First Lutheran Church

An ELCA Congregation

Celebrating 176 years of continuous ministry in Galveston!

Sunday, November 1, 2026
All Saints Sunday
10:00 AM Worship & Communion



Welcome!

ALL are welcome here! Believers, doubters, people
with questions, people with pasts, all walks of
life...People!

We are thankful that YO'U are here!

[
—_ - -
\'S’ ’._'f
VN
N 1
D g €

7 //)k/\

)

In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy
communion God forgives the sins of all the saints. In worship
today we give thanks for all the saints *who from their
labors rest.” In the same breath we petition God for the
strength to hear and heed admonitions of Jesus in today'’s
gospel reading. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and sustained by
our Savior's body and blood, we live with joy as God gives
us breath, to the praise of God's glory.

All Saints Sunday
November 1, 2026
Holy Communion 10:00am

Prelude & Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love
into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection. Please kneel or be seated.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others. We have sinned in thought, word and deed.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through #+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace

Amen.



Verses 1-2 and 6-7

For All the Saints
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1 For all the saints who from their la - bors rest, who
2 Thou  wast their rock, their for - tress, and their might; thou,

Stanzas 3-5 below.

6 But then there breaks a yet more glo-rious day: the
7 From earth’s wide bounds, from o - cean’s far - thest coast, through
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thee by  faith be - fore the world con - fessed, thy
Lord, their cap - tain in  the well - fought fight; ..
saints tri - um - phant rise in bright ar ray; the
gates of pearl streams in the count - less host,
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name, O Je - sus, be for - ev - er blest.
thou, in the dark - ness drear, their one true light.
King of glo - ry pass - es  on his way.
sing - 1ng to Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost:
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.
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world: have mer - cy on us; you are seat-ed at  the
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right hand of the Fa- ther: re - ceive  our prayer.
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lone are the Ho-1ly  One, you a - lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one
communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of
faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you
have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message

Children are invited forward for a special message with Ms. Krista!

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western
Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. Today'’s reading is
a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to
stande” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God’s
protection and a vision of victory.

Lector The first reading comes from Revelation the

/th chapter.

7 After this | looked, and there was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. 19They cried out in a
loud voice, saying,



“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne and to the Lamb!”
"M And all the angels stood around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures, and
they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 'Zsinging, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power
and might

be to our God forever and everl Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,
“Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come frome” 4| said to him, “Sir, you are the
one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

15For this reason they are before the throne of God

and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will

shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat,

17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of
the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 34:1-10, 22
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those who fear the Lorp lack noth - ing.

I [ will bless the Lord I at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth.
2] will glory ! in the Lord;
let the lowly hear | and rejoice. R
3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the Lord;
let us exalt God’s | name together.
4] sought the Lord, who | answered me
and delivered me from | all my terrors.
5Look upon the Lord | and be radiant,
and let not your faces | be ashamed.
¢| called in my affliction, and | the Lord heard me
and saved me from ! all my troubles. R
’The angel of the Lord encamps around those who
| fear the Lord
and de- | livers them.
8Taste and see that the | Lord is good;
happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!
?Fear the Lord, you saints | of the Lord,
for those who fear the | Lord lack nothing.



10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing ! that is
good.
220 Lord, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their frust in you will | not be
punished. R

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for
God'’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart
to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we
shall see God as God really is.
Lector The secondreading comes from 1sf John the
3rd chapter.
'See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God, and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is
pure..

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able to receive the gospel.
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Gospel
Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,
the 5 chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those
who are blessed with God'’s favor. His teaching is surprising and
shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over
others.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the
mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them,
saying:



3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.

5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive
mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
God.

?“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.

10¥Blessed are those who are persecuted for the
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11 ¥Blessed are you when people revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. '2Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Pastor The gospel of the Lord.

All Praise to you, O Christ.

Song of Gratitude



Give Thanks
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

Please be seated.

Sermon

Please stand as

The Rev. Richard Rhoades

Give Thanks for the Saints who have gone before us!

able.




(Soloist and Choir on verses 1-4. CONGREGATION on Verse )

Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 1 need thy pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
3 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy Cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
what but  thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the  skies;
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When  oth - er help - ers fail  and com - forts flee,
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can  be?
change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav’n’s morn -ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the  help-less, oh, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
O thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.
I tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.



CREED
Let us join in confessing the Christian faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the F life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new,
we pray for the church and the world.



Please kneel or be seated.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Fill your church with mercy and humility as we
proclaim the gospel in our worship and witness in the
world. Renew and inspire all who preach and teach
among us. We lift up Bishops Curry, Breashears-Schulz,
and Haddad, our international partners in Peru, the
Central African Republic, and the Maasai in
Tanzania. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Restore all lands suffering from ecological
degradation. Protect soils and waterways, wildlife
and habitats. Point us toward innovative ways of
living in harmony and joy with creation. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.



Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and
peace. Raise up righteous leaders who listen deeply
for the needs of their communities, and surround the
election process with wisdom and discernment. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bring comfort and care to all who are in need,
especially all who mourn this day. Sustain any who
are weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling with
chronic illness, including Danny, Jimmy, Jim, Carla,
Kay, Don, Francis those on our sustaining prayer list,
and those we name now . .. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Nurture programs and communities that support
elders and those who are homebound. Bless
caregivers, nurses, chaplains, social workers, and
hospice staff. Guide this congregation’s ministry with
seniors and their families. God, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.



With grateful hearts we remember all who have died
and now rest from their labors

Richard “Sluggo” Joseph Thiem, Jr.
Shelby Ann Bolton Groth
Raymond Zorn
Sylvia Joan Sapsky
Clarence “Clay” Irwin Lewis, Jr.
Marianna Elizabeth Forasiepi Ceccacci
Ruby Faye Priest Wulf
Ira Clayborn “Clay” Rogers
Dana Timothy Connor
Ronald “Ronnie” Blythe Schultz, Jr.
Cynthia “Cindy” Dean Agrella
Donna Jean Grider McEachern
Richard John Cano
And those we remember in our hearts...

Fill us with songs of praise until we too are gathered
at your side. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we enftrust all
for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus, your
beloved. Amen.

Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.

Offering

For those who wish to donate online the QR code will take you fo the
online giving page.

Please stand as able.



Offering Song

Now Thank We All Our God
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I Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,
3 All praise and thanks to  God the  Fa - ther now be giv en,
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who won-drous things has  done, in  whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless - ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it  blest, who reign in high-est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one ¢ - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still 1S ours to day.
and free wus from all harm n this world and the next.
for thus it was, is now, and shall be ev - er more.

Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love
to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.




Great Thanksgiving
Pastor The Lord be with you.

All And also with you

Pastor Lift up your hearts

All We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 413)

All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory and your
grace.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who
Comes in the name of the Lord God most high.

Pastor In the night that Jesus was betrayed, in an
upper room,
He took the bread and blessed it as he said,
Here's my body broken for you.

He fook the cup and raised it up on high,
bowed his head and prayed,

And then he said my blood for you is shed,
a cleansing stream to wash your sins away.

All Come and see the Glory of the Lord,
come behold the Lamb,



Come and taste the mercy of the King,
bowing down before him.

For He is Lord above the heavens,

Lord in all the earth

Lord of all the angels,

Worthy to be served.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord.

Lord's Prayer
Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our frespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Invitation To Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, comel!

Communion Song
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Please be seated.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion

Distribution: Ushers will guide you to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available from the Pastor. Both red wine and white grape
juice are offered in the frays. For a blessing, come forward with your
arms folded over your chest. A Healing Prayer Station is located in
the Chapel.

Today you may also light candles in remembrance of those who

have gone before us or visit the ofrenda set up in the Chapel as an
act of remembrance.

Communion Hymns



Jerusalem, My Happy Home
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Je - 1u-sa-lem, my hap - py home,when shall [ come to thee?

O hap - py har - bor of the saints, O sweetand pleas-ant soil!
Thy gar-dens and thy gal - lant walks con - tin - uval-ly are  green;
There trees for-ev - er- more bear fruit and ev - er- more do spring;

Je - ru-sa-lem, Je - ru - sa-lem, God grant that I may see
- | i | i
i — -
4 @
\_/
When shall my sor - rows have an end? Thy joys when shall I  see?
In thee no sor - row may be found, no grief, no care, no ftoil.

there  grow such sweet and pleas-ant flow’rs as no-where else are seen.
there ev - er - more the an- gels sit and ev - er - more do sing.
thine end-less joy, and of the same par-tak - er ev - er be!



Shall We Gather at the River
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor-ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful v - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.

Please stand as able.

Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ =
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.




Prayer

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish
us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In
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1 Oh, when the saints go  march-ing in, oh, when the
2 Oh, when the Lord in glo - ry comes, oh, when the
3 Oh, when the new world is re - vealed, oh, when the
4 Oh, when they gath - er round the  throne, oh, when they
5 And on that hal - le lu - jah  day, and on that
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saints go  march - ing in, O Lord, I want to be in that
Lord in glo - ry comes, O Lord, I want to be in that
new world is re - vealed, O Lord, I want to be in that
gath - er round the throne, O Lord, I want to be in that
hal - le - lu - jah day, O Lord, I want to be in that
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num-ber when the saints go march - ing in.
num-ber when the Lord in glo - ry comes.
num-ber when the new world is re -  vealed.
num-ber when they gath - er round the throne.
num-ber on that hal - le lu - jah day.

Dismissal

Jesus calls us to be a community,

embracing all; nourishing mind, body and spirit.

We go info the world

Following Jesus - Loving Alll

Go in peace. Encourage one another.
Thanks be to God. And we will!

Postlude
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