NOVENA TO THE CHRIST CHILD IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

To be said for nine days, beginning with Christmas Day.
Pray the Daily Novena Prayer, each day’s selection, and the Daily Prayer of Petition
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Daily Novena Prayer
Infant Jesus, so that we might become sons of God, you became a helpless little child. In homage, gratitude, and admiration,

we kneel before you. Though hindered by our sins, we know your love exceeds our frequent failures. Please help us, divine
Child, to appreciate the great mystery of your life, and assist us to remake our lives according to your word. By the intercession
of our Virgin-Mother, Mary most holy, assist us now in all our necessities.

Daily Prayer of Petition

In your loving kindness, Infant Savior, | beg your aid amid my own necessities and anxieties. All my cares | offer you in
humble worship and confidence.

Please be mindful, too, of the Holy Father, our Bishops, our Pastors, and all priests and religious who are shepherds of
our souls. Fortify them as you also strengthen and help our magistrates and civil rulers, and protect our country against its
enemies.

Assist and sustain all who suffer, the sick, and destitute, prisoners, and all who are in any way afflicted. Have pity, too,
most merciful Savior, on all who have not yet heard the good news of your salvation. Please send them apostolic missionaries.

Bless us all, Lord Jesus, and lead us safely to your heavenly kingdom. AMEN.

First Day
The Word of God: There was no room for them in the place where travelers lodged (Luke 2:7)

Reflection: No room in the inn for the Lord who made heaven and earth! No place except with the animals for the Savior of
men and his Virgin Mother.

Prayer: Infant Savior, you left the throne of heaven to share our life, to live as a human being. You became a helpless infant,
and asked your holy Mother and St. Joseph to share your lot among the poorest. Help us, Lord, by your example to understand
the depths of love for us that inspired your humble birth and to imitate your love of littleness in our own life. AMEN

Practice: If the Lord of creation chose to be so little, let us imitate Him today by accepting gladly one pain or trouble in our life.

Second Day
The Word of God: To His own He came, yet His own did not accept Him. (John 1:11)

Reflection: To love deeply, to offer one’s self in love, and to have it rejected, what greater trial is there in life?

Prayer: Infant Jesus, it was your infinite love that prompted your coming among us to share our lot as men, to be ready to live as
the poorest of men, and even to die as a common criminal. Please teach us to love as you did, and to take the risk of having
love rejected and being despised for your sake. Let your grace sustain me, your example inspire me, your teaching correct me.
AMEN.

Practice: Show special kindness, as Jesus did, to those who rejected Him by doing good to someone you love the least.

Third Day
The Word of God: The angel said to them: You have nothing to fear! (Luke 2:10)

Reflection: When we are very much afraid, as the simple shepherds were, let us remember the angel’s message, and trust in
God’s goodness.

Prayer: Sweet Babe of Bethlehem, God protected you as a child from the envy of Herod, and from the hazards of your infancy.
Please assist us in our weakness to place our trust in God’s provident care and love, protect us from the effects of our own sin,
and help us to be strong and unafraid. Increase our love of you, our obedience to your will, and our imitation of your example so
that amid all the trials of life we may place all our hope in you. AMEN.

Practice: Just once today put your own convenience and self-interest aside in order to do a deed of compassion for one of
Christ’'s needy brothers.

Fourth Day
The Word of God: All this is the work of the kindness of our God; He, the Dayspring, shall visit us. (Luke 1:78)

Reflection: 1t was our need that brought the Son of God from heaven to assume our fallen nature. he took pity on our misery
and helplessness.

Prayer: Little Lord Jesus, it is sin and its consequences that now afflict us. In your love you undertook to conquer sin and death
for us in your own person. Thus, you showed us the path to eternal glory, which we can only attain by following you faithfully.
Help us, powerful Babe of Bethlehem, to live as you did to overcome sin, and to do the Father’s will in all things. AMEN.
Practice: Just for today, try faithfully with Jesus’ help to do God’s will rather than to follow our own inclination.



Fifth Day

The Word of God: The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all men. (Titus 2:11)

Reflection: The Infant Jesus redeemed us just by taking on our fallen human nature, but His love for us was so great He gave
up His life as well.

Prayer: Infant Savior, how can we ever thank you or prove grateful enough for all you have done to rescue us from misery and
eternal death? You ask us only to sacrifice our own selfish desires and plans, and do whatever is your divine will for us. Help
us, please, to say as you did, “Let thy will be done,” for God’s will is our peace. AMEN.

Practice: Think of one action you can perform today that will please God, and help one of God'’s children as he has helped you.

Sixth Day
The Word of God: Let this be a sign to you: in a manger you will find an infant in swaddling clothes. (Luke 2:12)

Reflection: The Lord adorned the heavens with planets and stars, and our earth will plants and flowers, yet He rests in a cold
stable.

