Jim started a family and was blessed with 5 Children 

(Joy Devorn, Pam Olds, Tripp Byrd, Tallie Byrd and Jamie Andrews), 8 grandchildren and to date —5 great 
grandchildren.

In 1975, Jim went to work for West Point Casket Company as a Manufacturing Manager. % years later -  
he became a Sales Representative for West Point working the Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas and Illinois 
territories. Around 1990, Jim was named President of the Company before it was sold to York Casket  
Company in 1999. He worked for York as the Regional & National Sales Manager until he left the casket  
industry to buy a furniture Company in 2002. In 2013, Jim returned as a Sales Rep for Matthews/Aurora  



13

and retired for good in 2017. Jim currently lives in Prairie, Mississippi - next to daughter Jamie and her 2 
children. Jim lost his loving wife Lucy to cancer in 2022.

As stated, Mr. Jim Byrd is a Past President of the TFSSC. His son Tripp has followed in his dad’s footsteps as 
not only a Sales Rep for Matthews/Aurora, but also 1 of only 2 members in the TFSSC’s history to serve as 
President following their father’s tenure as President years earlier.

Ladies and Gentleman, Thank you again, in allowing us the honor of installing Mr. Jim Bryd as:

Thank Yous H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H 
Independent Funeral Group, donation of $10,000 
Fred Adomat and Paula Womack, East TN Mortuary, Knoxville, TN, taking and organizing convention pictures.
Linda Yarbrough, Yarbrough Mortuary Service, Jackson, TN, taking and organizing convention pictures.
Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions, Gold Sponsor 
Gensis Whole Body Donor Program, Gold Sponsor
Security National Life Insurance, Gold Sponsor and TFDA Golf Tournament Sponsor
Heritage Family Sponsor of Valerie Wages, Seminar Speaker
The Messenger Sponsor of Terry Cain, Seminar Speaker
Tukios Sponsor of the Memorial Service Video
Glenn Jacobs, Knox County Mayor, Seminar Motivational Speaker
Rev. Zach Lloyd, 2023 TFDA Annual Convention Chaplain
Tennessee Donor Services Sponsor of Reverand Zach Lloyd, TFDA Convention Chaplain
Brad Kuchnicki and Christi Moon Robbins Independent Funeral Group Sponsor Seminar Speakers
Wilbert Vaults of Tennessee Sponsor TFDA Golf Tournament Lunch
Eric Carpenter, TFDA Auction Committee Chairman
Rosemary Harrison, TFDA Memorial Service Chairman
Roger Balentine, TFDA Convention Committee
Brad Ridgeway, TFDA Convention Committee
Sims Family their help in the Live Auction and the Convention Committee

Please forgive us if there is anyone left out. You all are appreciated!
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WHAT’S HOLDING

YOU BACK?

LET SNL SHOW YOU A BETTER WAY.      
Visit PreneedSuccess.com

Get in the game with 
Preneed results that 
pack a punch. 
Security National is 
your better way to 
preneed success.
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Security National Life Insurance Company 
MAIN 801.264.1060  |  TOLL FREE 1.800.574.7117  |  WWW.SECURITYNATIONALLIFE.COM 

433 ASCENSION WAY, SUITE 600, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84123  |  PO BOX 57220, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84123 
Please visit www.SecurityNationalLife.com/privacy for a complete copy of our privacy statement. 

Security National Life Insurance Company Endorsed by the Tennessee Funeral 
Directors Association (TFDA) as Preferred Preneed Provider.  
  
Security National Life Insurance Company is pleased to announce its new relationship with the Tennessee 
Funeral Directors Association. This endorsement aims to provide funeral professionals across Tennessee with 
access to Security National’s preferred preneed insurance products and services.  
  

“I’m excited about our endorsement opportunity with the great funeral professionals in 
Tennessee! We are equally as excited about the ability to partner with the TFDA to continue to 
provide unparalleled insurance funded prepaid funeral products and marketing support solutions 
to fit each potential funeral home’s wants and needs.”   
  
- Guy V. Winstead, VP of Sales, Security National Life Insurance Company.  

  
The benefits of this new partnership include.  
  

• Preneed products and services tailored for TFDA Membership 
• Customized marketing solutions for partner funeral homes 
• Exclusive C&J Financial funding rate   

  
“C&J Financial is thrilled to partner with the TFDA as the endorsed supplier for insurance 
assignment funding. With Security National’s pre-paid funeral products, with C&J’s Quick Claim™ 
assignment funding and TFDA exclusive discount rates, this partnership provides the ultimate 
funding solutions for its members.”   
   
- Jamie Meredith, Executive Vice President, C&J Financial  
 

Security National Life Insurance Company is a market leader in preneed insurance products and services. We 
are a publicly traded company (NASDAQ: SNFCA) that provides strength and security for more profitable 
prepaid funerals. Our company has enjoyed impressive growth over the past few years and is ahead of last 
year's record-breaking sales.  Let's share our success together.  More information available at 
www.snlpreneed.com.   
  
