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My mother had many first cousins but she was closest to her Welsh cousins with whom she used 

to spend school holidays. They, later in her life, would stay with us. However, she was also 
YHU\�FORVH�WR�KHU�8QFOH�7RP¶V�VRQ�5LFKDUG��5LFKDUG�ORVW�KLV�PRWKHU�DW�the age of nine and 

spent many holidays with my Grandma and Granddad. Unfortunately Richard had 
impaired hearing and did not do well at school. Consequently he did not gain the 
qualifications his siblings did and chose to work as a lorry driver. He met his wife Betty 

while working for a firm in Matlock in Derbyshire. One year, when I had been through a      
particularly rough time, he took me to stay with him and Betty and their two children. They 

lived on a hill overlooking Matlock with a view to Riber Castle, a ruined country mansion built for 
John Smedley, a rich industrialist. While I was there, this was a zoo specialising in various species of lynx. 
One day I took a walk along the disused railway line and picked some wild flowers for Betty. This is now 
the Peak Rail steam railway. One day I took a look round the caves at the Heights of Abraham. There was 
just me and the guide, a young man with a torch. Now there are organised tours of the caves and one can 
take a cable car to the top. I walked! A few years ago we went on a day trip to Matlock Bath. It was a 
summer Sunday and crowded with visitors. Matlock Bath has become a resort for East Midlanders. I could 
not believe how a place could have changed from quiet back water to this. A nice little tale from Matlock 
was of a dog that used to catch the bus in to town, have a look round and get the bus back again. What a 
character! 
Carol Winterbottom 
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Editorial 

  Please send to mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 
                              in Microsoft Word docx or doc format (not odt format) by the 15th April 2022. 

  Any problems please contact David Winterbottom on 01952 691131 
         or email: davidwinterbottom413@btinternet.com 

   

The Mobstead News Magazine Schedule 
 Due to the overwhelming response of articles and content for The Mobstead News Magazine, we request that articles are no  
 more than 300 words in length. 
 15th of the Month: All content to be with David by 12 noon (*Please note that unfortunately due to copy and print    
  deadlines, we are unable to accept any content after this date) 

 16th of the Month: We finalise and proof - read content as we have to collate and format all content for the magazine as we    
  go, if you are able to get your content to us before the 15th of the month that would be much appreciated.           
Many thanks 
 

20.  The Malta Debacle ± Disaster or not? 
21.   Gnosall RBL Report 
22.   Scarecrow Festival, Quiz Answers 
23.   Poem by Jan Breeze, Platinum Jubilee Tea Party 
24.   The Guest House, Bingo & Bangers 
25.   Reflections, Closure of Church Graveyard 
26.   An Uneasy Paradise ± Living on The Waterways 
27.   Neighbourhood Watch 
28.   Anagrams Solution, Anagrams, Lucky Bonus Ball,  
        We Need You 
29.   The Word is Up, M.O.B. Thursday  
         &OXE��:RPHQ¶V�,QVWLWXWH��0�2�%��6WLWFKHUV�� 
         Save the Children 
30.   Advertise here!!, Moreton Millennium Community  
        Centre Advert, Cartwright and Hudson Foundation,  
        This Month in History 
31.   Local Advertisements Page 1 
32.   Local Advertisements Page 2 
33.   Local Advertisements Page 3 
34.   Local Advertisements Page 4 
35.  Some Useful Telephone Numbers 
36.  Malta ± The George Cross Island 
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                                        Come and see our Victorian Church 
                          Everyone is very welcome at all our Sunday services 
                        April 2022 - :RUVKLS�LQ�0RUHWRQ�DW�6W�0DU\¶V�&KXUFK      

       Date & Time                                       Service                                                Priest 
     3rd April 10am                                Zoom Service                                      
   10th April 11am                            Holy Communion                                   Rev Alison 
   14th April 7.30pm  Benefice Service  -  (Maundy Thursday)  Adbaston 
  15th April 12.00pm  Benefice Service  -  (Good Friday)   Norbury 

   17th April 11am                 Holy Communion by Extension                             Tina 
   24th April 11am         Morning Worship  -  (Community Centre)                    BWT 
  ALTAR FLOWERS               NO FLOWERS DURING LENT 

  Help needed with the Easter Flowers. Please ring Pat on: (691451). 

            Good Friday 
:KHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�FUXFLILHG�RQ�*RRG�)ULGD\�WKH�IXWXUH�IRU�KLV�IROORZHUV�FRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�VHHPHG�bleaker. Their 
beloved master, friend and teacher had died a most cruel death and the likelihood was that the authorities 
would now be after them. They were frightened and in hiding when the news of his resurrection was brought 
to them. Suddenly, the future seemed much brighter, they had hope, all was not lost.  
Every year thousands of people climb a mountain in the Italian Alps to stand at a crucifix. One tourist 
noticed a trail that led beyond the cross. He fought through the undergrowth and to his surprise came upon 
another shrine that symbolized the empty tomb. It was neglected and overgrown. Everyone had gone as far 
as the cross but there they had stopped. Far too many have got as far as the cross and known the despair 
and the heartbreak. Far too few have moved beyond the cross to find the real message of Easter ± the 
message of the empty tomb.  
The message of Easter is one of hope.  
Although things looked bleak on *RRG�)ULGD\�LW�ZDV�WKURXJK�-HVXV¶�GHDWK�RQ�WKH�FURVV�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DOO�
look forward to better days ahead. When we accept Christ as our Saviour, then no matter what dark times 
we go through we know that there is a roadmap out. A roadmap to a brighter future.  

               Rev Alison Kirby 

 

 

  

        St 0DU\¶V�&KXUFK�Drawing by Jackie Talbot 

Please join Revd Alison and community members at 11am on 
Tuesday 5th April in the Millennium Centre. 

There will be a short period of Lent reflection led by Alison followed by 
a Soup lunch.  Please be aware that we are charging £3.00 and this money 

 will FRQWULEXWH�WRZDUGV�WR�WKH�%LVKRS¶V�/HQW�DSSHDO�IRU�WKH�GLRFHVH�RI� 
Matlosane in South Africa.-. Everyone is welcome. 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/62765012@N00/2239619988
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Faith Matters 
5HY¶G Cathy Dakin 

Writing this in mid-March I, like so many, am deeply troubled by the war being waged against the people of Ukraine by 
Russian armed forces, under President Putin. In what feels the most dangerous crisis to have hit Europe in my lifetime we 
lament with the people of Ukraine, whose lives were not far different from our own. :H¶UH�KRUULILHG�E\�WKH devastation of their 
country, the loss of homes and livelihoods, friends and loved ones, power supplies, even food and water: all that makes for 
safety and security. 

Russian leaders are acting without regard for human rights and Christian values. Since the first missiles struck on 24th February, 
homes, schools, hospitals and critical infrastructure facilities including nuclear power stations have been targeted. Thousands 
of Ukrainians, many of them civilians, have been killed and injured. Millions have fled from besieged towns and cities. But 
the shelling even of safe routes and evacuation buses has threatened or even prevented the creation of secure humanitarian 
corridors.  

The invasion, which the Archbishop of Canterbury has described DV�³ZLFNHG�EH\RQG�GHVFULSWLRQ´�� LV�VHHQ�DV�DQ�DIIURQW� to 
Christianity itself. Ukrainians are deeply religious, with an estimated 70 per cent having a Christian faith. Sadly, attempts have 
EHHQ�PDGH�RQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�OHDGHU�RI�8NUDLQH¶V�LQGHSHQGHQW�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK��ZKLOH�DQ�2UWKRGR[�SULHVW is among those shot 
dead by Russian troops. Places of worship have been destroyed along with other historic buildings. As I write, fears are growing 
for the 11th FHQWXU\�6W�6RSKLD¶V�&DWKHGUDO� LQ�.\LY��D�FLW\�KRO\�WR�5XVVLDQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�8NUDLQLDQ�&KULVWLDQV�DV�WKH�FUDGOH�RI�
Russian Orthodox Christianity. 

Russian aggression, like other atrocities past and present, shows us the worst that we human beings are capable of being��:H¶YH�
also had glimpses, though, of the best that people can be.  

The ordinary people of Ukraine are doing what they can to defend life and freedom. Many have shown self-giving kindness 
and compassion to those in need. Others have joined the fight to defend their country from advancing Russian forces . . . and 
fight they have. 