Prayer: Little Savior of mankind, you created the world and all that is in it by your plentiful power. By that same power you will
come to judge the world. But to save us and to win us you came in weakness and littleness to prove to us how with your
assistance, strength may be born in the powerlessness of love. AMEN.

Practice: Let us humble ourselves today to honor the Christ Child and to overcome our pride with the help of His grace.

Seventh Day
The Word of God: We found the child with Mary, His mother. (Matthew 2:11)

Reflection: The wise men took great trouble and spared no pain or expense in order to seek out and find the newborn king.
Prayer: How often, Infant Jesus, we are too tired, too careless, or too disinterested to come to worship you as we ought! Yet,
you wait for us, love us from afar, and send your grace to draw us to you. Help us, Lord Jesus, to be attentive to your voice, to
hasten to you in every need, and to adore you as the wise men did. Then, you will lead and guide us safely home again. AMEN.
Practice: We always can find Christ today if we seek Him in His temple, or among the poor and the lonely who are His special
care .

Eighth Day
The Word of God: Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her heart. (Luke 2:19)

Reflection: Our blessed Mother learned to appreciate the mysteries of Christ’s life just as we must by silent prayer and
reflection.

Prayer: Jesus, our Infant Savior, all you said and did in your life among us has meaning and purpose. Help us, then, to follow
your words and example and apply them each day in the circumstances of our own life. With your grace, and the intercession of
our Virgin-Mother Mary, may we grown in the knowledge and love of God by perfect obedience to your Commandments. AMEN.
Practice: Sit quietly for five minutes today and tell the Infant Savior in your heart that you wish to love Him perfectly.

Ninth Day
The Word of God: | come to proclaim good news to you — tidings of great joy. (Luke 2:10)

Reflection: Until we have some sense of the awfulness of sin, and of our own misery and wretchedness we will never rightly
value the good news of Christ.

Prayer: Infant Savior of the world, in your loving mercy, “guide our feet into the way of peace.” Amid all the cares and anxieties
of life lead us always along the paths of righteousness, for the sake of your name. You have completed the work of our
salvation, but make it effective in us who are so prone to stumble, and be diverted form our true path. Come to our aid. AMEN.
Practice: Resolve today for love of the Christ Child to forgive everyone who has ever tried to hurt or harm you in any way.



NOVENA TO THE CHRIST CHILD IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
+ To be said for nine days, beginning with Christmas Day.
«+ Pray the Daily Novena Prayer, each day’s selection, and the Daily Prayer of Petition

Daily Novena Prayer

Infant Jesus, so that we might become sons of God, you became a
helpless little child. In homage, gratitude, and admiration, we kneel before you.
Though hindered by our sins, we know your love exceeds our frequent failures.
Please help us, divine Child, to appreciate the great mystery of your life, and
assist us to remake our lives according to your word. By the intercession of our
Virgin-Mother, Mary most holy, assist us now in all our necessities.

Daily Prayer of Petition

In your loving kindness, Infant Savior, | beg your aid amid my own
necessities and anxieties. All my cares | offer you in humble worship and
confidence.

Please be mindful, too, of the Holy Father, our Bishops, our Pastors,
and all priests and religious who are shepherds of our souls. Fortify them as
you also strengthen and help our magistrates and civil rulers, and protect our
country against its enemies.

Assist and sustain all who suffer, the sick, and destitute, prisoners, and
all who are in any way afflicted. Have pity, too, most merciful Savior, on all who
have not yet heard the good news of your salvation. Please send them
apostolic missionaries.

Bless us all, Lord Jesus, and lead us safely to your heavenly kingdom.
AMEN.

First Day
The Word of God: There was no room for them in the place where travelers

lodged. (Luke 2:7)

Reflection: No room in the inn for the Lord who made heaven and earth! No
place except with the animals for the Savior of men and his Virgin Mother.
Prayer: Infant Savior, you left the throne of heaven to share our life, to live as a
human being. You became a helpless infant, and asked your holy Mother and
St. Joseph to share your lot among the poorest. Help us, Lord, by your example
to understand the depths of love for us that inspired your humble birth and to
imitate your love of littleness in our own life. AMEN

Practice: If the Lord of creation chose to be so little, let us imitate Him today by
accepting gladly one pain or trouble in our life.

Second Day

The Word of God: To His own He came, yet His own did not accept Him. (John
1:11)

Reflection: To love deeply, to offer one’s self in love, and to have it rejected,
what greater trial is there in life?

Prayer: Infant Jesus, it was your infinite love that prompted your coming among
us to share our lot as men, to be ready to live as the poorest of men, and even
to die as a common criminal. Please teach us to love as you did, and to take the

risk of having love rejected and being despised for your sake. Let your grace
sustain me, your example inspire me, your teaching correct me. AMEN.
Practice: Show special kindness, as Jesus did, to those who rejected Him by
doing good to someone you love the least.

