
     

  

Scholarship Applicant Summary 

 

 

     

  

Name: Daniel Blakeney Age at Graduation: 18 
 

 

  

Site: Home Campus Length of Stay: 7 years 5 months 
 

 

 

Post Graduation Plan: 2-Year College Placement Status: None 

GPA: 3.55 ACT Score: Not 

Applicable 

Planning Meeting #1: 85 Planning Meeting #2: 85 
 

 

 

School Name: Southeast Community College Current Employment: Boys Town 

SSM Model Category #: 3 Pell Amount $ 7395 
 

 

   

Extra-Curricular: - Varsity: Football, and Track. (2023-2026) 

- Junior Varsity Track (2023) 

- Junior Varsity Football (2022) 

- Junior Varsity Wrestling (2022) 
 

 

   

Leadership Positions: - Peer Disciple (2024-2025)  

- Captain (2023-2025)  
 

 

   

Major/Field of Work 

or Study: 

Welding Technology 

 

 

 

Post-Graduation Final 

Plan Details: 

After graduation, I plan to attend Southeast Community College to earn my Associate of Applied Science in 

Welding Technology, which I will enroll in in April 2026. Getting my Associate of Applied Science will bring 

me one step closer to the future I am aiming for. I plan to pay for my education with Financial Aid and 

scholarships I have applied for. 
 

 

 

What needs to be 

done to finalize my 

plan: 

I will receive an email from Southeast with details on my classes and my dorm room. 

 

 

 

Youth Identified 

Challenges/Barriers: 

The biggest barrier is I will get no help form my family back in Texas, in which I will need financial assistance, 

a car or transportation of some sort, and a phone and laptop to be able to contact Family members and 

Professors at school, and I will need the laptop to complete my assignments.   
 

 

 

Housing Plan: College dorm 

 

 

 

Outstanding Needs: I will need a car, phone, and a laptop to do my assignments. 
 

 

     

 















My name is Daniel Blakeney. I’m originally from Laredo, Texas, I have lived in Boys 
Town for seven years. Being at Boys Town has made a major impact on my life. I am involved 
in varsity football and varsity track, both of which have taught me to work hard, stay 
committed, and push through challenges on and off the field. After graduation, I plan to 
attend Southeast Community College to earn my Associate of Applied Science in Welding 
Technology, which I will enroll in in April 2026. Getting my Associate of Applied Science will 
bring me one step closer to the future I am aiming for. 

               Living in Boys Town has taught me many valuable lessons, but the most significant 
has been that success doesn’t just happen; you must earn it through effort and dedication. 
I came here at a young age, not knowing what I wanted for myself, but over the years, I 
realized that if I wanted to be successful and reach my goals, I would need to put time and 
effort into the program. Giving time and effort wouldn’t just mean going through the 
motions and getting it over with; it meant participating and staying committed to Boys Town 
even when things got hard. I would have to learn to listen and communicate with my Family 
Teachers and teachers at school when I needed help. The structure of Boys Town gave me 
the space to grow, and the expectations taught me responsibility. Along the way, I 
discovered that discipline and consistency are important. Through all the ups and downs, 
I’ve stuck with it, and now I see a future I’m proud to work toward. Everything I’ve learned 
here will stay with me long after I graduate. Boys Town helped me figure out what matters, 
learn how to trust people, and step up when it counts. 

               There have been many people who have helped me understand what it takes to be 
successful, but the ones who have helped me the most are Ray & Precious Williams, 
Coach Benda, and my mother. They have all been a big part of shaping me and helping me 
become who I am today. Ray & Precious Williams have been a big part of my life because 
they taught me skills I didn’t know growing up. So, when I arrived in Boys Town and they 
were my first house, things started changing for me the moment I started living with them. 
They were like my parents while I was in their home. Throughout the seven years, Precious 
has taught me many life skills that I will take with me for the rest of my life. One of them 
being, how to be responsible, and how to step up for myself. She also taught me to find 
myself and who I truly am. Ray has taught me many life skills, including confidence and 
independence. Both those skills have brought me a long way in my life, because growing up 
at home I didn’t have much confidence and when it came to school or activities, I would 
rather stay in the background than be involved in the moment, make memories, and have 
fun. They have both been a big part of helping me become who I am, I am very grateful for 
them. Coach Benda has been a big part of helping me understand by teaching me how to 
have a good work-ethic and how to have good self-motivation. He has taught me that 
success doesn’t just show up in your life; you must earn it somehow and put effort into it so 



that you can achieve your goals. The most important supporter in my understanding of 
being successful has been my mother. She has been with me through the best and the 
worst days of my life. She has always told me to keep my head up and smile. She is my role 
model in life; she has taught me everything I know about the world and everything I need to 
do to be successful. The biggest thing she has taught me is that I need to have faith and 
trust in God, and that everything will fall into place when it needs to – it's just a matter of 
time. I am so grateful for being able to spend my experience with these people at Boys 
Town; they have done so much for me and have taught me so much. 

               There are a few obstacles I suspect I will come across in the future, for which I am 
well prepared for thanks to Boys Town. The first obstacle I might have in college are having 
rules in my dorm or in class, which I will follow like I have been taught to in Boys Town. I will 
follow them to keep my classmates and me safe while working with fire and flammable gas. 
Another obstacle I will face is leaving my family behind in Texas. I will need to learn to build 
new, strong relationships with other people, like my friends or new people who come into 
my life. The last obstacle I will face is that I will have a lot of time and freedom to do things I 
like, which I will need to learn to make a schedule of things I need and want to do, and with 
that I will need to prioritize the needs before the wants. 

               These are some steps I have taken to prepare myself for life after Boys Town. What I 
have done to prepare myself responsibly are, I have asked my Family Teachers if I can start 
cooking for myself to get in the habit of taking care of myself and being responsible. I have 
also asked for a budget planner to keep track of things I get with the money I have earned 
from working, so that I can learn to budget my money and not spend it on unnecessary 
things. What I have done to prepare myself academically for college is I have learned the 
skill of prioritizing, which will help me get my needs done and make sure they get done on 
time and with quality of work. Boys Town has taught me to make sure my academics are 
good before doing anything else, like hobbies or activities of any sort. Success means a lot 
to me. I want to be the first in my family to be financially and economically stable. I will do 
whatever it takes to get there, and I am looking forward to having Boys Towns support in 
guiding me to be successful and reach my dream of becoming a successful man. Thank 
you for giving me the opportunity to apply for Boys Town Scholarships, and I am grateful for 
having Boys Town by my side all these years, Thank you. 

 

AI was used for editing, grammar, and structure assistance. 
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