Neighbouring countries have risen to the challenge of what the U.N. VD\V�FRXOG�EH�WKH�³ELJJHVW�UHIXJHH�FULVLV�WKLV�FHQWXU\´��
Poland particularly, but Hungary, Slovakia, Romania and Moldova too, have welcomed refugees who have escaped with just 
the clothes on their backs and a few possessions. Other countries have also offered help. 

Traumatised refugees are being offered protection and support, and many people have opened their homes and their hearts to 
them.  

Here and elsewhere the war in Ukraine has prompted an outpouring of public support. Many people have given clothes and 
items for those caught up in the crisis. Those who can are giving via trusted charities and the Disasters Emergency Committee.  

The tragic events in Ukraine confront us with uncomfortable truths: the seriousness of sin and evil; the fragility of our lives; 
the brokenness and suffering of our world.  

For Christians in many traditions this is the season of Lent, which began on 2nd March ± Ash Wednesday. Lent is a time to 
UHFDOO�WKH�HYHQWV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�&KULVW¶V�GHDWK�RQ�WKH�FURVV��ZKLFK�ZH�UHPHPEHU�RQ�*RRG�)ULGD\��,W¶V�D�WLPH�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�RXU�
relationship with God and one another, on our own lives and on our journey of faith.  

This Lent we hold the plight of the Ukrainian people in our hearts and our prayers. We do so in the faith that Christ by his 
death has broken the power of human sinfulness, and the suffering and evil in the world. In the cross of Christ, we see the love 
of God poured out for all people ± you and me, the people of Ukraine, and even our enemies.  

$W�(DVWHU�ZH�VKDOO�SURFODLP�DIUHVK�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�ULVHQ��:H¶OO�GR�VR�LQ�WKH�DVVXUDQFH�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�± no human 
powers, not even death itself ± can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. This is our hope.  

The former Bishop of Norwich, Graham James, wrote in 20181��³+XQGUHGV��SHUKDSV�WKRXVDQGV��RI�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG�DUH�
DEDQGRQLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHV�HYHU\�GD\�LQ�SODFHV�RI�ZDU�DQG�FRQIOLFW´��+H�SUD\V��� 
            Give us the courage, Lord, to be unselfish when in danger,  
            compassionate to those who have come through tragedies,  
            and generous to migrants and refugees seeking a better life. Amen. 
 

1. A Place for God: The Mowbray Lent Book 2018. Graham James. Bloomsbury Continuum 

                                                                                   Cathy Dakin 



 

   Next issue May 2022                                        Deadline April 15th 2022                                                               5         
 

            
       1HZV�IURP�6W�0DU\¶V�&KXUFK 
           To arrange a wedding or a baptism. 
              Please contact: Sue Belyavin on 
                    01785 822820 or email: 

                                               churchofficegnosall@gmail.com 
 

 

                                          Book Shelf ± LQ�6W�0DU\¶V�&KXUFK� 
We are not taking any more books at the moment, but we have been  

most grateful for the donations received over the last few months. Pat 
 

   Mobstead News Information ± Cost, 50p each or £5.00 p.a. 
             Mobstead News information to be sent to: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 
           Editor: Carol Winterbottom, 5 The Crofters, Post Office Lane, Moreton, TF10 9EG 
                           Email: carolwinterbottom@btinternet.com ± Tel: 01952 691131 

       
 

  
 

 
ADVERTISING / CLASSIFIEDS 

       Please send all advertising to the Editor ± details above. Please include a billing address. 
Mobstead News will bill you after publications. 

 
 

Full Page £90 pa 
Half Page £45 pa 
1/3rd Page £30 pa 
1/6th Page £15 pa 

One or two lines £5   pa 
 

Revenue raised from advertising offsets the cost of producing the magazine. 
 Any Charity adverts will be free. 

The magazine is produced in A4 size and produced each month in Feb, March, April, 
May, June, (July/Aug Double Issue) Sep, Oct, Nov, (Dec/Jan Double Issue) 

  Pages in Colour ± Please note due to costs, we are limited to two colour pages a month. (usually 
  the front page and back page). Only in exceptional circumstances and with the permission of the  

MOBCC committee, can there be more than this. 

Obituaries, birthdays, births, greetings for occasions such as anniversaries ± all accepted and       
  free of charge, but subject to resizing by the Editor. 

 

Copy date is the 15th of the month. 
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0�2�%��*DUGHQLQJ�&OXE�0DUFK����� 
)URP�/LWWOH�$FRUQV�±�D�WDON�DERXW�&RSSLFLQJ 

7KLV�PRQWK�ZH�KDG�D�FKDQJH�IURP�RXU�SODQQHG�VSHDNHU�DQG�LQVWHDG�ZH�ZHUH�YLVLWHG�E\�0LNH�7D\ORU��ZKR�
FDPH�WR�WDON�DERXW�FRSSLFLQJ��&RSSLFLQJ�LV�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�PHWKRG�RI�PDQDJLQJ�D�ZRRGODQG��+DUGZRRG�
WUHHV�DUH�FXW�GRZQ�WR�WKH�VWXPS�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�DQG�DOORZHG�WR�UHJURZ��7KH�VKRRWV�DUH�OHIW�IRU�YDULRXV�
VSDQV�RI�WLPH�DQG�WKHQ�WKH\�DUH�KDUYHVWHG�DQG�XVHG�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��,W�LV�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�IRUHVWU\�
WHFKQLTXH�ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�KDUYHVWLQJ�ZRRG�IURP�D�OLYLQJ�WUHH� 
 
0LNH�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�VWHHO�LQGXVWU\�EXW�QLQH�\HDUV�DJR�KH�KDG�D�GLVDJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�KLV�ERVV�ZKLFK�OHG�WR�
KLP�KDQGLQJ�KLV�QRWLFH�LQ��+H�KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�QDWXUH�DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�ZRRGODQGV�DQG�
DIWHU�UHVHDUFKLQJ�WKH�DUHD�KH�ERXJKW�HOHYHQ�DFUHV�RI�*LEERQV�&RUQHU�:RRG��QHDU�WKH�:UHNLQ��0LNH
V�
ZRRG�LV�SDUW�RI�DQ�DQFLHQW�VHPL�QDWXUDO�ZRRGODQG�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�FRSSLFHG�IRU�FHQWXULHV��+H�NQRZV�WKLV�
EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�D�PHGLHYDO�GLWFK�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�IHOOHG�WUHHV��DUH�FHQWXULHV�ROG��
FRQILUPHG�E\�FRXQWLQJ�WKH�ULQJV�RQ�WKH�WUHHV��7KH�ZRRG�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�RZQHG�E\�0U�*LEERQV��KHQFH�LWV�
QDPH��7KHUH�DUH�DOGHU�WUHHV�WKHUH�ZKLFK�0LNH�WKLQNV�ZHUH�XVHG�IRU�PDNLQJ�KLJK�TXDOLW\�FKDUFRDO�DV�WKH�
UHPDLQV�RI�FKDUFRDO�SLWV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�DQG�ODWHU�IRU�PDNLQJ�JXQSRZGHU��$OGHU�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�PDNH�
SODWHV��ERZOV�DQG�VSRRQV�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�VROHV�RI�FORJV� 
 
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�:RUOG�:DU�2QH�D�ORW�RI�WUHHV�KDG�EHHQ�IHOOHG�IRU�WKH�ZDU�HIIRUW�DQG�WKH�KDUGZRRG�WUHHV�
ZHUH�UHSODFHG�E\�WKH�TXLFNHU�JURZLQJ�VRIWZRRG�WUHHV��7KH�GHPDQG�IRU�FRSSLFH�SURGXFWV�IHOO�DQG�WKH�
FRSSLFLQJ�EHFDPH�HFRQRPLFDOO\�XQYLDEOH��*LEERQV�:RRG�IHOO�LQWR�GLVXVH� 
 
