
' $unday, September f 4, ?0?5 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Wjslcome & Announcements

{.-,ation Connection Have we really lost our way, in our rsle ae caretakers of God's Good Creation?
Have we allowed nun"rerous species of plants and animals become extinct, or pushed them to the very
edge of being abliterated from this planet? $adly, we have. Hut as Jesus, our Good $hepherd; loves'and
searches constantly for u$, rescuing us frorn the edge of every precipice, so loo He nnw stands ready and
willing to assist and enable us in a rescue mission cif unparalleled scope and importance, calling us daily
intosignificantaction",forgivingandinspiringsimu|taneously.

Lighting of the Christ Candle :

L: As we lignt this Christ candle, we remember that Jesus is the light of the world. and we are called to let
our|ightshin*beforeothers,bringinghopeand|oveirrtothe.darknes$'''
All: ttVe will.let Chriet's tight shine through us in all that vr/e $ay and *ll that wa do. Amen

:

Gathering Hymn *mVinq Graw, VU # 266
Amazing grace! 'Twa$ grace that Through many The Lord has When we've been
Hcw sweet ths taught my heart to dangers, toils and promised gcod to there

scund fear, snares, ffIo,, ten thousand years,
That saved a wretch And grace my fears I have already His Word my hope Bright shining as the
, like m*l {elieved; come; $ecures; $iln,
I once was isst, but tlow precicus did 'Tis grace that God will my $hietd We've na less days

now am found; that grace appeff.r brought me safe and Portion be, to sing God's praise,

Was blind, but now I The hour I first thus far, As long as life than when we'd first

J 
see. believed. oro 

flX;:Hf.'.-o 
endures, besun.

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer
l-: Here we are again, dear Lord, gathered ln Your name, in Your church, at what we think of as either the

very end af a long week, ancl a short weekend,
F: frr at the 'rery besinning, the very birth of a brand new week, fre*h wlth possibll*ties and hope*
L: Vt'e come tCI set aside and to prCIcess the matters and concerns which harre occupied aur th*ughts, day

. ancl night, and to esk for You to ease.and rqlease thei'n, as we bsv'/ oilr heads in.prayer tCI voli.
P: We sofns with open, contrite hearts, and yearning, questing rninds, s**$ting &{tswsrs t* qu*stion

that oniy ycu fully understand,
L: And to discover the yearnings, hopes, and concerns buried deep within our minds and hsarts, cf which

we are not fully aware,
P: But Youo Sl'r [*orcl, see *nd k*ow al!, heing 9ul!y avrlare of each of uc frsru tlre tims wf'len ws wsrg

knitted in our n'lother's w*ntbs, tlrrougtr s-'!l of Lur dayo and nlghts, uFl until now.
L: You unclerstand our fears, our self-imposed lirnitations, and our regrets, and offer through Your Grace to

lift them and all burdens up from our shoutders and or*r hearts.
AIi: trnspire and etrengthen us so that we hone*tly aErd sarnestly op*n our authentic selves to yotl,

now and always, r*ceive our repentance, end heal our wo{rnds, filling us with a sen$e of being
secu.rs in Your loving arm$, with hope for all of the days to conne. Let us worship aur Gad with
eagsr hea*s, nrinds, and voices! Hallelujah!!! Praise God. Anruen.

$*Iinietry of lHusic t$etreye

G.hildren's Ministry Lost

The Lord's Prayer spoken :

Hymn Thq fi,ina of L-ove. VU # 273 .



The King of love Where streams Perverse and
my shepherd is, of living water foolish oft I

Whose flow straYed,
goodness faileth My ransomed But yet in lave

never, soul he leadeth, he sought me,
I nothing lack if I And where the And on his

am his verdant pastures shoulder gently
And he is mine grCIw laid,

forever. With food And home
celestial rejoicing brought

. feedeth. me.

ln death's dark Thou spread'st a And so, thraugh
vale I fear no ill . table in my all the length of
Wth thee, dear sight, daYs
Lord, beside me Thy unction Thy goodness

Thy rod and grace faileth neve'
staff my comfart bestoweth, Good Shepherd,

still And 0 what may I sing thY
Thy cross before trandport of praise

to guide me. 'delight Within thy house
From thy pure forever!

chalice flaweth!

Offering Invltation & Prayer God's love is everywhere - let us reflect it to others. However we offer our
gifts, in person or through PAR, we clo so to share God's world-chenging love with those here in our
community, across Canada, and around the world.

All-embracing God, we prais* you for thre blessings of love and care that we have received. You do a
._new thing in each of us. Your Spirit enables us to do more than we can possibly imagine. So ,as we offer our
gifts, we ask that you bless them in Jesus' name, that others may understand and believe. Amen.

$cripture Readings
l Timathv 1:12-17 .:-
---ithtnk Christ Jesus, our Saviour, who has strengthened me, given me this work, and judged me faithful.
"l used to be a blasphemer, a persecutor, a violent man; but because in my unbelief I didn't know what I was
doing', I have heen treated mercifully, and the grace of our God has been granted to me in orlerflowing
measure. as was the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

Luke 15: 1-10

-Meanwhile, the tax collectors and 'th* sinners'were allgathering around Jesus to listen to his teachiny
at which the Pharisees and the religious scholars murmured, 'This person welcomes sinners and eats with
them.'