Third Day
The Word of God: The angel said to them: You have nothing to fear! (Luke 2:10)

Reflection: When we are very much afraid, as the simple shepherds were, let
us remember the angel's message, and trust in God’s goodness.

Prayer: Sweet Babe of Bethlehem, God protected you as a child from the envy
of Herod, and from the hazards of your infancy. Please assist us in our
weakness to place our trust in God’s provident care and love, protect us from
the effects of our own sin, and help us to be strong and unafraid. Increase our
love of you, our obedience to your will, and our imitation of your example so that
amid all the trials of life we may place all our hope in you. AMEN.

Practice: Just once today put your own convenience and self-interest aside in
order to do a deed of compassion for one of Christ’'s needy brothers.

Fourth Day
The Word of God: All this is the work of the kindness of our God; He, the

Dayspring, shall visit us. (Luke 1:78)

Reflection: 1t was our need that brought the Son of God from heaven to assume
our fallen nature. he took pity on our misery and helplessness.

Prayer: Little Lord Jesus, it is sin and its consequences that now afflict us. In
your love you undertook to conquer sin and death for us in your own person.
Thus, you showed us the path to eternal glory, which we can only attain by
following you faithfully. Help us, powerful Babe of Bethlehem, to live as you did
to overcome sin, and to do the Father’s will in all things. AMEN.

Practice: Just for today, try faithfully with Jesus’ help to do God’s will rather than
to follow our own inclination.

Fifth Day
The Word of God: The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all

men. (Titus 2:11)

Reflection: The Infant Jesus redeemed us just by taking on our fallen human
nature, but His love for us was so great He gave up His life as well.

Prayer: Infant Savior, how can we ever thank you or prove grateful enough for
all you have done to rescue us from misery and eternal death? You ask us only
to sacrifice our own selfish desires and plans, and do whatever is your divine will
for us. Help us, please, to say as you did, “Let thy will be done,” for God’s will is
our peace. AMEN.

Practice: Think of one action you can perform today that will please God, and
help one of God'’s children as he has helped you.

Sixth Day
The Word of God: Let this be a sign to you: in a manger you will find an infant

in swaddling clothes. (Luke 2:12)
Reflection: The Lord adorned the heavens with planets and stars, and our earth
with plants and flowers, yet He rests in a cold stable.



Prayer: Little Savior of mankind, you created the world and all that is in it by
your plentiful power. By that same power you will come to judge the world. But
to save us and to win us you came in weakness and littleness to prove to us
how with your assistance, strength may be born in the powerlessness of love.
AMEN.

Practice: Let us humble ourselves today to honor the Christ Child and to
overcome our pride with the help of His grace.

Seventh Day

The Word of God: We found the child with Mary, His mother. (Matthew 2:11)
Reflection: The wise men took great trouble and spared no pain or expense in
order to seek out and find the newborn king.

Prayer: How often, Infant Jesus, we are too tired, too careless, or too
disinterested to come to worship you as we ought! Yet, you wait for us, love us
from afar, and send your grace to draw us to you. Help us, Lord Jesus, to be
attentive to your voice, to hasten to you in every need, and to adore you as the
wise men did. Then, you will lead and guide us safely home again. AMEN.
Practice: We always can find Christ today if we seek Him in His temple, or
among the poor and the lonely who are His special care .

Eighth Day
The Word of God: Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her

heart. (Luke 2:19)

Reflection: Our blessed Mother learned to appreciate the mysteries of Christ's
life just as we must by silent prayer and reflection.

Prayer: Jesus, our Infant Savior, all you said and did in your life among us has
meaning and purpose. Help us, then, to follow your words and example and
apply them each day in the circumstances of our own life. With your grace, and
the intercession of our Virgin-Mother Mary, may we grown in the knowledge and
love of God by perfect obedience to your Commandments. AMEN.

Practice: Sit quietly for five minutes today and tell the Infant Savior in your heart
that you wish to love Him perfectly.

Ninth Day

The Word of God: | come to proclaim good news to you — tidings of great joy.
(Luke 2:10)

Reflection: Until we have some sense of the awfulness of sin, and of our own
misery and wretchedness we will never rightly value the good news of Christ.
Prayer: Infant Savior of the world, in your loving mercy, “guide our feet into the
way of peace.” Amid all the cares and anxieties of life lead us always along the
paths of righteousness, for the sake of your name. You have completed the
work of our salvation, but make it effective in us who are so prone to stumble,
and be diverted form our true path. Come to our aid. AMEN.

Practice: Resolve today for love of the Christ Child to forgive everyone who has
ever tried to hurt or harm you in any way.

Novena to the Christ Child in the
Christmas Season