0DUN�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ�IURP�WKLV�SLHFH�RI�ZRRGODQG�LQ�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�ZD\�DQG�VR�
EHJDQ�FRSSLFLQJ�WKH�WUHHV��7KH\�GHFLGHG�WR�XVH�WKH�ZRRG�LQ�D�VLPLODU�ZD\�WR�KRZ�LW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�SDVW��7KH\�
PDNH�SRWV�DQG�ERZOV��IXUQLWXUH��ZRRGHQ�EHQFKHV�IRU�JDUGHQV��VWDNHV�IRU�KHGJHV��FKDUFRDO�DQG�IDJJRWV�
ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�FXWWLQJV�IURP�WKH�WRS�RI�WUHHV��EXQGOHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�XVH�IRU�UHVWRULQJ�ULYHU�EDQNV�DPRQJVW�
RWKHU�WKLQJV��0LNH�XVHV�WUDGLWLRQDO�PHWKRGV�RI�PDNLQJ�WKHVH�SURGXFWV�DQG�ZLWK�WUDGLWLRQDO�WRROV��SROH�
ODWKHV��D[HV�DQG�NQLYHV��7KH\�XVH�D�KRUVH�GUDZQ�ORJJHU�WR�FROOHFW�DQ\�IHOOHG�ORJV��7KLV�LV�QRW�DQ�
HFRQRPLFDO�PHWKRG�DV�XVLQJ�PDFKLQHU\�ZRXOG�EH�TXLFNHU�EXW�WKH�KRUVHV�FDXVH�D�PLQLPXP�DPRXQW�RI�
GDPDJH�WR�WKH�ZRRGODQG�IORRU��$OVR�LW�LV�D�ZD\�RI�SURYLGLQJ�ZRUN�IRU�VRPHRQH�XVLQJ�KRUVHV�LQ�D�
WUDGLWLRQDO�ZD\��,I�WKHVH�PHWKRGV�DUH�QRW�XVHG�DQG�SURWHFWHG�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�EH�YLDEOH�DQG�GLH�RXW� 
 
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�EHQHILWV�WR�FRSSLFLQJ�D�ZRRGODQG��:KHQ�D�JURXS�RI�WUHHV�JURZ�WR�IXOO�KHLJKW�WKH\�FXW�RXW�
WKH�OLJKW�DQG�OLWWOH�FDQ�JURZ�XQGHU�WKHLU�FDQRS\��2QFH�FRSSLFLQJ�WDNHV�SODFH�WKH�OLJKW�FDQ�UHDFK�WKH�
ZRRGODQG�IORRU�DQG�SODQWV�EHJLQ�WR�JURZ��0DQ\�SODQWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KHDOWK\�ZRRG�ODQG�KDYH�QRZ�
UHDSSHDUHG�LQ�0LNH
V�ZRRG�VXFK�DV�WRRWKZRUW��\HOORZ�SLPSHUQHO�DQG�(QJOLVK�EOXHEHOOV��,QVHFWV�DUH�QRZ�
LQ�DEXQGDQFH��2WKHU�DQLPDOV�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�VXFK�DV�EDGJHUV��IR[HV��KDUHV�DQG�GHHU��7KH�ZRRG�FDSWXUHV�
ORWV�RI�FDUERQ�DQG�LV�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�HQHUJ\�VRXUFH��,W�LV�DOVR�XVHG�WR�KHOS�SURPRWH�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ�
ZLWK�YDULRXV�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�\RXQJVWHUV� 
 
0LNH�DOVR�LV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�WKH�ZRRG��+H�ZDQWV�WR�SDVV�LW�RQ�LQ�D�EHWWHU�VWDWH�WKDQ�ZKHQ�KH�IRXQG�
LW��+H�KDV�UHVWRFNHG�WKH�ZRRG�ZLWK�VDSOLQJV�IURP�ORFDO�QXUVHULHV�RU�RQHV�KH�KDV�SURSDJDWHG�KLPVHOI��+H�
VHOOV�PRVW�RI�KLV�SURGXFWV�ZLWKLQ����PLOHV�DQG�LV�NHHQ�WR�KHOS�WKH�ORFDO�HFRQRP\��+H�HQMR\V�WDONLQJ�WR�
JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�WR�SDVV�RQ�KLV�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�LGHD�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��+H�ZDV�D�YHU\�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�VSHDNHU�DQG�HYHU\RQH�HQMR\HG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�KLP� 
 
:H�KDYH�PRYHG�RXU�QH[W�PHHWLQJ�IURP���WK�WR���WK�$SULO��7KH�VSHDNHU�LV�$QQH�+DUULVRQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�
VFHQWHG�SODQWV��:H�VWDUW�DW������S�P��DW�WKH�0LOOHQQLXP�+DOO��,W�LV����IRU�PHPEHUV�DQG����IRU�QRQ�
PHPEHUV�DQG�LQFOXGHV�UHIUHVKPHQWV��D�TXL]�DQG�D�UDIIOH��1RQ�PHPEHUV�DUH�DOZD\V�ZHOFRPH� 
 
0DU\�&RZHOO��*DUGHQLQJ�&OXE�6HFUHWDU\� 
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Answers next month 
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GNOSALL PARISH COUNCIL 
(INCLUDING THE WARDS OF MORETON AND KNIGHTLEY) 

 

Hiring The Grosvenor Centre, 
Mr Stuart Ridgewell 

       cso@gnosallparishcouncil.org.uk 
or 01785 822685 

         Hiring The Grosvenor Centre, 
                 Mr Stuart Ridgewell 
      cso@gnosallparishcouncil.org.uk 
                     or 01785 822685 

,W¶V�D�EXV\�WLPH�DW�WKH�3DULVK�&RXQFLO�DW�SUHVHQW��/LIH�VHHPV�WR�EH�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�
³QRUPDO´��LI�ZH�FDQ�UHPHPEHU�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKDW�LV��DQG�VXGGHQO\�WKHUH�DUH�meetings 
in diaries and jobs to be done. 
 
We have been through the challenge of setting the Budget for next year ± never an 
easy task with competing priorities but harder than ever this year, when our income 
(like that of so many others) has been decimated by covid closures. There has had 
to be some extremely careful prioritisation in order to achieve the most we can for 
our money. I am glad to report that the Allotments Road has (at last) been 
resurfaced and the potholes are no more ± this has been a job tKDW¶V�EHHQ�DURXQG�IRU�
ages but finally we have managed to allocate funds and get it done. It should make 
it far easier for those using the road now.  The Boardwalk has also been the subject 
of long-awaited works, which have been delayed due to both funds and weather. 
When the money was there, the boardwalk was under water or key people had covid 
and so on. It has been immensely frustrating not to be able to get it sorted but 
finally it is fit for use ± DQG�GRHVQ¶W�LW�JHW�VRPH�XVH�DV�ZHOO��:LQWHU�DQG�6XPPHU� 
people love to use that pathway across the Acres, which is so good to see. 
 
We are presently undertaking works at the Grosvenor Centre and the roof is 
undergoing major repairs ± another costly job but not one that could be ignored, as 
the Centre gets a great deal of use from all sorts of groups. We were also fortunate 
enough to receive a very generous gift from a benefactor who wishes to remain 
anonymous which will enable us to refurbish areas and make them more fit for 
purpose. We had hoped to undertake rebuilding or significant refurbishment over 
the last 5 years or so but austerity and financial constraints put paid to those ideas 
and we feel fortunate indeed to be in a position to make improvements to the 
internal appearance of the Centre thanks to this generous gift. 
 
Another project which we had sadly mothballed, the Sensory Garden, will also 
benefit from the donation and we hope to be restarting this project shortly. This is 
something close to my heart and it will be wonderful to see it come to fruition ± but 
,�VKDQ¶W�EH�FRXQWLQJ�DQ\�FKLFNHQV�XQWLO�,�VHH�LW�ZLWK�P\�RZQ�H\HV�DIWHU�DOO�WKLV�WLPH��
In addition to supporting these two projects, our benefactor also gave £5,000 to the 
BKV group and £1,000 each to the Heritage Group, the Library, the Youth Club 
(soon to be reopened we hope) and the Public Rights of Way group. A further 
£1,000 was shared between the various groups which support young people, 
including Scouts, Beavers, Guides, Cubs and Rainbows. It is no exaggeration to say 
that the whole village will benefit from this generosity. 
 
Speaking of generosity, it has been heartening and humbling to see the outpouring 
of support for Martin Price and his pals, Brian Cristian, John Penman, Dave Hickie, 
Marcus Thornton and Dave Wright who drove three vans to Poland, crammed with 
goods to support Ukrainian refugees. In just one short week, the Grosvenor Centre 
was stuffed with goods and volunteers helped sort and pack them, giving up their 
time so generously. At a time when there is so much in the world to make us 
despondent, actions like these remind us that whenever tragedy strikes (natural or 
manmade) there are always good people willing to help. Thank you Gnosall. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for the support they have given me during 
my tenure as Chair of the Parish Council. Usually, the term of office is three years 
but I got an extra one as covid really messed things up! April will be my last 
Council meeting as Chair. We learned how to meet on Zoom, we kept going and we 
did our best to continue to serve the parish. I have enjoyed every single minute and 
I wish my successor, whoever that may be, every success. To serve this village is a 
privilege and a pleasure.  
 
