Christian Education

September 6, 2024

“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 These words,
which | am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you
walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.” Deuteronomy 6:4—7
(Note 6:1-3 context of God’s command to Moses to “teach you, so that you may do...”
through generations and the promise of reward for obedience.)

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, immersing
(baptizing) them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of,
knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have
known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man
of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:14-17

Faculty Contact

Paul Birston paulbirston@glbc.ca (204) 471-7720 (cell/text)
Please contact me with your comments, suggestions, questions or if you would like to talk
about this course or your overall learning and ministry goals.

Course Description

Building on God’s commands to His people to keep His words on their heart and teach their
children (Deuteronomy 6:4-7), to the church to make disciples of all nations and teach them all
things Jesus has commanded them (Matthew 28:18—-20) and the complete sufficiency of
Scripture to teach, reprove, correct and train us (2 Timothy 3:14-17), this course explores the
many ways in which God has taught and prepares His people for this work.

The course aims to equip students to become effective Bible teachers and ministry leaders. It
examines the history of Christian education and the educational ministries of the church at all
age levels from young children to senior members and methods that are helpful for each stage
in life. The course examines the Biblical content, needs, aims and organization of the various
opportunities for teaching and edifying the church and those seeking God: Sunday morning
and evening, mid-week, home Bible studies, other small groups and 1:1 personal outreach.
The course discusses the practical challenges of recruiting, training, encouraging and retaining
volunteer workers and helps to establish criteria for self-evaluation and spiritual growth.
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Course Objectives
Bible

1.

Build our faith, knowledge and awareness of God and His Word as the foundation of
all learning and teaching, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge”
(Proverbs 1:7).

Survey Scripture from Genesis to Revelation examining the many ways God teaches us
directly through His Word, His Creation, His delegated servants and His providential
work in our lives (Philippians 1:6).

Learn from Jesus our Master teacher and Word incarnate of the many ways in which He
teaches in 1:1 personal encounters, small groups and larger audiences through
dynamic means: parables, narratives, questions, challenges, homework assignments,
compassion and meeting needs in sacrificial service to others (in Acts the miracles
opened the way for the preaching of the gospel and repentance; “our ‘miracles’ are
love”).

Elevate and restore God’s meaning of Torah and doctrine (teaching) to the high regard
which He means them to have in the hearts and minds of His people.

Review the major doctrines (teachings) delivered to us in God’s Word that form the
heart of Christian education and spiritual growth to maturity and service. Affirm the
eternal importance of the vocabulary and application of God’s Word without adding to or
taking away from it.

Understand and promote awareness of the integrated nature of the Old and New
Testaments and the ongoing value of the Hebrew Scriptures in teaching and living today
(cf. 2 Timothy 3:14-17).

In keeping with God’s commands (e.g. 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; 1 John 4:1-6),
develop awareness and discernment with respect to widespread false doctrines in
religion and misinterpretations of Scripture and how they impact the church.

Review resources that can help people understand challenging Bible passages and
passages that are clear but whose eternal truths are rejected by individuals and power
structures of secular western society.

Bible & Ministry

9.

Develop skills and approaches to team leadership with the church’s leadership and
members, including where available, elders, deacons, evangelists and volunteer
members, that will build a comprehensive and effective education ministry in the local
church that equips members for the works of service God has prepared for them
(Ephesians 2:8—-10; 4:11-16) and to be catalysts for church growth and renewal.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Teaching ministry is a joint responsibility of all God’s church members and functions
best when all members of the body of Christ work together cooperatively, supportively
and energetically through teaching and support through prayer, giving, encouragement
and hospitality. In keeping with Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:18-20 teaching is a
continuation of the ministry of Jesus, central to making disciples and feeding and
renewing the body of Christ. Encourage people to engage and use of their skills and
spiritual gifts in as many diverse ways as possible, “large” or “small,” they are all
important.

Understand and develop the relationship of teaching to other dimensions of ministry
including discipleship, preaching, evangelism, long and short-term missions, Bible
schools, worship, visitation, counselling, children’s ministry, youth ministry, adult and
seniors ministry and ministry to special needs children and adults.

Study the importance of education in the homes of Christian families and how the
church can support parents in their God-given responsibilities to educate their children
and be examples of living the ways and will of the Lord daily amidst the significant
pressures of the twenty-first century world. Given God’s concern for the poor and
marginalised, attend to those from difficult and broken homes. In light of Jesus’ and
Paul’s teachings (Matthew 19; 1 Corinthians 7) ways to support and encourage single
Christians of all ages in their spiritual growth and ministries.

Integrate into your teaching ministry all you have learned in Bible classes, college
classes and personal experience to invigorate your teaching and ignite the desire to
learn in others. A great teacher is a great student and a great listener (Jesus with
individuals in John, God with Adam and Eve). A teacher’s zeal and enthusiasm for God,
His Word and their subject can be contagious, inspiring others.

Survey the history of Christian education throughout church history from the early
church to the present including its specific history and application in churches of Christ
congregations and schools.

