First Lutheran Church

An ELCA Congregation

Celebrating 176 years of continuous ministry in Galveston!

Sunday, August 16, 2026
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 AM Worship & Communion



Welcome!

ALL are welcome here! Believers, doubters, people
with questions, people with pasts, all walks of
life...People!

We are thankful that YO'U are here!
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In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of
prayer for all people and that God will gather the
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in foday’s
gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her
request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus
commends her bold faith, how might our church extend
its mission to those on the margins of societye In our
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to
be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in
need.

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026
Holy Communion 10:00am



Prelude & Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




All Are Welcome
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all  can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
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5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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hearts learn to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they've known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - in the Word. Built of  tears and cries and
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vl - sions, rtock of faith and vault of grace; here the love  of
Wit - ness and as sym - bol of God's grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 18 re-vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall  end d - vi - sions:
claim the  faith of Je - sus
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger:
claim from floor to raf - ter:
0 — .
e —— |
CEEEESESIE =
all are wel-come, all are wel - come In this place.



Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.

Kyrie
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Chris - te e - lei - son. Christ, have mer - cy.
0|
0 | |
= | |
J ' ' ” ‘\_/ o -
Ky - ri-e e - let - son Lord, have mer - cy.

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - Joic - Ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - Jjoic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
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9 |l’? | 5"
& 2 : Fo.
: — T
Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.

Prayer of the Day

O God our defender, storms rage around and within
us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from
fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Tell Your Story Peggy “Pearl” Davis

Children’s Message

Children are invited forward for a special message with Ms. Krista!

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of
God'’s imminent intervention fo save. Righteousness
and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite
community—not race, nationality, or any other
category.

Lector - The first reading comes from Isaiah the 56
chapter.

'Thus says the Lord:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,

for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed.

¢ And the foreigners who join themselves to

the Lord,

to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—

’these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices



will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8 Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.
Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67
Psalm 67 (Refrain 1)
Mark Mummert
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God; let all the peo - ples praise you.

'May God be merciful to | us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face | shine upon us.
2Let your way be known | upon earth,
your saving health a- | mong all nations.
3Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
4Let the nations be glad and ! sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and
guide all the na- | tions on earth. R



5Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
¢The earth has brought | forth its increase;
God, our own | God, has blessed us.
’May God | give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in
awe. R

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2qa, 29-32

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and giffs
of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been
disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

Lector The second reading comes from Romans the
11th chapter.

[Paul writes:] 1l ask, then, has God rejected his
people¢ By no means! | myself am an Israelite, @
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. 22 God has not rejected his people whom
he foreknew.

2% For the gifts and the calling of God are
irevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to
God but have now received mercy because of their
disobedience, 3150 also they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you,
they also may now receive mercy. 32For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be
merciful to all.



Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able to receive the gospel.

Acclamation is sung twice to with the African Drum.

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Gospel

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,
the 15t chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter
of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Aimost immediately, this teaching is
tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them,



“Listen and understand:'!it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out
of the mouth that defiles.” 2Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
saide’” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. 4Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one
blind person guides another, both will fall into @

pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to
us.” 1¢Then he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? 7 Do you not see that whatever goes
into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out info
the sewere 18 But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what

defiles. 1? For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
withess, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but
to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the
district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started
shouting, YHave mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughteris tormented by a demon.” 2 But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged
him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting
after us.” 24He answered, I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me."” 26 He



answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” 2Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter was healed from that moment.

Pastor The gospel of the Lord.

All Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Grant Housewright

Please stand as able.



Healer of Our Every Il

Refrain
g #IJ. | | I
y 4 it | | .
o e |o I .
Heal - er of our ev-'ry il light of each to - mor - row,
D4 — : .
! YT P
%J = e 1
give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
g # m i I
.’}\j}m # ) ) s . o
1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace 1is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ty broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.