Jesus then addressed this parable to the: 'Who among you, having a hundred sheep and lcsing one of
th*m, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and search for the lost sne until it is found? And
finding it, you put the sheep on yCIur shouldeis in jubilation Once home, you invite your friends and
neighbours in and say to thern, lRejoice with me!" I have found my lost sheep!' I tell you, in the same way
there will be more joy in hcaven CIver one repentant sinner t yer ninety-ni teous people who hsve
no need to repent.

What householder, who has ten silver pieces and los bes not light sweep the house in

a diligent search until she finds what she has lost? Ane is found, the der calls in her friends
and neighbours and says, 'Rejoice with me! | have found the silver piece I

$ame kind of joy before the angels af God over one repentant $inner.'

!-fymn Yaur Hand. O God-HEE:guEleS!,VU 274

you, there will be the

Ycur hand, O God, and we their deeds Your heralds to all alike
has guided record, braught glad tidings proclaiming

your flock from age and both to this to greatest as to one church, one
to age, bear witness, least, faith, one Lord.

the wondrous tale is one church, one they bade them rise,

Through many days
of darkness,

through many
scenes of strife,
the faithfulfew
fought bravely
to guard your

PeoPle's life. -Their gospel af
redemption,

sin pardaned, earth
restored,

written,
full clear, 0n every

page.
0uro,:forebears
owndd your
goodness,

faith' one Lord' 
hasten tXTn"* tn*

Xi3if;H',133T;'
their teaching,

in every deed and
word.



wa$ all in this And we, shallwe be Your mercy will not
enfolded, faithless? fail us,

one church, one $hall hearts fail, nor leave your work
*''n' one Lord 

3i:i-#:f.1?1il: *,,* uxlffilf;ir,"no
conflict to help us,

and cast away our the victory shall be
crown? w0n,

Not so: in Godls and then, by earth
deep ccunsels and heaven,

" some better thing is your name shall be
stored, adored,

we will maintain, and this shall be our
. unflinching, anthem:

one church, ong one church, one
faith, one Lord. faith, one Lord.

Message n&re"loy.tnHeev.SI
Mare Joy in Heaven is a novel written by Canadlan author Morley Callaghan and published in 1S37. The

central figure, Kip Caley, wa$ inspired by F.lorrnan Ryan {1895-1936), a criminalwho had committed a
number cf rol:beries in Quebec, Ontario and the United $tates, The title derives frsm the biblical quote "l sa3,

to yot1, that tikewise joy sha/I be in heaven CIver one srnner that repenfs, mcre tlian over ninety and nine just
p{?r.eons, whiclt need no repenfa$cs." Luke 15:7.

Callaghan's friend Ernest Hemingway had also considered writing a novel based cn Ryan's life. As a
r"e;:ofter for lhe Toront* Daily Sfar, Hemingway had covered the criminal in 1925. Ryan story was
dramatized as a radio play by Donald Jack for CBC .

lhe novel and play provide a powerfui and moving story of an ex-criminal's struggle for rehabilitation.
Tile story of Kip Caley, frn €X:cfiil'rinat, intent on beccming a useful and honcurable human being. !-lis
struggle with himself and iqri:th a society which will not let him regain his human digni:ty. Kip Caley is
orotagonist, whc was in jailfor 10 years for robbing banks. Kip was let aut aLound Christrnas (a time for new
beginnings). H* tries to have a ncrmal and simple life after he is out, but is glamorized by local reporters and
jnurnalists, and his plans to rebuitd his character, reputation, and his life ail come to naugirt"

l-'le was cest in the rale of criminal character, anci was trapped still behind iron bars, not real this tirne, but
the salid case of *thetrs' judgements and unforgivlng natures. l-{e was labelled as a sc*ilndrel and a
miscrearit, c*nsidei'ed to be a repr*bate or degenerate, judgeci by hulnar:s iI$ a *inner. Humans deci4ed a
terrible, l*nely fate fcr him, whereas our scriptures tell us that there was rnuch Joy in Heaven for his

"*ttenipis to revitalize and reinvent hinrself.
l chcrse to teach this classic Canadian novei,to my students for,many goad rea-son$: to show how

pcrrvrlrful and educational Cqnsdian !.iterature {not taught much in our schools befare the 1987fi's,i to
provide an,experience to wor:k through their orntn feelings tovrards people who have become misguided and
tal<en the wrong of scr:ietaily r;nacceptable path, and to show heiw other'$ !vord$, beli*fs and actions can
und.ulyr iimit, harm, qnd depi"ess atfters. They $Jsre challenged, a$ I hope that ycu ail afe today, to hold up
their or,rrn developiryg etlrical and maralsensi!:ilities and to learn r,vhat it is like t* literally livn in another's