Learn various listening, learning and teaching styles and their relevance to the age and
cultural demographics of our local congregations. + Build understanding of God'’s given
four-fold nature of people (heart, soul, mind and strength) and the basics of cognitive
processes, psychology* of education and learning disabilities. (*The etymology of
psychology begins with psyche, soul.)

Develop skills in communication: fundamentals of speech and listening, audience
setting, engagement and group dynamics.

Develop Biblically sound, engaging and creative teaching materials and methods
appropriate for different age levels in your local congregation.

Develop skills in selecting and using published Bible teaching curriculum.

Develop your own study skills in the life-long pursuit of learning from God



19.

20.

21.

22.

(2 Timothy 2:15). Build your own library and bibliography of sound Biblical resources
that will serve you well over many years as you grow in your education ministry.
Understand the value of primary sources and the discerning use of secondary and
tertiary sources. + Reflect deeply on the importance of teaching to God and the great
responsibilities that come with it including living lives exemplary of God’s character He
builds into us and speaking His Word while controlling ourselves (James 3:1-2ff).

Develop skills in meditating upon and memorizing Scripture and help others to do the
same as a profoundly helpful means to deepen our knowledge and love of God (+ class
resources 40, 41 and 42).

Explore ways to recruit and train church members to become enthusiastic, effective and
engaging Bible teachers. Help teachers to develop their own Bible knowledge, spiritual
gifts (+class resource 14) and range of methods through personal study, workshops,
retreats and “sabbaticals.”

Examine the multi-cultural nature of churches in the first century and today to develop
awareness of others and approaches and methods for teaching cross-culturally.

Develop a Christian life that is exemplary of Christ, compassionate and caring in its
outlook and sensitive to others in their need to know God and become disciples of
Christ who will inherit eternal life through study, obedience, service and faithful holy
living (+1 Timothy 4:16).

Worldview

23.

24.

Articulate our Biblical worldviews and develop approaches to help church members of
all ages to understand their worldviews in Christ and live in accordance with God’s Word
and His view of His world.

Gain confidence in identifying the key dimensions of our Christian worldview based on
how God’s Word speaks to these questions and use these questions to analyze other
worldviews of people from other cultures and religions as a bridge to understanding and
communication of the gospel, the good message of Jesus’ death, burial and
resurrection:

Who is God?

What is the nature of external reality, the world around us? (i.e. real or an illusion)
What is a human being?

Where do we come from?

What happens to a person at death?

Why is it possible to know anything at all?

How do we know what is right and wrong?

What is the meaning of human history?

How do we perceive time? (i.e. linear, circular cycles, etc.)

0. Is the worldview/culture open or closed?

1. Is the centre of this worldview/culture its groups or individuals?

0Nk~



12. Where are we going, how does the world end?

25.  Articulate ways we by our thoughts, actions and words can graciously communicate
God'’s worldview to others to inspire them to know God and fulfil His purpose for their
lives:

But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and
a sincere faith. (1 Timothy 1:5)

Readings

Primary Source

The Bible

Secondary Source

Only selected chapters from:
Anthony, Michael J., editor. Introducing Christian Education: Foundations for the
Twenty-first Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001.
Available as a Kindle book.
See statement of caution about secondary sources at top of Bibliography. Read
all secondary sources critically to see whether or not they agree with Scripture.

Zoom Link

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88387046801 ?pwd=EX51QbFTwaraXYVMnflovp3S7jLvMO.1

Meeting ID: 883 8704 6801
Passcode: 980728

Online Class Resource Folder

Resources are uploaded to Populi “Files” folder.

Assignments

1. Bible Curriculum 35%
2. Class Presentation of 1. 5%
3. Research Paper 30%
4. Quiz 1 15%

5. Quiz 2 15%


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88387046801?pwd=EX5IQbFTwaraXYVMnflbvp3S7jLvMO.1

1. Bible Curriculum for one Quarter (13 Weeks)

Create a series of 13 lessons from one Bible book or pair of shorter Bible books (e.g. 1 and 2
Timothy) for a specific age demographic* that you can give in your local congregation. Use the
skills being developed in this course and your textual, historical ,interpretive and ministry
courses to research the Bible book(s) in-depth, including relevant background context material
to prepare your instructional material and class plans. Include specific application goals for
your students they can live out in practical service and spiritual growth. Format your curriculum
in a way that you could also circulate it to teachers in other congregations. (*You may also
prepare your curriculum for a multi-generational church group if this is more suitable for your
congregation.)

2. Class Presentation

Present an overview of your Bible curriculum in our class explaining your goals, methods and
desired outcomes for your students and how they may apply their lives to the Bible passages
you are teaching.

3. Research Paper

The paper is an opportunity for you to research a dimension of Bible education that interests
you and is relevant to your teaching ministry with God.

You can choose from any of the subjects in our course objectives or another subject of your
own choosing in discussion with me.

Length Your paper will be 8 to 10 pages (minimum), double-spaced, 12-point font
(bibliography, appendices or personal research, title page, etc. are over and
above the 8 to 10 page content body of your paper).