CREED
Let us join in confessing the Christian faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the F life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s

creation.
Please stand as able.
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lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

For believers around the world who stream to your
holy mountain, that all be united in faith and
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on
earth be a withess to the beloved community of your
heavenly kihngdom. We pray for our partners
including Bishops Curry, Breashears-Schultz, and
Haddad, Lutheran Campus Ministries, and our
international partners in Perus, the Central African
Republic and the Maasai in Tanzania. God of grace,

let our prayers rise up like incense before you.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and
flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to
defend the natural world against carelessness and
destruction. Safeguard endangered species and
their habitats. God of grace, let our prayers rise up
like incense before you.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, they
heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the
most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries,
congregations, and communities, that they lead and
serve justly. Bring peace to all nations. God of grace,
let our prayers rise up like incense before you.
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lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with
chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and
hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illiness of any
kind including Danny, Joyce, Angie, Danny, those on
our sustaining prayer list, and those we hame now . . .
. God of grace, let our prayers rise up like incense
before you.

For this congregation, for guests and those new to this
faith community, that all may recognize the
presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this
community together in love and strengthen it in
unwavering faith. God of grace, let our prayers rise
up like incense before you.

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their
faithful example confinues to direct your church. Let
their withess remind us that your gifts and calling are
imrevocable, whether in life or death. God of grace,
let our prayers rise up like incense before you.
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lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.

Offering

For those who wish to donate online the QR code will take you tfo the

online giving page.
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Please stand as able.

Offering Song



Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
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1 “Come to me, O wea -1y trav - ’ler; come to
2 “Do not fear, my yoke is eas - y; do not
3 “Take my yoke and leave your trou - bles; take my
4 “Rest iIn me, O wea -1y trav - ’ler; rest in
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me with your dis - tress; come to me, you heav -y -
fear, my bur-den’s light; do not fear the path be -
yoke and come with me. Take my yoke, I am be -
me and do not fear. Rest in me, my heart is
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bur - dened; come to me and find your rest.”
fore you; do not run from me in fright.”
side you; take and learn hu-mil -1 - ty.”
gen - tle; rest and  cast a - way your care.”

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our
hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of
your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.




Great Thanksgiving
Pastor The Lord be with you.

All And also with you

Pastor Lift up your hearts

All We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 413)

All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory and your
grace.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who
Comes in the name of the Lord God most high.

Pastor In the night that Jesus was betrayed, in an
upper room,
He took and bread and blessed it as he said,
Here's my body broken for you.

He fook the cup and raised it up on high,
bowed his head and prayed,

And then he said my blood for you is shed,
a cleansing stream to wash your sins away.



All Come and see the Glory of the Lord,
come behold the Lamb,
Come and taste the mercy of the King,
bowing down before him.
For He is Lord above the heavens,
Lord in all the earth
Lord of all the angels,
Worthy to be served.

Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluiq, Lord.

Lord's Prayer

Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our frespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Invitation To Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.



Distribution

Ushers will guide you to receive communion. Gluten free wafers are
available from the Pastor. Both red wine and white grape juice are
offered in the trays. For a blessing, come forward with your arms
folded over your chest. A Healing Prayer Station is in the back of the
room.

Communion Song
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on  us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the  sin of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns



We Come to the Hungry Feast
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We come to the hun-gry feast
2 We come to the hun-gry feast
3 We come to the hun-gry feast

hun-gry for
hun-gry for
hun-gry that
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a word of peace.
a world re - leased
the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un sat - is - fied love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ty kind, poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we hun - ger will stay
not de - nied. We come, we hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we hun - gry feast.



One Bread, One Body

9 Refrain
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One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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1  Gen - tile or Jew, ser - vant  or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man - y the works,
3  Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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wom -an or man, no more.
one 1In the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Please stand as able.
Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ =
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.



Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and
wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen.



In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In  Christ there is no east or west, in  him no south or north,

2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;

3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but  one com-mu - ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to  me.
all  Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Dismissal

Jesus calls us to be a community,

embracing all; nourishing mind, body and spirit.
We go into the world

Following Jesus - Loving Alll

Go in peace. Share the Good News!

Thanks be to God. And we will!

Postlude




Email: flcg@firstiutherangalveston.com
www firstlutherangalveston.com

Church Office Hours, Monday - Thursday

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:00pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Senior Pastor

revrhoades@fristlutherangalveston.com

Krista Scheuerman, Youth, Family & Communications

youth@firstlutherangalveston.com

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist
Annie Blanken, Executive Director, LMA
Christina Muehe, Director, Lyceum

Kim Robles, Nursery (Wiggle Room)

Let Us Know You Are Here!




