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Nov 30th Bulletin 1st Sunday of Advent

  

 Whether you are visiting, recently moved here or are returning to your Catholic faith, we want to
welcome you to Our Lady of the Ozarks. 

Our parish is committed to inviting and supporting every parishioner to become a disciple of
Christ, building His Kingdom through prayer, fellowship and service to others. 

 We look forward to meeting you and encourage you to connect with the people and ministries of
our parish community. Please call the parish office and let the friendship begin.

Serving with the joy of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Welcome Blessings

Weekend Mass Time: 
Sunday 8:30 am                                      
Weekday Mass Times: 
Wed & Fri - 9:00 am

Our Lady of the Ozarks Mission
Statement

We are called to walk with Christ, serving
with joy, love and mercy.  We bring our
talents and shortcomings, our histories,
and our hopes.   

But most of all, we bring our shared faith
and love of Jesus.  We are blessed to
belong to Our Lady of the Ozarks
Catholic Church.
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Sacrament Preparation

Have questions regarding the Sacraments or seeking information
about the Catholic Church? 
Please contact the Office / Dcn. Dan.

Marriage: Requires at least six months advance notice for preparation
and scheduling. (If you have been married before, an annulment may
be necessary.) 

Infant/Youth Baptism: Your family needs to be registered in the parish
and it is necessary to have had class / catechesis regarding baptismal
preparation.

OCIA Adult Baptism/Confirmation: Interested in becoming a Catholic
or are a Catholic adult who has not been Confirmed?  Let’s talk about
your next steps.

Visitation of the Sick: If you know someone who is homebound and
desires Communion, call Deacon Dan. Anointing of the Sick: please call
Our Lady of the Lake Church (417) 334-2928 and request to speak to a
priest.

Date                 Mass Intention                                        Lectors                                                                 Gift Bear
Sun 11/30        Phil Harter +                                     Tom / Craig                                               Knights of Columbus
Wed 12/3        Dee Walton +                                      Nancy                                                                          
Fri 12/5            1  Friday Deceased Souls                  Kayst

Sun 12/7          Sakowicz Family +                       Craig / Hunter                                             The Huffman Family and  Paul Lautenschlager
Mon 12/8         Barbara Hein +                            Marilyn / Charlene                                                                        
Wed 12/10      Lester Droste +                                     Kay
Fri 12/12           Perez Family +                                   Nancy

We pray for those who are ill, those in despair, and the homebound. We
ask for the heavenly intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. May she
envelope them with her maternal protection.

For parishioners; for health-related issues: Denny & Darlene Bissell,
Mary Bloomgren, Kenny & Penny O’Connor, Kathy Strader, Leonard
Gross, Debbie Davis, Gary Hickox, Arlis Stillings, Tom Kinsella and Mary
Little.

For family & friends: Sandy Schumacher’s brother, Kirk and niece Lisa,
Carolyn Townsend’s husband Bud, Patt Strom’s niece Shannon and
granddaughter Jennifer, David and Carol Sanchez’s nephew Julian, Gary
Hickox’s wife Sharon, and Carla Schmitz’s brother in-law Roger.

Our homebound includes those in care facilities: Janice Elledge, Ann
Forster, Mary Lamp, Trini Scholefield, and Joyce Stenger.
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Safe Environment - Report Abuse

If you suspect or have a concern regarding misconduct or abuse, use the Report Abuse online access via the Diocesan wepage,
www.dioscg.org. then click on Report Abuse, and/or call the Director of Child and Youth Protection: William Holtmeyer, 
417-866-0841

Prayers Requested from Parishioners

   Parish Calendar of Events

Sun 11/30     9:45 am    OCIA – Initiation rehearsal in worship space
Wed 12/3                       No Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hour
Sun 12/7       8:30 am     Celebrating the Catechumens & Elects entry into the Church
Sun 12/7       9:45 am     Parish Advent / Christmas Party
Thu 12/11      6:10 pm    Knights Rosary with business meeting starting at 6:30pm

Check each week for updates as things do change.

http://www.dioscg.org/
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By Deacon Dan Vaughn
Hey Deacon!

Advent is one of the most beautiful and meaningful seasons in the Catholic Church, yet it’s often
overshadowed by the hustle and bustle of Christmas preparations – shopping, setting out a “calendar” of
hidden chocolates, and untangling strings of Christmas lights. Advent can seem more like a four-week journey
on a whirlwind roller coaster rather than a season of waiting and longing for the Messiah.
 
