
 

First Lutheran Church 
An ELCA Congregation 

Celebrating 176 years of continuous ministry in Galveston! 
 

 

Sunday, September 6, 2026 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 AM Worship & Communion 

 
 

Welcome! 



ALL are welcome here! Believers, doubters, people 
with questions, people with pasts, all walks of 

life…People!  
We are thankful that YOU are here! 

 
 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in 
community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often 
used in situations having to do with church 
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the 
wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us 
that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the 
name of Christ, assured that he is present among us 
with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 
Holy Communion 10:00am  

Prelude & Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 



Confession & Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love 
into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. We have sinned in thought, word and deed. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace 
                                                                                                                                                    
Amen. 



 

 
 

 



Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 
 

 



 



Prayer of the Day 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the 
path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us 
by his example, point us to the path of obedience, 
and give us strength to follow your commands, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message  
Children are invited forward for a special message with Ms. Krista! 

 
Word 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.    
 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of 
Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to 
the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to 
attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope 
that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.  

Lector The first reading comes from Ezekiel the 33rd 

chapter. 
 7  So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the 
house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say 
to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 
but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do 



not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus 
you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh 
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why 
will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
Word of God. Word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 119:33-40 
  

 

 33  Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep 
your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of | your 
commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 



 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain. R 
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 
  

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and 
so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make 
the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and 
live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 
 
Lector The second reading comes from Romans the 

13th chapter. 
 
[Paul writes:] 8 Owe no one anything, except to love 
one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not 
steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 



  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is 
already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let 
us then throw off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the 
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as able to receive the gospel. 
 

 

 
 



Gospel  
Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the 18th chapter. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how 
individuals—and the church as a whole—should go 
about restoring relationships when one member has 
sinned against another. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples] 15 “If your brother or sister 
sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, 
take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses 
to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 
as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”    
 
Pastor The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Please be seated. 

Sermon    The Rev. Richard Rhoades 
 
Please use the Sermon Questions in the Yellow Pages to go deeper in 

your reflections on the sermon this week. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
Let us join in confessing the Christian faith with the  
words of the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the ☩ life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we 
offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. 
Please stand as able.  



 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout 
the world to announce the words you give us. We lift 
up Bishops Curry, Breashears-Schulz, and Haddad, 
our international partners in Peru, the Central African 
Republic, and the Maasai in Tanzania. Bless their 
efforts as they live your calling. Open us to receive 
your word in unexpected ways and live your joy. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that 
provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands, 
marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Give us 
wisdom to be good stewards of your awesome 
creation. Heal communities crying out after disaster. 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or 
interpret legislation away from selfish gain and 



toward your promise of good for all. Give them a 
heart to uphold the rights of the forgotten and 
oppressed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who 
are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing 
health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with 
us. We pray especially for Pat, Daniel, Don   those on 
our sustaining prayer list, and those we name now . . . 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community 
through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile us 
to each other, making your good news known even 
through our imperfections. Draw us nearer to you and 
to one another. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We 
give you thanks for the nearness of your salvation for 
all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have 
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Passing the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also, with you. 
 
Offering 
 
For those who wish to donate online the QR code will take you to the 
online giving page. 

 

 
 
Please stand as able. 

 



Offering Song 

 
 



Offering Prayer 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs 
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love 
to our neighbors, today and always. 
Amen. 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you 
Pastor Lift up your hearts 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the lord our God. 
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy       (ELW 413) 
 
All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory and your 
grace. 

 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who  
Comes in the name of the Lord God most high. 

 
 
 



 
Pastor In the night that Jesus was betrayed, in an 

upper room, 
He took and bread and blessed it as he said, 
Here’s my body broken for you. 

 
He took the cup and raised it up on high, 
bowed his head and prayed, 
And then he said my blood for you is shed, 
a cleansing stream to wash your sins away. 

 
All Come and see the Glory of the Lord, 

come behold the Lamb, 
Come and taste the mercy of the King, 
bowing down before him. 
For He is Lord above the heavens, 
Lord in all the earth 
Lord of all the angels, 
Worthy to be served. 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Alleluia, Lord. 

 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

 
Invitation To Communion 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

Communion Song 

 
 



Please be seated. 

 
Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 
 
Distribution 
Ushers will guide you to receive communion. Gluten free wafers are 
available from the Pastor. Both red wine and white grape juice are 
offered in the trays. For a blessing, come forward with your arms 
folded over your chest. A Healing Prayer Station is in the back of the 
room. 

 
Communion Hymns  

 



 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand as able. 
Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 



Prayer  
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish 
us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send 
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
 Amen. 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 



 
 
Dismissal 
Jesus calls us to be a community,  
embracing all; nourishing mind, body and spirit.  
We go into the world  
Following Jesus – Loving All! 
Go out in joy! Be led forth in peace!  
Thanks be to God. And we will! 



 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to learn more about the Christian faith and 
the Lutheran understanding of the Gospel? Interested in 
becoming a member of First Lutheran Church? Please 
speak with Pastor Rhoades. He welcomes walking alongside 
you as you discern and grow in your faith and where God’s 
love is leading you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

www.firstlutherangalveston.com 

    Church Office Hours, Monday – Thursday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:00pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Senior Pastor 

revrhoades@fristlutherangalveston.com 

 

Krista Scheuerman, Youth, Family & Communications 

youth@firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist 

Annie Blanken, Executive Director, LMA 

Christina Muehe, Director, Lyceum 

Kim Robles, Nursery (Wiggle Room) 

                          

 

 

 

 



 

Let Us Know You Are Here! 

 

We would love to connect with you. 

 

 


