First Lutheran Church

An ELCA Congregation

Celebrating 176 years of continuous ministry in Galveston!

Sunday, August 9, 2026
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 AM Worship & Communion



Welcome!

ALL are welcome here! Believers, doubters, people
with questions, people with pasts, all walks of
life...People!

We are thankful that YO'U are here!

)

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake,

wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When
the disciples face a great storm on the seq, they cry
out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is |; do not be
afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the
calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In
comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us
peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
presence to others.

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026
Holy Communion 10:00am



Prelude & Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one anofther.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Eternal Father, Strong to Save
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Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.

Prayer of the Day

O God our defender, storms rage around and within
us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from
fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Commissioning of Healing Prayer Ministers

Blessing of Back Packs and Children’s Message
Children are invited forward for a special message with Ms. Krista!

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared fo
Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced
God in “sheerssilence.” God assured Elijah that he is
not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand
Israelites are still loyal. God insfructed Elijah to anoint
two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own
successor.

Lector - The first reading comes from 15t Kings the 19th
chapter.

At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Eljah] came 1o a
cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” '©He answered, “I
have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.”



I"He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain
before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was
splitfing mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind,
and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was
not in the earthquake, '?and after the earthquake a
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire
a sound of sheer silence. '*When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came
a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here,
Eljahe” “He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” °Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over
Aram. '¢ Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as
king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. ”Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword
of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '8 Yet | will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed
to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 85:8-13
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- I will lis - ten to whatthe Lorp God is say - ing.

Psalm 85:8

8| will listen to what the LOrRD | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
’Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who
fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land. R
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met
together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each
other.
' Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from
heaven.
2The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will I yield its increase.
I3 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R



Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship with God is not something we
achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This
proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.
Lector The second reading comes from Romans the
10th chapter.
>Moses writes concerning the righteousness that
comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness
that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?¢’ " (that is, to bring
Christ down) 7 *or ‘Who will descend into the
abysse’ " (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). ¢But what does it saye

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim), ? because if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness,
and one confesses with the mouth, leading to
salvation. '' The scripture says, “No one who believes
in him will be put to shame.” '?For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on



him. ¥ For “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”
14But how are they to call on one in whom they
have not believed? And how are they to believe in
one of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone to proclaim
hime > And how are they to proclaim him unless they
are sente As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news!”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able to receive the gospel.

Acclamation is sung twice to with the African Drum.

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Gospel

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,
the 14th chapter.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Maithew 14:22-33

Matthew's gospel typically porfrays Jesus’ disciples as
people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus
comes fo the disciples when they are in frouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go
on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of

Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.?> And after
he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came,
he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the
wind was against them. 2> And early in the morning
he came walking tfoward them on the sea. %6 But
when the disciples saw him walking on the seq, they
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried
out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them
and said, “Take heart, itis |; do not be afraid.”

26 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.” 2 He said,
“Come."” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 0 But
when he notficed the strong wind, he became



frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save mel” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, *You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. 3* And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of
God.”

Pastor The gospel of the Lord.

All Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades

Please stand as able.



My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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I My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
2 Throughall the tu-mult and the strife, I hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3  What though my joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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1 catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can 1 keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round?Songs in the night he giv -eth.
All  things are mine since 1 am his! How can 1 keep from sing-ing?
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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CREED
Let us join in confessing the Christian faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the F life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s

creation.
Please stand as able.
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lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every
place, that your word may be heard. Where your
voice is scorned and your people persecuted,
strengthen the church in its faithful witness. We lift up
Bishops Curry, Breashears-Schulz, and Haddad, our
international partners in Peru, the Central African
Republic, and the Maasai in Tanzania. God of grace,

let our prayers rise up like incense before you.

We pray for this world you have created, that all life
may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its variety and
help ecosystems to survive the extremes of @
changing climate. We pray for those contending with
wild fires. Move our hearts with compassion to join in
this work. God of grace, let our prayers rise up like
incense before you.

We pray for leaders of towns, states, nations, and
organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they will lead with justice and integrity.
Give them an earnest desire to defend the cause of
the weak and needy, and to maintain the rights of
the poor and oppressed. Teach us to respond with
Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.



God of grace, let our prayers rise up like incense
before you.
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lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

We pray for all who struggle amid the storms of life,
that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lost, lonely,
incarcerated, or grieving, and all who suffer. We pray
for Danny, Joyce, Angie, Danny, those on our
sustaining prayer list, and those we name now . . ..
God of grace, let our prayers rise up like incense
before you.

We pray for this congregation and its ministries, that
they reflect your love and life amid a turbulent world.
Guide council members, elders, and other church
leaders with your still, calm voice. Grant us wisdom to
recognize needs and faith and creativity to act. God
of grace, let our prayers rise up like incense before
you.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before
us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that we may one
day join them in your eternal kingdom. God of grace,
let our prayers rise up like incense before you.
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lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.

Offering

For those who wish to donate online the QR code will take you tfo the

online giving page.
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Please stand as able.

Offering Song



Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
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1 “Come to me, O wea -1y trav - ’ler; come to
2 “Do not fear, my yoke is eas - y; do not
3 “Take my yoke and leave your trou - bles; take my
4 “Rest iIn me, O wea -1y trav - ’ler; rest in
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me with your dis - tress; come to me, you heav -y -
fear, my bur-den’s light; do not fear the path be -
yoke and come with me. Take my yoke, I am be -
me and do not fear. Rest in me, my heart is
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bur - dened; come to me and find your rest.”
fore you; do not run from me in fright.”
side you; take and learn hu-mil -1 - ty.”
gen - tle; rest and  cast a - way your care.”

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our
hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of
your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.




Great Thanksgiving
Pastor The Lord be with you.

All And also with you

Pastor Lift up your hearts

All We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 413)

All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory and your
grace.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who
Comes in the name of the Lord God most high.

Pastor In the night that Jesus was betrayed, in an
upper room,
He took and bread and blessed it as he said,
Here's my body broken for you.

He fook the cup and raised it up on high,
bowed his head and prayed,

And then he said my blood for you is shed,
a cleansing stream to wash your sins away.



All Come and see the Glory of the Lord,
come behold the Lamb,
Come and taste the mercy of the King,
bowing down before him.
For He is Lord above the heavens,
Lord in all the earth
Lord of all the angels,
Worthy to be served.

Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluiq, Lord.

Lord's Prayer

Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our frespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Invitation To Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.



Distribution

Ushers will guide you to receive communion. Gluten free wafers are
available from the Pastor. Both red wine and white grape juice are
offered in the trays. For a blessing, come forward with your arms
folded over your chest. A Healing Prayer Station is in the back of the
room.

Communion Song
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns



We Come to the Hungry Feast
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God 1is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.



Jesus Loves Me!
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi- ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0 - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! loves me still, though I'm ver -y weak and 1ll;
4 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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yes, Je - sus loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO.

Please stand as able.

Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.




Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and
wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel-low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.
Dismissal

Jesus calls us fo be a community,
embracing all; nourishing mind, body and spirit.
We go into the world Following Jesus — Loving All!
Go in peace. Share the Good News!
Thanks be to God. And we willl

Postlude




Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com
www firstlutherangalveston.com

Church Office Hours, Monday - Thursday

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:00pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Senior Pastor

revrhoades@fristlutherangalveston.com

Krista Scheuerman, Youth, Family & Communications

youth@firstlutherangalveston.com

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist
Annie Blanken, Executive Director, LMA
Christina Muehe, Director, Lyceum

Kim Robles, Nursery (Wiggle Room)

Let Us Know You Are Here!