Application One fifth (20% or 1.5 to 2 full pages) of your paper should focus on application
(“so what now?”). What does this study mean for my congregation and me?

Sources Use a variety of reliable sources: Scripture, lexicons, conservative scholarly
books and journal articles.

Use a minimum of 12 scholarly sources including 3 scholarly articles.

| have access to the ATLA Religion Database with ATLA Serials through my
graduate school. If you need help, please let us know.

For this paper do not use Internet sites and do not include them in your
bibliography or footnotes. The purpose of this direction is to keep you focused on
high quality published and peer-reviewed sources that have the most value.

Form Follow SBL Handbook of Style, second edition (Society of Biblical Literature). If
you are unfamiliar with SBL please talk to me for guidance in their use.



The ultimate purpose of writing form is effective communication, particularly
communicating God’s Word credibly and convincingly with those you are trying to
teach and reach. Form counts for 10% of your grade.

This term you will audit the first five lessons of Introduction to Bible and
Research | which will help you with Biblical research and writing.

A preliminary review of your draft papers can be very helpful. Comments may be
helpful in completing your research, composition and application in good quality
form to most effectively communicate your insights. | will be pleased to review
your draft paper two weeks before the due date we agree upon.

Grading Research and use of sources 30%
Application (so what now?) 20%
Development of thought 30%
Clarity of Structure 10%
Correct Language & Form 10%

Quizzes

Two quizzes based on our text book and class discussions. You will find a study guide to help
you prepare in Populi Files resource titled “Quiz Prep Review Christian Education.”

Church of Christ Curriculum Resources

Gospel Advocate www.gospeladvocate.com

Sweet Publishing https:/sweetpublishing.com/

Twenty-First Century Christian www.21stcc.com

See also “A Christian’s Home Library” for further references and links.
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Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003.

*Flatt, Bill. Building a Healthy Family. Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate, 2001.

. From Worry to Happiness: You Can Cope Successfully with Guilt, Worry, Fear,
Sexuality, Tension or Grief. Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate, 1988.
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Press, 1998.
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Archer, Gleason L., Jr. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
1982.

. New International Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2001.
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. Reasons to Believe: A Survey of Christian Evidences. Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate,
2008. Available as a Kindle book.

Schroeder, Gerald L. and Zola Levitt. Genesis One: A Physicist Looks at Creation. Np:
Zola Levitt Ministries, 2014.

. The Hidden Face of God: How Science Reveals the Ultimate Truth. New
York, NY: Free Press, 2001.

Goal 7

In keeping with God’s commands (e.g. 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; 1 John 4:1-6),
develop awareness and discernment with respect to widespread false doctrines in
religion and misinterpretations of Scripture and how they seriously impact the church today.

Related Goals From Denominational Teachings and Practices

1. To affirm and increase our awareness of Scripture’s emphasis on sound teaching
(doctrine) and the ways Scripture is our guide and plumb line for assessing truth and
error (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; 1 John 4:1-6; 2 Peter 2:1; Jude 4).

2. Briefly review the broad sweep of church history and theology in general as one
important context for understanding denominational teachings and practices.
Recall charts on
* inspiration
» truth/tradition/theology [4 epistemic criteria]
 Baptism through 2,000 Years
* streams of denominational history.

3. Where necessary to understand reasons behind certain teachings and practices, briefly
examine the religious, social, political, economic and cultural forces that shaped the
complex reality of denominations and their teachings and practices.

4. Critically understand our own faith in light of Scripture, history and practice and
therefore enhance our appreciation of the New Testament church today as it lives by
God’s Word in faith, salvation, worship, leadership, service and evangelism.

5. To gain a deeper understanding of the religious traditions and doctrinal errors that
surround us in the 21st century world to equip God’s people for meaningful dialogue with
our religious and non-religious neighbours in the pursuit of the truth and their salvation
according to Scripture.

6. To align our faith, life and worldview completely with God and His Word.

Selected Bibliography on Teachings (Doctrine), Practice and Theological Terms
of Christendom
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The Bible is our primary source for understanding God’s teachings and His will for our
practices of faith that are pleasing to Him. The books in this bibliography are secondary

sources. As such they are non-inspired but are included as historical records and references

for understanding denominational teachings and practices. Their contents are not necessarily
in harmony with Scripture. Their inclusion does not signify endorsement or accuracy of all their

content.

Basic Resources for

* Worldviews

* World Religions

* Denominational Teachings

* Doctrinal Errors and their Development
* Church History in General

* Personal Experience
through Seeking God, Evangelism, Ministry
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From Courses on Sermon / Teaching, Evaluation Form
Key: + good V average — needs work

Content
Was the sermon focused

Was the text clarified
Was the subject significant

Organization and Structure

Introduction
Transitions
Conclusion
Movement

Language and Style

Interest

Clarity

Variety
Delivery

Familiarity with material
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Natural
Conviction
Eye contact
Distractions

Time

Great Lakes Bible College
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