Jay Slatton is the Area Sales Manager for Tennessee. Jay lives in Gordonsville, Tennessee with his wife, Leann, 
and two daughters, Ally Beth, and Ava Grace. Jay is a funeral director, embalmer, and licensed insurance 
producer. He has been very active in the Tennessee Funeral Directors Association and a Past President of the 
Upper Cumberland Funeral Directors Association. He currently serves on the Board of Directors for 
Tennessee Funeral Sales and Supply Club. Jay is active in his community through youth sports with his 
daughters and has served on the City Council for 6 years. He is a member of the Carthage Masonic Lodge 
#14 and attends Grant Missionary Baptist Church. Jay and his family are avid Vanderbilt Commodore fans and 
enjoy camping in their free time.  
  
The Tennessee Funeral Directors Association is a nonprofit organization that seeks to provide Funeral 
Professionals advocacy through communication, education, and legislation; thereby empowering the licensed 
funeral professional the ability to serve at the highest level.  
  
For more information, please contact Jay Slatton by email JayS@snlpreneed.com or by calling (615) 418-6276  
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ATLANTIC COAST LIFE INSURANCE / 
GRAND BANQUET DJ & PHOTO BOOTH

BATESVILLE CASKETS / 
BRONZE SPONSOR

DIRECTORS ANSWERING SERVICE / 
CONVENTION LANYARD’S

GENESIS WHOLE BODY DONOR 
PROGRAM /GOLD SPONSOR

HERITAGE FAMILY SERVICES 
SPONSORS VALERIE WAGES

MATTHEWS AURORA FUNERAL 
SOLUTIONS /GOLD SPONSOR

NATIONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
ASSOCIATION / COPPER SPONSOR

 

SECURITY NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE / 
GOLD SPONSOR & TFDA GOLF 

TOURNAMENT

THE MESSENGER COMPANY / 
MEMORIAL GIFTS /

TERRY CAIN SEMINAR

TUKIO’S / MEMORIAL SERVICE VIDEO

WILBERT VAULTS OF TN / TFDA GOLF 
TOURNAMENT LUNCHEON

Sponsors

Director’s Answering Service
877-452-3857

http://www.atlanticcoastlife.com
https://www.tukios.com/
https://www.messengerstationery.com/
https://www.heritagefamily.com/
https://www.batesville.com/
https://www.directorsanswering.net/
https://www.genesislegacy.org/
https://matthewsaurora.com/
https://nfda.org/
https://www.securitynational.com/


 1-800-334-2697

 MYHEARSE.COM

V I E W  O U R  CO M P L E T E  I N V E N TO RY  AT  M Y H E A R S E . CO M                        

Scan this code with your smartphone’s 
camera to visit our Youtube channel 

for new vehicle video tours: 

Since 1969, we’ve been the trusted transportation partner for family-owned funeral homes.
Browse our latest inventory of vehicles ready for you.

6-DOOR LIMO 

 PHOENIX PHOENIX R

 PHOENIX C 
MASTERCOACH 

MK LEGACY MK GRAND LEGACY MK COMBINATION MK GRAND LEGACY LIMITED  

M A S T E R  D E A L E R

PLATINUM & MK COACH

MK Lincoln Hearse (2 in stock)
28k miles

2017 Platinum Cadillac Limo 2022

Eagle Limo 
19,241 miles2013

Eagle Lincoln Limo (2 in stock)
10k miles

2015Eagle Limo 
10,359  miles2017 Eagle Cadillac Limo 2022

Eagle Limo 
29,578 miles

2014

Mk Lincoln Grand Legacy 2023

Superior Cadillac Limo
22,282 miles2008

https://www.myhearse.com/
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Ambulance & Coach Sales

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention

Ansercall

APPLIED LIGHTING SOLUTIONS

ASD

Atlantic Coast Life Insurance

Batesville Caskets

Bluff City Mortuary Services

CCP Industries Inc. 

Clark Grave Vault

Coats Clothing Co.

Crain MM Sales

Custom Air Trays

DeathCall, LLC 

Director’s Answering Service

Dodge Company

Eulogy Pens

Everly 

Express Funeral Funding

Federated Mutual Insurance Co.

Funeral Directors Life Insurance Co. (FDLIC)

Genesis Legacy Donation Foundation

Great Western Insurance Company

Hiscall, Inc.

Homesteaders Life Company

IFPA 

John A. Gupton College Mortuary of Science 

Jones Coach Sales

Legacy Touch

Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions

Midsouth Mortuary Service

Music City Mortuary 

PFA Tax & Accounting Professionals

Pierce 

Pontotoc Box Company

Precoa

Security National Life Insurance 

Shields Professional Vehicles

The Messenger Co.

The SumTotal

TN Army National Guard Military Funeral Honors

TN Donor Services

Tukios, Inc.

