First Lutheran Church

An ELCA Congregation

Celebrating 176 years of continuous ministry in Galveston!
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Sunday, September 13, 2026
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 AM Worship & Communion

Welcome!



ALL are welcome here! Believers, doubters, people
with questions, people with pasts, all walks of
life...People!

We are thankful that YO'U are here!
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In today’s second reading Paul questions why
we judge one another, since we all stand before
the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one
another, and Jesus' challenge that we forgive
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship
and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026

Holy Communion 10:00am

Prelude & Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession & Forgiveness



Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love
into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genvuine love

to others. We have sinned in thought, word and deed.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace

Amen.



Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
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A - wake, O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
There i1s one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
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For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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SO learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.

to give the Spir-it’s
one Lord, one faith, and
with kind and gen - tle
A - wake, a - rise, go

Apostolic Greeting

u - ni -ty
one bap - tism,
hearts for - give
forth 1in faith,

the

as God

ver - y bond of peace.
one God who made us

all.

in  Christ for - gave.

and Christ shall give you life.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.
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peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en - ly King, al - might-y God and Fa- ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you

n Refrain
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est, the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God,
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message
Children are invited forward for a special message with Ms. Krista!

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged
for forgiveness for the crime they had done against
him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but
God used this as an opportunity to do good and
save many lives.

Lector The first reading comes from Genesis the 50t
chapter.

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's
brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong
that we did to him?2" 16So they approached Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died, 7 'Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you." Now therefore please forgive the crime of the



servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here
as your slaves.” 17 But Joseph said to them, “Do not
be afraid! Am |in the place of God? 20Even though
you infended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he
is doing today. 21 So have no fear; | myself will provide
for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:8-13

Psalm 103 (Refrain 1)

David Cherwien
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Lorp, you are full of com - pas - sion and mer - cy,
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slow to an-ger, and a - bound-ing in stead - fast love.

8 Lord, you are full of compas- ! sion and
mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast
love; R

?you will not al- | ways accuse us,



nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according | to our
sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
"TFor as the heavens are high a- | bove the
earth,
SO great is your steadfast love for | those who
fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our
transgres- | sions from us.
13 As a father has compassion | for his children,
SO you have compassion for those who
fear | you, O Lord. R

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with

diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite

different practices in worship and personal piety, we

do not judge one another. All Christians belong to

the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will

judge each of us.

Lector The second reading comes from Romans the
14th chapter.

' Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for
the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only



vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed
them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of
anothere It is before their own lord that they stand or
fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

5Some judge one day to be better than another,
while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe
the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat,
eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while
those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give
thanks to God.

’For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die
to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ? For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord
of both the dead and the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or
sistere Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sistere For we will all stand before the judgment seat
of God. " For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Word of God. Word of life.



Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able to receive the gospel.
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Gospel

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,
the 18t chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how
individuals—and the church as a whole—should go
about restoring relationships when one member has
sinned against another.

2IPeter came and said to [Jesus,] YLord, if my brother
or sister sins against me, how often should | forgive?
As many as seven fimese” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not



seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.
28%For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him, 2>and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him
to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions and payment to be made. 26So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you

everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debft. 282 But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denairii,
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.' 2 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you.' 30But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘“You wicked slavel |
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 3 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as | had mercy on you?' 34 And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother



or sister from your heart.”
Pastor The gospel of the Lord.

All Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Richard Rhoades

Please use the Sermon Questions in the Yellow Pages to go deeper in
your reflections on the sermon this week.

Please stand as able.

Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive
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1 “For - give our sins as we for- give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -ly knew:
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers” debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by  your mer - cy Ttec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

CREED

Let us join in confessing the Christian faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed



| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the F life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Reminded of God's gracious and abundant love, we

offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
Please stand as able.
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
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peace to all peo - ple, hope for each soul.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Move your church throughout the world away from
judging and despising others. Lead us to embody the
forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. We lift up
Bishops Curry, Breashears-Schulz, and Haddad, our
international partners in Peru, the Central African
Republic, and the Maasai in Tanzania. Hear us, O
God. Yor mercy is great.

The heavens declare your glory as all of the earth
sings out your name. The endless beauty of your
creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who
care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us
to wonder at your creation. Teach us to care for
wildlife and their habitats. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Raise up leaders like John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople, whom we remember today to hold



all in authority accountable for any misuse of the
power entrusted to them. Raise up leaders after your
own heart that will uphold the rights of the
marginalized. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises.
Compassionately free the lives of any who feel
bound by their failures. Remember your children in
need, including (nhames), those on our sustaining
prayer list, and those we name now .. .. Hearus, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show
us in forgiving our sin. Help us to truly follow you,
loving all. Inspire each of us to welcome others for
your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life.
Keep us in that joy as we remember all those who
have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.

Offering

For those who wish to donate online the QR code will take you to the
online giving page.
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Please stand as able.



Offering Song

O God beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of carth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we  bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay:
its frag - ile bloom sur -ren - der to you, the Lord most high;
that we  who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown—
and wheth -er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and  mer-cies with-out end:
though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’'ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up-on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at vyour beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -n -fice of praise.




Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love
to our neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Pastor The Lord be with you.

All And also with you

Pastor Lift up your hearts

All We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 413)

All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory and your
grace.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who
Comes in the name of the Lord God most high.



Pastor In the night that Jesus was betfrayed, in an
upper room,
He took and bread and blessed it as he said,
Here's my body broken for you.

He fook the cup and raised it up on high,
bowed his head and prayed,

And then he said my blood for you is shed,
a cleansing stream to wash your sins away.

All Come and see the Glory of the Lord,
come behold the Lamb,
Come and taste the mercy of the King,
bowing down before him.
For He is Lord above the heavens,
Lord in all the earth
Lord of all the angels,
Worthy to be served.

Alleluia, Alleluia

Alleluia, Lord.

Lord's Prayer
Let us pray as Jesus taught us.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our frespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Invitation To Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, comel

Communion Song
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



Please be seated.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion

Distribution

Ushers will guide you to receive communion. Gluten free wafers are
available from the Pastor. Both red wine and white grape juice are
offered in the trays. For a blessing, come forward with your arms
folded over your chest. A Healing Prayer Station is in the back of the
room.

Communion Hymns

Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Wherechar -1 - ty and love pre - vail, there God 1is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -1ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un - known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.

that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.



Goodness Is Stronger than Evil
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ours, vic-try 1is ours, through God who loves us.

Please stand as able.
Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayer



Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish
us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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Frail

Praise, my soul, the
God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
as

God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.

sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.

An - gels sing
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv-en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.

but, as  mor -tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a- tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ial! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ial! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ial Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!

Dismissal

Jesus calls us to be a community,

embracing all; nourishing mind, body and spirit.
We go into the world
Following Jesus - Loving All!
Go out in joy! Be led forth in peace!
Thanks be to God. And we willl

Postlude




Email: flcg@firstiutherangalveston.com
www firstlutherangalveston.com

Church Office Hours, Monday - Thursday

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:00pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Senior Pastor

revrhoades@fristlutherangalveston.com

Krista Scheuerman, Youth, Family & Communications

youth@firstlutherangalveston.com

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist
Annie Blanken, Executive Director, LMA
Christina Muehe, Director, Lyceum

Kim Robles, Nursery (Wiggle Room)

Let Us Know You Are Here!






