First Lutheran Church

An ELCA Congregation

Celebrating 176 years of continuous ministry in Galveston!

Sunday, October 11, 2026
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 AM Worship & Communion

Welcome!



ALL are welcome here! Believers, doubters, people
with questions, people with pasts, all walks of
life...People!

We are thankful that YO'U are here!
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In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come,
when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable
about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the
invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a
table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we
rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all
understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the
Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with
others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026
Holy Communion 10:00am

Prelude & Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love
into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others. We have sinned in thought, word and deed.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through #+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace

Amen.



Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a - rise, tri-umph o’er the shades of night;
joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams [ see,
fill me, ra- dian - cy di- vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in
till

my heart ap - pear.
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
shin-ing to the per - fect day.

they in - ward light im - part,
more and more thy - self dis - play,

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.

Refrain
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est, the high - est, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.

Prayer of the Day

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Children’s Message
Children are invited forward for a special message with Ms. Krista!

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.



First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the
poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at
which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a
monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever.
The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

Lector The first reading comes from Isaiah the 25th
chapter.

'O LORD, you are my God;
| will exalt you; | will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade
from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like @
winter rainstorm,
>the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry
place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of
clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.



¢ On this mountain the LORD of hosts will
make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-
aged wines strained clear.
”And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all
nations;
She will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears
from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
71t will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for
him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have
waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23
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'"The Lord I'is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my I soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways | for your
name’s sake.
4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
| comfort me. R
5You prepare a table before me in the presence |
of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is |
running over.
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | Lord
forever. R



Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul
calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no
matter what the circumstance. God'’s peace is with us and
binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially
when things around us do not seem peaceful.

Lector The second reading comes from Philippians
the 4th chapter.

My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for,

my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,

my beloved.

2| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the
same mind in the Lord. °Yes, and | ask you also, my
loyal companion, help these women, for they have
stfruggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers,
whose names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. ¢ Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. " And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

SFinally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.



? As for the things that you have learned and
received and heard and noticed in me, do them,
and the God of peace will be with you.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able to receive the gospel.
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Gospel

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,
the 22nd chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God'’s
kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken
lightly.



'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:
2%The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He
sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to
the wedding banquet, but they would not come.

4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who
have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’
>But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, ¢ while the rest seized his
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. ? Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
all whom they found, both good and bad, so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

I"But when the king came in to see the guests, he
noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, '?and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you get in here without a wedding robe?2’ And he
was speechless. ' Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’ “For many are called, but
few are chosen.”



Pastor  The gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Richard Rhoades

Please stand as able.

Now We Join in Celebration
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I Now we join in cel - e-bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
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rec - on-ciled throughyou,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - vry, of your liv - ing self, our vic - t’ry,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed wus.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - ¢y till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.



CREED
Let us join in confessing the Christian faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the F life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Reminded of God's gracious and abundant love, we

offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
Please stand as able.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on
your holy mountain. Empower the World Council of
Churches and all those working across religious
difference, that the world may know your undivided
love. We lift up Bishops Curry, Breashears-Schulz, and
Haddad, our international partners in Peru, the
Central African Republic, and the Maasai in
Tanzania. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of green pastures and
quiet waters. Preserve all places of natural beauty
and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid
storm and disaster. Renew all communities facing



disasters including areas affected by flooding and
fires, earthquakes and drought and give your
courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear.
Comfort those who are missing family members. Put
an end to human trafficking. Reveal your love and
mercy to the incarcerated. Heal and console all who
are sick or suffering, including Donna, Diane, Danny,
Don, those on our sustaining prayer list, and those we
name now . .. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all
people. Challenge this congregation to open wide
our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Grant
us wisdom and creativity as we reach out to our
neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to swallow up death
forever. We give thanks for those who have gone
before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.

Offering

For those who wish to donate online the QR code will take you fo the
online giving page.

Please stand as able.



Offering Song

O God beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of carth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we  bring,
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that we  who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown—
and wheth -er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and  mer-cies with-out end:
though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’'ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up-on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at vyour beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -n -fice of praise.




Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love
to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Pastor The Lord be with you.

All And also with you

Pastor Lift up your hearts

All We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 413)

All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory and your
grace.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who
Comes in the name of the Lord God most high.

Pastor In the night that Jesus was betrayed, in an
upper room,
He took the bread and blessed it as he said,
Here's my body broken for you.



He fook the cup and raised it up on high,
bowed his head and prayed,

And then he said my blood for you is shed,
a cleansing stream to wash your sins away.

All Come and see the Glory of the Lord,
come behold the Lamb,
Come and taste the mercy of the King,
bowing down before him.
For He is Lord above the heavens,
Lord in all the earth
Lord of all the angels,
Worthy to be served.

Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluiq, Lord.

Lord's Prayer
Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our frespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.



Invitation To Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, comel!

Communion Song

Please be seated.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion

Distribution
Ushers will guide you to receive communion. Gluten free wafers are
available from the Pastor. Both red wine and white grape juice are
offered in the trays. For a blessing, come forward with your arms
folded over your chest. A Healing Prayer Station is in the back of the

room.
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Communion Hymns

Come, Let Us Eat

0 Leader or All
| | ] b— | I I
| | | ! | |
& Y 2
1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine 1s poured,
3 In Je - sus’ pres - ence now we meet and  rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine 1S poured.
in Je - sus’ pres - ence now  we meet and  Test.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth -er
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er,
Je - sus 1is - en will bring in the king - dom,
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As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmmour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and  minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry tll we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this

may we still

as

Please stand as able.

Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ =
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.

in
to

died
sound

the world you
re - peat the

ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
be - hold your im - age
we join with saints and an - gels

to
-ing

save.
Joy.



Prayer

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish
us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still lift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last,  the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain
Dismissal

Jesus calls us to be a community,
embracing all; nourishing mind, body and spirit.

We go into the world
Following Jesus - Loving Alll

Go outin joy! Be led forth in peace!
Thanks be to God. And we will!



Postlude

Congregational Meeting immediately following
worship in the sanctuary.

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com

www . firstlutherangalveston.com

Church Office Hours, Monday - Thursday
9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:00pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers
The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Senior Pastor
revrhoades@firstiutherangalveston.com
Krista Scheuerman, Youth, Family & Communications
youth@firstlutherangalveston.com
Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist
Annie Blanken, Executive Director, Fanfare Lutheran Music Academy
Christina Muehe, Director, Lyceum
Kim Robles, Nursery (Wiggle Room)

Let Us Know You Are Here!







ISLAND OKTOBERFEST

Friday, October 23, 5:00 pm — 11:00 pm
Saturday, October 24, 11:00 am — 11:00 pm

XA

VYVOLUNTEER

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Set Up
Baking Cakes and Sweets
Multiple Booths
Kitchen Duty
Clean Up

EVERYONE’S HELP IS NEEDED!

Sign-Up Today!!