The word Advent comes from the Latin ad-venire, meaning “to come to” or “arrival.” It marks the beginning of
the Church’s liturgical year and spans the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. While many think of it simply
as a countdown to December 25, Advent is much more than that—it’s a sacred time of waiting, hope, and
preparation.

 At its heart, Advent is about preparing for the coming of Christ in three distinct ways. First, we remember His
first coming over 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem, when the Son of God took on human flesh to save us.
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Advent aims to rekindle "ancient expectancy of the
Messiah … by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming."
 
Besides reflecting on Jesus’ role in salvation history, we also prepare our hearts for His coming into our lives
here and now—through prayer, the sacraments, and acts of love. And finally, we look forward to His second
coming at the end of time, when He will return in glory to judge the living and the dead. 
 
This threefold focus makes Advent a season of both joy and solemnity. It’s a time to rejoice in the gift of
salvation, but also to reflect on our lives and turn back to God where we’ve strayed.

 The Symbols of Advent
 
One of the most recognizable symbols of the season is the Advent wreath. Traditionally made of evergreen
branches, it holds four candles; three purple and one rose. The purple candles represent penance and
preparation, while the rose candle, lit on the third Sunday (Gaudete Sunday), symbolizes joy as we draw
nearer to Christmas. Each week, the lighting of a new candle reminds us that the Light of the World is coming
closer.
 
Other traditions include the Advent calendar, which helps mark the days until Christmas, and the Jesse Tree,
which tells the story of salvation history through symbols and Scripture. These practices are not just
decorative—they are meant to draw us deeper into the mystery of God’s plan.

 Living Advent Well
 
In a culture that often rushes straight from Thanksgiving to Christmas, Advent invites us to slow down. The
Church encourages prayer, Scripture reading, and acts of charity during this time. Many Catholics attend daily
Mass, pray a novena (St. Andrew Prayer), or take part in reconciliation to prepare their hearts.
 
Fasting or simplifying our lives during Advent can also help us focus on what truly matters. By resisting the
urge to fill every moment with noise and activity, we make space for Christ to enter.
 
Advent is not just a prelude to Christmas—it’s a season with its own beauty and purpose. It teaches us how to
wait with hope, how to prepare with intention, and how to welcome Christ not only into our homes but into
our hearts.
 
When we embrace Advent fully, Christmas becomes more than a single day of celebration—it becomes the
joyful culmination of a season spent drawing closer to the One who is our greatest gift.

Why Advent, Why it Matters 
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Advent & Christmas Novena Prayers

“So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the
Son of Man will come.”

 
This week we hear that ominous Gospel passage where Jesus tells us about
people being taken from where they are and what they are doing when they
least expect it, while others remain. This has been distorted by some for
support into a spectacular idea of rapture, leading to many books and movies.
A profitable genre has been created that sometimes preys on people’s fears.
 
But in following Jesus Christ, there is no fear. What we are called to do is live
each day as it were our last. Be mindful of all the opportunities around you to
share love and the gifts God has given you. We will all be held accountable in
the end, but it is not what we have done that will save us. Our salvation lies in
the grace freely given to us by Jesus. When we choose to receive that gift
and intentionally follow him, we are led to giving over our entire being totally
to him.
 
This Advent, let’s not allow ourselves to be caught up in all the craziness of
the season, but instead give ourselves over to God to use for his glory. The
Incarnation born in a manger is calling you. Have no fear!
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Have Extra 2026 CALENDARS???
We are collecting 2026 calendars for the
Forsyth Nursing and Rehab.  Last year these
calendars were a big hit with the residents.
There is a basket on the table near the CAM
basket to place your calendars.
Thank You! 

Wednesday, Dec. 10  th

10:00am & 6:30pm

You Are Invited 
To Join

Tony Melendez & Family

Our Lady of the Lake

Tuesday, Dec. 9  th

10:00am & 6:30pm

We will begin with the Rosary, 
followed by Tony guiding us through a 

musical mission of Advent



https://www.pinegarbranson.com
Fletch@pinegarbranson.com

Darrel & Susan Bearden

Snapp Bearden 
Funeral  Home and Crematory

Ozarks Memorial Park 417-546-4757

Substance Use Disorder & Mental Health Treatment 
For the Whole Family

417-527-8877

To purchase an ad, contact: 
Mike Rivera mikerivera@ollbranson.com  417-527-4367

Advertising available

Advertising 
available

Advertising 
available
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Donate online
https://www.wesharegiving.org/app/giving/WeShare-20001679?tab=home
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