 
Gail Gregory, Chair of Gnosall Parish Council                See Page 14 
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DOG FOULING REMINDER: 
A number of complaints have been received regarding dog faeces not being picked up by the 

dog walkers.  Moreton, Outwoods & Bromstead are nice tidy villages and everyone is reminded 
that dog mess should be cleaned up. 

 

                                           ,W¶V�QRW�KLV�MRE««�LW¶V�<OURS! 
                                                               

Please clean up after your dog. 
                                                       Thank you. 
 

SPRING POEM 
 
APRIL  
 
$SULO¶V�OLNH�D�SUHWW\�JLUO� 
Posing shyly in soft unseasonable pastels, 
Unsuitably clad for these turncoat days - Lilting 
happily in warm sunshine  
Then suddenly vulnerable  
As driving rain rakes the tender leaves  
Or icy winds tear at the intricate lace of blossom 
And chasten the madcap daffodils.  
But those fragile looks belie her strength  
And when she passes all will be well. 
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De-clutter and SELL on Mob Mart. 
:KDW¶V�QRW�WR�OLNH�  

x 15% Commission on sales to be divided equally between The Millennium Centre and 
6W�0DU\¶V�&KXUFK��0RUHWRQ� 

 
x Details of sales, please send with photographs to mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com      
   or phone: 01952 691131 by copy date, 15th of the month. 
 
x 15% Commission money to the Squirrels. 01952 691630 ortbro43@gmail.com  

 
x To date almost £300 has been raised Thank you to all the sellers. 

 
 
 
 

 

Mob Mart 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classified adverts for private sales 
Please send details for the next issue by the 15th of the month to: 

mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

Under Counter 
fridge for sale. 

 
£60 or nearest 

offer. 
 

 
 

Good Working 
Order. 

 
 

Contact Nigel 
on: 07977044493 
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        Mobstead Juniors Easter Word Search Page 
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Mobstead Seniors Page 

Answers Next Month 
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Exercise Curry Trail 

 
"Freddie Mercury's died, pass it on", I whispered to the man nearest me, as we lay in a defensive 
position, in the middle of the jungle in Borneo. It was the 24th November 1991 and I was 

carrying a long wave radio to communicate with our 
Headquarters, who were several miles away. I had learnt 
that, by changing frequency, I could receive the BBC World 
Service and listen to news from back home. We navigated 
by compass bearing and pace counting. We cached several 
GD\V¶�ZRUWK of food, which we could navigate back to, once 
our current supply ran out. On a ridge line the man in front 
of me paused and whispered "can you hear buzzing?" at 
which point a swarm of hornets flew out from a tree and 
preceded to sting me several times as I could not run away 
fast enough, being hindered by a heavy radio and several 
GD\V¶�ZRUWK of food. Our camp was located on the coastline 
of the South China Sea and we were warned not to enter the 
sea, as it had the highest death rate from shark attack in the 
world. Within an hour, men were out swimming as far as 
the eyes could see with no regard to personal safety. We 
flew back home for Christmas after which we would fly to 
the Arctic for more training, which would enable us, as 
Royal Marines, to deploy at the drop of a hat, anywhere in 
the world, to protect the UK's interests. 

Ian Breeze 
 
 

Parish Council share of Council Tax                                          
To reach a balanced budget and a precept for 2022/23, Council had a difficult task taking into account the 
&RXQFLO¶V�ILQDQFLDO�SRVLWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�DV�WKH�&RXQFLO¶V�LQFRPH�VLJQLILFDQWO\�UHGXFHG�ZLWK�WKH�FORVXUH�RI�WKH�
Grosvenor Centre for the majority of 2020 and for part of 2021, and understanding that expenses for many people 
will rise considerably in the next year.   Unspent budgets in the 2021/22 financial year were used on essential 
maintenance and jobs were fitted in, wherever possible, before the end of March to avoid these costs being 
included in the 2022/23 financial year and impacting on the precept.   

Council agreed that it was necessary to take the decision to make a small rise in the precept. If it had not done this 
the Parish Council may have had had to reconsider its activities and the services it provides. 

As reported previously, the Parish Council is responsible for maintaining many areas and facilities within the 
parish that come with ongoing maintenance costs.  All these increasing costs have to be budgeted for.  The Parish 
Council always looks for funding opportunities and is successful with many of the applications it makes. However, 
as we all know, the cost of all services has risen and continues to rise.  

The Parish Council provide excellent value for the precept when other local Parish Councils charge more for less 
service provision. Gnosall Parish Council provides many facilities and services and arranges community events 
during the year to the benefit of its parishioners which we know are appreciated. 

The council tax for a Band D property in 2022/23 will be £49.41 per year, a rise of 6.3% which equates to 
approximately £3 per year. 
 
 
Jayne Cooper, Clerk Gnosall Parish Council 
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The Daily Doings of Mrs Dolittle 
 

 
The other morning, I realised with shock I must have put on an extreme amount of 
weight, for on doing up my front-fastening bra, I realised my boobs were barely 

contained at all. It took me a puzzled while to realise my brain function was out of 
kilter. That bra does up at the back! Old age does suck. 

 
I put loads and loads of bulbs in fresh beds along underneath my new garden pagoda. After 

chemo I felt very weak (still do) but I felt sure if I could get the task done, I would live to see them 
bloom. Well, I'm still in remission, and a host of pretty blue irises are now marching along the 
flowerbed, giving me much joy and hope. Soon a mass of forget-me-nots and bluebells will be 
continuing the blue theme, then big, bold peonies will be showing off, together with deep blue 

agapanthus. At least, I hope the agapanthus have survived. They looked rotten and slimy with all 
the rain, but there is a hint of new growth, so I hope they might get going soon. I've planted 
climbing roses and wisteria up the pagoda posts and have now set my sights on seeing them 

bloom and climb over the trellis on top. I don't expect them to EH�SUROLILF�WKH�ILUVW�\HDU��EXW�,¶OO�OHW�
you know in a couple of years how they are doing! 

 
It's the first day of March as I write and the weather is grey and chilly. The last day of February 
had a deep cerulean blue sky with barely a cloud. The day was lovely and sunny and warm, so I 

spent all of the day out in the garden, dragging big pots full of earth and plants into their 
positions under the new pagoda. Not bad for an old biddy who is half extinct! I also dug in some 
new roses and peonies - all very slowly of course, with lots of sit-downs on one of the many seats 
scattered around in cosy nooks I have made throughout the garden. It was lovely to sit and gaze 
at all the bulbs and plants popping up that I had managed to get in before winter, and to discuss 

the state of the world with a cheeky blackbird at my feet. 
 

On retiring to bed exhausted, I discovered I'd left it unmade, which was bad enough, but the 
sheets were covered in ghastly muddy paw prints from the dogs! That will teach me to leave the 
door open. The cat, who was in there lawfully, had, unbeknownst to me, been in a fight and had 
bled all over the rest of the sheets. Mud and blood, and me so desperately tired! I collapsed on 

this filthy heap and fell asleep, to wake at midnight. A little refreshed by then, I staggered out of 
bed, took off the sheets, shoved them in the washing machine, put on fresh bedding and then fell 

back into what could be called the sleep of the almost dead. 
 