Westan Insurance Group

Wilbert Vaults of Tennessee

Yarborough Mortuary Services, Inc.

Exhibitors

http://www.ambulanceandcoach.com
https://afsp.org/
https://ansercall.com/
https://applied-lighting-solutions-inc.business.site/
http://www.atlanticcoastlife.com
https://www.batesville.com/
http://www.bluffcityms.com
https://ccpind.com/#/home
http://www.clarkgravevault.com/
http://coatsclothingco.com/
https://crainsales.net/
http://customairtrays.com
https://deathcall.net/
https://www.directorsanswering.net/
http://www.dodgeco.com
http://eulogypen.com
https://www.expressfuneralfunding.com/
https://www.federatedinsurance.com/
https://www.funeraldirectorslife.com/
https://www.genesislegacy.org/
https://www.gwic.com/
https://www.hiscall.com/
https://www.homesteaderslife.com/
https://ifpacare.com/
https://guptoncollege.edu/
https://www.jonescoachsales.com/
https://legacytouch.com/
http://www.auroracasket.com/
http://midsouthmortuary.com/
http://musiccitymortuary.net/
https://www.pfanow.com/
https://www.piercechemical.com/
http://www.pontotocboxcompany.com/
https://www.precoa.com/
https://www.securitynational.com/
https://www.myhearse.com/
https://www.messengerstationery.com/
https://www.sumtotalsystems.com/
https://tennesseedonor.org/
https://www.tukios.com/
https://westaninsurance.com/
https://www.wilbert.com
https://www.imortuary.com/funeral-homes/tennessee/jackson/yarborough-mortuary-service/


Discover Matthews Aurora™ Funeral Solutions.
Please contact us at 1.800.457.1111 to be connected with your Matthews Aurora 

Funeral Service Consultant.
MAFS-10659-2023 © 2023 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved. 

MATTHEWS® and MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation.

IF you want to 
generate more 
revenue with each 
cremation.
What is the Matthews Aurora™ 
Difference?

We are committed to providing the tools 
and training to help funeral professionals 
educate families about all of their choices 
for cremation. Our industry-leading 
cremation program, I’ll Remember You®, 
has proven success growing cremation 
revenue by promoting the value of funeral 
service along with a flexible, wide-
ranging merchandise selection to build a 
memorable farewell. Contact us today to 
learn how I’ll Remember You® can help 
grow your business while better serving 
your families.

https://matthewsaurora.com/solutions/marketingsolutions/ill-remember-you-cremation-program/
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Donna K. Vaughn, Vaughn Funeral Home, Spring City, TN, shared this picture of the 
Tennessee Funeral Directors and Embalmers Association 1906.

Congratulations Woodfin Funeral Chapel, recognized for 130 years of service along with 5 generations.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2023 TFDA FALL SEMINAR AND DISTRICT MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MIDDLE
Monday, September 25, 2023
Farm Bureau Expo Center, Lebanon, TN

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm TFDA Fall Seminar “OSHA Updates: Bloodborne 
Pathogens & Ethics” (TN State Approved for 3 CEU’s) Presented by Brad 
Kuchnicki, Executive Director, TN Independent Funeral Group

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Dinner and TFDA Fall District Meeting, “Legislation 
Goals 2023 – 24” (TN State Approved for 2 CEU’s) Presented by Jay Bucy, 
TFDA Lobbyist

WEST
Tuesday, September 26, 2023
Jackson Country Club, Jackson, TN

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm TFDA Fall Seminar “OSHA Updates: Bloodborne 
Pathogens & Ethics” (TN State Approved for 3 CEU’s) Presented by Brad 
Kuchnicki, Executive Director, TN Independent Funeral Group

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Dinner and TFDA Fall District Meeting, “Legislation 
Goals 2023 – 24” (TN State Approved for 2 CEU’s) Presented by Jay Bucy, 
TFDA Lobbyist

EAST
Thursday, September 28, 2023
The Chop House, Kodak, TN

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm TFDA Fall Seminar “OSHA Updates: Bloodborne 
Pathogens & Ethics” (TN State Approved for 3 CEU’s) Presented by Brad 
Kuchnicki, Executive Director, TN Independent Funeral Group

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Dinner and TFDA Fall District Meeting, “Legislation 
Goals 2023 – 24” (TN State Approved for 2 CEU’s) Presented by Jay Bucy, 
TFDA Lobbyist.

To attend the Fall Seminar and District meetings, you will need to bring your 
TFDA Membership card. Cost per TFDA member for all 5 CEU’s, including 
dinner is $50.00.

PLEASE REMEMBER, THIS IS ACTUALLY TWO COURSES.

THE 2023 TFDA FALL SEMINAR IS 3 CEUS, AND YOU MUST SIGN IN TO RECEIVE 
YOUR EARNED CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS.

THE 2023 TFDA FALL DISTRICT MEETINGS IS 2 CEUS, AND YOU MUST SIGN IN 
TO RECEIVE YOU EARNED CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS. 