.skin, as we are frequently advised to do in crder to develop a sen$e of empathy, of fellow-feeling, for athers.
Whiie I was not a preaching to my stut1ents from a Christian stance, all mcral c*des in the warld teach this
kindness end silpportive stance, toward athers as being the ideal r:f the gcad, 

:

l-.law sflefi do ive $re.judge, or perryrailgntl]r judge ottrers, and ourselves, fa{c,eiy beli*ving that there is n*
hope or chance far improvement or renevlal? 

l

3r,rt remember, cur scriptr-rre begins rvith the Phariseec and religious,schoisrn juclgit'tg ancl criticizing
jE6us for spen'Jing tirne with these rascals and rre'er"-do-wells, in the very nflrro\4r and rirlsguid*d helief that
oncs'one has bsccrne depraved or a \nrron$doer, that it is our duiy ta cond*r"irn elnc* de*ry.thern, a pra*tic*
far too crrnftmgn ,in our worid, and in lne country tc our south, but also here in CanaCa.



The urge to punish far too often 'ovenvheln'ls any impulse to forgive and to love, ancl thus goes one-hunCred
percent contrary to what our Lord and $aviour teaches and conimands us. Dp unto others as yo.u would
i-rave them do unto you! l

And so, my friends, I am continuing to teach Jesus'theme cf universal, unccnditional lcve, in a world
where thousands of conditions are being are being enforced in dehurnanizing and clegrading ways, which
frankly make me end all civilized people and thirrkers, sick to our stomachs. We worry and stand by in
clisbelief as long-held beliefs and practicbs to support and protect others are cas{ aside, in the name of
power, greed, and hate.

Enable and motivate us cio the extremely hard work of holding up t-: the light of your love our own
prejudices and mindsets, and to modify and transform them intc newly formed ways of living out cur
Christian identities. i

ln the midst of such rnadness and judgement, it is as important more than ever before that we stand up
and speak for what we believe, and to practice such each ancl every ciay. Let there be more joy in heaven
that we are the goo{ shepherds, the careful purse-keeper$ who direct our spending in healthful, moralways,
and we live out God's unconditional love in all that we say and think and do. Amen

,. Pastoraf Frayer -by Etizabetlr Turnage
Holy Lord, help us to carrectly understand your prohibition against juCging. On the one hand, you "prohibit a
critlcal spirit." On the cther, you do "not forbid the use of all critical facult1,." We are nst to judge for a number
of reasons: First, GorJ is the only one worthy to judge us. Second, we've got a blind spot as big as Northern
Ontario, blo,cking our view of sur own hearts. Third, we've been forgiven our sins so fully by you, why would
we judge ssmeone elee'$ sins? On the other hand, you have provided us with wisdom and "righteous
judgment"" You h*ve given us the Ho'ly $pirit to show us what is true and what is faise. And you instructed
your disciples ab,out an honorable way to approach a brother or sister when th*y have sinned against us.
Lord, only hy your $pirit and by your guidance can we properly judge anyone or anything. May we enlighten
our minds and hearts with your \lJord that we might live out your love in this world. In your advocating name.
Amen.
{prayer credit tc Elizabeth Turnage)

Farting Hymn lhrqiq ttrre Sey, VU # 412
This is the day, this is the Open to us, open to us You are our G*d, you arfi This is the day, this is the

our God, dayday your gat*s, O God,
that aur God has made, your gates O God; we will praise your name, that our God has maile,
that our God has made; we will go in, we will go in we will praise your name; that our Sod has made;
we will rejcice, we will ta your holy place, to your we will give thanks, we we will rejoice, we will

rejoice holy place. will give thanks rejoice
and be glad in it and be Open to us your gates, O for your faithfulness, for and be glad in it and be

glad in it" God, your faithfulness. glad in it.
This is the day that our We will go into your holy You are our Gcd, we vrill This is the day that our

God has made, place. praise your name, God has rnade,
we will rejoice and be Open to us, open to us we will give thanks for we will rejoice and be

glad in it. your gates, O God. your faithfulness. glad in it.
This is the day, this is the You are our Gcd, you are This is the day, this is tho

our God, day
we will praise yCIur name. that our God has made,

*srnmissioning & Benadicticn Designer and author of the universe, and of all living things, remind us this
rJay of the great sorrow in Your heart, and for us all, when sne af us strays and becomes lost frcm your great
design far our lives, and our missisn to reach out to and assist all such souls. Allow us a portion of the joy
which arises in Heaven when a lost soul has been fsund, a strayed sheep is returned to the fold, and the -
human cains of inestimeble value have been safely returned to the sheltering purse of your gooCness. Bless
us all in our hope for redemption, salvation, and eternal love, held clas*ly in your bosom, O Lord. Let us go
forth this day and all days with a hapeful $ong, and songs of praise for You, in our hearts, and on our
tongues.

day
that our God has made.



a$ung Benedistion Ged $ays, MVU # 172
God $ay$, 'i$c still.so ycu'may hear

the words I whisper in yo-ur ear.
'

Shoral Amen .

lf you will listen, you will lcnow
I'm witlr you always vrher* you go."