Checking on my bank account, I noticed a woman's name on the joint account - and a payment 
had been made to her of £80.00. What had Remote Control Man been up to? I could only think 

of one thing, so while I didn't really believe that he had been led astray by a fallen woman, I 
QHYHUWKHOHVV�FRQIURQWHG�KLP��KDQGV�RQ�KLSV��+H�ORRNHG�DW�PH��WKHQ�VDLG��³:KDW�NLQG�RI�ZRPDQ�
would I get for only eighty quid these days, for goodness sake? Mind you, if it were Catherine 

Deneuve..." We both laughed, and so did the parrot. After a little ferreting online, all was made 
clear. It seemed I had paid a tradesman who had given me a woman's account to pay into. Just 

goes to show, one should never assume, especially when your own memory is at fault!  
Luckily, we both thought it amusing, so no harm done. 
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��� 
�'LDU\�RI�D�'RJ�)RVWHUHU 

0ROO\�DQG�'RXJDO�±�7KH�6KLK�7]X�3DLU 
0ROO\�DQG�'RXJDO�ZHUH�WZR��YHU\�FXWH�6KLK�7]XV�GRJV�ZKR�
KDG�EHHQ�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�'RJV�7UXVW�&HQWUH�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�
RZQHU�KDG�GLHG��0ROO\�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�YHU\�FKHHN\�DQG�
'RXJDO�ZDV�D�KDQGVRPH����\HDU�ROG� 
 
6KLK�7]XV�DUH�DQ�$VLDQ�EUHHG�DQG�DUH�D�FURVV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
/ODVD�$SVR�DQG�WKH�3HNLQJHVH�GRJV��6KL�7]X�PHDQV�³/LWWOH�
/LRQ´�EXW�WKH\�DUH�QRW�DW�DOO�ILHUFH�DQG�ZHUH�EUHG�WR�EH�
FRPSDQLRQ�GRJV��7KH\�DUH�DIIHFWLRQDWH�DQG�KDSS\�OLWWOH�GRJV�
ZKR�MXVW�ORYH�WR�EH�ZLWK�WKHLU�SHRSOH��7KH\�DUH�JUHDW�IDPLO\�
SHWV�EXW�WKHLU�VPDOO�VL]H�VRPHWLPHV�SXWV�WKHP�DW�ULVN�RI�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�LQMXU\��7KH\�KDYH�D�ORQJ��VLON\�
FRDW�ZKLFK�FRPHV�LQ�PDQ\�FRORXUV�EXW�GDLO\�EUXVKLQJ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SUHYHQW�WDQJOHV��2IWHQ��WKH\�
DUH�FOLSSHG�DV�JURRPLQJ�GDLO\�FDQ�EH�D�FKRUH� 
 
0ROO\�DQG�'RXJDO�KDG�D�VDG�VWRU\�WR�WHOO��7KHLU�RZQHU�KDG�GLHG�DQG�VR�WKH�RZQHUV
�SDUHQWV�KDG�
WDNHQ�0ROO\�DQG�'RXJDO�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�WKHP��7KHQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�RZQHU
V�PRWKHU�GLHG�OHDYLQJ�MXVW�WKH�
IDWKHU��ZKR�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�GHYDVWDWHG��WR�ORRN�DIWHU�WKHP��+H�KDG�VWUXJJOHG��IRU�REYLRXV�UHDVRQV�
DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�WKH\�ZHUH�KDQGHG�LQWR�WKH�'RJV�7UXVW��%\�WKLV�WLPH��0ROO\�DQG�'RXJDO�ZHUH�LQ�D�ELW�
RI�D�PHVV��7KH\�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�JURRPHG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DQG�WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�EH�VHHQ�XQGHU�WKHLU�IXU��
7KHLU�QDLOV�ZHUH�YHU\�ORQJ�VR�SUHVXPDEO\�WKH\�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�ZDONHG��7KH\�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ�OHIW�DORQH�
ZLWK�VRPHRQH�FRPLQJ�LQ�WR�IHHG�WKHP��9HU\�VDG� 
 
7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�'RJV�7UXVW�FRPHV�LQ��/LIH�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�JR�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�SODQ�DQG�\RX�PD\�ILQG�
\RXUVHOI�WU\LQJ�WR�FDUH�IRU�D�GRJ��HLWKHU�\RXU�RZQ�RU�RQH�\RX�KDYH�LQKHULWHG�IRU�VRPH�UHDVRQ�DQG�LW�
LV�WRR�PXFK�RI�D�VWUXJJOH��,W�PD\�EH�D�FKDQJH�RI�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�RU�ILQDQFHV��7KHUH�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�
D�IDPLO\�FULVLV�RU�EUHDNGRZQ��7KH�'RJV�7UXVW�ZDQW�WR�KHOS�DQG�KDQGLQJ�D�GRJ�RYHU�WR�WKHP�LV�WKH�
PRVW�UHVSRQVLEOH�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�GR�IRU�WKH�GRJ��7KH\�ZLOO�ORRN�DIWHU�WKHP��NHHS�WKHP�VDIH��ORYH�WKHP�
DQG�ILQG�WKHP�D�QHZ�KRPH� 
 
2QFH�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�0ROO\�DQG�'RXJDO�ZHUH�FOHDQHG�XS��FOLSSHG��KDG�WKHLU�QDLOV�FXW�DQG�WKH\�KDG�D�
PHGLFDO��0ROO\�ZDV�ILQH�EXW�'RXJDO�KDG�WR�EH�QHXWHUHG�DQG�KDYH�D�OXPS�UHPRYHG��+H�DOVR�QHHGHG�
VRPH�GHQWDO�ZRUN��7KH\�ZHUH�VXFK�JRRG�FRPSDQLRQV�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�UH�KRPHG�
WRJHWKHU��7KH\�FDPH�WR�XV�ZKLOVW�'RXJDO�ZHQW�WKURXJK�KLV�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�UHFRYHU\� 
 
:H�UHDOO\�OLNHG�WKHP��7KH\�ZHUH�YHU\�HDV\�GRJV�WR�IRVWHU��:H�ZDONHG�WKHP�JHQWO\�DW�ILUVW�DQG�EXLOW�
WKHP�XS�WR�ZDONLQJ�D�ELW�IXUWKHU��7KH\�EHJDQ�WR�HQMR\�WKH�JDUGHQ�EXW�WKHLU�IDYRXULWH�WKLQJ�ZDV�WR�
FXUO�XS�RQ�WKH�FRXFK�ZLWK�XV��7KH\�ZHUH�KDSS\�WR�VOHHS�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ�DQG�NHSW�HDFK�RWKHU�
FRPSDQ\�ZKHQ�ZH�OHIW�WKHP��'RXJDO�KDG�KLV�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�UHFRYHUHG�ZLWK�XV�DW�KRPH� 
 
:H�WRRN�'RXJDO�LQWR�WKH�FHQWUH�IRU�KLV�SRVW�RSHUDWLRQ�FKHFN�DQG�0ROO\�ZHQW�ZLWK�KLP��7KH\�KDG�
DWWUDFWHG�D�SRWHQWLDO�QHZ�RZQHU�ZKR�ZDQWHG�WR�PHHW�WKHP��6KH�OLNHG�WKHP�VR�PXFK�VKH�WRRN�WKHP�
KRPH�ZLWK�KHU�VWUDLJKW�DZD\��,W�PHDQW�ZH�GLG�QRW�JHW�PXFK�FKDQFH�WR�VD\�JRRGE\H�WR�WKHP�EXW�LW�
ZDV�EHWWHU�IRU�WKHP�WR�JR�LQWR�WKHLU�QHZ�KRPH�TXLFNO\�DQG�VWDUW�WKHLU�QHZ�OLIH�DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH��,W�
ZDV�QR�VXUSULVH�D�QHZ�RZQHU�ZDV�IRXQG�IRU�WKHP�VR�TXLFNO\�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�VXFK�GHOLJKWIXO�OLWWOH�GRJV� 
 
0DU\�&RZHOO  
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Ǯ�����-Comedy-Duo 

Tickets Only £12:50 until 21st March 
Tickets £14:00 after 21st March until 30th March 

Tickets must be ordered before 30th March 
Tickets orders must be paid for in advance. 
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15Summer 2021

THE M ALT$�'(%$&/(�±�',6$67(5�25�127"

Fifty years ago, we had been living in Malta and working 
with the Service &KLOGUHQ¶s Schools for ¿YH�years.  We were 
happily settled in a Maltese house, near the sea.  We had 

lovely neighbours and a pleasant way of life.  The Army paid 
for our accommodation and %LOO¶s salary and we had a µIRUHLJQ�
service DOORZDQFH¶� from which we were saving for a house in 
England.  And then everything changed.
Dom Mintoff became Prime Minister of Malta and Wikipedia 
describes him as µDQ�anticolonialist revolutionar\¶�� Mintoff wanted 
Malta to become a republic and, as a ¿UVW�move, he wanted all 
British troops to leave the island.  From early December 1971 
there were rumblings, which we tried to ignore as Mintoff began 
negotiations/ threats with the British Government.  Arguments 
raged in the local press both for (Labour press) and against 
(Nationalist press) the ousting of British troops.  
Despite this, the announcement on December 29th 1971, that all 
British troops must leave the island by January 3rd 1972, came 
as a complete shock.  That, of course would include ourselves 
as µFLYLOLDQV� DWWDFKHG¶��  Bill went to a EULH¿QJ� to ¿QG�out what 
was to happen.
We went to a party at a IULHQG¶s ÀDW�on µWKH�3DWFK¶�(Army barracks) 
on New YHDU¶s Eve.  The only difference from a normal visit to 
the Patch was an armed guard at the entrance.  Later, we were 
to hear from our worried families in UK that the British press was 
reporting tanks in the streets ±�we never saw tanks in the streets.  
There was no violence and many Maltese people deplored its 
goverQPHQW¶s policy.
Early in the New Year, ÀDW�SDFN�packing cases were delivered 
to our house, with instructions to pack them and then phone a 
given number for our names to be put on a ÀLJKW�list.  Suddenly it 
was all very real.  We faced a return to UK in the middle of the 
winter, with three children aged 7, 5 and 3, no job and nowhere 
to live.  Fortunately, my mother-in-law lived on the ground ÀRRU�
of a large house and let the ¿UVW� ÀRRU�as a ÀDW� to supplement 
her income.  The ÀDW�was vacant and so we could move in.  We 
hoped Bill could register for supply teacher work.

Packing proceeded apace, with the added GLI¿FXOW\� of the 
children diving into the partly ¿OOHG�crates to retrieve toys they 
still wanted to play with. Eventually the crates were full and 
screwed down and we phoned the given number.  The day the 
crates were collected sticks in my memory.  A naval lorry arrived 
to collect them, manned by an RI¿FHU�and several ratings, the 
latter being the worst for wear as householders were offering 
them tots of duty-free rum/ whisky/ gin/ brandy to fortify them for 
the task.  By the time they got to us, few were standing!  
We were put on a ÀLJKW� on 11th January, 1972. Arriving at 
a cold, wet Brize Norton, we were met by a friend who lived 
nearby and put up overnight before travelling to mother�LQ�ODZ¶s 
in Surrey the following day.  The bottom had fallen out of our 
ZRUOG�DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶ t know what the future would hold.
Fortunately, Bill did pick up supply teaching work.  We heard 
nothing from the Army for some time as the Government 
continued to negotiate with Mintoff. Would they offer us another 
teaching post elsewhere with the Ser vice Schools or not?  
The children settled into a local school and nursery and 
tentatively we began to make plans.  It seemed sensible to buy 
a house whilst we were in England.  I was planning to take 
teaching TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�on our return and Bill wanted to upgrade 
his TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�� so we began to look around the country for 
an area which would IXO¿O�both ambitions and where we could 
afford to buy a house.  Surrey, our county of birth, was far too 
expensive.  And so, we happened upon Robert Key Drive, 
Mattishall.  I could attend Keswick Hall for teacher training from 
there and Bill could extend his TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�by studying during 
the week at the Cambridge Institute.  The children could attend 
the primary school.  

The following weeks were taken up with applications for the 
courses and estate agents/ solicitors/ surveyors/ mortgage 
brokers.  It all fell into place and we moved into Mattishall on 
14th April, 1972.  About a month later, the Malta situation was 
resolved and, on May 25th, we returned to the same house in 
Malta to ¿QLVK�our contract.  The whole street was out to greet 
us and we felt really welcomed.  Our house in Robert Key Drive 
was let for a year.  So it was that in July 1973 we ¿QDOO\�moved 
back to England permanently and have lived in Mattishall ever 
since.
W hat had seemed to be a disaster had in fact done us a good 
turn because 1972 was at the time of gazumping and had we 
not bought our house then, we could not have afforded it a few 
months later, as the price had gone up by 50%!

Anna English

$QQD¶s article could have been disastrous but turned out anything 
but.
Do you have a story to tell?
Did a potential disaster result in a fortuitous conclusion?
Email your story to miscadvert@yahoo.com - we all like to read 
about happy endings

 

See Back Page 



 Next issue April 2022                            Deadline April 15th 2022                                                      21                                                              
 

 
  

The Royal British Legion provides financial, social, and emotional support to 
members and veterans of the British Armed Forces, their families,  

and dependants.  
  

Community Support Representative, Neil Bartlet, Tel: 07508310938,  
Email: neilbartlett.nb@gmail.com 

 
0HPEHU¶V�3URILOH 

Neil Bartlet, Branch Community Support Representative. 
Neil grew up in Derrington and attended King Edward V1 High School in Stafford. Having been an Air 
Cadet at Stafford, in 1983 he joined the Royal Air Force as an aircraft mechanic, becoming a skilled Air 
Radar and Laser Guided weapon systems technician, serving with 29 and 56 Squadrons in Cyprus, 
Sardinia, Germany, Canada and the USA. 
Neil left the RAF after twelvH�\HDUV¶�VHUYLFH�DQG�ZRUNHG�IRU�WZR�\HDUV�RQ�WKH�0LGODQGV�0RWRUZD\�QHWZRUN�
maintaining police CCTV cameras. But it was his experience of Tornado aircraft with the RAF that led him 
to join British Aerospace to train members of the Royal Saudi Airforce in Saudi Arabia. This he did for 
eighteen years, during which time he trained eighteen service and two civilian technicians for the Royal 
Saudi Airforce. 
It was while Neil was on leave from Saudi that he decided on completion of his contract, to live in Gnosall, 
where he now lives with his wife, Alison, and two children. He is employed as an Air Electrical Inspector 
with Tech Services, Kuehne & Nagel Air Defence at Donnington. 
$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�%UDQFK¶V�UHFUXLWPHQW�GULYH�LQ������1HLO�MRLQHG�WKH�5R\DO�British Legion and at the AGM 
that year, with his experience of leadership, mentoring and welfare issues, in the RAF, volunteered to 
become the Branch Community Support Representative, where his principal involvement will be with 
Legion awareness events, telephone buddies, home and hospital visits, bereavement support and local 
touchpoints. 

Breakfast Club 
With COVID concerns behind us, ten members gathered at Greens T on Saturday 19th )HEUXDU\�IRU�µELJ�
HDWV¶��D�IDPLO\�VL]HG�WHD�SRW�DQG�ERWWRPOHVV�coffee pot, provided by the ever-munificent Rachel. Diners 
left replete, one commenting that he would not eat again that day.  

Forthcoming Meetings and Events 
The next regular meeting of the branch will be at the Royal Oak, Gnosall, on Tuesday 5th April 2022 at 
7.30 pm. New members, ex-service personnel and others with an interest in the work of the Legion, are 
welcome to join us. 
The next meeting of the Breakfast Club will be at Greens T in Gnosall High Street on Saturday, 
16th April at 10.00 am. New members welcome. 
A coach trip to the National Memorial Arboretum has been arranged for Wednesday 11th May 2022, 
leaving the Royal Oak car park at 10.00 am, returning at 3.00 pm. Tickets £12.00 per head, payable by 
2nd May. Non-members welcome subject to seat availability. Persons requiring mobility aids to advise 
when booking. Contact Di Clark on 07984 517034. 
  
Alan Cristall, PRO, Gnosall & District Branch 
Tel: 01785 822022 Email: cristall@btinternet.com 

 
 
Branch Meetings 

 
 

 
  

Branch Meetings 
  

mailto:neilbartlett.nb@gmail.com
mailto:cristall@btinternet.com
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 Crossword Answers from March 

 

Scarecrow Festival 
13th ± 14th August 2022 

In Moreton, Outwoods & Bromstead 
You will remember in 2015 and 2019 we had two wonderful 

village week-ends when we held our first and second 
Scarecrow Festivals. We have been asked a number of 

times, when can we do it again, so 2022 is the year! 
The week ± end chosen is 13th /14th August and the theme is: 

&KDUDFWHUV�IURP�FKLOGUHQ¶V�ERRNV��ILOPV�RU�FDUWRRQV� 
Scarecrow making is a terrific craft project for the whole family to enjoy. 
<RX�GRQ¶W�QHHG�WR�EH�D�JRRG�DUWLVW�RU�D�FDUSHQWHU�WR�PDNH�D�ZRQGHUIXO�

scarecrow as was proved in 2015 & 2019. You just need some 
imagination and be willing to have a go! The scarecrow can be made from 

any material and be as big as you like. It is not a competition! 
If you are keen to take part please let the Squirrels know by the end of 

April. More details later.  
    Telephone: 01952 691630 

       Email: ortbro43@gmail.com 
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There once was a sandstone quarry 

Opposite the farm 
We used to go and play in it  
Never coming to any harm 

 
We were told the quarry 

A blacksmith worked his ware 
We found a cut-out shelter 

And assumed it must be there 
 

But alas a few years later 
The quarry it was gone 

Somebody decided to fill it in 
So no more childhood fun 

 
Jan Breeze 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DŽƌĞƚŽŶ͕�KƵƚǁŽŽĚƐ�
ĂŶĚ��ƌŽŵƐƚĞĂĚ�:ƵďŝůĞĞ�
�ĨƚĞƌŶŽŽŶ�dĞĂ�Θ�WĂƌƚǇ 

The Community Centre and Parish 
Council are arranging an afternoon 
tea party at the Millennium Centre 

to celebrate the Queens  
Platinum Jubilee 2022 

 
 

Please save the date ± 5th 
June starting at 2.30 pm 

 
We will be organising 

entertainments and competitions 
for the afternoon. 

 
Please save all your red, white and 
blue. We will have further details 

to follow. 
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Advance Notice  

BINGO & 
BANGERS 
 

Saturday 21st May 2022, 7pm 
 at Millennium Community Centre. 
 
Admission £5 (children £2.50).   
To include one Bingo sheet of 6 games and a 
Hot Dog. 

Bar open. 

WƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�ŝŶ�ĂŝĚ�ŽĨ�^ƚ�DĂƌǇ͛Ɛ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͘ 
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    6W�0DU\·V�&KXUFK 
CLOSURE OF GRAVEYARD 
tĞ�ĂƉŽůŽŐŝƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂǀĞǇĂƌĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�͚ĐůŽƐĞĚ͛�

whilst repair work is carried out to the slabbed paths 
at the far end. 

 
Work commenced on 7th March and will continue 
probably until the end of March during which time 

there will be no safe access to graves.  We will 
inform you when the graveyard is open again. 

Members of Parochial Church Council. 
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Our research shows two thirds (67%) of people are worried about their home being broken into, yet there 
are simple, proven measures we can all take to reduce our chances of becoming a victim of burglary by up 
to 50%. THINK WIDEN. 

VAN BREAKS 

Staffordshire Police have received numerous reports of vans being broken into over-night. 
 
In several of the LQFLGHQW¶V entry has been gained to the vehicles by forcing the lock and power tools have 
been stolen. 
 
Please ensure, if possible, any items of value are removed from vehicles and vehicles are parked in a well-
lit area. If possible park your vehicle close to a building so access to the doors is restricted. 

MOTORCYCLE THEFT 

Staffordshire Police have received a report of the theft of two motor cycles from a shed in the garden of a 
property in Gnosall. Remember to secure outbuildings particularly overnight and report any suspicious 
activity to the police.  

DOOR TO DOOR SALESMAN 

Staffordshire police have been made aware of a male selling goods door to door in the local areas. 
This male has been described as quite persistent and has caused some alarm to residents. 
We advise that you do not buy good from anyone going door to door and exercise caution when answering 
the door. 

GPS THEFT CHURCH EATON 

During March a GPS system was stolen from a tractor in Church Eaton area.  
Thefts of GPS systems is a major concern for farmers. The equipment can be costly to replace and can 
massively disrupt day to day farming operations. 
The technology plays a vital role in modern farming and thefts of systems can take time to replace, causing 
delays during busy periods. 
 
Crime prevention advice to help protect GPS systems from thieves: 
 
- Activate PIN security on GPS kit with your own unique number if available. 
- If your system is not PIN enabled, mark your postcode to deter thieves and trace your property back to you. 
- Keep tractors and other machinery with GPS fitted stored out of sight when possible. 
- Remove GPS kit when possible from tractors and other machinery and store it securely when not in use. 
- Record serial numbers and photograph your kit. 
- Check serial number of second-hand kit offered for sale. 

Dawn Burney Neighbourhood Watch Community Co-ordinator    
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Do you have some news to share or 
just have something to say about the 
village? If you can contribute to the 

content of your Mobstead News 
Magazine in any way or would like to 

give us feedback (good or bad) or 
discuss any magazine issues then  

                  Please contact:  
Carol Winterbottom on 0195 691131  
                          Email:   
carolwinterbottom@btinternet.com  
                              or  

   David Winterbottom on 01952 691131  
 Email: 

davidwinterbottom413@btinternet.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why not try your luck?  
To join in the Bonus Ball Lottery, for  

£1 per week, contact Sally Kerr 
on 01952 691464 for details about  

setting up your standing order. 
 

Lucky Bonus Ball Numbers 

20 48 16 7 

ANAGRAMS SOLUTIONS 
FROM MARCH 2022 

 
1. MOUSE 

 
2. FALCON 
 

3. ALLIGATOR 

 

4. FLAMINGO 

 

5. BARRACUDA 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SOME OF 
THESE ANAGRAMS 

 SEEM TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE 
BUT CAN YOU SOLVE THEM 

ANYWAY? 
CREATURES 

1.  RAPTOR                (6) 
 
2. NIP HOLD              (7) 
 
3. GREAT DRIP         (9) 
 
4. A MALL                 (5) 
 
5. A PENCIL              (7) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers in the next publication 

26th Feb 5th March 12th March 19th March 



Next issue May 2022                                           Deadline April 15th 2022                                                       29           
 

      M.O.B. STITCHERS AT THE MILLENNIUM HALL 
 

                                                                           14th and 21st April 2022 
                Thursday at 2pm till 4pm 
               at Moreton Millennium Hall 

             Everyone Welcome!!! 
 

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

    
                                                           
 

    OUR NEXT MEETING 
         21st of April 2022 
  Time: 12.00 until 2.30pm 
   If you would like to join  
our friendly group for light  
   refreshments and a chat 
   please ring Pat and Phil      

         Lawley on 01952 691451        
         (Admission £3) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

Charity Number 213890                     Save The Children 
    If you have any unwanted clothes or bric-a-brac etc.  

       to donate we would willingly collect. 
 
 
 
 

                                            
                                           

         Please contact: Ann Taylor on 01785 823332 
   

M.O.B. 
THURSDAY 

CLUB 
 

 

 MORETON, OUTWOODS, AND BROMSTEAD WI REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2019 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

:20(1¶6�,167,787(� 
The Moreton, Outwoods and Bromstead 
:RPHQ¶V�,QVWLWXWH�PHHW�LQ�WKH�0RUHWRQ�

Millennium Community Hall on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 2pm.  

All ladies of any age are welcome. We 
have interesting speakers and 

refreshments.  

 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This two-letter word in English has more meanings 
than any other two-letter word, and that word is UP. 
It is listed in the dictionary as an [adv], [prep], 
[adj], [n] or [v]. It's easy to understand UP, meaning 
toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 
awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP? At a 
meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we 
speak UP, and why are the officers UP for election 
(if there is a tie, it is a toss UP) and why is it UP to 
the secretary to write UP a report? We call UP our 
friends, brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, 
warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen. 
We lock UP the house and fix UP the old car. At 
other times, this little word has real special 
meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, 
work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. To be 
dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special. 
 

And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened 
UP because it is blocked UP. We open UP a store in 
the morning but we close it UP at night. We seem to 
be pretty mixed UP about UP! To be 
knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look 
UP the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized 
dictionary, it takes UP almost a quarter of the page 
and can add UP to about thirty definitions. If you 
are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the 
many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of your 
time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP 
with (UP to) a hundred or more. When it threatens 
to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun 
comes out, we say it is clearing UP. When it rains, 
the earth soaks it UP. When it does not rain for a 
while, things dry UP. One could go on and on, but 
I'll wrap it UP, for now . . . My time is UP! 
 

THE WORD IS UP! 
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THIS  

CARTWRIGHT AND HUDSON FOUNDATION 
  ARE YOU GOING TO UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE? 

   OR TRAINING AS AN APPRENTICE? 
 The Cartwright and Hudson Foundation is a local    
  educational charity that helps young people who  

  are undertaking any of the above and are  
  residents of Gnosall, Moreton or Knightley. 

 
   We are able to provide financial assistance       
    towards the purchase of books, equipment,     

   instruments, tools etc. 
 For further information and an application form  

please contact 

Mrs D. Stiles ± Clerk to the Trustees 
  Heather Lodge 

  6 Fair View Court 
    Wheaton Aston 

 Staffordshire ST19 9RB 

   (or drop into the Parish Office, High Street, Gnosall) 
 

 

Moreton Millennium Community Centre 
The Fully Air-Conditioned Main Hall, Social  

Club Room and Lower Hall with Skittle Ally are 
available for Hire at reduced rates for residents of 
Moreton Outwoods & Bromstead. The Main Hall 
capacity is 100 and is available for Weddings, 

Birthday Parties etc: with a full catering Kitchen. 
The Lower Hall is available with or without the 
Skittle Alley with a capacity of 50, access by 
stairlift for wheelchair users 28 Car Parking 
places including 2 Blue Badge places. The  

Centre is fully licenced for Music and the sale  
and consumption of alcohol on the premises. 
Enquires 01952 691520 (Answer phone) 

Email info@millenniumhall-moreton.co.uk 
 

 
 

Advertise  here !!! 

£15 pa 

Email: mnvillagemagazine @btinternet.com 

or  

Phone: 01952 691131 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

1 April. 1662 

British King Charles II grants  
royal patronage to a group of  
scientists and academics  
founding the Royal  
Society of London 

 

4 April. 1964 

 The Beatles fill the first five places 
 LQ�WKH�86�VLQJOHV�FKDUW�ZLWK�³3OHDVH 
 3OHDVH�0H´��³,�:DQW�WR�+ROG�<RXU� 
 +DQG´��³6KH�/RYHV�<RX´��³7ZLVW� 
  DQG�6KRXW´�DQG�³&DQ¶W�%X\� 
  0H�/RYH´� 

 

9 April. 1806 

Birthday of English engineer and 
inventor Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 
Perhaps the greatest of the  
19th-century engineers, he  
designed railways, bridges, tunnels, 
viaducts and ships. 
  

10 
April. 

1633 
Bananas, never seen before in  
England, went on sale in a London  
shop. 

 

11 
April. 

1689 

The joint coronation of William III,  
Prince of Orange and champion of  
Protestantism, and his wife Mary II  
took place in London. 

 
14  
April. 

1983 The first cordless telephone went 
 on sale in Britain. 

 

17  
April. 

1969 
The age at which a person is  
 eligible to vote in Britain was 
 lowered from 21 to 18. 

 

24 
April.   1858 

 At the second attempt, the biggest 
 bell in the world, Big Ben, is finally  
 ready for hanging in the clock  
 tower of Westminster Palace,  
 London. 
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  3KLO¶V�7UDYHO 
Executive Airport Transfers 

 All Seaports and  
Long Distance Travel 

Fully Licensed Private Hire 
    Tel: 01952 550750 / 07891 975688 

Email: philstravel@btinternet.com 
Find us on Facebook 

  

 

  Call George: 
01785 824981 
                   Or 
07967 600914 

 

Advertise here !!! 

£30 pa 

Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 
Phone: 01952 691131 
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Advertise here !!! 

£15 pa 

   Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

or  

Phone: 01952 691131 

 

Advertise here !!! 

£40 pa 

Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 
Phone: 01952 691131 

 
 
 

 

Advertise here !!! 

£40 pa 

Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 
Phone: 01952 691131 

 
 

Advertise here !!! 

£15 pa 

   Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

or  

Phone: 01952 691131 



   Next issue May 2022                                  Deadline April 15th 2022                                                          33 
                                                                                                                        

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advertise  here !!! 

£15 pa 

 Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 
or  

Phone: 01952 691131 

 
 

Advertise  here !!! 

£15 pa 

Email: mnvillagemagazine @btinternet.com 
or  

Phone: 01952 691131 

 

Advertise here!!! 

£45 pa 

    Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

or  

Phone: 01952 691131 

or Leave a Message 
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   .$7(¶6�ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
 Chartered Accountants 

 
                       Self ± employed/Company accounts 
                       Tax returns 
                       VAT returns 

           Payroll              
           Bookkeeping 

  For friendly and personal service at reasonable  
  rates. Call Kate on 01952 813123 or 07764 892888 

Member of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants 

 

                   Advertise here !!! 
      Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

or 
Phone: 01952 691131 £30

pa 
pa 

 
 

Advertise here !!! 

£15 pa 

 Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

or  

Phone: 01952 691131 

 BROMSTEAD GARDEN SERVICES 
  All Your Garden Needs 

  Mowing 
  Fencing 
   Slabs 
    Etc 

 
 Call Kevin on: 

 07779621902 OR 01952691239 

 

CHIROPODIST 
Sarah Irvine 

M.S.S.Ch.  M.B.ChA. 
Home Visits: Monday to Friday 

Tel.       01785 823151 
 Mobile   07966 549709 

 
 
 

 

Advertise here !!! 

£15 pa 

 Email: mnvillagemagazine@btinternet.com 

or  

Phone: 01952 691131 
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DOCTORS Gnosall Group Practice (surgery) 01785 822220 
 (Dispensary) 01785 822166 
 Newport, Linden Hall 01952 820400 

 Newport, Wellington Road 01952 811677 
SHROPDOC (Out of Hours) Check with your surgery if you can access this service or ring 111 0333 222 6655 
D.S.S. Telford Centre 01952 207400 
 Benefit Enquiry Line (for people with disabilities) 0800 882200 
POLICE Emergency Calls (No Charge) 999 
 Non-Emergency Calls of a general nature ring -  

(15p. charge regardless of length of call, mobile or landline) 
101 

 For calls concerning local issues, (15p. charge regardless of length 
of call, mobile or landline) and ask for  Patrick Wright PCSO 
16750, Gareth Higgins PCSO 26345, Emma Fry PCSO 23800 

 

HOSPITALS The County Hospital, Stafford 01785 257731 
 South Staffs Healthcare 01785 257888 
 University Hospital of North Staffs, S.O.T. 01782 715444 
 Princess Royal, Telford 01952 641222 
UTILITIES GPU Midlands Electricity 08457 353637 
 Power Loss Helpline 0800 9177953 
 Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444 
MORETON ORGANISATIONS :RPHQ¶V�,QVWLWXWH��3UHVLGHQW��0UV�$�*ULIILWKV� 01952 691477 
   :RPHQ¶V�,QVWLWXWH��6HFUHWDU\��0UV�&�:LQWHUERWWRP������������������� 01952 691131 
 :RPHQ¶V�,QVWLWXWH��7UHDVXUHU��0UV�-�3RZQDOO� 01952 825747 
 Neighbourhood Watch Community Co-Ordinator (Dawn)                                07985113188 
 Karate (Mr Wayne Butler)                                              Mobile  07890 349451 
 Millennium Community Centre (MCC) 01952 691520 
 Millennium Community Centre (Webmaster)     (Mr D Winterbottom) 01952 691131 
 Mobstead News Editor                                        (Mrs C Winterbottom) 01952 691131 
 Mobstead News Magazine Contents/Graphics    (Mr D Winterbottom) 01952 691131 
 Mobstead News Distribution Manager                (Mrs S Howlett)                  07970 422498 
MORETON MILLENNIUM COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT  
Chairman  Mr R Kerr                      Email: rogerkerr07@gmail.com 01952 691464 
Secretary  Mrs K Underhill 01952 691308 
Treasurer  Mrs S Kerr 01952 691464 
Social Club Chairman/Lottery Mr C Turpin         01952 691606 
Social Club Secretary Mr A Bennett 01952 691644 
Social Club Membership Secretary Vacant  
Social Club Treasurer Mr R Surrage 01952 691365 
Booking Secretary  +HOHQ�2¶1HLOO����������������Email: helen4523@gmail.com 01952 691098 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

Rector Revd Alison Hudson, rectorstaffsborder@gmail.com 01785 822820 
Chairman Revd Alison Hudson, rectorstaffsborder@gmail.com 01785 822820 
Secretary Mrs Carol Winterbottom  01952 691131 
Treasurer Mr Trevor Davies 01952 285157 
Deanery Synod Reps.   
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Sandra Cummings                                                                                           07912146172 
 
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

  

Borough Councillors Mr M Smith                  E-mail: rmsmith@staffordbc.gov.uk 01785 280648 
                                                                                    Mr Patrick Farrington   E-mail: pfarrington@stafford.gov.uk                               01785 824162 
Gnosall Parish Council Clerk Miss Jayne Cooper       E-mail: clerk@gnosallparishcouncil.org.uk 01785 822685 
Council Support Officer                                         Mr Stuart Ridgewell     E-mail: cso@gnosallparishcouncil.org.uk 01785 822685 
Grosvenor Centre (parish)  01785 822685 
County Councillor Mark J Winnington  E-mail: mark.winnington@staffordshire.gov.uk 01785 822224 
PARISH COUNCIL  
MORETON WARD 

Mrs J Tomkinson 
Mr Allan Mills 
Mr Martin Holmes 

01785 823473 
01785 824636 
07976 138073 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Sir Bill Cash MP 01785 811000 
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